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THE WITCHING HOUR

My name is Ryan Cady, an assistant editor here at Top Cow, and I'd like to welcome you
to The Witching Hour. Think of this like the “Science Class” segments in Matt Hawkins’
books, Aphrodite IX and Think Tank — except more liberal artsy. The Top Cow Universe is
a big, complicated place with an incredibly rich history; if you’ve only picked up Witchblade
since the Rebirth (or if you only pick up Witchblade, period) you may find yourself a little
confused at times. That’s what this space is for! In The Witching Hour, you'll find character
histories, little known facts, and important bits of universe folklore to help you better
understand what’s going on in the complex world of Witchblade!

Let’s get started...

made a shocking discovery — the current Angelus
is none other than Jenny Estacado neé Romano,
widow of the dead-but-not-forgotten Jackie
Estacado, Bearer of the Darkness!

nﬂﬂii el W = 3 In this month’s issue of Witchblade, Sara Pezzini
=g |
5

e
3,"1:,‘

v

Back before Jackie Estacado was a fearsome
gangster and supernatural powerhouse,

there was one good thing in his life — Jenny
Romano. They grew up together at St. Gerard’s
Orphanage, and when Jackie left that horrible
place to live as the adopted son of Mafioso
Frankie “Kill The Children Too” Franchetti, he
made sure that Jenny was still taken care of. They loved each other, but couldn’t admit it,
and when the Darkness awoke in Jackie, he knew he was too dangerous to stick around.
So he kept Jenny at arm’s length, to protect her, but his plan backfired.

Way back in The Darkness #40, Jackie grew a conscience. He wanted out of the mob
business for good. So he went to the FBI and told them everything he could about about
his Uncle Frankie’s dirty business tactics, and went into witness protection. Of course,
Frankie had friends in high places, and he was onto Jackie, so as payback, he took the
one thing he knew Jackie couldn’t replace — Jenny Romano.

Uncle Frankie took Jenny to a warehouse, tied her up, and killed her — and the sick
bastard filmed the whole thing and sent it to Jackie. Jackie eventually got his payback,
burning his unsavory father figure and his cronies alive, but the damage had already
been done. Jenny was
dead. Jackie attempted

to move on, engaging

in an on-again-off-again
relationship with our
heroine, Sara Pezzini,
and even (through less-
than-conventional means)
having a child with her.
But out of all his mistakes,
losing Jenny was the one
he felt most.
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But then, in the events of Artifacts, Jackie had
a chance to bring her back. The Bearer of the
Darkness used Hope, his daughter with Sara,
and recreated the entire Universe, bending
events to his liking. In his new paradise, Jenny
had never died — he got the drop on Frankie
and slaughtered his men, heroically saving his
ladylove. They made a life together, and Hope
became their child — not a child of the balance
between Witchblade and Darkness, but a child
of pure Darkness (which, if you've read The
Darkness recently, turns out about as well as
you’d expect).

The thing is, Jackie did a bad job when he made
this new world. He didn’t smooth out the cracks,
and it wasn’t long before poor Jenny, who was
never supposed to live in the first place, began
to lose her mind. The fabricated memories of a
life with Jackie, of surviving Frankie Franchetti’s
attack, of giving birth to Hope — these things
didn’t really happen, and the weight of a false
reality sent her into a childlike state, an early
onset dementia.

In the Progeny crossover, Tilly Grimes noted that all of the altered portions of the new
universe revolved around Jenny, and for the good of all mankind, Tom Judge, Bearer of
the Rapture, gathered as many Artifacts-Bearers as he could to attack Jackie’s estate,
Erewhon, intending to kill Jenny and set the world right. But at the last second, Sara
Pezzini intervened, because Jenny was innocent. Of course, that was two years ago,

and since Jenny’s looking none-too-innocent at the moment, it leaves us with some
burning questions — namely, how did the childlike bride of the most infamous Bearer of the
Darkness become his most hated foe, the Angelus?

All good things come to those who wait, Top Cow fans.
See you next month!

-Ryan Cady
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PREVIOUSLY IN

SARA PEZZINI WAS A NEW YORK CITY
POLICE DETECTIVE, BUT HER LIFE
CHANGED FOREVER WHEN SHE CAME
INTO POSSESSION OF A POWERFUL

ARTIFACT CALLED THE WITCHBLADE.

THOUGH THE WITCHBLADE MOST OFTEN TAKES THE FORM
OF AMYSTIC GAUNTLET, IN TRUTH IT IS THE OFFSPRING
OF THE UNIVERSE’S PRIMAL- FORCES, THE DARKNESS
AND THE ANGELUS, AND MEANT TO ACT AS A BALANCE
BETWEEN THE DARK AND THE LIGHT.

\

‘ ™ : \ N , .
TWO YEARS AGO, SARA RID HERSELF OF THE [ 5] BUT A FRAGMENT OF THE WITCHBLADE FOUND (TS
BURDEN OF TE WITCHBLADE AND BECAME WAY BACK TO SARA, WHO BY THEN WAS SUSPENDED
SHERIFF IN AN UPSTATE NEW YORK COONTY. v | FROM HER SHERIFF DUTIES DUE 10 INSURIES. \
-

-~ e - - - - o — A

MEANWHILE, THE ANGELUS HAD
COME INTO POSSESSION OF
THE REMAINDER OF THE ARA UNSUCCESSFULLY PETITION
WITABLADE, GLEEFULLY AYOR MAGUIRE FOR REINSTATEME!
WIEL-DING ITS POWER. T0 HER DUTIES.

THE ANGELUS THEN APPEARED,
INTENDING TO ELIMINATE
SARA AND REUNITE THE
FUL- WITCHBLADE.






