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SARA PEZZINI HATES SELL-OUTS.

THERE’S NO EXCUSE TO MISS THE LATEST
HOT TITLES COMING OUT FROM TOP COW.

visit thetopcowstore.com
For all your Top Cow needs!

Get your grubby mitts on...
Subscriptions - Get the —~

latest issues delivered straight to y
your door!

Online Store Exclusives - |
Not available anywhere else! h

Convention Variants -
Even iif you missed them at the
show!

Top Cow Classics - Fresh (?
.
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Duestion “Wur s Your FAVORITE COMIC BOOK LOVE STORY?”

“12 REASONS WHY | LOVE HER by JAMIE S. RICH and JOELLE JONES.
This is one of the books | list when people ask me what few books
would | hand to people who do not read comics. Not only is the story
heart-felt, but also the art content and the layout is pleasing to the
eye. It reaches beyond sequential art and lightly steps into poetry.”

FIVE WEAPONS, BOMB QUEEN

In his decade as a professional comics
writer, ANDY DIGGLE has written for DC,
Marvel, and Dark Horse, as well as editing
the iconic British comics anthology 2000
AD. His Vertigo graphic novel The Losers
was adapted into a feature film in 2010.

Currently, he is writing Doctor Who for IDW.

SNAPSHOT, first published in serial for in
Judge Dredd Magazine, is his first creator-
owned work with longtime collaborator
Jock.

What are you working on right now?

Today I'm plotting out the opening issues of
my Action Comics run and my new Dynamite
crime series.

What's the best part of your job?
Independence.

What's the worst part of your job?2

Zero downtime. Lawrence Kasdan nailed it
when he said, "Being a writer is like having
homework every night for the rest of your
life.”

How did you first discover comics?e

| can't remember not reading comics. | have
two older brothers, so comics were always

in the house. The first things | read were The
Beano, Asterix and Commando Picture
Library. Then | discovered 2000AD at age 10,
and everything changed.

If you weren't working in comics, what would
you be doing?

Some other kind of storytelling. Making films
or writing novels, probably.

What's the best thing a fan has ever said to you?
“The comic was better.”

Who is the biggest inluence on your work?2
John Wagner.

What is the single work of which you're most
proud?
The Losers.

Own up to one of your guilty pleasures.
Cigarettes.

What was the last comic book you bought?

CBLDF Liberty Annual and the Action Comics
Annual, this week.

“TRUE STORY, SWEAR TO GOD: CHANCES ARE... by TOM
BELAND. | was really moved and impressed with the sincerity of
the storytelling and the delightful clean line artwork.”

ZED: A COSMIC TALE, SAGA OF REX

“Horatio Hellpop and Sundra Peale in NEXUS by MIKE BARON
and STEVE RUDE. It's like a Norman Rockwell romance... IN
SPACE!"

THE ACTIVITY

A

If you could be someone else for a day, who
would it be?

Forgive the cliché, but I'd be Neil Armstrong.
To stand on the Moon and look back at the
Earth, where every single person has ever
lived and died? How easily we forget what
an astonishing achievement that was. And
how little we seem to have learned from it as
asociety.

What are three of the most important things
in life to you?

My family, my independence, and doing
what | love. Everything else is mere logistics.

What's the strangest thing you have in your
house?

My kids.

What makes you laugh?
My kids.

What is one of your favorite places?
Tholt-y-Will Glen, on the Isle of Man.

What music are you listening to these days?2
Whatever my wife is listening to.

What is your favorite film of all fime?
Impossible to choose between Jaws, Alien or
Raiders of the Lost Ark.

Who is your best friend?
Ihaven't murdered Jock yet.

What is the best advice you've ever
received?

To switch off your inner critic while you
get the first draft down. Perfectionism kills
spontaneity. You fix it in the rewrite.

When was the last time you were truly
frightened?
Last time | looked in the mirror.

Who is someone you really admire?

Anyone who devotes their life to the
betterment of others. Nurses, teachers, child
protection workers. Thankless jobs with lousy
pay. They're the unsung heroes of our society.

What would you like to see happen in comics
in the next 12 months?
Fewer capes, more capers.

"FEBRUARY 2013 |pd=tlL

Image Comics@and ts logos are registered trademarks of Image Comics, nc.

