
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  
    
      [image: page]
    

  OPS/images/0001.jpeg
\\\\\

1Y)

N\ ‘:‘ -
A N
\\\\ \: / 9‘ \ ‘W\
\ > Vi
S Rl |“’
N d ) ’
e [\
LS i
/ .i'
){ le
i ( ///l’//
W
\ﬁ‘.“
N ?N\

DARKNESS FALLS:/
THE DEATH OF ]ACKIE ESTAGADO PART 1

\\

WY/

|"’ ' 4'(

\u il

DAVID HINE GABRIEL'\REARTE « BETSY GONIA

www.lopcow.com
it |





OPS/images/0030.jpeg
B\ T ' =
2 G v \\ %
\\' AR\ wiLLINGLY, { | \er ,.\\
i < “f SR )

NOT JUST MY
HUSK, BUT MY
KNOWLEDGE--MY
HOLY BLOOD. NOT
JUST THE SPEAR,
BUT THE BODY
DESIGNED TO
WIELD IT.

YOU CAN
POSSESS THE
MAGDALENA.
JUST LET THE
GIRL 0.

NO TRICK. JUST
PROMISE THAT
YOU'LL LET KARINE
GO LINHARMED.

N |






OPS/images/0031.jpeg
COME SOONER, I MIGHT'VE BEEN
ABLE TO STOP THIS. IF T HAD
SHOWN MORE...FELLOWSHIR T
MIGHT'VE SEEN THIS COMING.

BUT T AM STILL
SORRY. I COULD
HAVE PREVENTED
THIS. ALL T CAN
DO 1S PUT YOUR
BODIES TO REST--
AND TAKE CARE
IT'S NOT ABOUT
RITUAL...IT'S NOT
EVEN ABOUT
COMMUNITY OR
OBLIGATION.

COMMUNION, THAT
l GROUPTHINK-- THAT'S

HOW THIS THING GOT IN
HERE IN THE FIRST
[#8.  PLACE. HOW IT
B INFILTRATED YOU.

i/
% f* !

= /‘ﬂlk A 2





OPS/images/0032.jpeg
\\
FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS OF
HOMELAND AND HEROES

THE DEEPER YOU DIG, THE FURTHER
YOU GET FROM THE TRUTH.

EVENT SERIES MARCH 5
THURSDAYS 10/9C

TS

DIGDECODED.COM RATED T+ / TEEN PLUS





OPS/images/0028.jpeg





OPS/images/0029.jpeg
N OLUReME M
& HERE. WHY? 48






OPS/images/0026.jpeg
Iy /% .\ == il
/,'}v ;

] 1 4 / \ P
® ¥ A A Tas
A - | \'@ 6
-4, -\ ad
y Iz,






OPS/images/0027.jpeg
b | RECEIVED A
LETTER--18
8 )\ KARINE..?

-






OPS/images/0024.jpeg
I






OPS/images/0025.jpeg
SAY IT FEELS
/ GOOD TO BE

T COULDN'T
WAIT TO BE






OPS/images/0022.jpeg
i 4 // L)
DARKNESS FALES:ZEHE DEATH OF
]ACKIE ESTACADO PART 2






OPS/images/0023.jpeg
TOPrP COW IS PROUD TO PRESENT ONE OF THE
2013 TALENT HUNT RUNNER UPS IN...

ADELPHIA

RYAN CADY - Wiiter
PHILLIP SEVY e Artist
ROSS CAMPBELL ¢ Colorist
TROY PETERI e Letterer
BETSY GONIA - Editor





OPS/images/0020.jpeg
8 THAT WAS THE
fm MOMENT.

WE DON'T
| NEED YOUR
i HELP.

BT
YOU ENOUGH TO Hﬁ_gpfé\{{/;/&
KILL You, JACKIE. / -

KNOW
WHY YOU'VE
COME HERE. YOU
CAME HERE
70 TAKE ME
AWAY!

o™

SHE
GETS ANGRY
SOMETIMES...

...THEN SHE

TURNS INTO

THE WITCHY
GIRL.






