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SEDPTEMBER MOURNING

Enter the world of
September Mourning and the
Children of Fate!

Powerful guitars collide with grandiose
and melodic vocals in the monstrous
debut album, MELANCHOLIA! Join the
dark fantasy world of September
Mourning now!
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Question #\Wyar |s YOUR FAVORITE HORROR cOMIC?”

Fioma Siaples

g light behind Top Cow
ns, but first and foremost, Marc
one of comics’ mosluccompllshed
sts. In add
drawn everytl
-and he's the co-creator of Witchblade
and The Darkness - but this month, he's
celebmlmg his, Image’s, and Top Cow's 20th
s by retuing to his roots on the

all-new Cyber Force!

What are you working on right now?2
A total redo of CYBER FORCE. And because of
that I'm having more fun than anyone | know.

What's the best part of your job?

Being able to redo CYBER FORCE and
knowing that nobody can tellme that | can't.
And the reason | can do this is because it’s
Image damnit.

What's the worst part of your job?
Nothing worth mentioning. All the awesome
cancels out any complaints.

How did you first discover comicse

My cousin was/is a huge collector. When lwas
akid I'd hang out at his house and check out
all the cool Kirby, Wrightson, and Buscema
shit.

If you weren't working in comics, what would
you be doing?
Not having fun.

What's the best thng a fan has ever said to
you?

Ihad afan tell me that reading my comics
got him through a time in his life that was so
bad he had lost hope. He got better, got a
job, and married. He thenintroduced me
to his son and told me they read comics
together.

Who is the biggestinluence on your work?
Frank Frazetta, John Buscema, and Bernie
Wrightson.

What is the single work of which you're most
proud?

The Darkne: ere Comes Tomorrow vmh
Grant Morrison, and what ve done w
the new CY FORCE!That's asingle fhlng
right?

Own up to one of your guilty pleasures.
ILOVE 'So You Think You Can Dance’.

OCTOBER 2012

For the latest Image Comics news and previews: (1) visit www.imagecomics.com (2) friend on Facebook (3) follow on Twitter (@magecomics)

Whatwas the last comic book you bought?
Snyder and Capullo’s BATMAN.

If you could be someone else for a day, who
would it be?

Charlie Sheen, justso I'd know what it feels
like fo be a complete A-hole.

PILK three things you couldn’t live without.
e Bridget and my dogs Monkey and
PlLkIﬁ=s

What's the strangest thing you have in your
house?

Anivy plant in my office fo which | added
fal nsions {don't ask formore
clarification).

What makes you laugh?
My wife and dogs, South Park, and internet
frolls.

What is one of your favorite places?
The IMAX theater af Universal Studios.

What music are you listening fo these days?
empo chill wh 'm working.
it's alternative rock.

Whatis your favorite film of all time?2
Forbidden Planef / Alien / Dr. Strangelfove.

Who is your best friend?
Bridget / Monkey / Pickles.

Whatis the best advice you've everreceived?
Do what makes you happy and regardless
vel of success, you have already

When was the last time you were truly
frightened?

When my
Conversel
negative

went in for a biopsy.
when all the tests came back
was one of my happiest moments.

Name someone you really admire.
Anderson Cooper, guy seems legit.

Whatwould you like to see happen in comics

in the next 12 months?

The confinued and well- dﬁ=s*=rw=d r|s*=

of Image Comics. Image's su nd
everything it stands for benefits cn,fon= that

fruly loves the medium.

the W word

ExpERIENCE CREATIVITY

ad participaiing comic
‘Shops, you can ge the st
PVEissues of CYBER RIRCE
almesl

najien, adpieyby
NCK SPERCER (NCRMING
GLORIES, THIEF OF THIEWES]
and FILEY ROSSHI (RERRL.
RL00L, GREEH WARE!

ACGYVER: FUGITIVE GAUNTLET #1 (OF 5)

Tielcome 10 the

across the globe whtha
‘million dolar hit on his
hea! Can be e long
enough 1o save the word
- or has his huck finaly

FUGITIVE GAUNTLET
i mou?

NS #1 (of 4)

Los Angeles, 2041
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EYVNUCH! YOU'RE
FINISHED AND WHEN
YOU'RE GONE THERE

WILL BE A THOUSAND

MORE LIKE ME

BEATING AT THE
THIS WORLD!
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BALAKOV HAS
FOUND A WAY TO SUMMON AN
ANCIENT FORCE THAT HASNT
BEEN SEEN SINCE BEFORE THE
DARKNESS CAME INTO
EXISTENCE.
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DAMINY!
REALLY DIDN'T
NT. YOU GOING
ANYWHERE.

YOUWVE BEEN WATCHING ME LONG
ENOUGH, PAL. WI
STEP OUT

IF YOU PLAN ON GOING
AFTI EE BALAKOY,
WANT TO CONSIDER. SOME‘I‘HING
LARGER CALIBER.

MY EVIL. TWIN?
HE DIDN'T CoOME
BACK THIS
MORNING.

I LOosSeNeD
THE SPELL THAT
BINDS HIM TO
EREWHON.

