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CHAPTER ONE:ONEMIRETRY




HEY. You FINISHED
YouR TEARFUL

FoR, WHAT?
1 HAVENT
QUIT YET.




NO, BUT T KNow YoU Do’
BELIGVE IN THIS NEW AGE
MUMB0 Jumgo, SO T
APRECIATE You HUMORING
ME.

WELL, NOTHING ELSE HAS
WORKED SO FAR SO WHY
NOT? BESIDES, Tris WAY
T CAN RUB |T IN YOR
FACE WHen VT
DOESN'T WORK,

1 WOULDN'T EXPeCT
ANITHING LESS,HAHA.

SO ON BeHALF OF
AMBER., SOFIA AND
MYSELF, TraNKS FOR
TRYING

MR, WICKS ?
PR.ALCOLA |5 READY
T See Y.

IF I COME OUT CLUCKING
LIKE A CHICKEN 1T5 YOUR
FAULT, LINN/ 4

MMM, We
Could Use THE
EGGS.

RIGHT N
HERE, MR
WICKS.
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THERE, UH,
WERE SOME
0bp QUESTIONS
on THeRe. T,UH~

Do You THINK

EVERYTAINGS FINE,
THIS WitL WORK?

ANDM, So... HAVE
You EVER BeeN
HYPNOTIZED BEFORE?

L3
T'M WILLING
To GIVE [T A
- r )n\

/ﬂ'

I'™M HAPPY To
HEAR THAT. MY
QUESTION (wAS!

Do You THINK IT
(WitL WORK?

Do You HONESTLY
BELIEVE THAT THIS
PROCEDURE WIiLL

CURB Your DESIRE
To §MOKE.” A




ANDY, THE MIND (S A POWERFUL TOOL..
USUALLY, WE ONLY use FIFTEEN PERCENT
OF OUR BRAIN, BUT {F WE CAN HARNESS
THAT UNTAPPED ENERGY OUR MINDS
ARE CAPABLE OF ALMOST ANVTHING
WHEN IT (OMES To HEALING
THe BodY.

SMOKING, WEGHT

L0 HESE ARE THE
PeoPLE

REALY?
CANCER?

o HELPED CLIENTS RECOVER.
om STROKES, EPILEPSY, even
CANCER.

Al
FR

THE KEY IS THAT
Vou HAv TO BELIEVE IT
CAN-- WiLL WORK.

1.1 CANT
PROMISE ANYTHING,
gut Tl Do MY

BesT.

AP
So, WHAT ARE

\ T oops OF THIS
ACTUALLY WOR™
7 D
WA, LET ME
START AGAIN: WHATS

YouR SYCLESS RATE?

E16HTY PERCENT
OF OUR CLIENTS LEAVE
Wi ABSoLUTELY NO
CRAVING FOR TOBACCO,
THOUGH A Few PO
RELAPSE .

HAHA, WEL

Done.”
I OVERHEARD

YoJ IN THE

WAITING RooM,

WHAT ABouUT
Tue OTHER TWeNTY

THeY LEAVE
TUINKING THEYRE
CHICKENS,
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'So, ARE You REA

QUIT SMOKING 2" T VEXCELLENT. ANDY THE FIRST THNG
YOURE GOING TO DO 1S JUsT LAY BAK AND
RELAY, OKAY? JUsT S T BACK AND LET YoUR

\ BobY GO AS LIMP AS POSIIBLE, ENTIRELY
AT EASE. TusT Keep ON LISTENING TO

"READYAS Tl EV- THE SounND OF MY voice. "
YES/ Yes, TM REDY
To QUIT SMOKING"

You'RE PoING
GREAT, ANDY. "

" D 7
Now, UP IN THE CEILING JOURE —=— =
T "3usT FOCUS... AND

GOING TOSEE A BLVE LIGHT. AS ~N
\ — ———— RELAX... FOCUS .-

YouR léob\j BE(OMES MORE AND . — N
MoRe RELAXED, Focu s ON THAT — .
), . RELAX... "
L1GHT, OKAY2 i // \ . AND "
— g HAARNNN
"

il

6 LESS AWARE OF YouR BODY...YOURE DELVING DEEPER
AND DEEPER. INTO YouUR
MIND..."

“You'RE BECOMIN
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20 2. QUATRL @

“‘i‘s}é X #“i@‘,ﬁvﬁ"‘@i&s éf &2 §¢OQ e

AT TN FEE AR XA

Focus... Anp A A;’Qbo,,;@\,“ §\§ & ,,°Qo’5 fw“ ’?’\««‘b
RELAX.. FOcUS AND TR P SR AFE T

RELAX.. FOCUS AND. .. C oy o F Y

O IR AN )

RELAX,,. T WILL NoT G QA S OR
SMOKE .. FOCUS... T WilL RSSO

NOT SMOKE.. RELAX ... T WiLL DEREMCAN
NOT SMOKE.. F0CUS... RELAX... LANOURS RN
T WILL NOT SMOKE .. RELAX... D0,
15 1T WORKING?... FOCVS... T Wit SN
NOT SMOKE ... RELAX... T CAN'T Tew S 2 ‘,\k
IF ITS WORKING. 1 DONT FEEL ANY ‘z;s @ 800
DIFFERENT. Focus/RELAX! BUT How S ¢t
CANT Focys AND RELAK? THIS 1SN'T P LI P
WORKING, SHE PROBABLY JusT LULLS IR
PEDPLE To SLEEP, WAKES THEM UP RN
AND CHARGES 4200, THE WHOLE THING P A

1S A PLAceso, IF 1T WORKS AT ALL. C'}i,\ S

PEOPLE ARE PROBABLY Td SCARED To
ApM(TTT DOESN'T WoRK. T SHawp Dot/ I SHoutd JusTSit ;vf@mi& Lt