OPS/images/0021.jpeg
I DON'T CARE
THAT SHE DIED. WE
DON'T NEED HER. WE
DON'T NEED ANYONE.
THE ANC/ENT ONES
ARE OUR FRIENDS.
THEY'RE COMING.
DADDY'S BRINGING
THEM AND THEN WE'LL
D0 WHATEVER WE
WANT.

8 I SAW THAT THIS
WAS NEVER THE
REAL HOPE. YoU

DIDN'T BRING HER
BACK AT ALL. You
MADE A NEW
HOPE...

T0/BEACONCLUDED...





OPS/images/0019.jpeg
I KILLED HER.
§ SHE WAS My BEST
FRIEND AND
KILLED HER. AND T
CAN'T BRING HER
BACK.

SHE'S NOT -
TALKING ABOUT
W\ THAT THING 1S

SHE?

Jy WHoO
DID SHE
KILL?

--CHARLOTTE
WAS GOING TO
KILL JACKIE. SHE
CAME HERE WITH
A GUN.

HOPE
{ ONLY DID IT
TO SAVE HER
DADDY.

WHAT'S
SHE DOING
HERE?






OPS/images/0017.jpeg





OPS/images/0018.jpeg
'™
SORRY.
I'M 5O
SORRY.

2

-
[
MMMEEEEE
|
o

WAS. WHO T
USED TO BE.

| FOR A MOMENT,
T SWEAR, SHE
” KNEW WHO T

I CAN'T DO
IT. MAKING A
PERSON 1S
TOO HARD.





OPS/images/0015.jpeg
WHAT
THE HELL IS
GOING ON ==
HERE? WHO

IS THAT? 07 aRLoTTE.
SHE WAS HOPE'S
NANNY. WE ALL
LIKED CHARLOTTE

S\ BUT SHE HAD TO /Il
6O AWAY.
JACKIE WAS
R

{ GOING TO MAKE ||

HER INTO A
\ CREEPER.

CREEPER? I CALL THEM
WHAT'S A THAT BECAUSE THEY &
CREEPER? CREEP AROUND AND

YOU DON'T HEAR
N THE

T

BT
[ [ [T






OPS/images/0016.jpeg
ONE TOUCH WAS ENOUGH
TO TELL ME, THIS THING
WAS NO LONGER ALIVE.

N No LoNGER
EVEN HLMAN.

THE DARKNESS HAD
TAKEN TS SOLIL,
MADE IT A BEING OF
ABSOLUTE
CORRUPTION, A
WALKING DISEASE.

IT WON'T MAKE
ANY DIFFERENCE.
JACKIE SEES
THROUGH THEIR
EYES.

HE ALREADY
KNOWS YOU'RE
HERE.






OPS/images/0013.jpeg





OPS/images/0014.jpeg
LET HER
FINISH. BEST
NOT TO
INTERRUPT HER
WHEN SHE'S
LIKE THAT.

I SENT You
AWAY, SO YOU'D
BE SAFE.

YOU SHOULDN'T
HAVE lﬁgMEE BACK

SHOULDN'T
HAVE TRIED
TO KILL
DADDY.






OPS/images/0011.jpeg
ICAN

CURLY AND
LARRY WERE
S DEAD.

I BROUGHT
YOU BACK AND

I NEED TO
THINK HARD...
PICTURE HER IN
MY HEAD...





OPS/images/0012.jpeg
Al il I

N I CHOSE TO KEEP MY
MEMORIES OF HOPE FROM
THE FORMER UNIVERSE.

I

| J
Bl MY DAUGHTER NEVER
?j GOT TO BE AS OLD AS
! THIS, BUT T CAN SEE MY
LITTLE GIRL IN HER ...

THE WAY SHE |

ITES HER LIP

WHEN SHE'S g
| CONCENTRATING...






OPS/images/0010.jpeg
MYSELF,
WHATEVER T
FELT IN MY
HEART...

THE TRUTH IS, T WAS THE
ONE WHO WAS AFRAID. ARAM
WAS RIGHT. AFTER THE LAST

TIME, I DIDN'T WANT TO
SEE HOPE AGAIN.

