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Duestion “Wir s your comics New YEar's Resoturion?”

To better recognize how appreciative | am
to be working for Image. It's so easy to get
caught up in the next issue and project —
you lose sight of where you are.

HOAX HUNTERS

JANUARY 2013

To try writing in at least two new genres.

THIEF OF THIEVES,
THE END TIMES OF BRAM & BEN

HELL YEAH

Same as always — do more pages!

NO MORE MUTANTS.

CHEW

the Il word

ExPerRiENCE CREATIVITY

For the latest Image Comics news and previews: (1) visit www.imagecomics.com (2) friend on Facebook (3) follow on Twitter (@imagecomics)
. - Image Comics@and its logos are registered trademarks of Image Comics, Inc.

PAUL-PORE

PAUL POPE is an American cartoonist living and
working in New York City. He has been working
primarily in comics since the early ‘90s. His iconic
Batman: Year 100, a science fiction take on the
classic Batman origin tale, has won numerous
awards, seen printin many languages, and
appears frequently on many Top 10 Batman story
lists. In 2010, Pope was recognized as a Master
Artist by the American Council Of The Arts, and is
currently sitting on the ACA advisory board. His
2010, short science fiction comic strip Strange
Adventures (DC Comics)--an homage to the
Flash Gordon serials of the ‘30s-- won the coveted
National Cartoonist Society’s Reuben Award for
Best Comic Book of the year.

What are you working on right now?2

| just wrapped Battling Boy for First:Second. | have
a few dogs in the film fight, let's see if those things
pan out. | am immediately moving onto my book
Psychenaut, for Dargaud, my French publisher. A
book about dreams and Carl Jung's theories of
dream interpretation.

What's the best part of your job?
The war of art....! It's not always easy, but it's a good
fight. So glad people care enough to pay attention.

What's the worst part of your job?
The uncertainty and the isolation. Social anxiety.
That's probably just the human condition, though.

How did you first discover comics?

1975, I had the flu. | was five. My pop came back
from hockey camp in Ontario with a big busted lip
under his moustache and a copy of Kirby's Bring On

The Badguys. | fell in love with Thor and Doctor Doom.

| started drawing superheroes on my bedsheets right
after that with a blue Bic marker.

If you weren't working in comics, what would you
be doing?

I don't know. It's hard to imagine doing anything
else....

What's the best thing a fan has ever said to you?2
Probably the times you meet someone who says
they read your books with their kids. That is really
meaningful. | like meeting people, everyone has
something to say.

| did, however, just find out that | met Jordie Bellaire,
colorist on Mara, at some show when she was
THIRTEEN and sold her a copy of one of my books.
I've never felt older.

Who is the biggest inluence on your work?2
My influences would include Moebius, Alex Toth,
Kirby, Crepax....Frank Miller and Jeff Smith....Picasso.

What is the single work of which you're most proud?
I'd say Battling Boy, since it is the most vital and fresh
for me. | keep trying to improve.

Own up to one of your guilty pleasures.

I love Bing Crosby Christmas tunes. | love walking
in the snow and having cold feet. | love the corny
Japanese Moog composer Isao Tomita.

What was the last comic book you bought?

I bought the recent Dark Horse collection of Richard
Corben's work for Eerie and Creepy....that is some
amazing stuff.

If you could be someone else for a day, who would
it be?

Honestly, I'd not change places with anybody....

if | could have dinner with someone, I'd think Mark
Twain or maybe Orson Wells or Mickey Rourke or Nick
Cave might be good company.

Pick three things you couldn't live without.
Family, Health, Music.

What's the strangest thing you have in your house?2
My lady is a circus performer and builds her own
rigs. At the moment, we have an 8 foot tall metal
crescent moon with LED displays set up in the living
room.

What makes you laugh?
I love the dumb jokes kids tell, like, “two sausages are
in a frying pan...." Jokes like that.

What is one of your favorite places?
The island Capri off the coast of Italy. Tokyo. NYC.
Ontario. Alaska.

