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“ComicBooKs! | WORK WITH PEOPLE WHO CAN PUNCH
THROUGH A PLANET, THE DEAD WHO WALK, POST-CoLb WAR
ASSASSINS, COSMIC BEINGS, THIEVES AND COPS, TALKING
DINOSAURS! THAT'S PRETTY DAMN COOL.”

RUS WOOTON
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“(Haun’s) artwork easily sells the emotion behind

Hine’s script.”

“David Hine and Jeremy Haun have kicked off this
new chapter in The Darkness with one hell of a
teaser beginning.”

~ nFamous Gamers

afia hitman Jackie Estacado was both blessed and
Mcursed on his 21st birthday when he became the

bearer of The Darkness, an elemental force granting
those who wield it neary limitless power in the shadows. For
the first time in his life, Estacado has everything he’s ever
wanted -- wealth, powey, & family -- but can he hold onto it
for long?
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For the laest Image Comics news and previews: (1) visit www.imagecomics.com (2) friend on Facebook (3) follow on Twiter (Gimagecomics)

lim McCannis the writer of Inage Comics’ new
seres Mind the Gap. Other comics he has written
include Return of the Dapper Men (Archaia) and
Hawkeye and Mockingbird (Marvel). Fun fact
about Jim: He also wrote for the ABC daytime
drama One Life fo Live. He lives in New York City.
Follow him on Twitter -- @imMcCann. His website is
www.jimmecannonline.com.

What are you working on right now?
I'm in the middle of three different creator-owned
projects at the moment and they are all exciting-
oneis o secrel: the otheris he second book in the
DAPPER MEN series, TIME OF THE DAPPER MEN: and
my first ongoing series at Image. MIND THE GAP.

What's the best part of your job?
The fact that the dream I've had since lwas 10
years old has come true. [ still get excited every
fime o new page of art comes in that's o visual of
something I've written.

What's the worst part of your job?
I'm o really happy guy. so this is fough. If Ihad to
pick out something | guess it would be that I'm rot
very good at setling specific "working hours." so |
feellike there's not really time off.

How did you first discover comics?
summer camp. They had comics in the infimary
and |used to prefend Iwas really sick because then
I could read comics. And it had air conditioning.

If you weren't working in comics, what would you
be doing?

Probably working in theater. Or busting my butt to
getin the door in comics!

What's the strangest thing a fan has ever said fo
you?

Some guy ot @ panel asked a question about

a controversial storyline Marvel was doing, |
answered, and he yelled "You're a coward!" And
then he ran out of the room. defining the word
coward.

What are you most likely to complain o an editor
about?

I'm getling better. but it's hard for me fo separate
getling notes as being something fo make the story
better as opposed fo seeing it as places | failed

the story.

What s the single work of which you're most proud?
RETURN OF THE DAPPER MEN. It was my first time
stepping out and telling o story that was purely
created by myself (and co-creator/artist Janet Lee}
a5 opposed fo working insomeone else's sandiox.

Who is the biggest influence on yourwork?
Probably my dad was. But as for influences on my
writing... Ross Macdonald., Raymond Chandler.
Richard Stark, Patricia Highsmith, Milan Kundera,
Alan Moore, and Johnny Craig.

Image Crieaani % Wgus s regered averarks of g Coies I

MIND THE GAP #'I

Own up to one of your guilly pleasures.
Until it was cancelled recently. lloved the soap
opera One Life To Live.

What was the last comic book you bought?
Fatale #2.

Who would play you in @ movie about your life?
Roger Rabibil.

Pick three things you couldn't live without.
Macaroni & Cheese, Dr. Pepper, and oxygen.

What's the strangest thing you have in yourhouse?
Idon't know about strangest. but my blind cat is
pretly freaking amazing. She is like Daredevil —
you'd never know she's biind.

Whenwas the last time you laughed outloud?
All the time, usually something on YouTube
involving stars falling on o runway or on stage.

What music are you listening o these days?
Alot of music scores and music from the *40s. Both
help me write.

What s your favorite film of ol time?
AARGHI | hate picking these! Probably All About
Eve. By the fime this prints. that answer will
probably be different.

Who is your best friend?
My incredible spouse.

Whatis the worst advice you've everreceived?
“No, | swear, you'll LOVE the Goat Cheese in this." (|
hate goat cheese.}

Whenwas the last time you were fruly frightened?
When DAPPER MEN went to the printerand | had no
idea if people would like i.

Name someone you really admire and explain why.
Katharine Hepburn. She always did things her
way. And early in her career, affer a few successes
and then o few flops, she was labeled "Box Office
Poison." So she took herfate into her own hands,
bought the film rights fo The Philadelphia Story. and
made the greatest comeback ever.

What would you like fo see happen in comics in the
next 12 months?