Jake Dobson is your typical
nerd; works at the Near-Mint
Rhino comic-book store in

San Francisco. But when he
finds alost cell phone, he's
horrified to discover it's full of
snapshots of a murder victim.
Suddenly he finds himself
hunted by a vengeful hitman
who wants his phone back...
and Jake in a body bag! And
then things start to get ‘really"
complicated... Don't miss the
first ever creator-owned
thriller from the team behind
THE LOSERS and GREEN ARROW:
VEAR ONE!

When a cute litte alien
named ZED demonstrates his
ivention to the Hierarchy of
the Galaxy, something goes
wrong - eeribly wrong!
Before long, ZED0'S universe is
thrown into complete turmoil
and our little hero must face
nearly insurmountable odds
trying to Survive and save the
very fate of his home world.
Imbued with a dark edge,
neppered with pure silliness,
and wrapped up in a childlike
sense of wonder, ZED'S
adventures will keep readers
tickled and captivated from
start to finish.

13-year-old Tyler finds
himselt in a specialized
school where assassing
send their kids for education
and training in one of the
five deadly weapons. Tyler
doesn't have a weapon or
any fighting skills, but he still
plans to graduate by beating
8very weapon master in

the school because he has a
powerful ability that nobody
can match: his razor-sharp
mind! JIMMIE ROBINSON
twists the insanity of BOMB
QUEEN in a fun new series
that will keep you guessing
o the end.

The UNCANNY
SKULLKICKERS: Two hard-
headed mercenaries

kill monsters and cause
havo in their search

for money, fame and
adventure! A bold new
direction! A perfect
jumping-on point! A newly

o added adjective! Our

nineteeth issue, but also
anew issue Netl [t all
here, peaple! Don't make
US USe more exclamation
marks!!
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OR LOSE YOUR
FREEDOM.

A NEW MINI-SERIES FROM
EISNER AWARD-WINNING CRERTIVE TEAM

JIM MCCANN & JANET LEE
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Top Cow is proud to present
a special art preview for

the upcoming one-shot,
Witchblade Day of the
Outlaw. Written by Joshua
Hale Fialkov, drawn by
Nelson Blake Il, and colored
by Dave McCaig, thisissue is
sure to be atreat!
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(3 I THINK T MIGHT
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UNK. HUH. \W/

HUNH...OH

?) HOLD UR

| BOYS. THERE'S |

| SOMETHING I
7 WANT SARA
TO HEAR.

Y HONEY, YOU'VE GOT THIS ALL

WEONG. YOU ACT LIKE T CHANGED JEES

\ THINGS BECAUSE I'M THE BAD AP
GUY HERE... :

’h%

I STOLE OUR DAUGHTER OUT
OF yOUR WONDERFUL, MOTHERLY
ARMS BECAUSE I'M SOME SICK
SCOUNDREL THAT ENJOYS HURTING
A WOMAN I'VE COME TO RESPECT.

I KNOW I'M A BAD GUy, SARA. BUT,
YOU MSUNDERSTAND SOMETHING
VERY IMPORTANT ABOUT ME. I WOULD

NEVER HURT MY OWN CHILD.

WOULD HAVE
LET THIS WHOLE

BURN TO AVOID
HARMING ONE LITTLE
HAIR ON HER HEAD.
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“SEE IT NOW? THE
NOWHERE ALL AROUND
US. BILLIONS OF MILES

OF NOTHING?

I WANT YOU TO THINK
ABOUT THAT, SARA. BECAUSE
IF YOU KNOW ME AS WELL AS

YOU SAY YOU DO, YOU'LL
KNOW THAT'S TRUE.
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5 SAND THIS...I BET | .
REMEMBERS THIS PART —

BEST-- SINKING ITSELF
INTO OUR DAUGHTER'S
SOFT, WARM FLESH.”

IT, THE WITCHBLADE
KNOWS THE TRUTH. LET
IT TELL YOU, SARA. LET IT
TELL YOU WHAT IT'S BEEN
TRYING TO KEEP
FROM YOU.

“THERE'S ME, TRYING TO
STOP YOU, SARA. THE
WITCHBLADE REMEMBERS
THAT, DOESN'T IT? ME
PULLING AT IT; AT YOU,
BEGGING YOU.
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WELL, MAGIC-PANTS, WE
DON'T KNOW WHAT'S
GOING' ON, PER SE.

ONE OF OUR INMATES

WAS CONVINCED HE WAS

GONNA BE ATTACKED,
SO HE WENT CRAZY,

SCEAMIN' AND
YELLIN'...

THEN THE
FIRE ALARMS AND
SPRINKLERS
WENT OFF.

