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Get your grubby mitts on...

Subscriptions - Get the latest
issues delivered straight to
your door!
Online Store Exclusives - Not
available anywhere else!
Convention Variants - Even if
you missed them at the show!
Top Cow Classics - Fresh out of
the Top Cow vaults!
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“l WILL NEVER GET OVER THE IDEA THAT | CAN TAKE AN
EXPERIENCE IN MY HEAD AND ACTUALLY ATTEMPT TO
RECREATE IT IN OTHERS' MINDS. COMICS, TO ME,
ARE THE ULTIMATE FORM OF COMMUNICATION."

AMYREEDER
D

EXPERIENCE CREATIVITY

its logos are registered trademarks of Image Comics, Inc. All rights reserved





OPS/images/0032.jpeg





OPS/images/0028.jpeg
HACK/SLASH|
1

L~ \ >
[ 1i’l Depressed Boy #18 1 Manhattan Projects #7 (1 m'ﬂ'::ﬁ'unfﬁ? i

[ Revival #4
L\\lNG

] The Walking Dead #103 (1 }‘l}:,}gmn ngglﬂ;: [ itchblade #161






OPS/images/0029.jpeg
Duestion
of the Month

Raff lenco

Jim McCann

OCTOBER 2012

For the latest Image Comics news and previews: (1) visit www.imagecomics.com (2) friend on Facebook (3) follow on Twitter (@imagecomics)

e
L S LAVUESYIR

He's one of Image Comics’ founding fathers
and the guiding light behind Top Cow
Productions, but first and foremost, Marc
Silvestri is one of comics’ most accomplished
artists. In addition to his Image work, he'’s
drawn everything from Conan to X-Men
—and he’s the co-creator of Witchblade

and The Darkness - but this month, he's
celebrating his, Image’s, and Top Cow’s 20th
anniversaries by returning to his roots on the
all-new Cyber Force!

What are you working on right now?2
A totalredo of CYBER FORCE. And because of
that I'm having more fun than anyone | know.

What's the best part of your job?

Being able to redo CYBER FORCE and
knowing that nobody can fell me that I can’t.
And the reason | can do thisis because it's
Image damnit.

What's the worst part of your job?2
Nothing worth mentioning. All the awesome
cancels out any complaints.

How did you first discover comics?

My cousin was/is a huge collector. When | was
akid I'd hang out at his house and check out
all the cool Kirby, Wrightson, and Buscema
shit.

If you weren't working in comics, what would
you be doing?
Not having fun.

What's the best thng a fan has ever said to
you?

I had a fan tell me that reading my comics
got him through a time in his life that was so
bad he had lost hope. He got better, got a
job, and married. He then infroduced me
to his son and told me they read comics
together.

Who is the biggest inluence on your work?2
Frank Frazetta, John Buscema, and Bernie
Wrightson.

What is the single work of which you're most
proud?

The Darkness, Here Comes Tomorrow with
Grant Morrison, and what we've done with
the new CYBER FORCE! That's a single thing,
right?

Own up to one of your guilty pleasures.
I LOVE 'So You Think You Can Dance’.

““WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE HORROR comic?”

Brandon Grahiam

the W word

ExPerRIENCE CREATIVITY

CYBER FORCE #1

Carin Taylor, codenamed
Velocity, has escaped

from the CDI contralled
Millennium City and is
desperately trying to find
the one man she believes
can help her prevent the
end of the world. When she
runs a group of other COI
escapees, will ey help
Tier... or turn their backs?
Thanks to the Support of
fans through Kickstarter
and participating comic
shops, you can get the first
FIVE issues of CYBER FORCE
atno cost.

_ THE THIRD DEGREE

MARC

BEDLAM #1

R ¢ | Fillmore Press was
D1 : once Madder Red, a
Homicidal maniac and
criminal overiord who
terrorized the town of
Bedlam for years. Then
e gt better. This is
what happens next. A
double-sized introduction
toabiood-soaked
cityscape of murer,
mayhem, and mystery by
NICK SPENCER (MORNING
GLORIES, THIEF OF THIEVES)
and RILEY ROSSMO (REBEL
BLOOD, GREEN WAKEN

What was the last comic book you bought?
Snyder and Capullo's BATMAN.

