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WHILE ALSO BEING ABOUT SEX AND CRIME...

ONE OF THE BEST COMICS I'VE READ IN YEARS”"
- ED BRUBAKER (FATALE, VELVET, CAPTAIN AMERICA: WINTER SOLIDER)

“SEX CRIMINALS IS NOT JUST ONE OF THE BEST
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THE WITCHING HOUR

My name is Ryan Cady, an assistant editor here at Top Cow, and I'd like to welcome you
to The Witching Hour. Think of this like the “Science Class” segments in Matt Hawkins’
books, Aphrodite IX and Think Tank — except more liberal artsy. The Top Cow Universe
is a big, complicated place with an incredibly rich history; if you’ve only picked up
Witchblade since the Rebirth (or if you only pick up
Witchblade, period) you may find yourself a little
confused at times. That’s what this space is for! In
The Witching Hour, you'll find character histories,
little known facts, and important bits of universe
folklore to help you better understand what’s going
on in the complex world of Witchblade!

Let’s get started...

The Angelus is the counterpart and eternal enemy
to The Darkness. It seeks a female human bearer
of its choosing, and grants them extraordinary
abilities: flight, super strength, a cool outfit,
pyrokinesis, and an army of sentient Angelus
Warriors to boss around — they’re much less

lippy than Darklings, too. Unfortunately, those
powers usually come with the drawback of being
weakened by darkness and shadows, and the little
detail of your soul being removed and the Artifact
using your body like a puppet.

Of course, that’s to be expected when you’re
dealing with cosmic entities, right? Back before
time, when God (or Whoever) said “Let There
Be Light!” the Angelus was born, and from the
moment of its inception, it was all about order.
Control. That in turn, pissed off the Darkness,
which was lurking around the cosmos after
becoming sentient out of sheer spite. So they
fought for a long time, until they hate-f& @#ed
and made a baby, known as the Witchblade.
No, I'm not joking — read the comics. It’s actually
pretty awesome.

But the Darkness didn't stick around for breakfast the next morning, and you better
believe it didn’t call the next day. So from then on out they stuck to passive-aggressively
waging war on one another through human hosts - the Darkness’ sticking to specific male
lineages, and the Angelus just picking up women it thought it could best control.





OPS/images/0025.jpeg
They varied in their intensity and ability. When the
catatonic body of mafia mama Lauren Franchetti
bore the Angelus, she was determined to ruin

every aspect of her Darkness-wielding rival Jackie
Estacado. Whereas when serial killer Celestine
Wright was possessed by the Artifact, she was
given total free will when not in an Angelus state,
and focused on attacking the Darkness and the
Witchblade equally. After the War of the Witchblade
arc, dancer Danielle Baptiste became the Angelus —
though her tenure was marked by infighting with the
Angelus Warrior Sabine.

And, until this most recent incarnation, Danielle
Baptiste’s lover, Finch, is featured most prominently
as the Angelus in the Rebirth Universe. After a
previous stint possessing the dancer in the previous
universe, the Artifact must've liked what it saw —

in Artifacts #15, the Rebirth Angelus, which was
operating as a hive mind, accepts Finch as its
bearer, but with a twist: free will. While still filled with a hatred for the Darkness and a
desire for light and order, Finch could
access all of the Artifact’s powers while
totally retaining her personality, unlike our
current figurehead bearer, brainwashing
folks and giving them Artifact tattoos...

But the “Borne Again” arc isn’t the first
time that the Artifact has gotten people to
drink the Kool-Aid, either. Back in ancient
Japan, the Angelus was worshipped as
Amaterasu, the sun goddess. It featured
prominently in Aztec mythology, and did its
fair share for the Judeo-Christian tradition
when it tore down the Tower of Babel. This
is all not to mention its self-imposed act of
divine judgment in 1883, when it caused
the island of Krakatoa to explode.

Light and order are all well and good, and sometimes (like in her six-issue limited series
from 2010), when we get her side of the story, the Angelus truly fights on the side of good.
But when push comes to shove, light or not, she’s not really looking out for humanity’s best
interests — as you can clearly see.

That'’s all for this week, but since I've gotten several requests for specific questions, if you
have any, email them to ryan@topcow.com - maybe I'll answer them here, next month! If
you like this segment, let me know on twitter @rycady, and if you love Witchblade, don’t be
afraid to tweet @topcow and tell ‘em so!

See you next month!

Ryan Cady

Follow Top Cow on twitter: @topcow

While you're at it, follow me as well: @rycady
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SARA PEZZINI WAS A NEW YORK CITY
POL|CE DETECTIVE, BUT HER LIFE
CHANGED FOREVER WHEN SHE CAME
INTO POSSESSION OF A POWERFUL

ARTIFACT CALLED THE WITCHBLADE.

THOUGH THE WITCHBLADE MOST OFTEN TAKES THE FORM
OF A MYSTIC GAUNTLET, IN TRUTH IT IS THE OFFSPRING
OF THE UNIVERSE’S PRIMAL- FORCES, THE DARKNESS
AND THE ANGELUS, AND MEANT TO ACT AS A BALANCE
BETWEEN THE DARK AND THE LIGHT.

FLASH FORWARD
TWO YEARS: FREE
OF THE WITCHBLADE,
AND NoW SERVING
AS A SHERIFF IN
UPSTATE NEW

Z.

HELP OF THE MAGDALENA,
| SARA TRIED To GIVE UP THE WITCHBLADE, BUT THE
ARTIFACT FOUGHT HER INTENTIONS.
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THE BULLET TAKEN FROM SARA'S
BoDY BORE STRIKING
SIMILARITIES To THE WITCHBLADE.

7 INTE
DEPUTY KATE ROONEY VISITED THE UNCONSCIoUS
SARA IN THE HOSPITAL, ONLY To BE CONFRONTED HER
ATTACKER, WHO WAS AL-S0 THE PERPETRATOR OF A
SERIES OF RITUAL MURDERS.

———

THEIR LIFE-AND-DEATH STRUGGLE WAS

INTERRUPTED BY THE ARRIVAL- OF A
WARRIOR SERVING THE ANGELUS.
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