What music are you listening to these days?2
| listen a lot lately to Einsturzende Neubauten, Alice
Coltrane, Beethoven, Grinderman, and Ravi Shankar.

What is your favorite film of all ime?2

A tough one...| would likely say Andrei Rublev,

by Tarkovsky. Close seconds-- Ran by Kurosawa,
Kubrick's The Shining. Holy Mountain by Jodorowsky.

Who is your best friend?2
Kostas, Harvest, and Pascoe. Scott. Erika.

What is the best advice you've ever received?
“No masterpiece was ever created by a lazy artist”
--Salvador Dali

When was the last time you were truly frightened?
Anytime I'm in a car or on an airplane.

Who is someone you really admire?2

Muhammad Ali, Louise Nevelson, Nick Cave, Picasso,
Jeff Smith. Miles Davis. Ursula LeGuin. lan Astbury.
Kostas Seremetis.

What would you like to see happen in comics in the
next 12 months?2

I want to see more badass comics, more artists and
writers taking the wheel of their own ships, more
editors and publishers backing new dreams and
visions, more young people getting into comics, both
as readers and as makers.

ONE TRICK RIP-OFF/DEEP-CUTS HC

N

INVINCIBLE #100

LANDMARK 100th ISSUE

~J SPECTACULAR! IUs all been

building to this. Mark
Grayson’s entire life as

a superhero, all he's
learned, all he’s endured,
it's all been leading to
this one moment. Will

he become the hero he

-J was meant to or will he

choose... a DIFFERENT

=4 path? The aftermath of

this EXTRA-SIZED issue
will shock you.

Young lovers Tubby and
Vim want to escape -
escape the mistakes
they've made, the lives
they've lived, and the
Pty city weighing
them down. Their plan
is simple -all they have
0 do is rip-off the One
Tricks - the toughest
treet gang in LA. If
they pull it off, they're
et for life. If not, their
lives won't matter
much anyway.

RILEY ROSSMO joins
farces with nine different
writers over three

4 issues to tell tall tales

from heyond the grave! A
mariachi falls in love with
a woman who looks like
his lost love, a father is
ahused by a poltergeist,

§ and a girl whose mother

died when She was born
visits the land of the dead
in her dreams.

_ What would you do if

you were caught in

the Biblical End Times?
When Heaven raptures
total bastard Bram
Carlson in a “clerical
error” - he’s sent back
and immediately uses
Armageddon to his
benefit! Can his anxious
roommate Ben save
Bram from himself - AND
the gathering forces of
Armageddon?
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SARA PEZZINI HATES SELL-OUTS.

THERE’S NO EXCUSE TO MISS THE LATEST
HOT TITLES COMING OUT FROM TOP COW.

visit thelopcowstore.com
For all your Top Cow needs!

Get your grubby mitts on...

Subscriptions - Get the —~
latest issues delivered straight to 4
your door! /

Online Store Exclusives - |
Not available anywhere else!

Convention Variants -
Even iif you missed them at the
show!

Top Cow Classics - Fresh
out of the Top Cow vaults!

i
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MOHAMED, ESQUIVEL

Real Name: Esquivel Mohamed

Height: 6’ 10"

Weight: 300 |bs

Eyes: Right eye - White, Left eye - Brown

Hair: Black

Occupation: Chief Executive Officer for MAL ANALYTICS.
Identity: Public

Legal Status: Citizen of the United States with no known
criminal record.

Other Aliases: N/A

Place of Birth: Ville-di-Pietrabugno, Corsica, France
Marital Status: Divorced

Known Relatives: None known

Group Affiliation: TRACT (Transmundane Research and
Containment Team)

Base of Operations: Chicago, lllinois, USA

First Appearance: \\/itchblade #162

Abilities: Esquivel is an extremely talented torero and is an
Olympic class boxer.

Strength level: Esquivel possesses the normal human
strength of a man of his age, height and weight that
engages in intense, regular exercise.

Known Superhuman powers: Esquivel is able to see into the future via intense dreams and visions.