WP ANDSAD 'CUT THECRAR Doc!” BT T DONTWANTTOMAKE " 3~
A SCENE, T PROMISED LYNN Th AT NASCRIA
LEACT GIVE 1T ATRY. RSE
NOW TM NOT  cvEN poie AT, MONIA OCONNIR, T MIGHT AS %
WELL JusT RESIN MYSLF Y
1o A Life OF SMOKING T
NOTHING HAS WoRKED, THE PATLA, COLD TR- N
K€Y, Gum, NEGATIVE STIMULATION, NONE OF S
{1, CAN ONLY HOPE THE GIRLS ARE ALL WY
GROWN VP BEFORE I - WAIT, WHY DID &
T SUPDENILY THINK of MONICA JUsT A
THeN? (oD, T HAVEN'T THOUGHT OF ST
HER I VEARS. BUT T HAVE o O
1o Kegp TRIING, T WANT AN
o Se€ AMBER GRADUATE S DT
FROM YALE AND T WanT RN
To DANGE AT SOFIAS WED- I
DING. T DONT LANT To BE LIKE HiM PRGN
50, COME ON ANDY/ YoJ PROMISE D NS
LYNN YU GIVE [T A SHOT. GIve PN
THIS STUPID HYPNOSIS ATRY... ARONIEY
FOLUS. . RELAX... RELAY.... 40U ARE GETTING SLEEPY.. AN
JLEER | WHEN You AWAKE Yov IS
WILL NO LoNGER CRAVE NICOTINE.” n °)’;\}Q >
AND YoU WILL HAVE A THILK HeAP A& S \\a‘\&\'
OF BEAUTIFUL HAIR! MAHA! O \(',,f 05
DON'T LAVGH! TF Yoo LAVGH SHELL ROFERAIN
KNow 90U AREN'T FOCUSED,., SR
AND RELAXED... FOCUSED. .. ECARR A
AMD RELAXED... 1 WILL NOT S IRJE R
SMOKE... T WL NOT SMOKE P R IR
++. FOLUSED AND RELAXED.. S P g el s
I WitL NoT,, NOT...OH, Sl S g o ad
FORGET 1. . “‘A‘bé Y5 & ’5‘*5 S
S8 D I "Oe‘s@ SOINER
40«7%; iy <r°c S %Q\‘f & @m"m% O UIOBON
LN \}\54'\,,,{_. 28 L3760t 0
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Y T

4
1S

A LINE TALKING ABOVT
The EVILS OF THE, UH, IV KNOW,
SLAVERY BUT, LIKE, 1Y MADE . y
Jerrerson TAke 1T ovT O, m 2 vy \’
LIKE, Kee? THE soutH FROM "I“Imm""
HoT GONG ALoNG T 1T /} ‘mm"l .-
N o llll’l"llm' o 50, T DON'T
4 "m"! P HiNK WE SHOD,
; " '"" Livg, vsé THen.

Ay o
2200 e
O 1 THINK e (WJHOLE

1DEA 1S THAT 115, LIXE

|
=z '}
tﬁ > Vi ReAL, THE whaY T
S REALLY WAS:




YEAH, BUT ARE WE TRYING To
COME UP yITH THE BEST ARGUMENT
WE (AN FoR INDEPENDENCE ? OR TusT 4
COPYING Trle SAME THINGS THES
DID BACK TrEN?

BUT THE WHOLE POINT 1S To, LIKE
LeARN WHAT THey ReALLY DD, THIS,

50, ARE (e EACH
GOING To TAKE ONE
POINT AND LET--

YoU... YWRE MICHELLE
PROSSER! THE GIRL WHO
GOT PREGNANT AND

DRoppep OV

IM-- THIS T CAN'T BELIEVE 1T, MONICA!!
1S MY RIGH T CANT BelleVe You TOLD
SHool ! Z HIN Y oY Gob!!

TELL HiM, MICHELLE.” T
Jo SwEAR T DIDN'T!!




LIKE THAT?!

N

fINg! HoW ABouT T TELL EVERIONE
You SUCKED BiLL ToLLAS DI
BILLY OCEAN CONCERT? HOW DO Yo

I \
( ’/w\\\\\\\\\

(KATTHE

TT porowrarts X JusT WALKING THESE HALLS
THis? A PReA? PART
ofF THe HYPNDSIS

(L THING?
7

~

$1..375 JUST LIKE T
RéMGMM 1. I STl HAS
CAT, THAT SMELL. SSNIFESNIFF S
WHAT 1S THAT? BoOKS ?
FRUSTRATION?

(Uvs! Come
N, WE HAVE TO
HAVE THis DONE B!
Tuesppy/

FILLS ME WITA VOMIT- INDUCIN &

ANXIETY/ FUNNY 175 MUCH

SMAUER THAN--
O

A

HUH? Me? You KNow
WHo 1 Am?

Yoo CANT FooL Mg I
KNow Tdose CLUMSY

FINGERS ANYWHERE .
Do You HAVE A
HALL PASS?

16

WHeRe ARe
Yo SUPPOSED
To Be?

A HAWL pass? ORI "clumsy FINGERs!"
YoSRE MR, MARKSTEIN! CLARINET

AND EVERYTHING ' Now I REMEM-
Ber! Gop, You usep To BUST

OKAY, LETS TONE
1T DowN A NOT(CH,
OkAY? YouR PAsS,




Yo MAN?! THATS M Ju
o ST GOWNG To THE BATH
WNNEL. ;K:ﬁ TLWPLAY MR MARKSTEN. Tl BE R‘GH":%%';\,
) T PROMISE !

ANDY, A PASS

NEXT TIME, 0KAY? OR
UL SHOW You WHAT
REAL BAL BUSTING (S

Yo GoT 1T,
AND THANKS A~

T~
- FELLAS. T WAS Was He TELLING
JusT TALKING TO You How Goop YoUR NUT-
MR. MARKSTEIN SACK TASTED LAST
ouT TAERE.

1 HoPE I'™
NOT INTER--

WHON! N
o A TR EVEN KNoW ME. WHAT THE
OKAY? You- et 1R

HeArp He GAVE YoV
FIFTY Buks 10
LET HIM Gwe YoV
A Blow 308 AT
POWNING LAST

NIGHT. ‘

SURE 1 KNow
You. WERE IN THE SAME
GIM LAY YOUR NAME

15 GAYLORD, RIGHT?

YErH,
GAILORD QUEERRAIT
RIGHT? ’

17



oW, AT ReALLY
(hes GETN
aev%g»m RS ) oyl T
~ ON. WERE TUST MESSIN
WITH You.

), )
=S

YA, Man, THAT

REMARK ABOYT YouR PRHAHAAGAL

NUTSACK (WAS WA oUT HAM\’\AHAHA‘.
OF LINE. WeERE e

SORRY.

