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“Jeremy Haun excels with his depictions of the ‘This team is taking the Darkness to a whole new level
Darkness. 4/5.” these days and it really is a great jumping on point for new
readers and a daring bold direction for longtime readers

~ Horror Talk o enjoy.”
~ Comic Book Nerds Are Hot
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afia hitman Jackie Estacado was both blessed and
Mcursed on his 21st birthday when he became the

bearer of The Darkness, an elemental force granting
those who wield it neary limitless power in the shadows. For
the first time in his life, Estacado has everything he’s ever
wanted -- wealth, powey, & family -- but can he hold onto it
for long?
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Steve Niles Is the creator of the groundbrealdng
vampire comic series 30 Days of Night, as well as
Criminal Macabre and Aleister Arcane. He is currently
wilfing fwo upcoming Image Comics comics, Crime
and Terror, drawn by Scett Morse, and Chin Music,
drawn by Tony Harris, He lives in Los Angeles with his
girliriend Monica, two dogs, four cats, and Gil the
tortoise.

What are you work no
A shroke, | Ihink, Actuely foday I Workmg on Chin
Music and Nosferatu Wars, two of my newest creator-
owned books.

What's the best part of your job?

The freedom | heve fo wiite and crecte what [wart.
In comics these days being able fa work without
company mandaies or having fo check in with 11
Giher writers 1o finish a script is huge. | check myself
offen when | start to gef stressed. Sure, it can get
hard, but af the end of the day | get 1o write about
varmpires and robots. I'm very lucky.

¥hat
GeIIInQ pGId Ifinance a IOI of the books | do, or work
free for backend, so | do a lot of nail biting around the
end of the month. As | crecte more and more projects

own and control, it's geffing easier. The more | deal
direct with fans/retailers the better.

What's t part of your job?

The recognition modern creators receive. | grew up
not even knowing what mos! creators looked fke.
These days our faces are very public. And of course
1he only time | get recognized is when I'm at Home
Depot in rmy sweats, fioped fee and bed-head.

How did you first discover comics?

1 was o maybe 4 years old when | started. In the late
60's, and 70's you could walk down the sireet without
Hripping over a place seling comics. They were
everywhere. My scrliesi memory of reading a corvic
was being in church, so small my feet didn't go over
the seat, and | had & Creepy Mogazne in my [ap. |
remermier because my Mom was very upsel about
the cover and the fact that | was reading if in church.

ren't working in comics, what would you

'm sure ['d be doing somefhing in publshing, writing
or playing music. I've spent my life making fings.
Clom 1 Loy ke ary oiher way exeapt warking refail
or being @ short order chef - my previous jobs.

What's the best thing a fan h said fo yo

“Your stuff gof me back into cormics.” | hear e svery
so offen and it really doss make me feel good.

Who's 1t influence on your work?
Richard Mafhason for overaliwiting and Alen Moore
for comics. Forget all the noise around Moore. He's a
rock-solid wiiter. Bernie Wrightson made me want fo
do corrics though.

Own up to one of your guilly pleasures.
Irecently walched an Andy Grfith marathon...rom
my own collection. | have a weakness for some really
sily old sitcorms.

0 058 W0y mas.”
myomnort.”

fwhich you're most proud
That's recIIy hand. | e very proud of MysTery SOCIeI\/
before it gof he axe. | suppose my work with
MeDonaid bacauis I've baen ot | 26 long and no
there are dozens of comics, novels and maybe a
movie. | never get fired of wiiting him. But really, Freaks
of ihe Hearlland is my fave because Greg Ruth made
it ten times more beautiful then | ever imagined.

last comic book you bought?
Heart by BIoIr BuIIEr and Kevin Mellon.

II /0, \_QUIL 3] ;orwe’,ﬂ for a day, who would it be?
\ Remender. | want 1o know what it

feeIs IIke Io onk around with such a sumptuous bodly.

Pick th U couldn't live without.
My pariner Monica Richards, my amazing friends. .
and my book collection {hat includes comics).

things

What's the strangsst thing you have in your house?
Agiant African fortoise.

What is one of your faveoril

Vasquez Rocks. Because | ke preIendmg I'm hunting
Gorn.

music are you listening 1o thess
LOIS of old punk stuff and a lot of ScundIrockS Woke
up to Bad Brains, work o Russian Circles and Clint
Mansell.

What s your favorite film of all fime?
This week 115 John Carpenter's fre THING. IF's just
about the perfect horror film.

Who s your besl
Bermie Wiightson.

