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For the latest Image Comics news and previews: (1) visit www.imagecomics.com (2) friend on Facebook (3) follow on Twitter (@imagecomics)

BRIANAW.©©)D,

Image Comics published Brian Wood's first series, Chan-
nel Zero, in 1997 to considerable critical acclaim, and
Wood has continued to produce comics and graphic
novels at a brisk pace ever since. Focusing almost en-
tirely on creator-owned works, he's become one of the
most notable creators of the last decade. He's earned
multiple Eisner Award nominations and editions of his
work have been published in close to a dozen foreign
languages. He is most known for original series such as
DMZ, Northlanders, Demo, and Local.

Starting in 2012, Wood kicked off the second major phase
of his career with the original series The Massive and An-
them, as well as Star Wars and Conan the Barbarian for
Dark Horse Comics and The X-Men for Marvel. His cre-
ator-owned collaboration with artist Ming Doyle, MARA,
will be published by Image Comics in December.

What are you working on right now?

I'm getting notes from an issue of X-Men from my editor,
and planning on knocking out a Star Wars script by the
end of the week. I'm actually heading to a Star Wars
convention this weekend, and then by Monday | have an
Ultimate X-Men due. (And since this interview took me a
couple days, separated by a week, fo complete, here's
bonus answer: today it's an issue of The Massive)

What's the best part of your job?2

The best part is always the fact | can work at home, in my
own space, in a (mostly) quiet house and still feel con-
nected to my family. | stopped having to commute and
sit in an office ten years ago and I'm still grateful on a
daily basis. Any time that | have a stress dream, its always
about that: going back to a day job in a cubicle.

What's the worst part of your job?2

Deadlines. There's a lot of perks to being a comics writer,
but one of the biggest responsibilities, if not THE biggest,
is that everyone else is counting on me to deliver work so
they can eat. The writer's at the top of that assembly line
and nothing moves if | screw up.

How did you first discover comics?2

I was in art school, majoring in illustration, and someone
told me that these editorial illustrators | knew and liked -
Dave McKean, Kent Williams, Bill Sienkiewicz — also made
comic books. So | got a late start, but | came into it the
right way: seeking out creators and their creator-owned
work.

If you weren't working in comics, what would you be doing?

I'd still be working in design, I'm sure. | had a career do-
ing graphic design for the videogame industry before |
quit to go write comics. I'msure I'd be sitting in a cubicle
somewhere hating my life.

What's the best thing a fan has ever said to you?

I'm sure I'm forgetting some awesome story, but some-
thing | hear a lot is that one of my books was the gate-
way drug for someone's friend or girlfiend or boyfriend,
or that one of my books was what got someone back
into comics after a long time away. That's really the best
compliment, that one of my books made someone love
comics. Hard to top that.

| did, however, just find out that | met Jordie Bellaire,
colorist on Mara, at some show when she was THIRTEEN
and sold her a copy of one of my books. I've never felt
older.

Who is the biggest influence on your work?2

| don't know. Hahal! | don't know how fo answer that.
It's not any one thing, or one person. My work is sort of all
over the place in terms of fone and subject matter and |
think my inspiration is probably just as varied.

What is the single work of which you're most proud?

Local and Northlanders. | can't pick just one. Right now,
it's those two books.

Own up to one of your guilty pleasures.

Wheeling and dealing on eBay, mostly vintage guitars
and related equipment. That's not really a thing to be
guilty about, but the volume and frequency | have going
on probably is. Its best if no one knows the details.

What was the last comic book you bought?2

Probably Peter Bagge's RESET from Dark Horse. | have an
open subscription to the Dark Horse Digital store so eve-
rything there is available to me for free, but | still bought
RESET. Peter Bagge is a creator | unconditionally love;
his HATE was the first series | bought and read, and he's
earned a lifetime of loyalty from me.

If you could be someone else for a day, who would it be?
I don't even want to be someone else, but | do wish I had
other people's talents.

Pick three things you couldn't live without.
The Pogues, Wilco, the Jesus and Mary Chain.

What's the strangest thing you have in your house?

I'm way too boring to have oddities and curiosities in the
house, to be honest. Well, | do have a set of taxidermy
coathooks made out of deer legs, which my wife finds
horrifying, but that's the sort of thing | grew up with so |
actually think its comforting.

What makes you laugh?
Most things make me laugh at some level, which is a
good thing. | think its how | keep sane.

What is one of your favorite places?
I grew up in Vermont, and each time | visit | fall more and
more back in love with the place.