Lz Be

FRIENDY,
0GAY?

IF You
FUCK ING ASSHOLES
ARE DONE W

1F 1 SE€ YoR
MtseRABLé PRICK

'

He?, MAN,
FUCKING ASSHOLES
Is YR DEPARTMENT
V\P\\'\AHAHAHN

FUKING TERK ASSHoLE %
éHrrHEAps.',i IF THere WHAT THE Y
ERENT Tuo OF THEM - T ! Tose
DIIEY Hew oo T Two PURKS ARE
= QUAGK DL TOR PO exAcny WAt T

5, WHo AM
T KIpdING?

/ To ME? WHAT I
// Gome ON? H‘:IIE(X:HA?J-T /







20




OKAY, OKAY.

CALM DowiN. RELAX:

9ou AReNT TusT M
o ScHoot,

MAYBE 115 MY FAULT.

WHILE T WAS GOING UNPER
1 THOUGHT ABouT MONICA
0'CONNOR. MY MIND wASN'T
CLEAR. MAYBE THATS
WHAT DERAILED THE

proce SS-

WHY DIN'T SHE
WARN ME THIS Coutp
HAPPEN?? WHAT IF
1 THOUGHT ABovT
NURSERY ScHooL”

STUPID QUACK DOCTOR!
T GUESS SHE WD THIS

To Me BECAWSE T DINT
BELIEVE HER HYPNOSIS
MuMBo FMBO.

'(ALTHOV(;H I GVESS
11 WASNT MumBO JuMBo
CNce TM HERE.)




WHAT DO T d0? I MEAN, HopeFuLLY
THIS WILL WEAR OFF AND Tt BE
MY REGUAR SELF AGAIN BUT
LWMAT Do T Do UNTIL Trien?

Wil 1 Be HERE
FoR A FEw HORS?
A FEw DAYS?

STUPD DOCTOR!! FIRST THING
T SHoub Po |S FIND HER AND
SHOOT HeR SO NONE OF THIS WitL
HAPPEN To REGIN WITH! OR AT
LEAST MAKE SURE SHE
POESN'T GET INTO MED -~

OKAY, CALM DOWN.
You'VE WATCHED ENOVGH
“STAR TREK" TO Know
Mot Tre FIRST THING
Yol Do WHEN YoJ'RE
W THE PAST 15 NOT
MeSS UP THE TIME-
LINE.

T 6uess T
JusT TRY AND GO
AgouT MY "NORMAL"
prv AND SEE WHAT
HapPenS.




EVERY) SINGLE ATOM OF MY
BEING 1S Wo0ZY WiTH
DETA VU. M9 HEAD |S
(oING TO EXPLODE /




1 HAVE NO \DEA
WHO OR WHAT HES
TALKING ABoJT.
15 'SHe” soME
GIRL? A TEACHER?
MY Mom

CoMe ON;
MAN, WHAT DD
s sm”

WILL! OHMY GOD,
T Hven'T SeeN Yoo
IN Years/

Look AT

UK, NONO. T
FopcoT. T MEAN,
1 DION'T GET A
(HANCE . W KNOW?

SHIT T WAS HOPING You'D PoNe
1T 50 1T WOULD MAKE ME ASK
CATHY. SAIT

FUCK, L SHOULD

WELL, THAT WAS EASY,
AT LEAST. T KNOW WilL
WOUND UP-- WINDS UP-- GOING
To THg PROM wWiTH CATHY
MONFTOR SO THAT SHOULD
WoRK ouT oKAY.
Wart A MINVTE:
MAYRe [T WAS KEVIN
POPOLIZIO WHO OES WITH
CATHY? Wil WENT WiTH
THAT FAT SOPHOMORE .
0R LS AT = UH-oH.

HeY, You KNow WHAT
Mike ToLD Me 7 MONICA
O'CONNoR WENT To THE
BILLY OCEAN CONCERT AND
(AVE BLow JoBS To THReE
GuarpS To GET BACk STAGE!

Madge T
Srould ASK HER
ouT INSTEAD!
AW HAW!

115 50 WERD WAVKING DowN

, THESE HALLS.
T CANT GET OVER How YOUNG We ALl
ARE ... AND HOow MANY KipS T DoN'T
RECOGNILE.

' I Gugss MosT OF

THem ARE IN GRADES ABOVE

oR BELow ME (WHAT GRADE
AM T W, ANYWAY?) R ARE
JuST THE BORING, UNDISTINGUVSHED

RABBLE WHo DIDN'T SURVIVE iN

MY MeMORY.

I'™M JusT KIDDING. SHE'S

WAY T FLAT FoR Me. T LiKe
A GRL WITH BIG TAINGS AHEAD
OF Her! HAWA,

24



1 Guess TS NOT REALLY
FAR To CALL THeM BORING.
TMSURE T DISN'T MAKE MUCH
OF AN IMPRESSION ON MoST
PeOPLE. MAvBE T susT
PIDNT Kow THEM. THeJRE
JusT REGUIAR KPS

TRYNG TO GET 8Y.

BUT You KNOW

Blo? SHES
BooBS

Wio's HoT, THOUGH?
MEGAN O KEEFE- fROM

GoT HcE
!

WHo ARE THed.” WHAT
ARE THE? PoING_Now?
STOCK BROKER?

1 PON'T KNow WHY
BUT 1T MAKES ME SAD
SoMeHOW. ALL THESE
PoTeNTIAL PEOPLE

1 HAD THIS CHANCE
To GeT To KNOW THeM
AND NOW 115 GONE.

WHO KNows 1IF (T Woud've
MADE MUCH DIFFEREN(E? X
WAS REALLY Goop PALs wITH
Wil HeRE BUT AFTER HiGH
ScHooL WE PRIFTED APART.

WAIT A MINVTE,

? 0
DD You SAY S\é/:H LTRG
SoMETHING ABUT ) 2\ e
OUR B CLASS? AGO! DUH!

BioloGY’

Blo. OKAY, THAT MEANS T™ A
SopHomoRe ./ BITBY BIT T'LL
PIECE TS TOGETHER. ..