History: Esquivel Mohamed grew up in a small town outside the city of Bastia on the island of Corsica. At a young age, Esquivel
discovered an ability to dream of events that would occur in the near future. These visions were often vague, but Esquivel
discerned he was destined for greatness. Believing his path to greatness lied in the bullfighting arena, Esquivel became a torero.
His immense bodily strength, and unusual agility made him a star. As his fame grew in Bastia, Esquivel began to ignore his own
vision, and thus he did not foresee the bullhorn that pierced his chest. In a coma for several months, Esquivel awoke blind in one
eye. When he now has visions, he sees two paths, as if he was viewing two different universes.

In one universe, he sees a coming Darkness apocalypse. He believes the only way to survive this world is to gather as many
arcane artifacts as possible. This lead him to found MAL ANALYTICS in Chicago, utilizing the power of the Corruption Cataract.
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Real Name: Roberta “Bobby” Brown

Height: 5’ 6”

Weight: 125 Ibs

Eyes: Brown

Hair: Black

Occupation: Criminal. Go-Go Dancer. Volunteer, anti-gang initiative.
Identity: Public

Legal Status: Citizen of the United States with a criminal record
Other Aliases: “Queen”

Place of Birth: Chicago, lllinois

Marital Status: Single

Known Relatives: None

Group Affiliation: former member of the “Chess Gang”

Base of Operations: Chicago, lllinois, USA

First Appearance: \\Vitchblade #159

Strength level: Bee Bee possesses the normal human strength of
a woman of her age, height and weight that engages in moderate,
regular exercise.

Known Superhuman powers: None

History: Robert Brown grew up on the Southside of Chicago in a low-income
neighborhood plagued by gang crime and drug abuse. Singled out by bullies at
a young age, Robert was relieved to befriend Shawn Culler, a tough, smart kid
who lived with his uncle, Jordan Chess. Along with several other kids, Robert
and Shawn escaped reality by forming a “paranormal detective” crew, fueled by
stories from Jordan Chess. They called the group “The Chess Gang,” and took
on chess themed “codenames.” When Chess appeared to be possessed by a
demon, and attacked the Gang, Culler reacted by killing the old man, saving
Robert’s life.

Culler spent the rest of his teenage years in and out of juvenile detention, and
then eventually jail, but throughout it all he was supported by Robert, who helped
him with his criminal endeavors as well as his research into the arcane. After
Robert’s reassignment surgery, the two began a romantic relationship.

To make up for her guilt involving her criminal activities, Bee Bee is very active in
community outreaches aimed at reducing gang violence.
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AND THEN YOU MET ME. RIGHT
IN FRONT OF YOU WAS ONE OF THE
Bl MOST POWERFUL ARTIFACTS ON
THE WHOLE PLANET. SOMETHING
THAT CREATURE COULD HAVE
FEASTED ON FOR A
THOUSAND YEARS.

INSTEAD, YOU TEASED IT.
TOLD HM IT WAS OUT
THERE. THAT YOU JUST
NEEDED A LITTLE MORE
TIME. AND HE WAS
PLEASED. DECIDED YOU
WERE DOING WHAT HE
WANTED. ENOUGH

YOU COULD
HAVE BEEN A

MASTER OF MAGIC. /i

A GOD.

7 INSTEAD, YOU \
| BROUGHT ME
" FLOWERS.
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MAGIC BOY
TOOK IT UPON
HIMSELF TO LIBERATE
THAT KILLER BEAST
FROM US. YOU KNOW
HOW IT 1S WITH THESE
ANIMAL-LOVIN' WHITE
BOYS LIVING IN THAT
NEIGHBORHOOD.

ANYWAY, ME AN’ PETRO HAD A
MATCH COMIN' UR. DECIDED
WE NEEDED OUR BEST

BLOCKHEAD.

TURNS OUT HE WASN'T
QUITE AS HAPPY TO
SEE US.

EVER HEAR THAT
IMPRESSION YOU
DO OF Mg, I'M
GONNA KNOCK
YOU ON YOUR
TRIXIE KIESTER.
DEAL?

