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P.O. Box 12230
Tempe, AZ 85284-0038

- SPAWNING GROUND

twitter.com/Todd__McFarlane
Pacebook.com/likecoddmcFarlane
Instagram: @coddmcrarlane

The book you are holding in your
hand is a culmination of 27 years as an
independent publisher, but it's mostly an
overview of my entire career.

At the age of 16, | decided to train myself
to learn the style of comic book drawing
and pursue it as a career. Atthe same
time | was trying to teach myself the craft,
| was also creating a bunch of characters.
One of those characters, Spawn, became
nearest and dearest to my heart.

The premise of the book | created back

in 1977, was essentially the same when

| launched the Spawn title in 1992. It's
about a man who's in love with his wife
and doesn't want any part in anyone telling
him what to do as he tries to traverse his
way in life. Spawn/Al Simmons is a man
who just wants to be left alone and do his
own thing. Spawn has been a metaphor
for my own personal life. I've been clawing
and scratching my way, whether it's in my
career, starting new companies, or ?(omg
up against big corporations who make
you think what you are about to do, is an
impossible task.

Spawn 300, the stor?/ You are hoIding in
your hands, is hopefully what you'll be
seeing for the next 300 issues. What does
that mean exactly?

Spawn, alone, has been fighting a battle
royale of the hordes of Heaven and Hell for
27 years and now there’s something big
coming. He understands he can't fight this
battle alone. This issue begiins to address
that. Spawn’s powers and looks have been
evolving and this issue is no different.

Help is coming...so between all the
versions of Spawn for the last twenty-
seven years and the thirty-five series

of Spawn toys, there are hundreds and
hundreds of potential NEW Spawns and
other new characters, that I'm hoping

will become heroes and/or possibly new
villains as we move into the future

So let's talk about what's in each chapter.

Greg Capullo Chapter:

This chapter shows the shiftin Spawn'’s
new powers and makes a statement as
to who Spawn is and who Spawn will be
going forward.

Todd McFarlane Chapter:

This chapter shows that there will be
conversion along the way. Just like in real
life, some people will jump from good to
evil and vice versa.

J. Scott Campbell Chapter:

This chapter shows how characters
preexisting in the Spawn lore can be
subject to constant change like Spawn
himself.

Jason Shawn Alexander Chapter:
This chapter shows what happens when
characters decide to band together.

Jerome Opeiia Chapter:
This chapter shows everything that has
happened in the Spawn mythos, has been
%omg on for centuries. _
he cover by Jerome Opefia, although it
doesn’t show all the actual characters in
this book, shows you some of possibilities
of what to expect in the future.

All of this is going to lead to the Spawn
Power Meter being reset and that reset is
what's triggering the events in this book.

Hopefullx you'll come back and see how
this finishes out in the RECORD-BREAKING
Spawn 301, when Spawn becomes the
“Longest Running Creator-Owned Comic in
the World.”

Finally, thanks to my FANS. Thank you

for supporting me through this journey.

For those who were there at the very
beginning to those of you who joined at
Spawn issue 299. Without you, none of this
would have been possible. Many thanks
and here’s to the next 300 issues.

o
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I'M LIKE
YOU. PART DEMON.
PART VAMPIRE. AND WE
BOTH THRIVE IN THE
DARKNESS.

BUT MORE
IMPORTANTLY, I'M THE
ONE YOU MADE. WITHOUT
YOU, T WOULD NEVER HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO ACSEND
TO MY CURRENT
POSITION.

SO, IN AN
ODD WAY, THE
PAIN YOU'RE
FEELING...IT'S OF
YOUR OWN MAKING.
AND THE POWER
YOU'VE ENJOYED
HOSTING YOUR
e N - & SYMBIOTE...