E: ' :'-‘ BooKsTORE , ReAL ESTATE
? AGENTZ

MANAGER?

o)

r OKAY, So ATTAIS POINT We'LL

Be USING THE SLOPE OF THE
LiNe To DETERMINE THE SECOND
PoINT. IN THS CASE, THE SLOPE
1 V2. THIS GVes us THe Y
VALVE CHANGE OVER THE X vaLve
CHANGE . OKAY, SO THE DeENOM -
INATOR,0R (HANGE IN X VALVE,
1S, IN WIS (ASE, 2. Now-

25




BuT Look! My NOTE Book

| FiLLED! Wit NoTes!
ABLES, FORMULAS (FoRMULI?
FORMULAE?), $INES, COSINES
w AT one POINT T ACTUALLY
KNEW AL THS JUNK!

[15 LK€ FINDING OUT
I WAS ONCE ABLE To READ
FRENCH BUT SOMEONE ERASED
[T FROM MY MEMORY BANKS.

26

Hold ON EARTA DIp I DO THis??

WS HAS To Be “THE MOST BORING,
INCOMPREHENSIBLE GIBBERSH
EVeR SPOUTED By AN ACTUAL
HUMAN BEING!

o MEANWNG AT,
IN THhs CASE, X DOES,
IN FACT, EQUAL NINE.

AAS ISN'T
TEACHING, 11§
CHILD ABUSE!

ANY

QUESTIONS?

WELL, T'™ JuST GOING TO HoPE
THAT THIS TIME TRAVEL THING
IS TEMPORARY, RATHER THAN

START TRYING To RELEARN IT.

T WONDER |F MR.AMBROSE

1S ReAUY INTo THIS STUFF?
DOES HE GO HOME AND REAP
MATH MAGAZINES ABoUT AlL
THE LATEST, UH, THEORIES ? OR

15 THiS JusT A JoB?

ON THe BRIGHT SIDE,
T Now KNow FOR SURE

WHAT T ALWAYS SUSPECTED:
T STUFF HAS ABSoLVIeELY
No UsEé N THe REAL
T WORLD.

g

Now, IF WE Loo
AT EXAMPLE NINE ON
PAGE THIRTY, WE SEE ...




HE'S ACTUALLY NOT THAT MUCH
OLDER TAAN T Am BUT THAT
PROOPY MUSTACHE AND CoMB-
OVER. MAKE HIM LoOK MUCH
OLDER.

HED LOOK MUCH
BeTIER 1F He TusT~

)

S

owNo, Y IT JusT WIT Me
Sorpy /

15 SOMETHING
WRONG, ANDY? Tip1 T HAVE HAIR

AGAIN.

He

27



MAN, T TANGHT
LUNCH WouLD NEVER

%}@i

ﬁ(
yesMr. T TF THS IS ABOUT My,

AMBROSE? UH,OUTBURST BEFORE,
IM SORRY I --

ACTUALLY, Now THAT Yo [ 115 TuST THAT Arinin
ASK, T'M A FORTY YeAR- LATELY, EVEN THbVGH !
oLD/ MAN STUCK IN MY g g (N CLASS, Yo
FIETEEN YEAR-OWD BODY  AneyiT.. HERE.
BEING FORCED To RELVE " .
HiGH SCHOOL BUT OTHER
AN THAT

EVERYTHING
15 FiNe.

Wert, NoT REALLY
BUT |15 PART OF IT.
1S, UH, EVERITHING
oKAY? WITH YovZ

T, UM, UNDERSTAND
Youve BEEN HAVING
SOME .. DIFFICULTIES IN
>, HOME, UH, LIfFE S0 T
TJUST WANTED To OFFER-

(WTIES? =
mﬁ‘;’twfs NG, NO, EVERYHING WHAT THE HELL
: ’ 1§ OKAY, BUT, UH, THANKS wAS THAT ALL
FoR. JovR. CONCERN], Jou

Knjow, CONICERN AND ALl

MY oNLY

DIFFICULTY UM, WILLS WAITING
s AT YR foR ME So WE (AN
CLAsS 1§ So o To LUNCH, §0 o
FRIGGINDULL, Can T Go? NowZ

YoJ BORING
pRone!!

HE WISHES HE
oL Have HAIR
AGAWN. ('MON...

28



Yoy TOTALLY
Have 0 GET




A VERTTABLE
WHOS LJHO OF ALL
MY FRIENDS FRoM
HiGH ScrooL.”

“eLto!l T ween
NoT BUY THEES RECORD.
ge1 €Es SCReTcred/

unm 7

WHO, P! ANE

I'M TELLING
You Gus, |Ts
HeR. SHES =~

"TAT OTHER G1RL FROM THAT
OTHER SHow ?" YEAH, REAL

CONRAD DEAL,
WHO WwaS ReALLY
FUNNY, A ReAL
WISE-ASS.

ANPREA  (OMISKY, THE

171550
HGR‘. T %'f witk
Kniows: T8 PIANE .,
N anGHT SHIFT!

WERD NERD - HEAD BANG-ER

HYBRID!

)

po You SeE
HeR TITTES IN
THAT Movig ?
1 FORGET.

GRETA VANDERHOSEN !
SHE whS Likg SIX FooT
Flve OR SOMETHING.”

ON CABLE THE OTHER

DAY, T THINK 1T5
THAT OTHER GIRL..
FROM THAT OTHER SHOW.

WTITTIES ? " (OME ON, (oN,
THEReS LADIgS PRESENT. I
BeLieve THE PoLITEé TERM

(s “PIRTY PiLLOWS. " <I
AND: vES,

You S€EE HER
DIRTY Prusws,




MM PEANUT

pUTreR./ I GUESS

Mo Mape 1T THS
MORNING--

T DoN'T KNow, MATT. T
THNK THEY MIGHT Be RIGHT,
I CANT |MAGINE PIANE N
A MVie WHERE SHED SHow
Her TITTIES.

o0H! Burnep!/

CoME To THINK
OF 1T, 1 Guess we
() HAD A BUNCH oF CLEvER
PeoPLe (N oUR NERD CLUB.

"LIGHTEN
up, FraNcis.”

1 Alags TeoueHT oF W oray .

MSELF AS NoT FITTING (N Jme?'e e %?;‘J;f‘é JUSTLOOKING

| ScHooL BUT T GESS  1hinG BUT THEY ARENT AROUND 15 OBVIOUS

FRIENDS- 1 TrouGHT THEY WERE,
€1THeR.