I REALLY DID TRY
TO HELP YOUR

I KNOW. I SAW
SOMEONE WITH A THING
LIKE YOU HAVE...A
MAGIC THINGAMAWHAT,
AND I EXPECTED YOU

TO BE AN ANGEL OR A

SUPERHERO OR
SOMETHING.

TURNS OUT
YOU'RE NOT
B\ PERFECT.

IBETYOU N\|

MADE A GODDAMN
GOQOD COFR IT'S
A REAL SHAME,
PEZ.
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I DIDN'T
KNOW WHAT TO
TELL YOU...IT'S
NOT...WHAT YOU

THINK.

W SRl FOR YEARS, YOUR RELATIVES STEALING ALL THAT
TINT? N WERE THE HOST TO SOME KIND 3 MAGIC MEANT SOMETIMES PEOPLE
BECAUSE THIS OF ENTITY FROM A DARK DR COT HURT OR KILLED BUT F IT
LOOKED LIKE A CREATURE THAT
TO M. FED OFF MAGIC AND DOWE, N0 THEY EEAZED
COULD GIVE A LITTLE 4 ¢

SN\ £1CK TO THE PERSON
, [N WHO FED T

YOU TOLD THAT THING IN THE BASEMENT
YOU COULDN'T FIND MUCH TO FEED IT.
KEPT IT WEAK SO YOU COULD KEEP IT

\ _IN CHECK. AND IN RETURN, YOU GOT
NOTHING BACK.

SO INSTEAD OF LIVING UP
TO THE LEGACY SET BY YOUR
FAMLLY, YOU HAD TO BE CONTENT
WITH SLEIGHT OF HAND AND A
STRUGGLING THEATER. A WAND OR ~
TWO HERE OR THERE IF IT MEANT
\ HELPING A FRIEND, BUT i
. NOTHING MORE.
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YOU DON'T GOT TO
BOBBIE/ APOLOGIZE. T NEVER COME ON.
UHHN. IT'M... SHOULDA PUT THIS T'LL TAKE YOU TO
I'M SO SORRY. I ON YOU. THE PRECINCT. EASY

COULDN'T FIGHT. IT GOT TO STO b e =
WAS IN MY HEAD. AND GET‘T’IPTG gFHEP?
THEY TOOK IT. I'M PEOPLE TO FIGHT

MY DEMONS, 1S

EASY. GOT
TO SAVE MY
ENERGY.

GOT A HELL
OF A STORY
TO TELL THE

Uptown Police Station.

i WY 4 ' PITBULLY
11:51 PM N ; ARE YOU
\ ¥/ Vol FRIGEN'

SHITTIN'
ME?/
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NOW, ARE YOU GOING TO RUN LA { YEAH? AND WHAT MAKES YOU LOOK AT THIS
AGAIN? BECAUSE IF YOU DO, I'M ! YOU SUCH A GOOD FACE. THIS IS THE FACE
GOING TO HAVE TO MAKE THIS ) GODDAMN JUDGE OF OF A MAN BEING
UNCOMFORTABLE. ‘ ' A CHARACTER?/ DON'T YOU HONEST.
= ‘AN R WONDER WHY YOUR FRIEND BEE BEE VISITED
NEVER MENTIONED THE ME EVERY DAMN WEEK
DEMON LIVING IN HIS WHILE T WAS IN. WITH
BASEMENT? A THING THAT PETRO DEAD, SHE'S THE
FEEDS ON MAGIC AND ONY THING I GOT
ARTIFACTS IN LEFT. I'D SPEND AN
EXCHANGE FOR ETERNITY IN KELL TO
POWER? il | MAKE 2%5?, SHE'S

NO. THEY GOT MORE
MONSTERS LIKE THIS. AND
THEY SENT ‘EM AFTER MY
GIRL, BEE BEE.

WHATEVER THAT 1S YOU GOT
ON YOUR WRIST, SHE MIGHT
NEED IT. YOU HELP ME MAKE
SURE SHE'S SAFE, T'LL
TURN MYSELF IN.

