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What
They're
Saying
About...

EAST OF WEST

“These are the kinds of big, mythical
concepts that Hickman likes to play with in
alot of his work, and he’s known to plot his
epic adventure stories with the precision of
ascientist. But the inherent wildness of the
western, the danger and dread that is built
into this genre, have given him and Dragotta
a dramatic filter that makes East of West #1
the writer's most visceral first issue yet.”

- Comics Alliance

FIVE GHOSTS

“I have tried out a few different pulp comics,

each with varying degrees of enjoyment,
but none of those have grabbed me like
Five Ghosts #1 has. Individually, the writing
and art are above average, so when placed
together a reader can expect to be drawn
completely into the story.”

- Major Spoilers

MICE TEMPLAR IV: LEGEND
“...an issue that is everything fans of the
Mice Templar have grown to love about
the series: action, heroism, intrigue, and
substance. But what makes this first issue
especially remarkable is the way in which
it still manages to provide a jumping-on
point for newer readers who have yet to
experience the rich and engrossing history
this creative team has been slowly building
over the years.”
- Newsarama

SEX

“...as much as this title begs for the
attention of being called a porno mag
disquised as a comic book, it refrains from
titillation in favor of creating a fascinating
character study amongst a fully realized
neo-noir world.”

- IGN

the I word

2013

WHAT'S NEXT

TEN GRAND #1

In 1998, J. Michael Straczynski founded his
Joe’s Comics imprint. In subsequent years,
Straczynski wrote several high-profile DC

and Marvel titles and worked as a television
writer and producer, most notably on Babylon
5 and Changeling. During his career he has
won dozens of awards, including an Eisner,
Inkpot, two Hugo Awards, two Emmys, the
Saturn Award, the E Pluribus Unum Award from
the American Cinema Foundation and the
Ray Bradbury Award from the Science Fiction
Writers of America. In 2013, he is returning to
Joe’s Comics with TEN GRAND.

What are you working on right now?
Everything just shy of world peace. On the
comics side, | just finished writing issue two

of Ten Grand, I'm deep into the first issue of
Sidekick, all of Protectors Inc. is written and
we're in discussions with a major artist for Alone.
On the film side, I'm writing Shadowman for
Valiant Comics, and closing the details of a
deal that will allow me to direct my first major
feature film this fall in Berlin. TV-wise, we just
closed a deal for thirteen episodes of a new
series created and exec produced by me and
the Wachowskis.

What's the best part of your job?

Just knowing every day when | get up that | get
to do what I love for a living. If there's anything
better than that, | don't know what it is. Well, cake.

What's the worst part of your job?

Meetings. I'm not a people person. But in order
to work in this town, you have to show up for
meetings all happy-snappy and sparkly. I'm
not sparkly. | have a black aura. Little children
run from me. | like it when they run. Makes the
human sacrifices more of a challenge.

How did you first discover comics?

Growing up, we moved every six months or

so, from one city, town or state to another, 21
times in my first seventeen years. While driving
back from California to New Jersey — | was
probably eight or nine at the time —in the dead
of summer without air conditioning, we stopped
at this little gas station in the Nevada desert.

He saw we were practically dying and out of
pity gave me some old comics he had in the
back. Not my style in retrospect — Beetle Bailey,
some Disney comics, that sort of thing, all the
soft, kid-comics — but | was fascinated, I'd never
seen anything like them before, and read them
over and over as we continued eastward until
I'd memorized every line. Fell in love and never
looked back.

If you weren't working in comics, what would
you be doing?

I'm very fortunate in that | have the opportunity
to work in a wide range of venues, so they're
always available if that should happen...but

in general, if | couldn't write anymore for any
medium, I'd like to be an editor (movie/TV,

not print). | really enjoy the whole process of
editing. If that were not available, I'd look for a
career in organized crime.

What's the best thing a fan has ever said to you?
“You changed my life.” One hopes for the
better, but one never really knows, does one?

Who is the biggest influence on your work?
Rod Serling. Always has been, always will

be. The man could do things with the English
language that nobody else could even begin
to approximate.

What is the single work of which you're most proud?
In TV, Babylon 5. Fim, Changeling. Comics,
Midnight Nation.