If you could be someone else for a day, who
would it be?

Charlie Sheen, just so I'd know what it feels
like fo be a complete A-hole.

Pick three things you couldn't live without.
My wife Bridget and my dogs Monkey and
Pickles.

What's the strangest thing you have in your
house?

Anivy plant in my office to which | added
fake extensions (don't ask for more
clarification).

MACGYVER: FUGITIVE GAUNTLET #1 (OF 5)

Welcome to the
long-awaited return of
MacGyver - co-written
by his creator! When an
old friend calls for help,
Mac becomes involved
in a web of industrial
espionage, murder and
a white-knuckle pursuit
across the globe with a
million dollar hit on his
head! Can he live long
enough to save the world
- or has his luck finally
run out?

What makes you laugh?

My wife and dogs, South Park, and internet
trolls.

What is one of your favorite placesz [
The IMAX theater at Universal Studios.

What music are you listening to these days?
Down-tempo chill while I'm working.
Otherwise it's alternative rock.

What is your favorite film of all time?2
Forbidden Planet / Alien / Dr. Strangelove.

Who is your best friend?

Bridget / Monkey / Pickles. M Ve oo

PARTIOF5

What is the best advice you've ever received?
Do what makes you happy and regardless

of the level of success, you have already
succeeded.

NON-HUMANS #1 (of 4)
Los Angeles, 2041

When was the last time you were truly - iU's twenty-sik
frightened? ) ) years after a NASA
When my wife went in for a biopsy. probe brought back
Conversely, when all the tests came back a strange disease
negative it was one of my happiest moments. causing many of

) our familiar toy-like
Name someone you really admire. objects to come to
Anderson Cooper, guy seems legit. life. This is a new
What would you like to see happen in comics ‘,f'u",:";,:'ﬁ":,',’:r:'.',',f.f
in the next 12 months?2 creatures fight for
The continued and well-deserved rise their right o exist
of Image Comics. Image's success and in a world that fears
everything it stands for benefits anyone that them - Blade Runner
fruly loves the medium. meets Toy Story.
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From Detective to P..
By Bryan Rountree

Until  her move to
Chicago, Sara Pezzini never had
to worry about when her next
paycheck would arrive. As a
police detective, her duty was
to close as many of the “special
cases” that landed on her desk
in her basement office at 1
Police Plaza. And in a city like
New York, Sara never suffered
a shortage of bizarre crimes
that demanded her unique
gualifications. None of her
superiors could know about the
Witchblade, of course, but then
none of them had one foot rooted in the supernatural. So long as she solved most of what
was passed her way, Sara could always rely on the good, taxpaying citizens of New York to
pravide her modest way of life.

Chicago, by comparison, is a tougher nut to crack. Gone is her familiarity with the
turf. Gone is her stalwart reputation on the force. Gone is her understanding partner who
she could always trust with her secret. Gone is that ever reliable paycheck.

In the Windy City, it's just Sara and the Witchblade. And while the Witchblade used
to aid Sara in the pursuit of cases that no one else could solve, it hasn't been of much use
bringing in paying jobs.

There’s a lot more to being a private eye than leasing out a cramped office where Sara
can kick back in her chair and drink straight from the bottle of whiskey on her desk. Sara’s
no Sam Spade, Phillip Marlowe, or Jake Gittes. She isn't waiting for the hourglass silhouette
of a wayward femme fatale in a red dress to appear behind the venetian blinds at her office
door. If that's what it takes to be a PI., Sara’s coming up short. Then again, those guys never
had to take on a supernatural creature that could morph from werewolf to giant crab to great
white shark. And besides, Sara has never been that much of a noir romantic anyway.