. / A YOU SHOULD BE
AND I'M WONDERING |F THE
SUPPOSED A : TRINKET ON YOUR N 4
TO TEgST ' WRIST 1S WHY HE ANOTHER \
YOU? ’ ! 3 f KEPT YOU FEW YEARS IN JALL S8
X | ¢ AROUND/ AN'T SHIT.
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THERE, THERE, W CAN'T HAVE

LOVE. THIS WILL b ANOTHER

ALL BE OVER 7 7 BITCHING ABOUT
SOON. I a5 ALL THE YEARS I

2 TO0K, YOU ~
FIRST. GOT 10 QA Z /Y UNDERETAND.

DO A LITTLE RITUAL
THAT'LL MAKE SURE YOU
MOVE ON TO THE NEXT |
WORLD SO I DON'T
HAVE TO DEAL WITH YOU
FOLLOWING ME AROUND
IN THE 'LANDS.

BLOODY
CAVERNS.

Last time I saw this guy he
was geftting mauled by a gang
of pissed off ghosts. And he
deserved it. Bastard killed a

girl I was trying fo help.

= Problem was,
T never got
fo fell him
how I felt
about ft.

So I make
up for lost
time.

FIND ME
LATER. I'VE GOT
MORE WHERE THAT
CAME FROM.

BLLUGHH.
YOU... FUGGING....
BLULRGH...
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ENLIGHTEN ME/ WHAT
KIND OF COMPANY HAS
THAT WORKING FOR
THEM?/

MAL. MANA

AND LEY ANALYTICS. A

DVISION OF CYBERDATA

THEY BUY
ARTIFACTS AND SEND
OUT GODDAMN
MONSTERS TO KILL
PEOPLE WHEN THEY'RE
DONE DOING BUSINESS

WITH ‘EM. THAT GOOD

ENOUGH FOR

TECHNOLOGIES. FOR
ALL YOUR DARK MAGIC

YOU! THE
ANIMALS...KNOW YOU.
THE ANIMALS NEVER
FORGET EVEN IF THE
N MAN DOES. /

T THINK ¥

HE LIKES YOU.
AND, WELL,

THAT SOUNDS
LIKE A ‘yOU
PROBLEM."”
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My
TURN/ WHAT
THE HELL 1S

THAT?/

\V %3 E
x\ SOMETIMES IT
EVEN GETS ME

OUT OF IT.

®
A5

UNGH/ HEY, HE'S
GOT A LIMIT/ HIS
FORM ONLY GOT
SO MUCH MEAT
TO SHIFT
AROUND BEFORE
HE EXHAUSTS
HIMSELF/
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WHO THE
HELL ARE

FRIEND OF MINE IN
SOME DEEP SHIT
WITH THE POLICE.
YOU'RE GOING
TO COME WITH ME
AND SORT THIS

NOT THAT I DON'T
APPRECIATE THE SAVE
Ml THERE, BUT THIS DEAL
1S DONE.OZﬁM MOVIN'

HN.
/ BARGAINING SPRIT.
TRADES GIFTS FOR MAGIC ¥
IT CAN EAT. MEAN BASTARD.
IT WAS WEAK AS
SHIT...UNDERFED..

OKAY
EXPERT. WHAT Yo
THE HELL 1S
THAT THING

A WEREMERA.
GENETICALLY
UNSTABLE
ZOANTHROPE.
REALLY RARE.

ALSO
REAL DAMN
DANGEROUS.
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IT'S INSIDE
ME. DIGGING
THROUGH MY

DREAMS. PRYING

AND STEALING AND

W I SEE THNGS T
WANTED TO
FORGET.

ACCEPTANCE.
YOU WANT. LOOOOVE.
A GENDER. LET

ME...GIVE THESE...
TO...YOU....

SHE'S
HERE. AND THE
CREATURE TOO.
BE CAREFUL,

. I DON'T THINK

S¥( WE HAVE TO WORRY

MUCH ABOUT EITHER
OF THESE, BRUV.

CUT ME. HIT ME.

I WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO

L DO. JUST GET IT OUT
. OF My HEAD!