What was the last comic book you bought?
| went back to the store the other day to
pick up a missing issue of Len Wein's Before
Watchmen: Ozymandias. Great writing,
stunning art, what more can you ask fore

What is the best advice you've ever received?
"Writing is just speaking in our own natural voice
on the page, saying precisely what you intend
to say.”

What's the strangest thing you have in your house?
| found this little company that makes incredibly
detailed figurines based on the medieval
painting The Garden of Earthly Delights, by
Hieronymous Bosch. If you know the painting,
it's one of the most surreal, disturbing pieces of
art ever created. So | have eighteen of these
distorted, ominous, seemingly drug-induced
figurines on the wall of the powder room when
you come into the house, so it's one of the first
things you see. Welcome to Joe-ville.

Who is someone you really admire?

Rachel Maddow. What an amazingly brilliant
mind. Consistently able to pierce through

the fog of words, distortions and positions

and come out with something that actually
resembles the truth. Strong, good-hearted, smart.

For the latest Image Comics news and previews: (1) visit www.imagecomics.com
(2) friend on Facebook (3) follow on Twitter (@i magecomics)
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THE BOUNCE #1

One last job as a
mob enforcer leaves
Joe Fitzgerald dying
and his fiancée Laura
dead. He gets a
second chance from
an angelic force:

If he'll work for its
cause, the angel will
bring him to life and
keep on bringing

him to life every

time he is killed. The
reward: for those five
minutes of death,

he will be with Laura
again. By J. MICHAEL
STRACZYNSKI and BEN
TEMPLESMITH

i] Meet the ultimate

slacker superhero
for the 21st Century!

~ Y Jasper Jenkins

is a super-head
AND a super-hero!
He's relatable

AND reliable and
he's embarking

on the adventure

of a lifetime! The
sensational debut of
the new feel-good
hero of the decade!
You can't afford

to miss it! By JOE
CASEY and DAVID

[Ty MESSINA

pEE—

b

Haunted by

recurring dreams, a
boy named Winslow
is hunted by
mysterious beings
and protected by
an old traveler.
Soon Winslow will
realize that what

is in his dreams is
what the rest of the
world has been
made to forget —

{ and what strange

entities will stop at
nothing to erase
from his mind. By
NATHAN
EDMONDSON

and KONSTANTIN
NOVASADOV

CHRIS GIARRUSSO's
critically-
acclaimed kid
superhero series
continues with
volume three! The
brothers G-Man
and Great Man
have finally

A returned from

their Cape Crisis
adventure, only

to discover that
not everybody is
happy that they're
back. Will they be
allowed to keep
their superpowers?
What has Wizard
Glendolf made for
lunch this time?

Image Comics@and its loges are registered trademarks of Image Comics, Inc.
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When I added in
deftails about her
husband'’s death
that only someone
who was there would
know and then
referenced the
rumors of a mefal
faced demon
attacking Senator
Casfor...

JUST SAY SHE
DIDN'T LEAVE
ANYTHING
OUT.

BUT, I HAVE
FOLLOWERS IN
BARON'S CAME..

CALABRESE TOLD

THEM...

DON'T GET \
ME WRONG. I FOUND ‘
SOME DIRT ON CASTOR

TOO. NAMELY THAT HE
INVESTED MONEY IN
RENOVATIONS TO A
COMMUNITY CENTER
THAT WAS ACTUALLY

GOING TO A CHARITY

ORGANIZATION.

SINCE THE
TWO ARE TAXED
DIFFERENTLY,
CASTOR'S PERFECT
RECORD WILL BE &
A LITTLE
TARNISHED.

YOU'RE RIGHT,
THOUGH. T HAD TO
MAKE A CHOICE
FOR THE GREATER
GOOD...

ISN'T IT FUNNY
HOW LIFE MAKES THE
CHOICES FOR yOU

SOMETIMES?
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Alisa leaves. What else
can she do besides fume
and spit blood? Go home

i fo sacrifice bunnies to her
Dark Lord, I guess?