THosE KIbS ARE CLEARLY HAVING A TOUGHER T
TIME OF IT THAN T EVeR Dip. T WonNPeR WHAT
HAPPENED To THem AFTER
HIGA ScHooL?

HoPepuLLY, THEY
puLLep 1T TOGETHER
IN CoLLeGE. TF THe)
WeNT. BUT-

T Mean, THE?

Blossom LATER,
RIGHT.” EVERIONE

EVENTUALLY

THe? CaN'T
JusT GO ON.w



T BE
RIGHT BACK.

T KNOW. We SIT
NExT To gACH
OTHER IN MATH.

Hev, UH, MY
NaMe 1S
ANDY.

.

Y

272 YouD-- You'D RATHER
READ A TexT Book, SIT
HERE ALONE AND ReAP A
TEXT Book, THAN JusT
HANG oUT WITH US AND-

UK, WelL, ANYWAY T (aMe
OVER T0 ASK Vou IF YoV
WANTED To CoMe AND SIT
WITH US. OVeR THERE.

(”)

Ol MATHI T KNew 11/
AS S00N AS You SAW 11~




Yes, T WoulD RATHER

SIT HERE READING MY BoX LOOK, JusT LeAVE

ALONE THAN HAVE Jou AND ME ALONE, OKAY??

Youk ASSHOLE FRIENDS )
MAKE Fun OF ME.

We ARENT GOING e

To MAKE FUN oF
ov. T JusT SAW

WHY CAN'T
You JUST~

e

FUCKIN'-AY !
HAHAHAHA\' HAHA HAVE A
/ Nice TRIP, ok
LICK?




115 welRp, T JusT
ASKED HiM |F HE WANTED
5 10 SIT WITH S AND HE
- & OT MAD AND FREAUED
" 4 ouT.

=
=
px 1 ‘: o = W
i\ (3 g N !
SN e .
( \{:‘ n -~ GE' ‘
é_u N \ﬂ \~"‘ ] :’ri_.‘:

I should ASK 7

IRENE ALT IF SHE e
(T <

waNTS To GO RIGAH o BRING A,

LIke, DATE??

WHAT Was THAT
ALL ABOUT ?

‘G

WHPrt? WHATD T Don'T KNow. IT
YoJ ASK HIM JusT SEEMep... T THOUGHT IT%,SXSDTB??_:):TA 309 Stioutp. ' BuT... BUT kAT
Tt FOR? He Could USE A FRIEND Goop gsté *ro’ Spe's HoT. AM 1 GOING To PO
R WHATEVER. THen2?
AsK HeRr oVT.
W ’
7
1)
o W v ==
x s A
/ /Lp AT

HARPY. You «
o oF ot A0S FoR- S e p s I A AL
T ARE You ? , : THEN, YaJ PUss2.”
cidliakato perie N B otiammisivdii g SLe Onpe }‘:le’ Bl ategd »
agot A I SRE £ i o ot 9T A STt
. } T

CRAZY DOVCHE BAG-
To §T WA Us?

HE HAS His Goob
QUALITIES.

HAHA!

_;-lw

A kL

CRAP. THATS RIGHT,
T T0TALLY FRGOT
ABouT THAT.

ANDY, YOV ASK
MaRie To MATTS (ousrns

pARTY YeT?

WE KNow (OACH FRANDER
BUSTED HIM CHOKING HiS
CHIKEN N THE GARLS

LOCKER RooM! BuUT.. I PouBT

THAT ACTUALLY
HAPPENED. WAN'T
\T JusTA™




UM, REMIND Me AGAIN
WHAT PARTY 1T 15
You MEAN?

Cousin's? FRIDAY

MARIE SIMONE?? YouRe OHMY GOp! THAT

CRA2Y! SHE Woutd NEVER-
wair! MATTS
Cousin §CoTT?

Fr TANT MusT BE WHY THAT
QUALK SENT Mg To THiS nme!
T CAN CHANGE MY HiSTORY BY
NOT HAVING THAT FIRsT Smoke !
T'LL §TOP SMOKING
By NEVER STARTING
To BEGIN wﬂ“
BRILLIANT

ONce Ve
DONE THAT MY
D Mission wite BE

Hoop--A NON~
SMoker!

EARTH To ANDY: MATTS W SHE'S OVER THERE

GOING To THIS PARTY/ IN FACT, I1S
WHERE T HAp MY FIRST ReAaL
CIGARETTE!! CORADAND T

comprete AND TW
ReTuRN TO ADULT-

COME oW, (GvYs,
DON'T PRESSURE
Him.

NIGHT?  WITH PONNA RIGHT
Now. You SHOULD

ToTALLY Do 1T Now./

ST ReMéMBegz Qi |

WERE TRYNG TO
IMPRESS THOSE GIRLS
FROM ScoTTs SCHoot !

i nultlilll“"!

MAYEE SHE

KNEw WHAT SHE

was DoiNG AFTER
AL!
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DAVE, T CAN HONESTLY sAY '\
THAT THS PARTY IS LITERALLY
(OING To CHANGE MY LIFE.
YoURE LOOKING
—{ AT A BRAND New

/ ANDY Wicks'
) AWESOME,
4 &=

~ pupe! GO FR
|

1F You SHOW

UP WITH HER YoULL

RULE! WHILE JoURE

THere ASK MICHELLE

IF svew 6o WITH Me!
HAHA!

(!

¢
’l (1™ JusT .

KiDDING !
ReALLY Ak
HAHA.)

/s

(el g
) /

&\
-
—

—

TI™M GOING
10 GO ASK HER
ouT RIGHT

s 15 T T RemeMBer. HAVING A

CRAY. BIG CRVSA ON MARIE BUTI
NEveR HAD THE Baus T ASK
Her OUT. SHE was NICE 1O
Me BT T ALWAYS FIGURED
SHe wAs ovT OF MY LEAGE.

TS 1S KIND OF EXCITING,
IN A WAY, EVEN THOUGH T

KhNow NOTHING WitL COME Of
THIS, T'M ACTUALLY NERVoVS'

HAHA! I'™M ACTUALLY
FINALLY ASKING OUT

BUT NowW? wHAT THeE Hewt!
MARIE SIMONE! HARA!