‘ A\ "'
S b7

/

I HELPED o RN
CREATE THAT SUIT &,
YOU'RE WEARING. N2 2y,

I KNOW MORE ABOUT IT
THAN YOU. SO, BEFORE

YOU DIE TONIGHT, YOU'RE
GOING TO SEE WHO TS

TRUE MASTER
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SPAWN.
I'VE BEEN
EXPECTING

YOU.

WHAT DID
YOU THINK? THAT
WE WOULD JUST LET
YOU HAVE YOUR WAY
WITH US?

THAT WAS
NEVER GOING
TO HAPPEN, NOW
WAS IT?

SO, TELL ME,
HOW WAS IT GOING
TO WORK? WERE YOU
GOING TO DESTROY OUR
CORPORATE STRUCTURE?
OUR POLITICAL
WE'RE INFLUENCE?

EVERYWHERE.
YOU KNOW THAT,

o
YOU THOUGHT :
YOU COULD DISRUPT ENOUGH TO GET
OUR ENTIRE INFRA- TUE ATTENTION OF
STRUCTURE? SOMEONE AT
TME TOP.
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BUT IT’S INSIDE

THE FACILITY THAT
CONFUSES SPAWN.
BECAUSE INSTEAD OF
BEING FILLED WITH
WORKERS OR AN
AWAITING ARMY...

N SIEMETY

WITH BARELY ANY
EVIDENCE ANYONE
WAS EVER HERE.

THEN, A HULKING
SILHOUETTE APPEARS
ACROSS THE WAREHOUSE.

OUTS/PE, DOZENS OF MEN
CONSTRUCT NEW TRAIN
TRACKS TO HELP SPEED
THE DELIVERY OF THESE
CANISTERS OF POISON.
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ARE YOU
OUT OF YOUR
MIND? YOU CAN'T
STOP HEAVEN
AND HELL BY
YOURSELF!

NOT
UNTIL SOMEONE
5TOPS THEM FIRST, §
IT'S TAKEN ME YEARS,
BUT NOW I FINALLY
UNDERSTAND
TUAT.

PLANNING
WHAT?

HER LIFE.

TUAT «
IGNORANCE W\
coSTMY wn

IT6 NOTUING é’uT

EVEN I WAS
FOOLED 8Y THEIR
ILLUSIONS OF
WHAT IM
SUPPOSED
TO BE.

YOU FAIL, THEN
WHAT? WHAT
ABOUT THE REST
OF US?
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NOW, THOUGH,

I KNOW EXACTLY }
WUERE 1 NEED )
TO BE.

WHAT
ABOUT IF YOU
ME? DON'T COME
mw[\ BACK, HOW DO I
GET HOME?
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ON THE RECORP

GLOBAL MARKETS ARE IN FREEFALL. THE DOW, THE S&P,
NASDAQ, AND ALL MAJOR INDEXES ARE APPROACHING
TEN-YEAR LOWS. SOME ESTIMATES PEG LOSSES AT OVER
21 TRILLION DOLLARS GLOBALLY. VOLATILITY IS TOUCHING
NEARLY EVERY SECTOR. EXPERTS ARE SAYING WE'RE
TETTERING ON THE EDGE OF A COMPLETE MELTDOWN,

IF SOMETHING DRASTIC DOESN'T HAPPEN TO COUNTER
CURRENT MARKET TRENDS.

AND ALL OF THIS SEEMS TO PALE IN COMPARISON TO
WHAT IS HAPPENING ACROSS THE GLOBE AS DOZENS AND
DOZENS OF REPORTS POUR IN ON ERRATIC BEHAVIOR BY
OTHERWISE NON-DESCRIPT CITIZENS. THERE HAVE BEEN
REPORTS OF DROWNINGS, HANGINGS, SHOOTINGS AND
SOME RATHER EXTREME CASES OF ROAD RAGE THAT HAVE
A DEATH TOLL IN THE THOUSANDS. REPORTS OF THIS
SUDDEN VIOLENCE BEGAN IN REGIONS NEAR GREECE AND
ALBANIA, BUT HAVE SPREAD TO THROUGHOUT THE WORLD,
REACHING HERE IN AMERICA IN 16 DIFFERENT STATES, AND
COUNTING.