TWO FOR
YOU, PEZ. HAD A
HELL OF A DAY
OR EXPECTING )

COMPANY?

|

HEY, WHAT'D P

YOU THINK OF

ILIKED IT A

THAT MIXED CD
LOT. MADE A GOOD
1 MADE YA? SOUNDTRACK FOR

> THAT'S IT? I LEAVE
ON A PLANE TO NEW YORK.
DISAPPEAR AFTER YOU WALK
IN ON ME TANGLING WITH A
MAN MAPE OUT OF
PARKNESS.

I DON'T CALL BACK
FOR DAYS WHILE I
PLAY DETECTIVE AND
YOU DON'T DEMAND
AN EXPLANATION?

YOU CALLED

BACK.

WHEN YOU FINISH THAT
BEER, I THINK YOU
SHOULD COME UP TO
MY OFFICE.
THIS TIME YOU
PLAY DETECTIVE.
FOLLOW THE
CLUES.

The war against
the Corruption
Cataract...against
Alisa isn't over:

THESE ARE
ON ME. AND LOU?
CLEAR MY TAB
A WHILE YOU'RE AT

For one night, at least,
she'd be frustrafed and
angry, doubting her ability to
accomplish the seemi/;g/y
impossible fask set before
her by powers beyond
her comprehension.
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A PRETTY AWESOME
TWO-FER. A REAL
HUMDINGER FULL OF
EVERYTHING THAT
MAKES CORRUPTING
HUMANITY SUCH AN
AWESOME JOB: SEX,
CRIME, VIOLENCE,
AND_MORAL
HYPOCRISY...

YOU WOULDN'T DROP ME TO
My DEATH, OH NO. BUT, YOU
RUINED A GOOD MAN. YOU
DUG UP THE SINS OF HIS PAST
TO PREVENT THE SINS OF THE
FUTURE. FOR THE "GREATER
GOOD."

ALL YOU'VE REALLY
DONE 15 DESTROY A LIFE,
THEREBY PRETTY MUCH
ENSURING ALL KINDS OF

STEALING AND
MURDERING AND RAPING,
ALL OF THAT GOOD
STUFF.

SEE, THOSE LITTLE, LET'S CALL THEM
"INSPIRATIONS," T GET? THE ONES
THAT SHOW ME HOW TO ABSOLUTELY
WRECK IT ALLZ

THEY ASSURED ME THAT
WENDELL WAS GOING TO BE A GREAT

FORCE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS AND ORDER.

THE SAME GOES FOR YOU, SARA. YOU'RE
SUPPOSED TO BE A LIGHTHOUSE OF
GOOD, OR WHATEVER, IN A SEA OF
VAST DARKNESS.

NOW THAT
WENDELL HAS
FULFILLED HIS PURPOSE
I SUPPOSE T'LL HAVE
TO KICK HM TO THE
CURB.

DON'T GET ME
WRONG, T'LL MISS
THE KISSES, THE

EXPENSIVE PRESENTS,
AND...WELL, THAT
BUTT, RIGHT?

ON THE
UPSIDE, THIS'LL
GET GENE INTO THE
SPOT WENDELL WAS
SUPPOSED TO HAVE,
AND, WELL, LET ME TELL
YOU, FOR A GUY WHO
SERVED ON THE ETHICS
COMMITTEE, THAT GUY

\ WOULDN'T KNOW HELL

FROM A HOLE IN

THE GROUND. 4
ANYWAY, ‘
LET'S SEE WHAT THE oo

TALKING HEADS HAVE
TO SAY ABOUT YOUR

HANDIWORK, SUPER
; DETECTIVE/
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-
" , : Al TIES THE FORMER
~ : REPRESENTATIVE TO
‘ - THE LATE ALDERMAN
| — W CONALD SPIEGEL...

TO FIRST INVESTIGATE,

v L

THEN BLACKMAIL
OFFENPING POLITICIANS
ACROSS THE SPECTRUM
~ FOR A CUT OF THEIR

ILLICIT PROFITS...

-

. THAT MAKE THE ONES \
' LEVELED AT CASTOR ~ (%
W 4 LOOK ALNOST &
QUAINT... %\r -

IT WAS THE WAY CALABRESE
TALKED ABOUT DORIS
SPIEGEL, THE ALDERMAN'S
WIFE. THERE WAS A DISTASTE
THAT COMES FROM
FAMILIARITY. HAVING DEALT
WITH OLD DORIS, I CAN
SYMPATHIZE.