(WeLL PRogABLY SAY NO BuT AT
LEAST TLL HAVE (\VEN IT A SHOT
AND (T SEEMS LIKE MY FRIENDS

ARE IMPRESSED.
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UGH! 1T WAS, Ahen! t EXCVSE
LIk SO GRoss. Me, MARIE. CAN X
X . Me? SURe
- SOMETHING ’
WH? o ASK I Anpy. WHAT

Quick?

TS 1S S0 WEIRD! { WELL, MATTS CoUsIN
GiES ASCIEAS T ) | gack FROM COLLEGE
REMEMBERED BUT  Thiig EEKEND AND HES
w DIFFERENT HAVING THIS BiG PARTY,
SoMe HOW-

I WAS WONDERING TF
You'd Do ME THE HONOR OF,
You KNow, |F YOU WANTED
To 60 To IT. WITH ME.

GREAT! AND, UH, TS SUPPOSED
To BE A BIG SHINDIG SO IF THE
REST OF YOU LADIES AREN'T
BYsY FRIDAY AND You WANT
T0 SWING BY-- JEN, DonNA,
MICHELLE, Jen-- THATD Be
AwWesoMEe.

wow./
(Ret!
OKAY, WeLL, GIVE
Me YouR NUMBER
AND T'LL CALL YoV Wi
AlL THe  peTAILS/

wow. A
UG
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DID Y0 ASK?
WHAT DID SHE

<92 DD Yo

SHIT MAN,
You FUCKIN'

wAS NOTHING,
oLd CHum./

YEAH, THATS
GREAT.

r HeY, You Kiow
WHAT 1 JUST REMEMBERED?
THAT New MicagL 3. Fox
MoVIE 1S OPENING IS
WEEKEND.” MAYBe WE
Wy ? o ot i

7 $
W :
o] 7
Py A ,_ e R?

38

We SHouLo ! AND WHeN
WE GO WelL MAKE SURE
YOURe, LIKE, WEARING A
DIARER, HAHARA!

HMM... MAJBE THIS
WelRp TRIP INTo THE PAST
woN'T Be AlL gAD. IN ADDITION
To NoT SMOKING, T CAN (ORRECT
ALL THE Dump MISTAKES T MADE
PP) A Take ADVANTAGE OF Ao
THe BlLownN oPpomwmes,/
TF NOTHING ELSE
1 FINALLY Askep OVT
MARIE. TT Took ™ME
TWENTY- FIVE YEARS
BuT 1 Pip |1

VL YouRE
SUCH A BABY.




T WONDER WHATS

ACTUALLY GOING To HARFEN

WHER T Do 6O BACK To MY
REAL, ADULT LIFE:

1 Guess (T
oPeNs UP A WHoLE
CAN OF METAPHISICAL

Wite 118€ AN
INGTANT, SPLUT-SECON®
TdING 2 OR Witk
s, L <o

oUT OF A DREAM?

1§ MY ADULT MIND |§ HERe
Tren WHAT RAPPENED To MY
ADOLESCENT MINp? TS 1T N
My ADULT Bopy”? OR ARE
WE BOTH IN HERE?

‘ IS5 THAT How T sTitt
NOW WHAT CLASSES To
Go To ? AND MY
LOCKeR COMBINATIoN?




PN P

. IT MUST BE SOME
KIND OF HORMONAL THING

T AM FIETEEN YEARS OF,
AFTER ALL, ANP wWHo KNOWS
WHAT KIND OF PHEROMONES
ARE BeNG PUMPED INT
THe AR BY ALL THESE
)m ApoLEscenTs.”

ONE OTHER THING
oTICED 1S HoW, WELL,
L. I'™M Now IN

Ve N
HEALTHY 1 FEE
Y WHICH

A
TwWeNTY- ENE VEARS
15 ACTUALLY

LUNGS
ep BY TOBALC
v OVER, NEVER
RING THAT
GAME

NTASTIC!

pLys, 118
ARE UNPOLLUT
NEVER BEEN HUN
ToRe IS ACL pu
STURD BAKETBALL

N 1097 T FEEL FA

IF 1 (AN FIGWRE

oUT A WAY OF BRINGING
Tais Bopy Back To THE
pResenT T'IL BEALL
SET, HAHA!

1 DoNT KNow
How LYNN Wourd FEEL
ApovT T guT MAYBE |T WouLh
(AJORK OVT* DoNT THed SAY THAT
(WS ReACH qHEVR  SEXUAL
AT SEVENTEEN BUT For
womeN 15 TARTY- FIE?

SOMETIMES
“Trey" ARE A

BUNCH  OF
(D10TS.
>,
[N :
S y
q
A

40



4 1ve B TREE
|N FRONT OF THE
MONGERDS HASNT
Been HiT BY LIGHTNING
AND CVT DowN YE T

/

p

THE COCADRILLIS
$TiL LVE ON THE
CORNER. IN THE “90S

THed MoOVE AWAY.
ELEMENTARY $o THEY

SRS
"“"ﬁ’{"“\‘ k>
R

gVeN THOUGH T WAS
JusT HERE AS AN APULT
A Feuw MONTHS AGO, AND
P> o et EVERSTHING
Wag CHANGED, THIS 15
st vow 1 e

OF "Home" LOOKING-

- e

A Few vEARS AFTER
THAT, THAT PRUNK KID
FALLS OFF THE MonkeY
BARS AT LARKIPUR

GET R OF THE | s P
PLAY GROWND. ]
BuT NOT ¢

vet’

CRAZY,

= =

O

S .
XX

AH, THE WARRENS
NeveR LET Jov OFF
Tt CHAN 50 T8
No WONDER JVRE




U EE S
& d

THis 1S 1985 OR So SHe
whAs WORKING PART- TIME AT
e HOSPITAL WHICH MEANS
SHED ALREADY Be BACK, SO

MOM! ¢
M H0- !

YouR FATHER
IS SLEEPING!

I

%0

v

q
ANDY! SHHHUH!! m

.,'_\




T PICKED UP
SoMmg Yo0- Hoo
AT e MAR- (!

HARA! NOTHINGS "WRONG,"
1 WAS JuST-- ITS peen
50 LoNG SINCE Youve

T was JusT

WHATS WRONG?

