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%...it’s nail biting in a way that’s usually reserved  “...contains some of the most messed up material I’'ve ever
for television dramas like Breaking Bad.” had the pleasure to read in a comic book.”

afia hitman Jackie Estacado was both blessed and
Mcursed on his 21st birthday when he became the
bearer of The Darkness, an elemental force granting
those who wield it neary limitless power in the shadows. For

i i D the first time in his life, Estacado has everything he’s ever
RATED M/MATURE A / wanted -- wealth, powey, & family - but can he hold onto it

WWW.IOIICUM(.L‘OIII for long?
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Mike Norfon has been working in comics for more
than a decade, gaining recognition for projects
such as The Waiting Place and Jason and the
Argobots. In 2001, he became Ad Director for
Devil's Due Publishing, where he drew the first
Voltron mini-series. In 2005, he went freelance and
has since made a name for himself working on
books like Queen and Country, Gravity, Runaways,
All-New Afom and Green Arrow/Black Canary. His
creator-owned web comic Bafflepug is a cult it
and his new Image series with Tim Seeley, Revival,
launches in July.

What are you working on right now?
Right now I'm drawing Revival and It Girl for Image.
I dlso crow o weekly webcomic cdlled Batliepug.
And @ bunch of other odds and ends.

what's the best part of your job?
Being able fo make stuff for a living. Geting up
every day and hanging out with @ bunch of
creative people drawing stuff never gefs old.

what's the worst part of your job?
The sfress of many many decdlines.

How didyou first discover comics?
My dad gave me Amczing SpiderMan 163 when |
was @ kid. [wasn't even ald enough fo read. It and
Star Wars were probcioly the greaest influences on
me as a child.

If you weren't working in comics, what would you
be doing?

A veterinarion or in @ band. | played inbands in
high school and the only occupation ofher thon
the arts that | even considered when Iwas o kid
was velerinary medicine. That wos untl | redlized

it was mostly math and science and not sitting
around petfing puppies.

What's the best thing a fan has ever said fo you?
I had someone tell me they were influenced by

mmy art in their own work. That really got to me. |
thought aloout how so many artists changed my lite
as  Kidl Definitely boosted fhe ego.

Who s the biggest influence on your work?
Allthose chilchood heroes- John Romita, John
Byrne, John Buscema. Also  lof of The indy creators
that [ really got info in the Iate ‘80s and *50s like Bil
Reinhold, Malt Wagner, Howard Chaykin, and Mike
Alred.

Own up fo one of your guilly pleasures.
Circus Peanut candies, pizza, Rudy Ray Moore
movies, pugs

What is the single work of which you're most
proud?

Right now it's Battlepug. It's fhe first work I've done
that's completely me. I m reaily proud of Revival
also.

Image Crieaani it Wpus s regered Tagrarks of g Coies I

THE WALKING DEAD #100

REVIVAL #1

What was the last comic book you bought?
Glory #24

If you could be someone else for a day, who would
it be?
Somebody thinner. |like being myself otherwise.

Pick three things you couldn't live without.
Friends {that includes dogs]. TV. Pizza. I'm o simple
man.

What makes you laugh?
Dogs. Hoppy dogs are the best.

What's the strangest thing you have in your
house?

Uh... | guess e ceramic garden statues of Laurel
and Hardy I've had since | was bom.

What is one of your favorite places?
Ireland. Loved every second of being there. Also-
being in front of my drawing table.

What music are you listening fo these days?
My musical fastes are kind of stuck in fhe ‘80s. The
ost new music | bought was Doomiree and Adam
warock.

What is your favorite film of ol fime?
I hate answering this question. | usualy say Star Wars
because it was fhe most influenticl.

Who s your best friendi?
Ihave o couple of close friends. My buddy Ron
from high school and Tim Seeley who | share o
studio with.

What is the best advice you've everreceived?
Ibelieve it was Barry Bostwick as Copt. Ace Hunler
in the motion picture Megaforce that scid, " Deeds.
Not Words." | have honestly based my career on
.

When was the last fime you were fruly frightened?
I had o sking accident several years ago and
messed up my knee pretty bady. Not being in
control of something that could possibly end your
fite is really scary. | stil can't go to the fop of o ski
hill now.

Name someone you really admire and explain
why.

| admire al of the people working here af 4tar
Studlios. Tim Seeley & Steve Seeley, Josh Emmons,
Sean Dove, Jenny Frison, and Mike Moreci.

What would you like fo see happen in comics in
the next 12 months?