So, I paid her a
visit. I really did it

up. Probably would
have scared
anyone shitless.
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GOOD
MORNING,
SUNSHINE/

HEY, SARA.

THE NEWS WAS ALL
ABUZZ THIS MORNING.
BIG REVELATIONS
ABOUT THE SENATORIAL
8| RACE. I WANTED TO  J§

MAKE SURE T SHARED IT /J

WITH MY FAVORITE

B OH, NO NEED TO N2
GET ALL PRICKLY |}
ON ME. WE'RE NOT [
GONG TO FIGHT. |2
I BEAT YOU
ALREADY.

JUST SIT BACK,
BECAUSE, AS FAR
AS DEVIOUS PLANS
GO, I THINK T MAY

HAVE OUTDONE
MYSELF ON THIS
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“IT'S THE DREAM OF
EVERY POLITICIAN.
DEBATE GOLD.

“THE PERFECT SOUND BITE, "MR. CASTOR, HOW DO “TO REDUCE “WHEN YOU
REPEATED A THOUSAND TIMES YOU INTEND TO PREVENT VIOLENCE. TO ABANDONED
ON THE EVENING NEWS. CRIME IN THIS CITY?... KEEP FAMILIES YOUR OWN

E RN . TOGETHER..." SON. LET HIS

MOTHER TURN

TO DRUGS."

SN

“HOW CAN WE
TRUST YOU TO
BE THIS CITY'S

HERO, WHEN YOU
WOULDN'T EVEN
STOP THE

CREATION OF

ONE VILLAIN?”

‘\w
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Castor: Freshly elected. Full A savage attack. Brent Fowler:
of hope. Walks the hardest Casfor doesn't even see him.
streets with volunteers, all Or the baseball bat.
former criminals like Roberta
'‘BeeBee" Brown fo address
concerns about gangs.
Crime. Violence.

Faw/g;‘ doesn'fc Wal;f | K| the hospital. The other two stay
any wifnesses. Caslor; B | with the attacker So brufal. So

blinded by blood.
AT o E] senseless. But not ranom.

TN, WS o B

Jessica blew Y| Brent grew up on the | Brent blamed everyone.
it on crack. | streets. Alone. Angry. | Especially his dad. The
Then meth. § — 1

man who abandoned them.

L 4 Fowler bleeds out on the
street. Panicked, they hide the
body in a vacant building.

~
W Brent Fowler 26

‘ years old. Son of ¢

“‘ Jessica Fowler:

NY =rr=r~me

t Son of | .& ‘
: Wendell M
asfof: W\

Castor was too young.
Too focused on his
dreams. He didn't want
a family. No one knew.
Just him. And Jessica.

He sent money
when he could. é
S ]

‘3»'
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CASTOR WAS IN A COMA |

FOR THREE WEEKS. WHEN |
HE WOKE UP HE DIDN'T
REMEMBER ANYTHING.

THE REST OF US
DID OUR BEST TO | 4
FORGET.

IT ALL WENT SO PERFECT.
PEOPLE LISTENED TO HIM AFTER
THAT. HE WAS A HERO.

THE OTHERS
FORMED A NEW
GROUF. THE CITIZEN'S
ANTI-VIOLENCE
SOCIETY.

WE FUNNELED ANY CHECKS THAT THEY ASKED AROUND Y
WENDELL THOUGHT HE WAS SENDNG TO  ABOUT BRENT. NO
JESSICA AND BRENT THROUGH THAT, ONE WAS LOOKING
BURYING |T ALL IN REAL ESTATE A FOR HIM. NO ONE
INVESTMENTS

THE CAVS SEEDED THE IDEA THAT
BRENT WAS AND ALWAYS HAD BEEN A
DANGEROUS CROOK, A JUNKIE. WE
EVEN ROUGHED UP SOME PEOPLE

IN HIS NAME, JUST IN CASE
SOMEONE FOUND HIM.

IT WAS FOR THE
{ GREATER GOOD, WE SAD. |
CASTOR WAS HELPNG |8
THESE NEIGHBORHOODS.
SAVING THESE

I WAS SURE IT WAS THE RIGHT THING TO
DO. BUT HELPING PEOPLE JUST LOST IT!
SHINE. T WENT BACK TO WHAT T KNEW.
SOLD DRUGS. MYSELF. HELPED ROOK
ON HIS CRAZY HUNTS.