SyleKs

OH... NOTHING
“Too EXCITING.

Wow., ,, WHAT'S
GOING On, HERE?
SHES ExACTLY THE
SamMe AS IN THE
PRESENT/

WELL, TM GLAD To
HEAR YouRe DOING

OKAY, HERHAIR
AND GLASSES ARE A
LITIE DIFFERENT BUT
OTHER THAN THAT SHES
THE JAME WOMAN IN 1985
THAT SHE IS i Z0I0.

BuT.. IS
SHe?

" AND MEMORIES
OF HER FRoM (HILD-
HooD ARe PROBABLY

Mavge 175 JUsT MY
PeRcepTION. MAYBE SINCE
T'Ve KNowN HER FoRevER
MY ConNCEPT OF "Mer" 1S ReALLY MoRe PoTeNT THAN

AN AMALGAM OF MEMORIES FRoM THOSe FRoM OTHER
MY ENTIRE LIFE, TIMES. FASUNATING!

SPEAKING OF
CHILDHOD ...
. HeY, ($
, GINA HOME
Yet?

HMM? D,
WHY WOULD SHE
Be HoMe Now?

OH, NO, IT5

TJust THE usvaL
(ONSENSE. NOTHING
To WORRY ABoVT/
$1ART YouR HOME-
WORK .

OH, RIGHT.
HeR ScHOOL




OKAY, T GUESS
TLL Be VP IN

e, IT™
GONG 10 SCReW
MY FIFTEEN JEAR-OLP
seLF Topay BecAUSE
Tueres NO Ao IM
DOING THIS HOMEWORK.

Jeer, WHAT A SLoB 1
AM/ Now T KNow WHeRE
MY DAVGHTERS GET 1T

BUTSINCE T
GOT HIM A PATE
WA MARIE FOR
FRIDAD ID A9
WERE SQUARE.

WA/ LOOK AT Telts

PLACe” T FORGOT How
INTO POSTERS T WAS
AT -THIS POINT.

MURPHY'S

LAWS.

HMM, SPEAKING OF
FORGOTIEN TREASURES,
1 WoNDeR |F TVe
STARTED MY COLLECTION

DENISE DOWNS. WAS
SHE AN ACTRESS? SINGER?
T GUeSsS THIS WAS HeR
FIFTEEN MINUTES. T
HOPE SHE SAVORED 'T.




HAHAL Herg THEY ARe, TS LITILE TRIP T™ 0N HAS MADE
Tre SECRET GIRLFRIENDS Me S0 AWARE OF HisTORY, OF TIME
, .

(WHO HeLPep ME THRoVGH THE GIRLS 1N THESE MAGAZINES

MANY A LONELY AFTERNOON-- ARE NOW (N THEIR LATE FORTIES,
EVEN FIFTIES...

BUT Here 2

ARE, PRESERVED N

PRINT FOREVER, AT

THEIR TAVT,
FIRM BOPIES,
(o FRESH, SO

ARHH
MAN, THAT REALLY
TakeS Tre EDGE OFF.
MAYRe Now T BE
ABLE To THINK STRAIGHT
FOR AN HOUR OR TwO.

Wow.

1 FORGOT ABOVT
ALt THese PICTURES: Mo
“ook THEM Dowin WHeN THE
HWSE WAS RE NOVATED
IN A Few YEARS.. /
|

), [B3S
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BASEP oN How OLD
PAT AND I LOOK IN THis 1T
wAg PROBABLY ABoUT A YEAR
OR 50 UNTIL MRS. STRANG
RAN HiM OVER ON LiME ST.
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Lok AT WIM THeRe,
ALL HAPPY AND DUMB AND
TRUSTING, LITTLE GVESSING

Fate HAS IN STORE,
€ TIME HE HAS

LEFT.

WHAT
pow LITTL

T REMeMBER WHEN DAD
BROUGHT HIM HOME ON THE
DAY OF MY BROTHER PATS
CONFIRMATION. I GUESS THAT
WOULD'VE MADE ME.. SIXZWAS
He REALLY A PART OF OVR
LIVES FOR SUH A SHORT TIMg?

SHUH, WHA

WHoS BeE

YORSELF TO

w

WRoNG WITH Me? HE'S
JusT A Dol -- A DOG
N perp FoR

DECADES Now.! PULt

“HAT DOG.

5

ceTner!

(op, 1 Lovep

T WISH THAT
HYPNOQUACK SENT ME
BALK A Few YEARS

EPRLIER SO 1 CoulD
SEE OL' NOOPLES ONE
More TIME-

GOV, MAYBe Trie STRES S
OF THIS WHOLE CRAZY
S{TUATION 1S GETTING
To Me. MAYBE T

so 1 Coucp
SAY (GOODBJE -




GINA! ZONIFE2
WHITS, UK, WHATS
(;OIN(/ oN? Home
FRoM,Y' KNOW,

Home FROM--

IT WiLL ALL
Be OKAY, ANDY.
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S0, DD ANYTHING

INTERESTING HAPPEN

N scHooL TODAY,
2

lr ACTUALLY, Yes! \

MATE'S COUSIN SCOTT

16 HAVING THIS BIG- PARTY

on FRIDAY THAT WERE T AskeD THiS

ALL GOING TO. GIRL MARIE, WHO
TV HAD A CRUSH ON,

AND SHE ACTUALLY

ISNT THAT X
GRQ“? AFTER DINNER
1 HAVE TocALL HER
To WORK oUT THE
DETAILS:

Guess T SORT
OF FORGOT ABOVT
1T UNTIL Now.

MATT S Cousin?
HES HAVING THE

parTy? THe ONE

(N COUEGE? 4
WHeN EXACTLY
WERE YO PLAN-
NiNG ON TELLING

Me ABOVT ALL of
Tris?

T WASN'T
ReaLy suRe IF T
was GoiNG 10 60, 1T
sgems, BUT N T

Ve THIS DATE AND AL
WITH MARIE.

ARENT Yoo HAPPY
I HAVE A DATe?
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ANDY, You - (WHAT DO T WANT

r I'M HAPPY Tis To Know?
MARIE SAID YeS BUT EVERITHING!