I would like to see all of my comics become crazy
popular s | can buy o bigass boat. Also, i dl
comics could become crezy popuidr | wouldn't
be sad.
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Jackie and Jenny were childhood friends, then sweethearts, then lovers. In another
wortld she died...
[BRAINS BLOWN OUT OF HER PRETTY SKULL]
...caught up in Jackie’s life of crime.
[VICIOUS BLOODY MURDER]
In Jackie's new world he saved Jenny, like a hero from a fairytale.
[PRINCE OF DARKNESS]
Hardly anyone remembers the other world. ..
[JENNY ROTTING IN HER GRAVE]
...least of all Jenny herself.
Jackie has done everything possible to make her life perfect, no matter what the
cost.

[EXTORTION, PROSTITUTION, DRUG DEALING, BLOODY MURDER]
He gave her a child, though in that other world Hope had a different mother.
[THE BITCH WHORE PEZZINI]

No matter. That world is gone. It never existed. It will never return.

Once they were married and had their child, Jackie gave Jenny a fairy-tale castle,
or as close as he could find in commuting distance from Manhattan. A sprawling
estate, a lake, woodlands, a beautiful house.

[GILDED CAGE]

Jenny named it Erewhon...

[NOWHERE]

...after the mythical land in the novel by Samuel Butler.

[WHERE SICKNESS IS A CRIME AND CRIME IS A SICKNESS]
Jackie built a bunker under the house — a panic room, a refuge for his loved ones
in case the worst should happen.

[WAR, PESTILENCE, FAMINE, DEATH]

My refuge now. Here I sit as the daylight hours pass.
[PLANNING MISCHIEF]

I am the Darkness and I am Jackie Estacado.

[A PARADOX WRAPPED IN A CONUNDRUM SURROUNDED BY
SHADOWS]

Jackie controls the Darkness. I am the Darkness. [ am Jackie. I control the
Darkness.
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THE WITCH KING «

ackie Estacado would still be laboring as a bagman and the Darkness would

still be conspiring to undercut him at each step if he had never encountered
Aram the Witch King. Jackie could only connect to a fraction of his power before
Aram set him straight; before he told Jackie that he was in control of his powers,
not the other way around. Without that meeting with Aram, Jackie would have
never regained control over his curse, and he certainly would never have made it
far enough to remake the wotld to suit his desires.

But that initial encounter also left Jackie with an ultimatum from Aram —
“Destroy the Darkness or I will destroy you.” Aram’s connection to the Darkness
goes back further than the Estacado bloodline. His familiarity with the Darkness
eclipses Jackie’s. For Jackie to expunge the Darkness from his body, Aram has
achieved a victory in Aram’s quest to eradicate the evil of the Darkness. But while
Aram is an enemy to the Darkness, Jackie forgets Aram feels no loyalty to him.
Aram’s ambitions are far more mysterious.

The sketches on this page are Michael Broussard’s original character designs for
the Foreigner, now revealed to be Aram the Witch King. If you haven't picked it
up alteady, go back to The Darkness: Accursed Vol. 3 where Aram and Jackie first
met!
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‘The Darkness is my constant companion. Once I had to summon it from some
other place. Now, I stretch out my hand, day or night, and it’s there.
[WARM, PULSING, WET, SOFT, RAZOR-SHARP, DRY AS BONES,

COLD]
It whispers to me, tells me all its dark history, as if I didn't already know it.
Everything it killed is here with me.
[MILLIONS]

Millions of dead souls. If I were only human it would make me mad. But [ am
more than human. Much more. The Darkness is less than human. It never knew
how to feel anything beyond an endless hunger.

[PAIN, VIOLENCE, DEATH]
I have shown the Darkness how to love and to be loved. I love Jenny. I love Hope.

They love me.
Jackie made a mistake when he expelled me from his body. He thinks he has
imprisoned me. Magic compels me to return here by daylight.
[THE BASTARD ARAM!|

That won't be forever. This prison is not perfect. There are cracks in the walls. The

Darkness seeps into them. ..

[LIKE A VIRUS]
...working its way into the fabric of the house. And where the Darkness is, there
am [ also. Like a virus I will spread under the surface...
[CANCER]
...transforming mineral and plant alike. The earth itself will be made of Darkness,
and the lower life forms will be formed of Darkness.
[LICE CRAWLING ON THE HEADS OF INFANTS]
‘There will be no end to it. The food chain contaminated. Why not?
[ AM NOT MAD. THIS SHALL COME TO PASS]
There will be fires, eruptions, calamities. Then the skies will be filled with ash so
that the sunlight never penetrates. The world will be full of shadows and I shall
walk wherever I wish and night will endure forever. My kingdom come.
[MY KINGDOM COME]
My will be done.
[MY WILL BE DONE]
‘Then the whole world will love me.
[LOVE ME]

Transcribed by David Hine
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