17
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CALLED, }
THEY GOT

AY A PROPER
“KILL FEE.”

IT'S REALLY TO

BAD. YOU MIGHT HAVE

BEEN AN EXCELLENT
PARTNER...

...NOW THAT
YOU'VE LEARNED
SOME RESPECT.

i
GET THEM,

HAVEN'T LOST
ALL OUR ETHICS,
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L7 HRRA
N HAH HA HAH
M HAHA. Now

«'),,\‘

GU

A
NS ARE
BORING. FOR MEN,
THE ANIMALS WANT £
FUN,

WHAT DID
YOU STEAL
A DD 1 e
g o W |
WS N TiT vy —=
BASEMENTZ/ ; YEAH, AND
I ioie Tie W
TRUTH, PRETTY B ASSUME TM
0 Rely

‘—‘; OPEN-MINDED.
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AH,
MR. ROOK. OR,
SHOULD I SAY,
MR. CULLER?
EVER AND

ALWAYS THE CONSUMMATE
BUSINESSMAN. YOU PRIDE
YOURSELF ON YOUR
“STREET ETHICS,” DON'T

you? <

AW, HELL
NO. YOU PAY AND
T'LL LET YOU PICK UP
YOUR BRAND NEW UGLY /
ASS TOV.

I'VE HEARD THE
STORIES. ABOUT YOUR
DAYS AS A "MONSTER
HUNTER.”

ABOUT THE
DEMON THAT
POSSESSED
YOUR UNCLE,
‘FORCING” YOU
TO BEAT HM TO
DEATH TO FREE
HM FROM ITS
GRASF.

*I'M SURE YOU WON'T
BE SURPRISED WHEN
I TELL YOU I SENT

ONE OF OUR AGENTS

TO TRACK DOWN
YOUR “GIRL."

THAT 15, OF COURSE, IF
IT REALLY WAS A DEMON.
PART OF YOU MUST
SECRETLY WONDER IF
YOU KILLED A MAN
STRICKEN WITH
SCHIZOPHRENIA. A SICK
OLD MAN GRASPING
AT REALITY.

AND THAT PART OF
YOU HAS TO BE KEPT
QUIET. SO YOU FILL IT
WITH THE BELIEF THAT
IF YOU CAN CONTROL

THE MONSTERS,
UNDERSTAND THEM,
YOU'LL NEVER MAKE

THAT MISTAKE

THAT IF YOU
HAVE YOUR OWN
CODE OF ETHICS,
YOU'RE BETTER
THAN THE
MONSTERS.
BETTER THAN THE
YOUNG BOY WHO
CRUSHED THE
SKULL OF THE
CLOSEST THING
HE HAD TO A
FATHER.

“THUS WE ARE
FULLY CAPABLE
OF OBTANNG
THE ENTITY
WITHOUT YOU.”
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DR. DAVID LOREN THOUGHT HE
OUTSMARTED THE U.S. MILITARY

THIS JANUARY HE WILL _~
FIND OUT HOW SMART
HE REALLY IS O
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--SHOULDN'T

BE ANY NEED FOR
VIOLENCE. STAY QUIET

AND READY, JUST

IN CASE THESE

DOWNTOWN

MOTHERF*%4ERS

GET STUPD...

NEED TO BE
REMINDED HOW WE
DO BUSINESS IN
UPTOWN.

MR. ROOK.

I ASSUME YOU'VE
‘LUBED UP" THE ONCE
DRY TRADE? OR 1S
THIS AN ACT OF
DESPERATION FROM
A DESPERATE

OH, SHIT/ DDN'T
EXPECT THIS BUSINESS
WARRANTED THE O.G. STILL,
BEST SHOW SOME
RESPECT WHEN YOU'RE ON
MY TURF, ESQUIVEL, OR T'LL
SELL HIM TO THAT
OLD CHINA MAN IN
NEW YORK.