Sara was always driven to be a consummate police detective. She aspired to follow
in her father’s footsteps and join his line of work where she could protect and serve those
who were in need. Sara was never much of a “by the book” type of cop, mind you, but having
the Witchblade in her life never smoothed out her relationship with her superiors, nor did
it pratect her from Internal Affairs. With her lifelong dream ripped away from her, Sara is
operating on gut instinct. She is still working to make things right in the world, but things
are more gray. \Without Captain Peyroux or Joe Siry reigning her in while handing out cases,
Sara has had to hustle to finance her personal investigation into the supernatural underbelly
of Chicago. After all, what good are her efforts to thwart the Mana-Trade if she can’t even
successfully pay the bills that keep the lights on in her office?
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APPARITION

Real Name: Evangelina Castro

Occupation: Field Agent/Esoteric Archaeologist
for MAL ANALYTICS.

Identity: Secret

Legal Status: Citizen of the United States with no
known criminal record.

Other Aliases: “Sugar Skull”

Place of Birth: Monterrey, Mexico

Marital Status: Single

Known Relatives: Roberta Castro (sister)

Group Affiliation: TRACT (Transmundane Research
and Containment Team)

Base of Operations: Chicago, Illinois, USA.

First Appearance: \Nitchblade #161

History:

Evangelina was a wild child, uninterested in following the
rules set about by her strict parents, unlike her twin sister,
Roberta.

Her family immigrated to the US when she was a teen,
and Evangelina was able to find even more ways to express
her rebellious nature, much to the chagrin of her father.
He sent her away to a military academy. This prepared
her for service in the armed forces where she excelled.
She eventually became well regarded and very efficient in
various black op excursions.

It was on one of these missions when Evangelina was
severely injured in a bombing attack. The force and heat of
the blast damaged much of her skin, leaving her in intense
pain. During her hospitalization she was offered a chance to
partake in an experiment sponsored by the MAL Analytics
Corporation. In exchange for ending her pain, she would
need to sign to a 25 year contract with the company.
Desperate, she took the job.

Evangelina’s body became host to a cursed skin, belonging
to a vengeful Roman slave woman. As the first body able to
contain the dark magic within the skin, Evangelina became
knows as “The Apparition,” working as a field agent for
MAL.

Height: B’ 5”

Weight: 120 lbs

Eyes: Brown

Hair: Black, with a white streak

Strength level:

Apparition possess the normal human strength of a woman
of her age, height and weight that engages in moderate,
regular exercise.

Known Superhuman powers:

Apparition is in possession of a magical human skin which
has merged to her body. The skin is covered in various
tattoos, each of which is able to perform a different
function relating to the words and images it displays. For
instance, the “Never Forget” tattoo allows her to erase the
memory of her target, while the “heart” tattoo causes the
intended target to fall in love with her. The powers of all the
tattoos remain unknown, and it is likely that she is learning
new abilities as she uses the skin.

The skin is also able to bend light around itself, causing
invisibility.

Abilities:
Apparition is highly trained in various military disciplines
including hand-to-hand combat and the use of firearms.
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DEAD TECH

Real Name: Jeph Klein

Occupation: Field Agent/Esoteric Archaeologist for MAL ANALYTICS.
Identity: Secret

Legal Status: Citizen of the United States with a criminal record

Other Aliases: “StOned”

Place of Birth: Spray, Oregon

Marital Status: Single

Known Relatives: None

Group Affiliation: TRACT (Transmundane Research and Containment Team)
Base of Operations: Chicago, lllinois, USA.

First Appearance: \Witchblade #161

History:
Jeph Klein was an unemployed information technician who had lost his most recent jobs due
to his tendency to steal from his employers’ bank accounts.

While hacking a variety of systems out of boredom, he accidently stumbled upon the “Shaman-
net,” a supernatural version of the web powered by mana and utilized by practitioners of
magic. He found himself able to read the arcane symbols naturally, and immediately decided
to use his new abilities to steal from the richest company on the Shaman-net...MAL Analytics.
Esquivel was impressed with his abilities, and offered him a job, in exchange for not killing him.

Height: B’ 7”

Weight: 158 lbs

Eyes: Blue

Hair: Blonde, often dyed pink.