What music are you listening to these days?

| grew up listening to exclusively folk, both American
and Celtic, and until | was allowed to buy my own mu-
sic, which was probably age 14, that's what | listened fo.
That, and the Beatles, thanks to my older sister. In recent
years I've been rediscovering all that folk and finding a lot
of comfort in it and | feel pretty blessed to have had that
exposure early on and for so many years. Not to sound
like a snob, but I'm happy to have been raised with that
level of music than the sort of stuff my own kids seem to
be atftracted to, which isn't all that bad but its pretty shal-
low in comparison to someone like Pete Seeger.

Who is your best friend?2
My wife, of course.

What is the best advice you've ever received?

As it pertains to the business of comics, there is one bit
that rises above all else: no one cares about your book
more than you do. That sounds sort of bland and gen-
eral, but especially when dealing with original creations,
you need to be very careful with what you own.

When was the last time you were truly frightened?

| have a really bad habit of daydreaming these horrible
worst case scenarios and playing them out in my head.
I think | must do this as some sort of subconscious-level
catharsis, but when | carry my little kid down the stairs,
sometimes | think about fripping and falling, sustaining
injuries, the ER, and so on. It gets grim and often really
freaks me out. Why do | do that2

What would you like to see happen in comics in the next
12 months?2

A big increase in digital readership in sales and the direct
market remaining unaffected. Then we can all relax a
little bit, realize there is nothing to worry about, and get
on with it.
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ExPerRiENCE CREATIVITY

The story of an especially
gifted woman in a
sporis-and war-bsessed
future. Voung Mara
Prince is at the top of the
world, a global celebrity
ina culture that prizes
physical achievement
above all else. After she
manifests supernatural
abilities on live TV, she
hecomes famous all over

again but for the worst
Peasons.
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LADRGNN, Eisner
award winner for
his work on HIP
FLASK: MYSTERY
CITY, returns for the
penultimate issue in

| the series. Sahara
is dead, but both Hip
Hask and Obadiah
Horn are determined
10 save her!

100 YEARS AFTER

FALL... A NEW GREAT GAME
BEGINS. A retired soldier
002 Secretmission...
sent out from the walled
city and the only life

he's ever knowninto the
violent wilderness of

the world after the fall!
Tribal cults, Foaming
bands of barharians,
vicious warlords! A
startling new take on the
post-apocalypse and the
most auspicious comics
debut of the year!

Luther Strode lives. Five
years after losing
everything, Luther has
Decome more than a
nightmare for the evil men
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a legend. But somebody
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an as dangerous
allies that Luther will
never expect. Luther
Strade lives; but for how
long? The sequel to 2011's
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MENAGERIE

Real Name: \\Vesley Hamilton

Height: 5’ 9”

Weight: 180 Ibs

Eyes: Blue

Hair: Blonde

Occupation: Field Agent/Esoteric Archaeologist for MAL
ANALYTICS.

Identity: Secret

Legal Status: Citizen of the United States with no known
criminal record.

Other Aliases: None

Place of Birth: Palm Coast, Florida

Marital Status: Single

Known Relatives: None known

Group Affiliation: TRACT (Transmundane Research and
Containment Team)

Base of Operations: Chicago, llinois, USA

First Appearance: \\Vitchblade #161

Abilities: Menagerie is skilled at surfing and Frisbee golf.

Strength level: In human form, Menagerie possesses the
normal human strength of a man of his age, height and weight
that engages in moderate, regular exercise. In his \Weremera
form, his strength is dependent on the form he takes. It is
often of superhuman level.

Known Superhuman powers: Menagerie is a lycanthropic
being known as a “weremera.” This unusual magical genetic
mutation allows him to shapeshift into a variety of human/
animal hybrids and utilize their abilities. Because of his body’s
instability, Menagerie’s body is more resilient to any kind of
injury. He is able to manipulate and control much of his body,
an ability he is training himself to better use.

History: \\esley Hamilton was a surf bum living in a Florida
beach town. Occasionally, while surfing at night, he found
himself able to understand the songs of whales, the cries
of seabirds, and the electric currents followed by sharks.
Thinking he was losing his mind, Wesley self-medicated with
hallucinogenic drugs. When he awoke after his “trip” he
discovered that he had transformed into a bizarre fusion of
a multitude of animals. Wesley searched for help with his
condition. With assistance from a division of MAL Analytics he
was able to discern that his birth parents were lycanthropes,
and that he was a rare shapeshifter with no set animal form
known as a weremera. In exchange for assistance, Wesley
took a job with MAL (the first real job he’s ever had actually).