What is the worst advice you've
v 1o LA Thé popls are so rice.
When was the lost fime you were truly frigh
I dunno. When was the last GOP debate?

Name someone you really admire and &
| admire Mike Mignola a lof and | really look up f

him. Aside from being an amazing natural falent he is
the creators, creator. He doss what he wanfs, never
compromises his vision and produces great book after
great book. He also has on amazing famlly. [ want to
be Mike when | grow up.

Wh

would you like to see h
12 months?

I'd ke o see moves to expand the market and |

think creator-owned is the key. The leofard boys have
had o 70-vear shof and they've done all they can.

It is abundantly clear that, aside from the summer
s, he general public dossn't care about reading
superhero comics so it s up to creators doing indies fo
get out there and show the world what ELSE can be:
done with words and pictures.
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Image Comics® and its Iogos are registered trademarks of Image Comics, Inc. Al ights reserved
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THE BIRTH OF HER FlRSI' CHILD.
WHY CAN'T SHI






OEBPS/images/img_2.jpeg
4 EVVIQQUS‘L \ : . IN ORDER. TO SAVE

Q™ / | THE WORLD, TACKiE
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THEN REBUILT IT.

ON THE SURFACE, THINGS APPEAR THE
SAME BUT JACKIE COULDN'T RESIST
MAKI NGES.

NG A FEW CHA!

THE DARKHESS CREATED BY: David Hine - Writer
W S s Sl Lo ‘Jeremy Haun - Artist
oo~ John Rauch-golorist

: } Troy Peteri - Letters

Vineont Hufin Filip Sablik - Etlitor

THE DARKNESS* VOLUME THREE, ISSUE ONE HUNDRED FOUR.  June
2012, FIRST PRINTING nics Inc. Office o

For Top Cow Productions, Inc.
Coverarthy-

Jeremy Haun

&
John Rauch

o regarding the CPSTA on this printed
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NO! NO! NO! What am I saying? She’s a young kid and the whole thing must have been
traumatizing for her. She was just dealing with it in her own way. We should all be grateful
she came out of this so well.

Jenny is the one I'm really worried for. She is one of the most intelligent, sophisticated, gutsy
ladies I have ever known. Always on top of
things. I know some of the stuff she went
through with Jackie when they were younger.
She told me once how she came an inch away
from being killed by Jackie’s mobster pals and
he saved her. Risked his life for her big time.
Jenny says it was a miracle they both came
out of it alive. I know he would do anything
for her. Literally anything. But I don’t know if
he can help her with the changes she’s going
through. She used to be so sharp and now...
sometimes she looks so vacant. She acts like
she’s hardly even there. She forgets things

too. I swear earlier today she looked at me as
if she had no idea who I even was. Then she
asked me “What are those things?” Pointing
at the peacocks that Jackie bought for a king’s
ransom as a birthday treat for her. “What are
those things?”

Something is going very badly wrong in this house. I'm not going to run away from it. Jackie hired me
to protect Jenny and Hope with my life, and I will. But the terms of the contract have changed and it
scares the hell out of me. Jackie took me aside today and he told me something... I don't want to write
it... I have this awful feeling that if I write it, it’s going to make it happen... but I have to see it in
black and white.

So here is what he said. Word for word: “Charlotte, you have to promise me that you'll protect Jenny
and Hope whatever happens.” And here I start to tell him, “Of course I will. I'm sorry for what
happened today, I won't let that happen again.” And he interrupts me and says, “I know that. I know
you think you'll be ready next time. But you have to promise, if it comes to it, to save them...

...youll kill me.”

He made me say it. He made me promise. I don't know why, but I do know that when Jackie Estacado
says something like that there’s a damned good reason. So I made the promise. I promised that to save
Jenny and Hope I will kill the man I love. There it is. In black and white. My confession. I love Jackie

Estacado. That's my secret. And now I'm going to delete this, wipe the drive, smash the computer into
pieces, dump it in the lake and go back to doing my job.
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This is not a good idea. I should delete everything I've written. Now. Wipe the hard
drive. Then smash this laptop with a sledgehammer and dump it in the lake.

Okay. Be calm. Be rational. All the files are encrypted. I know what I'm doing here.
I'm a professional. No one can read my journal but me. Jackie Estacado will never
know what I'm thinking. Right. So why do I get the chills every time he looks at
me, like he’s looking into my head? Shit, shit, SHIT!!!