Strength level: Deadtech possess the normal human strength of a man of
his age, height and weight that engages in moderate, regular exercise.

Known Superhuman powers: Deadtech is innately skilled and reading and
identifying arcane sigils.

Abilities: Deadtech is exceptionally skilled in the use of a variety of computer
technology.
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-I'M JUS' SAYIN',
THERE HAD TO BE
SOMETHIN' MORE
GOIN' ON AT THAT

FUNDRAISER THAN THE

NEWS 1S TELLIN'

YES, BUT YOU ARE
HANGING ALL OF THIS
ON A *PURPLE FLASH?"
THIS 1S NOTHING. IT
DOES NOT LEAD US TO
ANYWHERE.

"THANKS,
BEE BEE
BABY.

LOOK,

MAN, WE GOTTA
CONSIDER ANYTHING
A LITTLE OUT OF
THE ORDINARY AS A
GOOD TIP WE GOT
TO THINK LIKE FOX
MOTHEREFFIN'
MULDER |F WE WANT
TO GET OUR
CHEDDAR.

SAYS HERE THAT
CASTOR WAS AT A
YOUTH EVENT EARLIER
IN THE DAY, WHERE
SOME KID WENT NUTS
AND ATTACKED A
CHICK.

SAYS THE KID ALSO
WOUNDED ANOTHER
GUY...A STAGE MAGICIAN
BY THE NAME OF CAIN
JORGENSON.

¥ SEEMS TO ME LIKE
THAT'S A WAY SHORTER

JUMP TO *MAGIC" WE
CAN STEAL RIGHT?

WHAT ELSE DO
WE KNOW, YES? THERE
WAS A MAN WITH A BOMB. \
THERE WAS SENATOR
CASTOR. HOW DOES THIS
MAKE JUMP TO "MAGIC"
THAT WE CAN STEAL?

YOU GOT /

ALL THAT FROM A
GODDAMN PHONE?
WHEN T WENT IN, T
HAD A THING THAT
BEEPED. 4

“MAYBE THIS CAIN
DOES MORE THAN
PARLOR TRICKS."
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WHY TELL ME
ALL OF THIS? WHY
REVEAL YOURSELF

TO ME AND NOT

WELL, FOR ONE,

I DON'T HAVE A LOT OF
PEOPLE TO TALK TO EITHER,
YOU KNOW. RUNS IN THE

MILY, T GUESS. CHECK ONE.

ALSO, THE PEOPLE I '\
WORK FOR...THE ONES
THAT GAVE ME THIS NEW

SKIN, DON'T WANT
ANYONE ELSE TO KNOW
I'M ALIVE.

ROBERTA NEEDS
SOMEONE IF SHE'S
GONG TO BE OUT
THERE ALONE FOR
THE FIRST TIME IN

HER LIFE.

YOU'RE SMART. STRONG. YOU'VE
GOT YOUR SHIT TOGETHER.
AND ONCE YOU WORK A CASE,
YOU FEEL RESPONSIBLE...
ATTACHED TO YOUR
CLIENTS.

I WAS
WORKING ON A
MISSION WHEN

MY SISTER CAME
TO YOU.

MY EMPLOYERS
WERE CONCERNED ABOUT
A NOSY WOMAN CALLING
AROUND, TRYING TO DIG
UP INFO ON THEM. ASKING
QUESTIONS THEY DIDN'T
WANT ASKED. USING AN
UNTRACEABLE PHONE
NUMBER.

IMAGINE HOW HAPPY
I WAS WHEN MY SISTER
DECIDED TO FIND A PI.
WHO SPECIALIZES IN THE
“SUPERNATURAL."
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I TOOK
A LITTLE LOOK
WHEN YOU WEREN'T
ROUND, AND SITTING

RIGHT THERE WAS
THAT LIST.

B T KNEWI
B COULD TELL YOU ALL
OF THIS NOW. BECAUSE
ONCE T DISCOVERED
THAT YOU WERE My / )
SNOOP, T KNEW YOU g Tl / ~ 0 —
N /A \ THIS PARTICULAR
LoD YO LATER A -\ % INVESTIGATION HAS
COME TO AN END,
" MS. PEZZINI.