THE LACK OF

RECOGNITION IN HER
EYES. TO KNOW SHE
HAS NO MEMORY O






OPS/images/0008.jpeg
>

EREWHON.

HE KNEW I'D
END UP KILLING
YOU. IT'S WHAT

HE WANTED, WHAT
HE NEEDED, WHAT
HE PLANNED. HE
JUST HAD TO MAKE
ME_HATE YOU
ENOUGH.

GO INSIDE. FIND JENNY
AND HOPE. MAKE SURE
THEY'RE SAFE.

/ —

O}

e

S
o (e, wen

1,

S
NOT HERE. T'LL
FIND HIM AND
BRING HIM TO
You.

|
:

VAR N

THE WHOLE SETUP
WAS WRONG. T'M A
COP FOR CHRIST'S
SAKE. T KNOW WHEN
I'M WALKING INTO
SOME KIND OF TRAP...






OPS/images/0009.jpeg
AND I'M HOPE'S
MOTHER. YES,
THAT'S IT.

I STILL FORGET N
SOMETIMES, BUT

I'M GETTING

JENNY, IT'S
SARA. DO You
REMEMBER

ME?

YOU'RE
THE LADY THAT
SAVED ME
FROM...

~ ...FROM
SOMETHING. .. SOME

BAD PEOPLE...






OPS/images/0006.jpeg
T DIDN'T
COME HERE e
TO KILL You . J b0 F ——— (7 S\
T SWEAR 1 : | el SARA PEZZIN|, )//, SN W
DIDN'T. T ENoU 0 ALY il ‘
| You. 4 i & =)\
IT WAS ARAM L
WHO BROUIGHT
ME HERE. HE
SHOWED LIP IN
MY APARTMENT.
LITERALLY
APPEARED OUT
OF NOWHERE,

--I KNOW WHO You
ARE. ARAM THE
WITCH-KING, FORMER }
WIELDER OF THE
DARKNESS. _
YOU'VE SPENT
THE LAST FIVE
MUNDRED YEARS
WANDERING THE
EARTH, CAUSING
TROUBLE.

BUT WHO'S
COUNTING,
RIGHT?

YOU WANT TO_*
TELL ME WHY YOou
THINK IT'S OKAY TO

G APPARATE INTO MY
BEDROOM WITHOUT
AN INVITATION?

YOU SAID YOU WERE READY
TO FIGHT THE ANC/IENT
ONES, WHEREVER THEY
APPEARED.
JACKIE IS PLANNING
TO OPEN UP EVERY
PORTAL ON THE EARTH
AND BRING THEM BACK--
ALL OF THEM.

IF THAT
HAPPENS THE BATTLE IS
- OVER. THERE WILL BE NO
il MORE BALANCE BETWEEN
LIGHT AND DARK, NO
MORE ARTIFACTS, NO
WITCHBLADE.

ONLY THE
| DARKNESS. .






OPS/images/0007.jpeg
T UNDERSTAND THAT
YOU DON'T WANT TO
SEE HOPE WITH
JENNY--

--UNDERSTAND?
SHE WAS MY DAUGHTER.
JACKIE TOOK HER A

FROM ME. HOW COULD

You POss/BLY

UNDERSTAND--

¥ 1 NEED YOU
TO COME WITH ME

TO EREWHON AND
PERSUADE JACKIE
TO ABANDON THIS
INSANE PACT HE
HAS MADE WITH
THE ANCIENT
ONES.

FIND
SOMEONE
ELSE. I'M NOT
GOING TO
EREWHON.

I HAVE LOST MANY TALK TO JACKIE. IF HE DOESN'T LISTEN, T
DAUGHTERS. EVERYONE HAVE THE TALISMANS THAT WILL BIND HIM
T KNEW AND LOVED IS AND NEUTRALIZE HIS POWER.
LONG RETURNED TO
DUST,
MY CONCERN IS
THE SURVIVAL OF
HUMANITY. T DON'T
HAVE THE TIME TO
INDULGE YOUR
SELF-PITY.