7 WOULDA KEPT IT UR BUT
THEN ROOK WENT BACK NN,
AND I FOUND MYSELF WITH

TOO MUCH TIME ON MY

SITTNG
THERE, HEARING
THS, T MUST

SOUND SO GOOD,
RIGHT?
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E Segregafed by &
economic and
racial divides,
boxed in and

cut off, The
Hundreds are
like another

N T figure our
) previous
N connection
means she’ll
be the best
person fo
When she doesn’t walk

@ out with everyone else,
5 T realize she must
‘ have seen me foo.
\ \/

She just wasn't |k
Bl as happy about \.

it as I was. I

8 I may be a low-rent PI...but Tm a
low-rent RI. with an ancient artifact
strapped fo my arm.
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THAT THING ROOK TOOK FROM CAIN'S \
BASEMENT...THE ONE THAT TRIED TO

ROOK TOLD
YOU ABOUT THE
CORRUPTION

CATARACT.

IF CASTOR 15 AS GOOD AND WENDELL CASTOR /5 A
PERFECT AS EVERYONE GOOD MAN. HE'S DONE
THINKS, MAYBE HE'LL RESIST MORE FOR BLACKS AND

HER. IF HE ISN'T, RUINING HIM HISPANICS, FOR THE
MAY BE THE ONLY WAY TO ‘ POOR, THAN EVERY FAT

UPSET HER PLANS. o ‘ CAT THAT EVER SAT

‘ ON THE CHICAGO
THRONE.

Wi TANN PERFRCT THE CITY
YOuuE Cor e T SO WAS NEVER GONG
weone. AN Ao WA ; TO LET ik &2

N\

She fells me. Through |
gritted feeth. Tears : : - e
| always in the corner of - B —
her eyes. She hates I 1\ ‘ | She's seen
that it's down fo this. ) ‘ [ | neighborhoods
— - / plagued by poverty
and despair:

She's seen the

worst humanity |
can offer Apathy: |
Infolerance. Hate.

But something she saw
in that warehouse,
looking info the eyes of
some unfathomable
evil...Somehow, that
was even worse.
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THOUGHT ’ A~ ghes A

WNEoA %EEEED ' FINALLY GOT FED UR SUCKED JUST

SELEGH/" il ENOUGH JUICE OUT OF A COCKROACH
) S & A TO SCARE THAT LATEST GANGBANGER

OH, WE DID. RIGHT OUT KIS LOW-RIDER PANTS.

AND T'VE STUCK GODDAMN. 1S

TO IT, HONEST INJUN. %
EXCEPT ALL THESE OR THE RABBIT'S

DAMN KIDS BEEN

COMING IN HERE THE
PAST WEEK
LOOKING FOR
MONEY...

NEXT TIME?™ I'LL OVERLOOK THIS ONE IF
CALL ME. , YOU'LL HELP ME OUT. TWO

NAMES. JESSICA FOWLER.
BRENT FOWLER.
YOU'RE N LUCK. \
THERE'S ABOUT A\
ONE-IN-TEN CHANCE
T'LL REMEMBER
WHAT I ATE FOR
BREAKFAST
YESTERDAY,
BUT HER...

HER T REMEMBER. SHE WAS THE ONLY WOMAN WE EVER DONE.
CRAZY JUNKIE CAME AT RANDI WITH A DIRTY SYRINGE

FOWLERS, BOTH. MOM AND SON SCUM, HUH?
HIM, WELL, T REMEMBER YOU AND THE TUBBY
COP TRYING TO STICK ME WITH Hl

BUT, T'LL
TELL YOU
WHAT I TOLD

YEAH, SOME KINDA “OUTREACH GROUP”
CALLED CAVS. CITIZEN ANTI-VIOLENCE,

OB ZONE Slich. L SrEos e e A THEY WERE WORRIED HED " MY GUESS IS 1T JUST

~ MOVED TO OLR HOOD  SOMEONE TOOK WASN'T US.
GECUE N S FOE. L EAST BUT WED NEVER HEARD HIM OUT.
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Leon was right. Brent : e
| was Jessica’s son. Both O\ . “... DOWN TO THE

were missing. At least \ 4 v [} ENGLISH CHANNEL.

one had a tie fo Casfor:

And somehow the
Citizen Anfti-Violence
Society was involved.