I T spent the night in the office. Just sifting here, working 31| All T know is that T found myself About how no

‘ the whole night. I'm not even sure what I got done, staring off info space, thinking... matter how bizarre
what I was doing. A blur of words and thoughts. and unpredictable

the supernatural

7, / y Mm\ i side of my job
/ I | could be...
/ M) I e

Al
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ROBERTA WAS ALWAYS T BARELY MADE IT
FOCUSED. VERY THROUGH HIGH
TRADITIONAL. SHE DID SCHOOL. WENT INTO.
REALLY WELL IN HICH |8 \ THE ARMY.

SCHOOL. WENT
TO MED SCHOOL.
MARRIED HER
HIGH SCHOOL

UNTIL THAT
DAY IN KABUL, WE
WERE IDENTICAL.

PHYSICALLY,

ANYWAY.

ROBERTA GOT THE
LIFE EVERYONE WANTED. |l
THE LIFE OUR PARENTS Il
WANTED FOR BOTH
OF Us.

UNTLL I GOT BLOWN
UP UNTIL THEY SENT
MY DEATH NOTICE A

AND THEN, WELL, ROBERTA
WAS PRETTY BROKEN UR
SHE LOST HER TWIN SISTER
RIGHT? BUT IT WASN'T JUST
THAT I WAS GONE. IT WAS
THAT SHE REALIZED LIFE WAS
PRETTY SHORT. THAT MAYBE
SHE HADN'T LIVED AS
MUCH AS T HAD.

SO SHE LEFT
EDUARDO. CHANGED
HER LIFE.

YOU'RE
WATCHING
HER.

YEAH. AT FIRST

IT WAS JUST TO SEE

HOW MY LIFE MIGHT ¥
HAVE BEEN. WITHOUT
THE WILD YEARS.
WITHOUT THE BOMB
THAT SHREDDED
MY SKIN.

BUT Il |

AFTER A WHLE IT Y

WAS TO KEEP AN |
EYE ON HER.






OPS/images/0017.jpeg
GOOD
QUESTION/
BUT

I HATE TO
USE MY TATS ON A
COWORKER.

YEAH
NEED TO GO FOR

WELL, YOU AND I
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WE'RE
SUPPOSED TO
USE CODENAMES,
RIGHT?

WESLEY 1S
MENAGERIE. JEPH
IS DEAD TECH.
BOATMAN 1S,

YUPPARITION.”
I THNK IT

BUT I GUESS IT'S
BETTER THAN THE
FIRST SUGGESTION
THEY HAD. "SUGAR
SKULL.” SIGH.

‘M TOLD
THE AFTER EFFECT 1S SORT
OF LIKE WALKING NTO A M
ROOM AND FORGETTING
WHY YOU WENT IN THE
FIRST PLACE.

B/ I APPRECIATE
THE RIDE,

I GOT IT. BUT I'M "ANYWAY, I'M NOT HERE FOR (
KEEPING IT WARM A FIGHT, OR TO HURT YOU, | " Iif 150. A‘\
SARA. ASSUME THAT IF T LET'S JUST =54
WANTED IT; MY INK COULD . 4
MAKE YOU MINE AGANN,
OR WORSE. 4

{ W //’
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And then end up
P wishing what T was i -
| | dealing with was just 5=
a werewolf.

| Hope that's good
and Goddamn
cold, bugdog.

A PLEASURE
TO MEET YOU,
MS. PEZZIN..
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I'M SORRY/

T THOUGHT
YOU WERE HER
GIRLFRIEND/ WHEN
SHE LEFT ME, SHE
SAID SHE WANTED
TO “EXPLORE!"

I WAS WITH
HER ALL THROUGH
SCHOOL. COLLEGE.

MEDICAL SCHOOL |

TOO. AND CAN YOU
BELIEVE IT? SHE
LEFT ME BECAUSE
SHE GOT BORED
OF ME. AFTER
ALL I DID.