AIN'T NONE OF THIS
ENCHANTED ITEM SHIT THIS WO
TIME. GOT A GENEE. 50, IF i) YOU'RE
YOU'RE INTERESTED IN > 7 GOING TO HAVE
GOING INTO THE WISH < / TO RUB MY

BUSINESS... / LAMP REAL
\ GOOD.
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GONNA M5 MY 7
PROGRAMS AT AR
THIS RATE 1

em | A\ L
b X | € 2D
& CHOSE A REAL NICE FOR A GUY. H lig/g
[ 52 70 WORK LaTE, b ey >

SPYING ON ME FOR JACKIE
SARA. T WAS JUST, ESTACADO. YEAH, I KNOW. YOU'RE
Y'KNOW.... GOING TO TELL ME WHERE I
CAN FIND ROOK.

AN

== t‘ _;-\\ :

I CAN'T DO THAT,

MS. PEZZIN. ROOK  §
ALWAYS MADE IT REAL
CLEAR THAT IT WOULD

BE A BAD CAREER MOVE J¥
\ TO TALK ABOUT HIM IN
ANY CONTEXT AND
I LIKE TO--

/

J

THE ONLY REASON

I LET YOU SIT OUT HERE
NIGHT AFTER NIGHT AND
REPORT MY COMING AND

GOING 1S BECAUSE T

WANT TO KNOW EXACTLY
WHERE YOU ARE. YOU'RE

\ USEFUL TO ME.

ASSUME
THAT IF YOU STOP
BEING USEFUL TO
ME, AS FAR AS T'M
CONCERNED, NO ONE
NEEDS TO KNOW
WHERE YOU ARE.
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| ME, RESCUING ME AND WHATNOT, SO I'M, \ N I EARLIER. SOME KIND OF DEAL GOING DOWN, AND
i\ WELL, I'M GOING TO DO YOU A SOLID, 4 » \ I GUESS IT MIGHT INVOLVE SOME HEAVY-LIFTING,

OKAY, UH, YOU'VE BEEN REALLY NICE TO Nk C oYy ¢ ROOK. PUT OUT THE CALL FOR SOME MUSCLE ‘\‘
f i
AND THEN WE'LL CALL US EVEN.

IF YOU KNOW WHAT T MEAN.

A PLACE

YOU'VE ALREADY :
BEEN. WHERE WE [ / i | o

FIRST MET.. d A [ ' THANKS.
OFFICIALLY, I/ 3 ! Wi s> @ NOW GET OUT

{ % @l OF THE RAIN BEFORE

YOU CATCH A

COLD.

0  SURe,

d Ms. PEZZIN.

L\ ANYTHING
\_YOU SAY.

FOR REAL

THIS TIME.

GOING TO
GET A REAL

JUST THOUGHT
YOU SHOULD KNOW, NOT
BECAUSE WE LIKE YOU, JUST
‘CUZ WE LIKE TO SEE YOU
SCARED...

THE BOSSMAN
IS THINKING ABOUT DOING SOME
CLEANUR GET YERSELF GOOD AND
AFRAID. TURN YOURSELF INTO A
NICE, QUIVERING MASS JUST
FOR US.

BECAUSE 1
GUARANTEE YOU'RE
GONNA BE ONE OF
THE FIRST PIECES
OF TRASH TO GET

#. THROWN AWAY.

NG
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JORGENSON /16
YOUR REAL NAME?

HERE I

THOUGHT THAT WAS ANYWAYS.

. I ASSUME YOU

SOME KIND OF “CRISS K T e

NAME OR WHATEVER LIce VERE, MR,

YOUR REAL NAME WOULD JORGENSON.

BE LIKE “HERBERT
KERPLATSK.."

YOU DON'T
HAVE TO ANSWER
ANYTHING THAT

COULD INCRIMINATE
YOU. THEY'VE
GOT NOTHING
ON YOU.