NOW WE'RE SITTING OUT
HERE BECAUSE PEOPLE
STARTED SAYING SOME

KIND OF..VERMIN, OR
SOMETHING, WAS
ATTACKING ‘EM. BIG
RATS, I GUESS?

IS SARA
IN THERE? 1S
SHE OKAY?

T CALLED HER.
FIGURED IT WAS UP
HER ALLEY. SHE
WENT RIGHT IN,
CRAZY TRIX---
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-----

I CAN TELL
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CUTE SHIT. YOU KNOW
WHAT I MEAN.
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DO. FRICKIN' TOM
JUDGE, RIGHT?

| PROBABLY MAKE A

[\ BUNDLE SELLING
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SOME ARTIFACT-BEARING UGLIES ONE [ | S 7 GLY IN THAT WORLD, ON
NIGHT. WELL, T GUESS THE DARKNESS X/ ANYWAY, THE @ ACCOUNT OF THE LOVE OF MY

TRYST WAS A
LITTLE BUNDLE
OF JOY BY THE 4

NAME OF

PARENT. SO YOU TOOK CARE
OF LITTLE HOPE.

&
AND THE WITCHBLADE AREN'T MUCH . PRODUCT OF LIFE HAVING HAD HER BRAINS
FOR “PROTECTION” AGAINST { THAT SADLY BLOWN OUT ALL OVER A SUBWAY
CERTAN THIN | UNREMEMBERED PLATFORM, I WASN'T FIT TO BE A
7 iy %
7l A

. BUT, SEE, '
UNKNOWN TO US, OUR
{ SNOGGIN' HAD CREATED
SOMETHING SPECIAL, A “KEY"
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CRACKS IN THE WORLD. THE “CORRUPTION CATARACT.” SIGH. 1
THE DOORS TO OTHER PLACES. BUT, YOU'RE TRYING DIDN'T WANT TO HAVE
TO TELL ME JACKIE SOMEHOW DID THIS? ) TO DO THIS. REALLY, I
7 DIDN'T. BUT, I NEED YOU
i l TO TAKE A LOOK AT
z £ / SOMETHING.
7 i
)

HE CAN BE A

SELF-CENTERED 2

BASTARD, SURE, BUT

HE'S NOT DIABOLICAL.

WHY WOULD HE EVEN P 1
DO WHAT YOU'RE
SUGGESTING?

THIS 1S HOPE ESTACADO,
JACKIE'S DAUGHTER WITH
HIS WIFE, JENNY. IN THE OLD
UNIVERSE, SHE WAS YOUR
DAUGHTER.

WHY WOULD
JACKIE DO 1T,
A "YOU ASK?

|

A

BECAUSE HE'S

A SELF CENTERED

BASTARD. AND HE

WANTED HOPE ALL
TO HIMSELF.

HOPE...

LN

| 1t feels like |
| all the right |
pleces.

NOW HE'S
GOING TO DO
WHATEVER IT TAKES
TO HOLD ONTO HIS
UNIVERSE, EVEN IF IT
MEANS LETTING GOD
KNOWS WHAT DROP
INTO OUR WORLD
LIKE AN INFERNAL
TURD.

IF YOU'VE SEEN
IT, DEALT WITH THIS
YUNGOD"” THING,
YOU KNOW WHAT'S
AT STAKE HERE.

But, something |
g about the way
it all comes
fogether feels
awkward.
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THE ANGELUS...AND
YOU. IT'S THE ONLY
WAY WE CAN STOP
ESTACADO FROM
POISONING
THE GODDAMN
WORLD.

NO...THIS
DOESN'T...

Weighted foo
heavily in
some parts...

N
Too \
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others. N\

WHAT ARE YOU
PLAYING AT, TOM?
WHY WOULD T TRUST
YOU OF ALL
PEOPLE?

We tri
fo cheat the
universe.

T guess this
is just the universe
balancing itself out.

4
CRAP. YEAH,

I CAN BE
THERE IN NO

EVERYTHING 1S
ALWAYS AT STAKE,
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SCUMBAGS. HE'S JUST A
GUY IN A BAD SITUATION,
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HIS BEST TO STAY 3
AFLOAT.
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THE COPS BECAUSE
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WANTED PROTECTION,
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JESUS, TOM.
YOU KNOW HOW
COMPLETELY INSANE
THAT SOUNDS, DON'T
71 YOU? I MEAN, EVEN
FOR PEOPLE
LIKE US.

TURNS OUT T HATE IT.
SCREECHING NOISE, IT 1S,
SKIP RIGHT AHEAD TO THE

WHITE ALBUM, T SAY.