COME ON. YOU
CAN COME IN AND
GET THE PAPERS.

WE'LL GET YOU

CLEANED UR

THANKS, MS.
PEZZINI. THE CHECK
WILL BE IN THE MAIL

FIRST THING

MONDAY.

Is this where it ends? s
this the limifations of what
I can do for people? Once

the ghost is out of the

equation, T'm useless?

Just as IT'm about fo go
down a deep dark rabbit
hole of insecurity...

‘Ruh Roh, Raggy,” I'm
back fo "Scooby Doo
Compensation.”






OPS/images/0014.jpeg
N Tom Wosnicki was back
fo drinking after my
Y “help”. And Roberta’s
words...Well, they may
have sfruck closer fo
home than I would
have liked.

s Having something genuinely
supernatural af play was
suddenly very comforting.

And, hey, this was my first
time at the beach--

8 T would have the kind of
luck where T think T'm
chasing a ghost, but I

end up with a werewolf...
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Edgewater. Lakeshore Apartments.

i
& |

SO, AM I LOOK, ROBERTA,
CRAZY? IS THERE... I'M NOT SURE ONE DAY
I DON'T KNOW... RUNNING ERRANDS WITH
SOMETHING YOU IS THE BEST
FOLLOWNG PARANORMAL INVESTIGATION
ME? MONEY CAN BUY.

7"(_BUT L TANK YOUR RECENT
DINORCE MIGHT BE PUTTING A
>\ LOT OF STRESS ON YOU.
5 N )y ot How \
W D5 you :
SO (\ow? ™

22
'*‘*% THE "NEW AND IMPROVED"
LIFESTYLE. THE WAY YOU DEALT WITH
BEING FLIRTED WITH. EXCITED, BUT
UNCOMFORTABLE. OUT OF PRACTICE.
THE LIGHTER SKIN AROUND
YOUR RING FINGER.

BUT WHAT REALLY DID IT MAYBE YOU'RE I USED TO HAVE MY SISTER FOR THIS
WAS THE PHONE CALL. RIGHT... SORT OF THING. I DON'T HAVE ANY OTHER
THAT NEED TO TAKE IT, IT'S JUST, THERE'S FRIENDS HERE. JUST CO-WORKERS
EVEN IF YOU DIDN'T WANT NO ONE T CAN TALK AND PATIENTS.

TO. THE FAMILIARITY AND TO. MY PARENTS AND MOST OF THE TIME I FEEL LIKE
DISCOMFORT ON YOUR HIS PARENTS ARE SO I MADE THE RIGHT CHOICE. I HAD
FACE... CLOSE. TO DO SOMETHING NEW. I HAD
TO CHANGE MY LIFE.

/ BUT
[  SOMETIMES...JUST
[ SOMETIMES T WONDER
\ |FICHANGED IT
TOO MUCH.

‘BERTA/
HEY...THIS
HER?

EDUARDO.
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WHY ARE YOU SO
SURPRISED? I TOLD YOU
I HAD TO COME GET
THOSE PAPERS FOR MY
LAWYER.

you
DIDN'T SAY
TONIGHT.

YEAH? WHAT
ARE YOU GONNA
DO, HONEY? YOU
THINK I'M AFRAID

=~/ YOU THNK I'M
[ AFRAID OF sOME
DYKE?

WHAT? N
DID T INTERRUPT
SOMETHNG? 48

7
EDUARDO, YOU'RE
DRUNK. GO HOME,
WE'LL TALK ABOUT THIS
IN THE MORNING.

"I THINK YOU \
¥ SHOULDN'T PUT YOUR

HAND ANYWHERE NEAR
THE CHEST OF AN
EX-COP WITH A DAY'S D
WORTH OF /

HEARTBURN.
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As a Police Officer;
I'd been trained fo
think about things
in ferms of the law.
There was legal
and illegal. Guilty
and innocent.
Black and whife.

T'd transferred Be/'f;_g a RPI. meant looking beyond the surface.
that training over he rules weren’t writfen in sfone. People

|| fo my life with the |§ didn’t always say what they meant. The
Witchblade. And in |k solution wasn’t writfen in some law book.