THROW ME IN WHERE
THE WATER 15
SHALLOW...”

...PRESIDENT
TOATTEND A
LUNCHEON HOSTED BY
SENATOR WENDELL
CASTOR AT HIS HOME IN
BRONZEVILLE....

“The Wild 100s"
Neighborhood.

T tried fo focus
on the case at
hand and not let
my imagination
3 run wild.

CAVS met in this
neighborhood,
appropriately one
of the cities most
violent, once
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Mr. Gold wasn't a

fan of the phone, so
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MONSTER/
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It’s clear her long-term plans
include the Senator’s influence. If
he is dirty, ruining him could stick

it fo her little hipster ass.

F V/ Z / )
| (s that what the |
Wifchblade wants A
i me fo d ‘J
= S

The gift of youth or
pushing back an ancient
evil? Let Alisa dlie or save
my conscience? My
daughter or the universe?

LET'S CALL
THIS ONE ON THE )
HOUSE. HIT ME
BACK LATER.

Ef//‘

OH CRAR. N ISN'T IT FUNNY
THT My LIMT. ) HOW LIFE MAKES
THAT'S SO THE CHOICES

EMBARRASSING. 4] FOR YOU

SOMETIMES?
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T set aside the
philosophical questions
and do the bidding of
my much sufferin,
checking account.

—

T falk fo Amina
Jackson, who had
worked with Castfor

on a fundraising
campaign for her ‘A
Better Tomorrow”
charity, before she
was attacked by one
of Alisa’s minions.

Tax records. Business
licenses. Everything I'm
sure Calabrese has
already looked info.

From Amina, I get that

Castor is a selfless hero : Twelve checks, all for the same
who also happens fo have _=. | amount, deposited over a six-year
the face of an angel and ‘ ' period. To a bank account
the ass of a dancer: = belonging to Brent Fowler:

- R

But from Castor's . Same amount shows up
fax financials I get \ lafer; instead written fo a
a name...one that Il ' community cenfer in the

probably d;'z’j;r’f i - Roseland neighborhood.
mean much fo \

Calabrese.

It only fakes me a few
seconds fo realize IT've
heard Fowler’s name
before. He was on a
list of missing persons
I'd associafed with
"The Flesh...”

A group of senior cifizens
who preyed upon criminals
and absorbed their life
energlies fo extend their
own exisfences. Led by
a man named...
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) = YOU'RE A VERY

A KNOWLEDGEABLE
N GUY. }
\| |
s |
IN MY LINE OF
WORK, YOU HAVE TO BE.
BUT THERE ARE A FEW
THNGS T DON'T KNOW.
WHICH 15 WHY T'M COMNG
10 YOU.
DO YOU KNOW
WHO WENDELL
CASTOR 167
- YEAH, T'M
s UK...THE FAMLIAR. HE'S
/ SENKTOR? “THE WHITE

HORSE."” “THE
ONLY CLEAN
POLITICIAN IN
CHICAGO."
“THE NEXT
OBAMA.”

/ Who pushed me
- out of the Willis
Tower affer

THAT'S WHAT THEY TELL
ME, TOO. FROM MY EXPERIENCE,
THAT JUST DON'T ADD UFR.
EVERYBODY'S GOT SOME DIRT.

be/'n’g charmed
by fhe hipster

‘k ; Antichrist?

YOUR NAME CAME MY WAY ON
ACCOUNT OF THE WORK YOU
DID FOR A FORMER CLIENT, A
MRS. PORIS SPIEGEL?

I WAS UNDER

THE IMPRESSION THAT &
MRS. SPIEGEL WASN'T x
PARTICULARLY HAPPY .

WITH MY WORK.

DORIS ISN'T ¢
PARTICULARLY RAPPY WITH
ANYTHING THAT SEPARATES HER FROM

HER LATE HUSBAND'S MONEY. BUT
YOUR WORK HELPED EXPOSE
ALDERMAN SPIEGEL AS THE WART ON
THE ASS OF SOCIETY THAT HE WAS.