WELL, I WOULDN'T SAY "NOTHING.” WE { SO, YOU THINK GOOD AND W& =
DID FIND THE BODY OF A RUSSIAN |8 HARD MAGIC MAN, BECAUSE
THUG WITH HIS THROAT TORE OUT YOU'RE GONG TO NEED A =

4 IN YOUR BASEMENT. HELL OF A GOOD TRICK
z EVEN IF - TO GET YOURSELF
THAT COULD > OUTTA THIS ONE.
BE EXPLAINED Z ¢
WITH A LITTLE
"BREAKING AND
ENTERING
GONE WRONG,"
THERE'S STILL
THE QUESTION
OF THE CREEPY
A LITTLE PRISON
) AND THE KIDDIE
BED.

7 ...AND THE LOOK ON THE
FACE OF THAT FI.,
WHAT'S HER NAME...WITH
THE LONrCiELEGS, AND

’ YEAH, HER. THE LOOK g
Il / ON HER FACE WHEN SHE REALIZES
{1 THIS GUY IS PROBABLY RUNNING

A MDGET SEX SLAVE RING
o OUTTA HIS BASEMENT... _
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gl Oz, DON'T YOU HATE THAT
\ CRICK? THAT MUST HAVE MADE /

= YOUR DAY/
I al l‘" -

Y Innocent until proven
y guilty. Just got to keep
repeating that fo
myself. Whatever Cain
”| is info, he’s not falking
fo the cops.

And all I've dgof fo go on is an
\| overriding desire fo believe T
didn't just fall for another pair
of baby blue eyes...

! That belong fo an
| evil psychopath.

OH SURE, JANE.
LET'S SEE. YEAH, HERE WE
GO: SERVED TWO YEARS
FOR DRUG TRAFFICKING IN
2008. PULLED IN IN ‘9o
BUT WALKED WHEN HIS
PARTNER TOOK THE S
WHAT'S DA

HEY DERE, ! U N9y \ . NAME OF DIS
DISPATCH, DIS 16 WOZ. \ZIMaS) 1 !
JUST CHECKIN' IN ON

THE 10-18 FROM EARLIER

TONIGHT. NIKIFOR

SPETRO" PETROV.

WHAT'S HIS RAP
LOOK. LIKE?
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[ACKIE ESTACAD®
HAS EVERYTHING HE'S EVER WANTED.

WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN IT ALL SLIPS AWAY?

DAVID HINE AND [EREMY HAUN

VOLUIME | TRADE PAPERBACK AVAILABLE N&W!
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SARA PEZZINI 1S THE CURRENT
BEARER OF THE WITCHBLADE, AN
ANCIENT ARTIFACT THAT MOST OFTEN
TAKES THE FORM OF A GAUNTLET.

ONCE A NEW YORK CITY POLICE
DETECTIVE, PEZZINI HAS RECENTLY
RELOCATED TO CHICAGO. LIFE AS A
PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR HAS PROVEN
TO BE MUCH HARDER AND LESS
GLAMOROUS THAN SARA EXPECTED.

R | N s |

B IN HE SPAFZ TIME FROM HUNTING DOWN PAROLE V|OATO§ A KEY PLAYER IN THE MANA TRADE IS ESQUIVEL, WHOSE OWN
AND TAILING CHEATING SPOUSES, SARA DISCOVERED THE 5 TRANSMUNDANE RETRIEVAL AND CONTAINMENT TEAM (7TRACT)
piss EXISTENCE OF A BLACK MARKET TRADE IN THE SUPERNATURAL. B { HAS STEPPED UP TO THWART SARA'S INVESTIGATIONS.

A — = e E= Wi e [

/ ROOK BROKE INTO THE
4 LAKEVIEW THEATER HOME OF
SARA'S ALLY, THE STAGE MAGICIAN [
CAIN JORGENSON, SEEKNG |
ANY VESTIGE OF MAGIC THAT
HE COULD STEAL.

il
%
=

!‘ l ) /’{ : ' \ = 4 VO RO cook's TeEam FounD
1\ Nl L L Ny 7 ‘ AN MORE THW THEY
WA o cuc e scmor e oo s B ¥ "CANO & Cong 1o
’ i -/ ¥ B

CRAVES THE PROFIT THAT SELLING MAGIC BESTOWS. HEAEE - W | A COP AR
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