OPS/images/0025.jpeg
BOATMAN

Boatman

Known Superhuman powers:
special armor that allows him to temporarily enter “the
Ashenlands,” a world that rests between the world of
the living, and the “Blacklands” of the dead. He carries a
number of high tech weapons.

wears a

History: Charon Blackleaf was a cutpurse and fence
from an early age, not out of need, but simply out of joy.
His rich, high society family disowned him, much to his
pleasure. On one particularly dangerous mission, he was
caught attempting to steal some rare scrolls from a High
Wizard. The enraged mage was bent on kiling the thief
but Blackleaf managed to escape through a portal into the
Earth realm. The mage, undaunted by the interloper’s flight
to another world, pursued him. Blackleaf sought asylum
with MAL Analytics, which brokered a deal on his behalf.
Now, in exchange for his life, Blackleaf must partake in any
project the company desires. He is currently the wearer
of a special armor developed by MAL to enter the world
of the dead.

Real Name: Charon Blackleaf

Height: 6" 3"

Weight: 175 Ibs

Eyes: Gold

Hair: \White

Occupation: Field Agent/Esoteric Archaeologist for MAL ANALYTICS.
Identity: Secret

Legal Status: Citizen of BEL-GADREYEL with a criminal record
Other Aliases: None

Place of Birth: Bel-Gadreyel

Marital Status: Single

Known Relatives: None

Group Affiliation: TRACT (Transmundane Research and Containment
Team)

Base of Operations: Chicago, lllinois, USA

First Appearance: \\Vitchblade #156

Abilities: Boatman is an expert thief and acrobat. He is trained in
variety of street fighting disciplines.

Strength level: Boatman possesses the normal strength of an elf of
his age, height and weight that engages in intense, regular exercise.
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MOVING, BECAUSE AS SOON
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“HE'S EXHAUSTED, HE'S
HUNGRY, AND HE'S GOT TO
PEE LIKE CRAZY. POOR
GUY'S LOSING HIS MIND.
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IN CLUB THAT LOOKS

LIKE HIPSTER THRIFT
SHOR
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TRUST ME, HE
HASN'T LOST ANY OF
2 HIS TOUCH. AND, YOU |
//? WEREN'T LOOKING HARD &

/ ENOUGH. HERE.
m.t :
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MAYBE HE IS A LITTLE BEHIND THE

'M
JUST SAYING,
SOMETIMES IT 1S
LIKE ROOK
HAS TIME-
TRAVELED FROM
19908.

TIMES. BUT, IT'S BECAUSE HE SPENT
THAT WHOLE TIME IN PRISON
LEARNING ABOUT MAGIC AND

MONSTERS INSTEAD OF KEEPING
UP ON AMERICAN IDOL.

ANYWAY,

OH, JESUS.
IT'S A BED.
IT SMELLS...

MAYBE YOU'D WEIRD.
BEST
REMEMBER
WHOM HE DID

HM.
CHILD-SIZED.
AND IT'S STILL

CUT THE MAN
SOME SLACK. HE
WAS /N FOR A
LONG TIME.
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GHEESH.
I SHOULD

CHARGE, DRESSED

PERFECTLY
FOR THE
OCCASION.

; ““‘IL I FIGURED YOUD

{I] GO FOR PIzzA AND
MAKING OUT ON THE
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——
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YOU CAN
TAKE THE GIRL OUT
OF NEW YORK, BUT
YOU CAN'T TAKE THE
NEW YORK OUT
OF THE GIRL.
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I\ AND EVERYTHNG /I

KEY, DOC/ AND, MS. .
PEZZIN? GOOD TO
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OLOGNE.

BEEN SOME RUMORS
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7~ SOMETHING ABOUT ‘A
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THIS JANUARY HE WILL _~
'FIND OUT HOW SMART
HE REALLY IS
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SARA PEZZINI 1S THE CURRENT
BEARER OF THE WITCHBLADE, AN

ANCIENT ARTIFACT THAT MOST OFTEN
TAKES THE FORM OF A GAUNTLET.
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ONCE A NEW YORK CITY POLICE
DETECTIVE, PEZZINI HAS RECENTLY

RELOCATED TO CHICAGO. LIFE AS A

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR HAS PROVEN

TO BE MUCH HARDER AND LESS
GLAMOROUS THAN SARA EXPECTED.
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THE MANA TRADE 1S PRIMARILY FACILITATED BY THE
CORRUPTION CATARACT, A MYSTERIOUS CORPORATION THAT
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=\ PERHAPS MORE INSIDIOUS 1S SARA'S OWN ALLY, THE STAGE
[e4 MAGICIAN CAIN JORGENSON, WHOSE OWN DRAW TOWARD THE
OCCULT MAY POSE A GREATER THREAT THAN SHE ANTICIPATES.
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