NEWS OF A SHOOTING IN KANSAS. MINUTES LATER A CAR
DRIVES THROUGH A CROWD IN BARCELONA. AN ALERT OF
AN APARTMENT FIRE IN CHICAGO CLAIMING THE LIVES OF
TWO FAMILIES. WHAT ARE WE DOING TO OURSELVES? AND
WHO WILL SAVE US FROM THIS DOWNWARD SPIRAL IF WE
CANT SAVE OURSELVES? SOME EXPERTS BELIEVE A
CHEMICALS MAY HAVE MADE ITS WAY INTO OUR FOOD
AND-OR WATER SUPPLIES.

WHATEVER THE ORIGIN, SADISTIC ACTS BY THOSE AFFLICTED
ARE COMING IN FROM ALL CORNERS. IN FACT, ANOTHER
INCIDENT JUST HIT THE NEWSWIRE FROM KEARNEY,
NEBRASKA, WHERE POLICE HAVE BEEN CALLED TO THE
SCENE OF WHAT IS BEING DESCRIBED AS A "MASSACRE” AT
A FAMILY REUNION. OUR LOCAL AFFILIATE REPORTS THAT
AS MANY AS NINE PEOPLE MAY BE DEAD IN AN APPARENT
KNIFE ATTACK. DETAILS ARE JUST COMING IN AND POLICE
HAVE YET TO FULLY SECURE THE SCENE. AS OF THIS
REPORTING, THE ATTACKER, OR ATTACKERS, ARE CONSID-
ERED AT LARGE AND AN IMMEDIATE THREAT...

L

IF THE U.N. IS BEING LOCKED OUT OF EVERY COUNTRY WITH
LINKS TO THE SUDDEN OUTBREAKOF RANDOM VIOLENCE,
DOES THAT MEAN A FAMILY WILL BE SLAUGHTERED IN

NEBRASKA? AND, NO! IT's THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT,
PEOPLE! THE MARKETS ARE DYING, A RECESSION IS
COMING, THE HOUSE MARKET IS CRUMBLING, AGAIN! AND
THERE'S SOMETHING IN WATER! THERE'S SOMETHING IN THE
AIR! WHATS HAPPENING IN GREECE AND LIBYA AND
ALBANIA? WHATS HAPPENING IN NEBRASKA AND CHICAGO
AND SPAIN AND ARGENTINA?

EVERYTHING I'M HEARING SAYS IT'S THE YOUTH WHO ARE

ACTING OUT VIOLENTLY. HAVE THEY HAD OR
ARE THE POISONS WE FEED THEM--VIDEO GAMES AND
VIOLENT MOVIES, COMIC BOOKS--ALL WARPING THEIR
FRAGILE MINDS. ARE WE BREEDING A GENERATION OF
A.D.D-ADDLED, EMOTIONALLY-STUNTED BRATS WHO HAVE
HAD ENOUGH AND ARE WILLING TO KILL? AND WHAT
ABOUT LT. COL. AL SIMMONS? HE'S A MAJOR STORY ONE
MINUTE, THEN ALL HELL BREAKS LOOSE THE NEXT. | SMELL

A WHAT ARE OUR GOVERNMENTS HIDING
FROM US? AND HOW LONG DO THEY EXPECT US TO
REMAIN PASSIVE?
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50, You
WANT NORMALITY
FROM ME? IT'S TOO
E FOR TUAT. AND

LATI IF
YOU PON'T GET YOUR UEAD

OUT OF YOUR A%5 IT'LL
BE TOO LATE FOR YOU
T0O. TUE WORLD'S
BURNING...

CAUSE

OF YOUR
ACTIONS!

HOW? BY
WRECKING
MILLIONS OF
LIVES IN YOUR
VENDETTA?

