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THE WITCHING HOUR

My name is Ryan Cady, an assistant editor here at Top Cow, and I’d like to welcome you
to The Witching Hour. Think of this like the “Science Class” segments in Matt Hawkins’
books, Aphrodite IX and Think Tank — except more liberal artsy. The Top Cow Universe is
a big, complicated place with an incredibly rich history; if you’ve only picked up Witchblade

If you read The Darkness (which you
should), you're already familiar with
the creepy little daughter of Jackie
Estacado, Hope.She wasn’t always
creepy though, and wasn't always
the daughter of Jackie and Jenny
Romano. See, back before Jackie
recreated the Universe (see The
Darkness: Rebirth Vol. 1), Hope was
still around — except her last name
was Pezzini, instead of Estacado.

since the Rebirth (or if you only
pick up Witchblade, period) you
may find yourself a little confused
at times. That’s what this space

is for! In The Witching Hour, you'll
find character histories, little
known facts, and important bits of
universe folklore to help you better
understand what’s going on in the
complex world of Witchblade!

Let’s get started...

In last month’s issue, we found
Sara Pezzini with two years

gone by now operating as a
sheriff in upstate New York. More
importantly, , it was revealed that
Sara had given up the Witchblade,
for good. However, this isn’t the
first time that our heroine was
minus-one eponymous Artifact...






OPS/images/0025.jpeg
Chronicled in Top Cow’s First Born series, Hope’s
conception was anything but conventional. To make a
long story short: Once upon a time, when Sara was in a
coma, the Darkness left its bearer, Jackie Estacado, for
a night and paid a sneak visit to Sara, where it, ahem,
consorted with the Witchblade itself. Time passed and
Sara got a visit from the stork, but not before deciding
that family came first, and giving the Artifact up to a new
Bearer...

Danielle Baptiste. Dani was a small-town girl,
livin’in a lonely world...well, actually she was
a dancer from New Orleans - close enough.
Having dreams about the Witchblade itself,
Dani was drawn subconsciously to a certain
antique shop run by a certain enigmatic
Curator, where she bumped into Sara. The
Witchblade reacted strongly to her presence,
and Sara made her the new bearer of the
Artifact. She maintained that role for awhile,
becoming something of a fan favorite as she
lost the Wtichblade and even became the
Angelus for a time, until the events of Artifacts
caused the entire Universe to be rewritten!

If you’re not totally up to snuff on what exactly changed from the so-called “Codex”
Universe to Top Cow’s current Universe, here’s a quick recap. Sara is still Sara —
Witchblade and all. Hope, is no longer Sara’s daughter, but is still Jackie’s, who is still the
Darkness. Dani, on the other hand, has become an officer in the Special Cases division
(her partner is, curiously, Patrick Gleason, who used to date Sara). Luckily, she’s dating
the current Angelus — Finch — who is a dancer when she’s not battling the Darkness. Dani
herself probably isn’'t doing much dancing — she’s got her hands full doing Sara’s old job...
without the help of a mystical gauntlet.

If you're still really out of the loop as to what’s going on and who these people are, check
out some of our Rebirth collected trade paperbacks — especially Artifacts, which is written
by the same guy who wrote this very book — Ron Marz!

Hope you enjoyed this issue of Witchblade, and this first installment of The Witching Hour!

See you next month!

Ryan Cady

Follow Top Cow on twitter: @topcow

While you're at it, follow me as well: @rycady
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