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THE WITCHING HOUR

My name is Ryan Cady, an assistant editor here at Top Cow, and I'd like to welcome you
to The Witching Hour. Think of this like the “Science Class” segments in Matt Hawkins’
books, Aphrodite IX and Think Tank — except more liberal artsy. The Top Cow Universe is
a big, complicated place with an incredibly rich history; if you’ve only picked up Witchblade
since the Rebirth (or if you only pick up Witchblade, period) you may find yourself a little
confused at times. That’s what this space is for! In The Witching Hour, you'll find character
histories, little known facts, and important bits of universe folklore to help you better
understand what’s going on in the complex world of Witchblade!

Let’s get started...

The Order of the Magdalene has been around for centuries,
ever since a nun named Arianne de la Croix discovered she
was the descendent of Mary Magdalene and a certain Son of
God. Logically, this led to her becoming the Catholic Church’s
official Guardian and demon-killer, and thus, in 1253, the first
Magdalena was born. And of course, we’ve seen Magdalenas
fight pirates, we’ve seen Magdalenas fight Hitler, and we’ve
even seen Magdalenas team-up with the Darkness and the
Witchblade to fight Lovecraftian monstrosities in 19th Century
Chicago. So they’re pretty established.

Of course, this mythology isn’'t Top Cow
exclusive — thumbing through any Dan
Brown novel will give you more than
your fill of Jesus-as-a-dad conspiracy
theories — and neither is her Artifact,
the Spear of Destiny. In modern Judeo-
Christian tradition, the Spear was
wielded by a Roman soldier named
Longinus, and when it pierced the side
of Christ it was coated in His holy blood,
and thus the Spear of Destiny was
created. TC Universe history asserts,
however, that before it was hammered
into a spear, the Artifact was still one of
the 13. Whether it could still rip through
demons and show the wicked their
sins, well, that’s anyone’s guess, but
either way, its current state makes the
Spear of Destiny the perfect tool for the
Magdalena.
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The job description is pretty simple. Wield the
Spear of Destiny and defend the Church’s
interests. There’s a lot of world-travelling
involved, sure, but these ladies are up to it.
They’re raised from birth, one Magdalena per
generation, by the Vatican’s Knights of Malta in
hand-to-hand combat, firearms, demonology,
and, of course, how to handle a spear. It’s all
in a day’s work for the Church’s enforcer, but
unfortunately, wielding an Artifact, you’re bound
to run into more than just hell-spawn...

Which is why, when the Magdalena first
appeared in The Darkness #15, she was up
against Jackie Estacado himself. We first meet
these faithful femme fatales in a history lesson,
learning about the tough cookie Victoria, who
took the Spear of Destiny back from Adolf
Hitler. Of course, she’d long since passed

— the Magdalena at that time was Mariella.
Sure, she had a blasphemously revealing
outfit, and cool guns, but she was no match
for The Darkness, and Jackie took her down,

temporarily shattering the Spear itself. But God works in mysterious ways, and the next

lady to bear the title Magdalena was a
bit more resilient.

Patience is her name, and she’s the
Magdalena to this day — though if you
ask her, she’ll claim she no longer
works for the Church. Patience was
the first Magdalena to go against the
orders of her handlers, and she’s
rubbed elbows with more than just the
religious; she’s seen the death of one
universe and the rebirth of another. On
par with Tom Judge and his Rapture in
both raw power and lapsed dogmatic
mystique, the Magdalena might just
well rank as the most powerful Artifact-
bearer, outside of the Big Three. It was
Patience, after all, that Sara Pezzini
turned to when she wanted out of the
Witchblade...could she ask for the same
help, now that there’s a new Angelus in
town? Patience is, after all, a virtue.

Once again, thank all of you for reading Top Cow, and for sticking with this segment. If
you like it, tell your friends to buy the book! It's been a pleasure hearing from all of you, so
please drop your questions to ryan@topcow.com, or @rycady on Twitter, and be sure to
keep up with all of our news at topcow.com.

See you next month, Top Cow fans!

-Ryan Cady
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