’

NOT
A VENDETTA!
1 WANT THE
WORLY FREE OF
HEAVEN AND
HELL! g
AT WHAT
COST? YOUR
RAGE IS BLINDING
YOU. THEY'RE
RETALIATING
AGAINST HUMANITY
BECAUSE OF
Ou.

TUEIR ULORROR

REGARDLESS.
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GET YOU
A BETTER

WHEN THEY
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MARRIED...THEN

THEY'LL HAVE
SOMETHING TO
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THAT'S WHY
WE'VE GOTTA GET
OUT OF HERE. THIS
TOWN'S DRIVING I TALKED
ME INSANE. TO JIMMY
YESTERDAY, HE
SAID IF WE EVER
WANTED WE COULD
CRASH AT HIS
PLACE.

GUESS
WE SHOULD
PLAY NICE
FOR A FEW
MINUTES.

STOP BEING
SO ANTI-
SOCIAL!

AND NICE
TO SEE YOUR
BOYFRIEND STILL
LOOKS LIKE SOME
PUNK-ROCKER. YOU
COLOR THAT HAIR
YOURSELF?

HIS
NAME'S JUSTIN,
UNCLE

MURRAY.

I'VE TOLD
YOU, WE CAN'T
GO TO TEXAS.

NOT ‘TILL WE GET
MORE MONEY.

THE TATTOOS
AND PIERCINGS?
SOME KINDA
MILLENNIAL
THING?

HEY, LISA,
T'LL PLAY WITH
YOU IN A
MINUTE.

e
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ORISIT —_~ KD, YOU
SOME NEW KNOW SQUAT. y JUST
“INTERNET SENSATION" WHY JUST BECAUSE JUSTIN!

HAVIN' A
YOU AND YOUR YOU LOOK AT YOUR WAIT! =~ WHY DO LITTLE FUN.
GROUP DISCOVERED? B.Q. CELL PHONE ALL DAY,

YOU ALWAYS HE'S A MAN, |
MY WIFE'LL LEND YOU THINK THAT HAVE TODO | 4 RIGHT? HE
YOU A PAIR OF HER MAKES YOU SMART? THIS, UNCLE / § CAN TAKE 4
EARRINGS IF MURRAY? [
YOU WANT. MAKE YOU GETTING A JOE
FEEL MORE INSTEAD? WORK A
MANLY. LITTLE, INSTEAD OF
MOOCHING OFF
MY NIECE ALL
THE TIME.

I HATE Bl D y IF THEY'RE
THIS PLACE e GONNA KEEP TALKIN’
AND EVERYONE = ABOUT US, THEN LET'S
N IT REALLY GIVE 'EM

SOMETHING TO TALK
) ABOUT

SOMETHING
ABOUT

MOST GUESTS
HAVE LEFT, BUT A
FEW ARE STILL
PARTYING STRONG.
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& Kearney
v

EVERY SUMMER FOR THE
PAST TWENTY-SIX YEARS,
THE JOHNSTON CLAN HAS
HELD THEIR ANNUAL
FAMILY REUNION ON THE
FIRST WEEKEND IN AUGUST.

...EVERYWHERE
YOU LOOK, IT
FEELS LIKE TIME IS
STANDING STILL.

BUNCHA
REDNECK LOSERS.
DOING THE SAME
THINGS THEY DO EVERY
YEAR, LIKE TRAINED

poG

OH MY GOD!
YOU SHOULD'VE
SEEN MY MOM THIS
MORNING, SHE WAS
STRESSING ABOUT
EVERYTHING LIKE
THIS IS SOME ROYAL
WEDDING OR
SOMETHING.
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THREE HOURS AGO.

NOW TWO RIVALS, LOCKED IN
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REDEEMER INTO “THE VOID.’

IT ALL HAPPENS IN THE
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REMOVED FROM THIS
REALITY. TO A SPACE NO
ONE ELSE CAN FOLLOW.
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