Fans & refailers faking chances on creator-owned
books. If you like someone's work on one of the
“Big Two's" characters, come see what they do
with their own imagination. A healthier market in
general. And for MIND THE GAP to be on issue 12.

What the world needs now is...
For me to stop rambling. And cheaper airfare so |
can see more of if. (the world, not my rambling}
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Written by David Hine

L

Carlos Toledo lived alone since his divorce and he liked it that way. Being on
Jackie Estacado’s payroll gave him a good lifestyle. A Manhattan penthouse apartment
didn’t come cheap and if Internal Affairs ever got a look at the place he would have
a few awkward questions to answer. Who would have thought he would ever be
able to afford an original Frazetta? Yet there it was, hanging in his lounge between
the twin picture windows looking out over the lights of downtown Manhattan.
Conan the Barbarian, glaring down with cold eyes, the bloody sword between his
legs, a voluptuous woman proudly submissive at his feet sprawled atop the bones
of Conan’s defeated enemies. Catlos glared back, his hands clenched into fists, his
expression matching the barbarian’s. Nobody fucks with Carlos Toledo.

His run in with Baptiste and Gleason had left him in a bad mood and he needed
to improve it fast. He opened the drinks cabinet and selected the Hankey Bannister
whisky. Forty years old, and six hundred bucks for a bottle. Thank you, Jackie. I owe
it all to you. He poured a generous three fingers of the classic blend and waved it
under his nose before taking sip. Twenty minutes later he was on his fourth glass and
sucking it down like cheap beer to kill the taste of the magic mushrooms. Shrooms!
He giggled. The mushrooms were his nephew’s. His sister had told him she was
wortied about the kid, convinced he was on some kind of drugs. So Carlos has
rousted the kid out of his bed one night, scared the shit out of the poor bastard, and
confiscated a sack of mushrooms and a half-pound of dope.
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Carlos has never tried mushrooms before, dismissing them as a hippy drug, but
he really got a kick out of them. They put him in a good place. Specifically they
took him back to the day his life changed. He sat back on the couch, drifting on
the current of booze and Psilocybin and watched that day play out in front of him
like 2 movie. That night he had been heading to a meet with a snitch. His partner
Bob Hansen was bitching about the guy. “Wheels’ Morrison was a mid-range dealer
they had busted six months earlier - a three-time loser willing to do anything to
avoid jail. They had offered him the usual deal. Six months later, the jerk had given
them nothing but street corner pushers and a couple of crack houses. So they gave
him an ultimatum. Time to trade up and give them something major or his ass was
grass. Morrison had promised them the names, location and time for a large-scale
delivery of high-grade cocaine. Big enough to ensure the presence of one of Jackie
Estacado’s lieutenants. Bob was skeptical. You really think this asshole has that kind
of information? He’s taking us for a ride. If this sounds like bullshit, I say we bust the

fuck and be done with him.

Twenty minutes later they were in a room with one very dead Wheels Morrison,
Jackie Estacado’s right-hand man, Wilson and unbelievably, Jackie Estacado himself.
Equally unbelievable was that they had gotten the drop on the mobsters. Jackie and
Wilson were staring bleakly at the business end of the detectives’ police issue Smith
and Wessons. Toledo’s partner was positively gleeful. Jackie fucking Estacado, you
are under motherfucking arrest! This was big. Estacado himself, caught literally red-
handed at the scene, standing over the body of the snitch who had been about to
betray him. It was a carcer-changing moment for sure, but when Toledo looked into
the cold eyes of Jackie Estacado, he didn’t see fame and promotion. He saw his own
death — imminent and gruesome and painful. Call it in, Carlos. These fuckers so
much as twitch and I'll blow them away. Estacado ignored Hansen. He knew Carlos
Toledo was the man with a future. There was the hint of a smile on his lips as Toledo
swung the barrel of his gun around and blew a hole in the head of his partner and
best friend. Carlos figured he had done him a favor. Bob Hansen had died quickly
and died happy. Not a bad way to go at all.

Now Catlos Toledo was a rich and powerful man. His superior officers were at
his beck and call. A nod from him could signal the end of a career. Hell, it could
signal the end of a life. No investigation of organized crime in New York went ahead
without his unofficial guidance. The depth of corruption was breathtaking. And he
was at the top of the heap. He looked again at Frazetta’s painting of Conan and a chill
hand clutched his vitals. The barbarian’s flesh seemed to be rotting from his body,
the face a skull. Even the woman at his feet had taken on the pallor of death. From
the heap of the barbarian’s victims, a face stared out at him. The corpse lifted its dead
hand and pointed a bony finger at him. He recognized the voice though it was no
more than a cracked whisper. I'll be seeing you, buddy. I'll be seeing you real soon.
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original story by IMark IMillar and Jae Lee.
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