¢ most cases, it
worked perfectly.
Good, Evil.
Chaos, Order:
Angelus,
Darkness.

|

Wi

| /77 Zied 747 2
| /

Robsrfz hafd 5a;;d sfh? was : / She says it was

worried about a ghost following d ’ nothing, and

her: She didn't mention L (/ she séryn//es. And that's when I
anything else about her life. // know what it is that's

haunting her:

But then she fakes
that phone call. Her
face changes, and
her shoulders slump. _?‘
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A new supernatural thriller from the creator of
Epic Kill and Devoid of Life!

Top Cow’s first ever DIGITAL original graphic novel!
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! So I spend a day She seems well

with Dr: Castro. adjusted. Normal.
Has her shit

fogether. While I'm sitting in a
corner burping up

deep friend tofu and
‘extra peppers.”

‘ \ ‘ |
oy A ,,}7“
Affer all, she’s the one
{ doing 40 minutes of ‘
——

cardio, and an hour
of weights--

About three quarters
through the day, a
hunch and the lack of
response from the
Wifchblade have me
convinced there’s
nothing supernatural
here, unless you count
an unbelievable
resistance fo buying
pistachio and
chocolate chip
ice cream.

It'’s not that I don't believe in
ghosts, obviously. I'd spent
| plenty of time with the restless
dead in my line of work. T
knew that wandering spirits
were more common than
frozen yogurt stands.

Buf, removing the ghost
from Tom Wosnicki's life
hadn’t changed the fact that
he was haunted. In the end,
all it had done was make
him lonelier:..

And make me feel guilty
for not being able fo help
him cast out his less
supernatural demons.
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... GENATOR
WENDELL CASTOR
WITH ALISA

SPENCER...

...A WOMAN WHOM
CASTOR SPENT A
TERRIFYING HOSTAGE
CRISIS WITH JUST TWO
DAYS AGO.

I spent the night in the office.
Just sitting here, working the
whole night. I'm not even sure
what I got done, what I was
doing. A blur of words
and thoughts.

All T know is that I found
myself staring at frashy
celebrity news, which T

normally wouldn’t be
caught dead wafching.

d been doing my best fo
| forget all about the last
few days, instead divin
info a little side project.

HELLO, YoU
HAVE REACHED
THE OFFICES OF
MIDWEST ALIGNED

IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED IN
PARTICIPATNG IN
A STUDY, PLEASE
HOLD FOR AN
ASSOCIATE.

DIp TRAGEDRY SPARK A
CONNECTION BETWEEN

THE TWO--?

But I had fo see this bit.
It’s kind of importfant
because it shows the most
evil creature on earth
digging her claws info the
last good politician in
Chicago, and it might just
spell the end of human
civilization as we know ft.

‘ t'd become one of the two
) ways I dealt with sfress
lafely, burying myself in some

liffle mystery that I might
have a chance of solving.

T called it the
'Scooby Doo
compensation.”

When I made a ftrip fo

the ghost world of the

"Ashenlands,” Dee said
she’d partaken in a
medical experiment.

And Katarina said the "Mana” trade
between Faerie and Earth was run by
some kind of company. In my "free
time” I'd been making some calls.

Well, that one
T called
‘ordering Thai
food for
breakfast.”
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JeEZ,

THIS 1S KIND OF
EMBARRASSING. AND
NOW I'M NOT SURE IF
I'M SUPPOSED TO TIP
YOU. WHAT CAN I DO

CASTRO. I'M A DOCTOR.

SO, I DON'T KNOW HOW I

FEEL ABOUT SAYING THIS.
MS. PEZZIN|, T THINK T
MIGHT BE HAUNTED.

TOM WOSNICKI.
HE'S A PATIENT OF
MINE. GOT DRUNK

\ AND BUSTED UP HIS
HAND.

It has been
preftty dry lafely,
and rent (s due
in a week.

At the least, it's
better than Pad
Ped Paak (extra
peppers) and
potstickers
at 9am.