T ALLOWED
HIM TO STAY
HeERE.
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(pause - tape hiss.)

“It wasn't possible to give her a proper test of course. I didn’t want to lose her trust by making it
obvious she was being tested, but [ am certain she has lost track of time. She seemed to have no
idea what day or even what month it was. She said that it was unusually warm for winter, when it is

actually still summer. I'd hate to think that Jenny is suffering from dementia. That would be a cruel

blow for someone who is still in her thirties. Personally I think she’s reacting to the violence and
instability that surrounds her husband. She’s terrified for Hope, and that’s why she’s imagining that
Hope is ill or disfigured. I'm no expert in psychology, but this sounds like some kind of transference.
Her fear and distrust of Jackie is being transferred to Hope. Potentially that could be dangerous for
the whole family’s psychological wellbeing, though I have to admit that Hope is coming through this
with remarkable calm. She is a lovely child.”

(indecipherable comment, muffled)

“Okay, I'm not being clear enough. I need to just get this out or there’s no point in making this tape
at all. The fact is...the fact of which [ am absolutely certain, is that there is something evil in that
house. Erewhon. You can feel it the second you walk in. There’s a chill and a smell of decay and...
something else, some kind of ripple in the air. .. don’t know how else to describe it. God, I sound
irrational. And [ am not an irrational person. Theres just no other way to describe it. There’s an evil
in the house and it’s affecting Jackie and Jenny. Even the staff are jumpy. That woman, Charlotte,
Hope's nanny. She has a look in her eyes. Hope is the only one that doest’t seem to be affected. She
seems to be thriving there. Oh yeah. .. the insects...I should mention them...I never saw so many
bugs...ants, earwigs, flies, and things I didn’t even recognize. I'm sounding a little crazy now. I know
that. But [ realized on the way home that I've been seeing weird bugs all over the place. Not just at
Erewhon. And that smell of decay...it’s here in the apartment, as if I brought it home with me. .. Wait

a minute...”
(pause - footsteps retreating - tape hiss - footsteps returning)

“There’s a crack in the wall. I just went to have a look at it. I'm sure it wasn't there yesterday. | know
it wasn't. There’s some kind of moisture leaking out. That’s where the smell is coming from. [ know
what you're thinking. You're thinking that the poor woman who made this tape is crazy. If you're
listening to this at all, maybe it’s because you're a doctor or a cop, or a lawyer, and you have this tape
because something terrible happened to me. Or maybe I did something terrible. Whatever happened,
please believe me when I say that it all started with Jackie Estacado and Erewhon. Everyone he knows,
everyone he touches, is poisoned by him and I'm afraid...'m very afraid that the poison will keep
spreading unil it touches everything and everyone. Even you.”

(pause - tape hiss - dlick)

(silence)
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A new supernatural thriller from the creator of
Epic Kill and Devoid of Life!

Top Cow’s first ever DIGITAL original graphic novel!
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STATE ©F MIND

by David Hine

(background noise — scraping of chair - clearing of throat — tape hiss)

“My name is Doctor Rosemary Wallace. I have no idea who you are, or indeed if anyone will ever
listen to this recording. If I'm wrong and everything turns out for the best I shall wipe this tape and
no one need ever hear what ’'m about to say. I've dragged out this old cassette recorder because. .. well,
I suppose because I don’t trust digital recording. These days I've come to believe that everything we do

through out computers and telephones and iPads is being watched and recorded and...”
(pause - tape hiss - sigh)

“I have just returned from Erewhon. That's the country estate of the notorious mobster Jackie
Estacado. I've been his family’s doctor for many years, since before Hope was born [ think. Funny. ..
I'm a bit vague about that. I should check the records... Anyway...in recent weeks 've had more
contact than usual with the Estacados. Jenny brought her daughter to the clinic with a crazy story that
she had some terrible disease, which was absurd because Hope had no more than a small scratch on
her hand. [ put it down to stress. Jenny has a lot of pressure in her life. You only have to turn on the
TV to see her husband’s latest escapades. Bombs, shootings and worse. One that didn’t make the news
was a gun battle outside the clinic when a rival gang tried to kidnap Hope. So...to tell the truth I've
been tempted to drop them as patients, only 'm not sure Jackie Estacado would let me do that.”

(pause - tape hiss.)

“Today he insisted I make a house call. He said it was to see Hope, take a blood test that frankly [
don't believe she needs. Jackie admitted the real reason he called me out was to talk to Jenny. He
thinks she’s having some kind of breakdown. Actually it could be something worse. He described
intermittent short-term memory loss, disorientation, confusion, losing things and loss of language.
He says she is using drawings to remind herself of common everyday words. Words like cat, television,
peacock. I agreed to talk to her. We went for a stroll in the garden. The estate has 2 number of
peacocks and I pointed them out to her. I noticed she became agitated when I asked her about them.
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JACKIE DID
SOMETHING. He
DOESN'T. KNOW
I BUT HE GAVE
ME A PART OF
HImseLF

T CAN WALK

IN THE SUN NOW,
HOPE.

TO,.BE; CONTINUED...
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