HERE'S
EVERYTHING I
HAVE. YOU BILL ME
FOR EVERY SECOND
THAT IT TAKES TO
FIND MORE.

THERE'S NO
SUCH THING AS A CLEAN
POLITICIAN IN THIS CITY. IF
THERE'S DIRT, I THINK YOU'LL
FIND IT. YOU'RE GONNA
BE MY SILVER CON,
MS. PEZZINI.
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Mugged and beaten while doin, His ferm comes up in
fehecliSraqycaios gghar/fy work. Random, g d November: He'll be running

| 43. Born in Bronzeville. A\ : : :
| ot p N senseless aftack. Perp never | against this guy, Gene Baron.
%ﬁgf;og;aﬂig’g[’ sff 1 AR arrested. Castor became a 57. Formerly of the House of
i d living symbol of the effects of Representatives. Member of

Ge o‘zgggjn.frggcfe ) \ crime and poverty on Chicago. the House Ethics Committee.

senator 5 years ago.

violence prevention became the
backbone of his plafform. And
it worked. People love him.

tumuw swmmuad\l

2%l
9 \ ]

/f’sha fozs ”Ft’) as o W Unearthing the skeletons in
41 OZ’ alabrese the closets of politicians
il o bl =t isn't the kind of PT. work |§ \ e

side would be ; L - .
inferested fo find out I was looking 1o do. g \ v‘ adding Castor’s
i involvement with

about what could be
dug up by a privafe
investigator:

Alisa Spencer info
the mix makes this
case a possible "two
birds with one stone”
kind of deal.
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BEARER OF THE WITCHBLADE, AN
ANCIENT ARTIFACT THAT MOST OFTEN
TAKES THE FORM OF A GAUNTLET.

ONCE A NEW YORK CITY POLICE
DETECTIVE, PEZZINI HAS RECENTLY

ALISA SPENCER, WHO REFERS
TO HERSELF AS THE UNGOD,
HAS BEEN A PARTICULAR THORN
IN SARA'S SIDE SINCE HER MOVE
TO THE WINDY CITY.

THERE 1S NOTHING ALISA
WANTS MORE THAN TO

STAMP OUT ALL OF THE
GOOD IN THE WORLD
AND STIR UP CHAOS.

HAVING AMASSED AN ARMY OF BRAINWASHED
FOLLOWERS TO DO HER MALICIOUS BIDDING,
ALISA STAGED AN ATTACK AT A FUNDRAISER
FOR SENATOR WENPELL CASTOR WHILE
PLANTING HERSELF AS A HOSTAGE.

IN THE ARMS OF
SENATOR CASTOR,
ALISA HAS EVERYTHING
SHE NEEDS TO STAGE
HER NEXT MOVE.

SARA'S ATTEMPT TO RESCUE THE SENATOR FAILED
AFTER ALISA TURNED THE TABLES AND THE ENSUING
MEDIA FRENZY PRAISED THE SENATOR FOR SAVING ALISA
FROM FALLING OFF THE EDGE OF WILLIS TOWER.
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Cain. I should
answer: I do wanft fo
see him. But he'll
have questions.

The last time I saw
him he was asleep in
my bed while I snuck

out the door fo cafch a
plane fo New York City.

Since then, T've
fought alongside a
defrocked FBI priest
and a host of
weirdoes and oufcasts
with little magical foys
all their own fo save
the universe from
unraveling.

[

While finding out T

saved the universe

Il once before at the

A expense of my own

daughter...my own
happy life.

Not to mention that
an impromptu
flight didn’t do my
finances any
favors, so T
agreed fo take a
private, in-person
consultation with a
guy who clearly
wasn't a fan of
questions himself.

MR. CALABRESE.
HAVE A SEAT.

PEZZINI, HUH? THAT'S

ITALIAN. COMES FROM THE

LATIN WORD FOR “SILVER
COIN.” DID YOU KNOW

Y'KNOW, THE ROMANS USED TO
STICK A SILVER COIN UNDERNEATH
THE MAST OF A SHIP BEFORE
LAUNCHING. CONSIDERED IT
GOOD LUCK.
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