HAD A, WELL. |

GHOST. HE S
YOU'D H
HIM.

Obviously.

OCCASIONALLY
TAKE “SPECIAL
CASES.”

SORRY. SHE
WAS OUTSIDE AND

UP SAID IT WAS ON
THE HOUSE FOR BEING
SUCH A GOOD
CUSTOMER. UH...I'M
ROBERTA.

I'D LIKE
TO HIRE YOU
FOR A CASE.

WELL, FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS,
T'VE JUST FELT LIKE I'M BEING
WATCHED. NOT ALL THE TIME, BUT IT
CAN HAPPEN ANYWHERE. AT HOME.
AT THE HOSPITAL.

SOMETIMES
I SEE
SOMETHING,
ALWAYS JUST
OUT OF THE

.| CORNER OF

MY EYE. AND
THEN IT'S
GONE.

BUT I HAVE
MONEY... WHATEVER
IT COSTS, T'LL PAY.
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IT'S JEPH.
YEAR, DEAD

773, 555. 112, —~\
PREPAID PHONE. Y o,
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GET Mg
ESGUIVEL.
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Saint Francis Hospital.

\ Evanston, \ ROBERTA/

YOU'VE GOT
A PATIENT IN

LT :
BROKEN --AND THIS LADY,
HAND, MULTIPLE : i I DUNNO WHAT SHE DOES,
LACERATIONS. OLD | S ( BUT NO MORE GHOST. AN'

/ | THE THING 1S, AT FIRST I'M
EIEND OF YOURS, \ ] | GLAD SHE'S GONE. BUT

THEN I START TO
MSS ER.

FUNNY RIGHT? .
NOW I'M, LIKE, PISSED
AT THIS CHICK FOR
SCARIN' AWAY MY
GHOST.

HANDLE IT |
FROM HERE.

MR. WOSNICKI. T
SEE YOU SO OFTEN, I'M
STARTING TO THINK
YOU MISS ME WHEN I'M
NOT AROUND.

'EY, DR. CASTRO.
IT'S JUST I HAD THIS
DISAGREEMENT WITH THIS
WINDOW, SEE-

UP BEFORE THAT SISTER OF
YOURS SEES WHAT YOU'VE
DONE TO--

. THANG T THE
|
NURSE. WHAT WAS
ALL THAT ABOUT 7
\GHOSTS...
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SARA PEZZINI 1S THE CURRENT
BEARER OF THE WITCHBLADE, AN
ANCIENT ARTIFACT THAT MOST OFTEN
TAKES THE FORM OF A GAUNTLET.

ONCE A NEW YORK CITY POLICE
DETECTIVE, PEZZIN| HAS RECENTLY
RELOCATED TO CHICAGO. LIFE AS A

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR HAS PROVEN
TO BE MUCH HARDER AND LESS
GLAMOROUS THAN SARA EXPECTED.

A

N ~ 1 {‘ ‘:‘:\
WHEN SHE ISN'T HUNTING DOWN PAROLE VIOLATORS OR 4

TAILING CHEATING SPOUSES, SARA 1S DIGGING DEEPER : DE 1S PRIMARILY FACILITATED BY THE /\\
N HER PERSONAL INVESTIGATION OF CHICAGO'S MYSTERIOUS CORRUPTION CATARACT, THERE ARE OTHERS =3

SUPERNATURAL BLACK MARKET TRADE. WHO ANGLE FOR THE POWER IT BESTOWS.

\

-~

o

SARA'S KNACK FOR ATT RM WHILE SARA WAS AB O PEEVENT TOM WOH/CK/{&'
FORMER ADVERSARY, THE CHICAGO POLICE OFFICER JANE DECEASED EX FROM HAUNTING HIM ANY FURTHER, SHE HAS |
BEGUN TO WONDER WHETHER OR NOT HER RECENT i

BIG WOzZ' WOSNICKI, TO HRE HER TO PROVE THAT HER
ACTIONS HAVE BEEN YIELDING BENEFICIAL RESULTS.
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BROTHER WASN'T A LUNATIC.
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