TOM JUDGE.
A LONG WAY FROM
HELL AREN'T
you?

DEPENDS
ON WHAT YOU
THINK OF
CHICAGO, T
SUPPOSE.

YEAH. I DO KNOW. BUT, EVEN IF
YOU CAN HONESTLY TELL ME YOU
HAVEN'T NOTICED THAT THINGS
DON'T FEEL RIGHT, THERE'S
SOMETHING ELSE.

JACKIE'S
ALLIED HIMSELF
WITH SOME OTHER
FORCE...SOME KIND
OF ENTITIES FROM
A DARK WORLD
BEYOND OURS.

T ALWAYS THOUGHT I'D BE ONE OF THOSE
GUYS THAT LIKED JAZZ. YOU KNOW, THE
TYPE OF FELLA WHO RECOGNIZES THAT IT
SUPPLIED THE ROOTS FOR ROCK N'ROLL
AND CAN APPRECIATE IT FOR ITS

ONE THAT'S BEEN SEEPING THROUGH
THE CRACKS IN THE STRUCTURE OF
THIS IMPERFECT RECREATION.

Ili77248

COMPLEXITY.

¥ WE NEED TO
TALK, SARA. AND

NOT N THE “BILL ME

FOR MY TIME"” KIND
OF WAY YOU'RE

YOU PULLED
ME AWAY FROM A
PERFECTLY GOOD
A4 DATE FOR THIS.
= SO TALK.

THIS WORLD,
SARA. IT'S NOT THE
ORIGINAL. IT'S BEEN

RECREATED.

OVERWRITTEN.

AND THE MAN
RESPONSIBLE
FOR ITS
CURRENT STATE
IS NONE OTHER
THAN YOUR OLD
FRIEND, JACKIE
ESTACADO.
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|
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I THINK
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MAN. SOMEONE'S
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(| TRYNG TO KILL
d SOMEONE IN MY

PROTECTION.

HAPPENED TO

US, JACKIE?

I THOUGHT
WE WERE
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SARA PEZZINI 1S THE CURRENT
BEARER OF THE WITCHBLADE, AN

ANCIENT ARTIFACT THAT MOST OFTEN
TAKES THE FORM OF A GAUNTLET.

T

ONCE A NEW YORK CITY POLICE
DETECTIVE, PEZZINI HAS RECENTLY
RELOCATED TO CHICAGO. LIFE AS A
PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR HAS PROVEN
TO BE MUCH HARDER AND LESS
GLAMOROUS THAN SARA EXPECTED

N\ A S
SARA HAS BEEN CLOSELY

2 = s ! Bl WATCHED DURING HER STAY IN
- > = ikl ! i 5 y )il CHICAGO BY A MAN NAMED
4 IN HER SPARE TIME FROM HUNTING DOWN PAROLE VIOLATORS & 4 , JERRY, AN UNDERLING OF
AND TAILING CHEATING SPOUSES, SARA DISCOVERED THE R —— JACKIE ESTACADO, POSSESSOR
EXISTENCE OF A BLACK MARKET TRADE IN THE SUPERNATURAL. Bl (7 OF THE DARKNESS. :

i o s

JERRY'S INDISCRETIONS
HAVE NOT GONE
UNNOTICED, AND THOUGH
HE HAS CHOSEN POLICE
CUSTODY TO
PROTECT HIM, HE'S
DISCOVERING THERE'S
NOWHERE TO RUN FROM
THE DARKNESS.

SARA HAS BEEN AWARE OF JERRY'S PRESENCE,
ALLOWING HIM TO SPY IN CASE SHE SHOULD NEED HIS
SERVICE. SARA USED JERRY 'S STREET CONNECTIONS
TO STOP ROOK, A BLACK MAGIC DEALER WHO HAS

BEEN MAKING DIRTY DEALS WITH A COMPANY

TIM SEELEY * writer

DIEGO BERNARD « penciller Cover A « John Tyler Christopher

h Ca B+ Die B d, Fred B &
FRED BENES & ALISSON RODRIGUES » infers QR e R
ARIF PRIANTO & BENY MAULANA e colorists Cover C, London Super Comic Convention

e Ve al TROY PETERI * lesterer Exclusive « Bill Sienkiewicz
PROGENY BEGINS IN /4”\@\‘ ?{A\QUS #25.  BETSY GONIA, BRYAN ROUNTREE & MATT HAWKINS e editors
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