. —
% BUT THEY WILL
; ONLY WORK IN LINION
. WITH THE ONE WEAPON

THAT BALANCES THE
LIGHT AND THE DARK.

TRUTH?

BAD HABIT OF
S MINE. T NEVER LEE. &





OPS/images/0004.jpeg
..THE HOME JACKIE
ESTACADO BUILT

JACKIE,

YOU COMPLETE
AND UTTER |
BASTARD...






OPS/images/0005.jpeg





OPS/images/0002.jpeg
DARKNESS FALLS: THE DEATH OF JACKIE ESTACADO PART 1

DAVID HINE ¢ writer
GABRIEL REARTE e artist
BETSY GONIA ¢ colorist & editor
TROY PETERI © letterer

COVER A * DALE KEOWN COVER B * STJEPAN SEJIC COVER C * LINDA SEJIC

WITCHBLADE CREATED BY MARC SILVESTRI, DAVID WOHL, BRIAN HABERLIN, & MICHAEL TURNER

Top Cow Productions, Inc. Al rights reserved, "Witchbiade. the Wirchbiade logos. Marc Silvestri - CEO
and the ik Matt Hawkins - President and COO
Betsy Gonia - Managing Editor
Elena Salcedo - Operations Manager

WITCHBLADE® ISSUE 180, FEBRUARY 2015 Published by Imaga Comics inc. Offce of For Top Cow Productions, Inc.

of al featured characters (numan or
femark of Top Cow Productions, nc. Im
logo are trademarks of Image Comics Inc. The charactars, ev
publicaton are entrly fictonal. Any resemblance to actual p Ryan Cady - Editorial Assistant
dead), events, instutions, o Vincent Valentine - Production Assistnat
of this publcation may be repn ar transmitzad, i any form or by any means.

et S el e e e Overion® www.10[1COW.COII






OPS/images/0003.jpeg
PREVIOUSLY IN

SARA PEZZINI WAS A NEW YORK CITY
POLICE DETECTIVE, BUT HER LIFE
CHANGED FOREVER WHEN SHE CAME
INTO POSSESSION OF A POWERFUL

ARTIFACT CALLED THE WITCHBLADE.

THOUGH THE WITCHBLADE MOST OF TEN TAKES THE FORM
OF AMYSTIC GAUNTLET, IN TRUTH IT IS THE OFFSPRING
OF THE UNIVERSE’S PRIMAL FORCES, THE DARKNESS
AND THE ANGELUS, AND MEANT TO ACT AS A BALANCE
BETWEEN THE DARK AND THE LIGHT.

THERE WAS A TIME
WHEN THE WORL-D
WAS FACED WITH
DESTRUCTION.
SARA PEZZINI,
BEARER OF THE
WITCHELADE,
BELIEVED THAT
oNLY THE DEATH OF
HER CHIL-D, HOPE,
CoUL-D SAVE
THE WORL-D.

HOPE’S FATHER WAS
JACKIE ESTACADO,
BEARER OF THE
DARKNESS.

Al AT THE MOMENT OF HOPE’S DEATH HE REBUILT THE

A WORLD, CHANGING IT S0 THAT HOPE DID NOT DIE. |
INSTEAD HE BROUGHT BACK HIS DEAD GIRLFRIEND, |
JENNY ROMANO, AND MADE HER HOPE’S MOTHER

R 2

\ THESE CHANGES WERE ANOMALIES
THAT THREATENED THE STABILITY
OF THE UNIVERSE AND IT WAS
DECIDED THAT JENNY MUST DIE.
SARA WAS THE oNLY oNE oF THE
ARTIFACT BEARERS WHO
DEFENDED JENNY.

NoW IT SEEMS THAT JACKIE FORMER DARKNESS BEARER, ARAM,

ESTACADO HAS ALLIED ~ i KNoWsS THAT JACKIE MUST DIE AND
HIMSELF WITH THE ANCIENT Y/ THE DARKNESS WITH HIM.
ONES, AN EVIL- FORCE THAT / 3 S

WILL BRING EVERLASTING N\
DARKNESS TO THE EARTH. 3