He’s not psychic. He’s not going to read this. I'm okay. Also I saved the lives of his
wife and daughter today, so he owes me big time. In the end that’s what counts. ..
to do my job, to protect Jenny and Hope. I should never have let them out of my
sight in the first place. The whole thing was weird. Why did Hope run out the back
way like that? It’s almost like she wanted to get into trouble. She used to be such a
sweet kid. Still is, I guess. But there’s something wrong that I can’t put my finger
on. She’s changed these past few days — ever since Bastet scratched her. Maybe
before that. Yes. It was when Jackie disappeared into the basement for almost a
week. And what the hell was that about? I'm used to his unusual behavior, but even
by his standards that was freaking bizarre. The whole family is acting strangely to
tell the truth. Hope and her mutant cats. God, I wish they had drowned those little
monsters at birth. Even Bastet is terrified of them. She ran away right after they
were born and hasn’t been seen since.

So let’s get this sorted out in my head at least: Jackie spends a week in the basement.
After he comes up he acts like some kind of wimp around Jenny. She’s kicked him
out of the bedroom — I know that for sure. Outside of home though, out in the
world, he’s making waves. This gang war with the Bulgarians is all over the news.
Jackie doesn’t talk about it, but Lorenzo knows and he tells me everything. Jackie’s
people have been putting down the opposition with extreme prejudice. Bodies

all over. I guess Jenny knows and that’s why she’s denied him his conjugal rights.
Conjugal rights... Jesus! Listen to me.

So...Jackie’s under a lot of pressure all round and he isn't getting laid. The kind of

guy he is, it’s hardly surprising he goes crazy when some muscle-bound apes try

to bump off his family. Still and all, that was seriously messed up. He would have
killed them if Wilson hadn’t stopped him. He did it in front of everyone too. Right
in front of Hope. And she didn’t bat an eye. That was scary. The others were all
watching the action but I was watching her. She was smiling, like the whole thing
was entertainment put on for her benefir.
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enny Romano steps out of her gleaming pearl Mercedes and,

flipping her hair over her shoulder, catches the wayward
glance of a stocky man in a shimmering suit across the street.
She tips her Chanel sunglasses to flash a quick “What are you
looking at?” scowl. Inside, however, she is terrified. At her core,
this life doesn’t sit well with her. How did she wake up one
moming to find herselfin a bed of Fgyptian cotton sheets, in a
house so large she actually refers to her home as an estate, living
with a husband who used to only notice all of the other women
and a beautiful daughter whose birth she cannot remember?
She sees the violence on the news and wonders how she entered
this lifestyle with her present company. She doesn’t know
if the man across the street is an overcager playboy masking
his erection with his suit jacket — or a Bulgarian gangster,
concealing his Beretta 92FS until he receives the order to strike
at her. None of this opulence and stress feels like it should
be her life. She is not the loud, foul-mouthed drama queen
who applies her lashes thick and keeps her pocket vanity close
at hand to monitor her trout-pout for her next Restylane
appointment. She is not organizing her stilettos by the length
of their heels nor angling to co-star in a VHI original series.

Jenny Romano is the girl next door. Only thing is, the
next door over didn open into a cozy house in Nassau County,
complete with white trim and the smell of a fresh apple pie
baking in the kitchen. The next door over was down a hallway
painted in an antiseptic green hue that flickered under the

| exposed fluorescent lights. Jenny grew up in the Bowery,
i tasting the reek of whiskey-tinged urine and rotting garbage
that wafted from the streets and penetrated the sweating walls
of their poorly insulated rooms in St. Gerald’s orphanage.

And in the mob world, when you start out as a waif with
no family ties, it doesn’t get much better from there. But this
world is not hers, it’s Jackies. Jenny had her head on straight.
| She didn’t fall into drugs or prostitution. She didn't feel the need
to compensate for her past by seeking her name in lights over
Broadway or aggressively taking over competing firms on Wall
Street. Jenny kept it simple. A normal life was her ambition.
And it was a decision made in defiance, to unburden herself
from her neglected and abusive upbringing. But if there’s one
fatal flaw that Jenny has forever had, it is her dedication to the
idea that Jackie Fstacado is the only man who can make her feel
safe. And from that one flaw, everything has become twisted.

Before the Darkness became her neighbor, she was a
woman destined to be crushed. When Jackie was still knocking
off goons for the Franchetti family, she kept her bartending gig
at Keyser’s to stay close to him. When she learned of Jackies
mob connections and fled New York, pleading for him to doa
little good, it wasn't too long before she was crossing his path
again.

In this new universe, Jackie has righted his wrongs and
allowed himself a do-over. Too bad he never thought to
consider if he should right the wrong Jenny made in the past —
the mistake that she stayed by his side.
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