Treres sTiLL THE ISSVE WHERE 1S
OF ME SAYNG ves 10 11?

You GOING AT ALL.4
1 NEED

SomE DETALS
ARouT THIS PARTY.

115 AT
SCoTrs MoM'S
HousE IN

peENSKILL.

(o, You THINK
THeRe WL 13
DRINV\"‘M’? How
caN 1 Poss\BLY

Wi HiS
PARENTS BE
THERE?  WHAT
TIME WiLL YoV
g€ Home?

Ste WILL Be
THERE -

T BE HOME
cVER YoV
WANT

LeT v 60 Now?

BecAvse 1

THeRe BE
PRINKIN? S 1 PRoMISED T
IF %ei\é's GONG ANp WHILE T WoulpN'T DRINK/
7o BE DRINKING, JoN'T KNow FOR
SuRe IF THeRE

Wi, BE ALCOHOY
T WiLL PROMISE
NoT T0 DRINK.

STeus Yoo AN
JusT T
i, r’\\S‘léK./

OKAY.
WHAT DO JoV
WANT ToKNOW?

AT LeAST T'™M BeING
HONEST/ Woulp You LIKE
IT BeTTeR IF T LIED AND
JusT Told You WHAT
You WANT To HEAR?
Come oN, I'™,
WHAT? FIFTEEN YEARS
oLp, MoM, TS JusT A

PARTY. YoV HAvE TO
LET Me GRow VP A

LiTTLE, YoU Know?
TRysT ME A

T DON'T --
sigh’

T TALK
WIH YOuR FATHER
ABouT \T AFTER
DINNER,




€ .
suencrien o W s e e e | ]
K1, Wb j T CAN TRACK 1T pown SK\PPY/ WHAT
A KID. T DETAIL. WHEN T'™M AN APLT HAPPENED ? T THINK
HE FANTED!

i CHarapaHA)

i g pelp me
| /é/ / // g

HAHA/ JusT
LIKE MY GIRLS.

STILL, WHeN T
See GINA .. SEEING

Her Tris WAY 18
o BITTERSWeET.

OKa), Mom/
7l IM (OMING!

q
ue'y

b © O 0\ s
ez

L7 /‘ v}
A

%,

g\

)

()
0) 5

i

o
"\\“\\_!\\_\,\T‘-v




THe NEXT TuWeNTY-FIVE YEARS ARe

NO PICNIC FOR. POOR GINA. SHE JusT DIVORCED TWicE TRONICALLY, SHE AND HER
BARELY GRADUATES FROM HIGH SCHooL BY THe TIME SHES — PAUGHTER, BeTraNy, LIVEIN
D DROPS OUT OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE THIRTY. THIS HOUSE NOw, SINCE SHE
WJHen SHE GETs PREGNANT- MolED [ Wit MO IN'TT

I..T KNow I Tovd
MYSELF T SHOULDN'T TINKER
L THE PAST 70 MVCH, BYT
1 FegL THE VRGE To Hel?
JoME HOW... DO SOMETHING

vttt

e oo

tW'AJ "
KX

N2

WHAT AM T GOING To >
a2 "Makg Svre oI W:M. B>
CHEVRON WEARS A UCK? DESTING

1 RUBBER wheN Yov Do At oo
11N e YOART WRoNG BETWEEN
Now AND THEN?

GINA! WHAT
ARe YoV DoING??

BuT €EVEN
Before THATGNA MAYBE NOTHING.
Seemep To BeoN MAYBE 1T ALREADY--
A TROUBLED

CORSE.

e

,*@\%‘““
W
N\

\\‘\\

Bty

S

N
2

—,
NN

\\“{i'l'f'«‘ .
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THats 1T,
Jounltr LADY ANp WHAT AB;\/T
21 oy
. 1 Toup Yoo To -en You
§ o ey TwenTy TMES @ HoMe WJoRK DONE?
) ALREADY VPS‘/\IRS

o

i

MAKE SURE YoV
BRUSH YOVR Tee™

Fi
g > $o0.. T TALKED Wi
YouR FATH&RAv,o\M THATS (;REAT /
PP THIS PARTY IDEA AND THANK YoV,
'1 -

4| Weve DeCiDED THAT
AS LONG AS WE SETWP
SOME GROUND RVLES...
We THINK You
CAN Go.

T APPRECIATE
You TRUSTING ME,
MoM

You KNoW
SHe DOESN'T
MeAN THAT.

I'M MORE

MATURE THAN
Mou MIGHT

/
N THINK, HAHAL
A

Y 4
N
N AN
4 |
AN
7s
7z ¥
7 2
> A r
E i
v i \
13}
N

Fd

-




T KNow,
ANDY, BUT-- .
115 FUNNY. T

ReMeMBER GETTING INTO
THESE SAME ARGUMENTS yttd
BocHI, HER TAINKING T WAS
TooyouNG 10, YoV KNow, GO T0
PARTIES OR ouT WITH BoYs

OR WHATHANE Jou.

AND SOON

YoURe GOING TO HAVE
Kips OF YOUR Own SOMEDAY,
AND THeY RE GONG To TRY
To CONVINCE Py THeYRE
ReApy 10 GO To A CONCERT
OR OLP ENOUGH TO, WELL,
N THAT THEYRE oLD ENOUGH

You'tL BE THINKING,

oLy ENOUGH? T WAS JusT

) WASHING Yo N THE SINK

B vesTervAy, 1T seems!”
- HAHAY

PR AND YoUlLL -
AT ~ -
SRR

T

YouL
JusT WANT So Tew Me,
Trem To BE WHATS THIS MARKE
SprE- ' GIRL LIKE? IS
SHe cuT€e?

i ”}’ ,’
mmm:!ilﬂ






ADY, AN
YR HAR!
ow SR

o

(WAIT: “ris 1S LIFE,
1HE ONE YU Getn.."
SHIT, WHaTs THAT

FROM?

i

56

WHERE'S THe ReST
of THE Sex pisToLs??

AT YOUR HOUSE
FUCKING YouR

ASS, OF COWRSE)




Wow! 1 CAN'T BELIEVE
JYoU SAD THAT/ THAT
WAS FRICKIN RADICAL

AH, WELL SCREW HIM. T
CAN DRESS HOWEVER T
WANT, I SHoUulpN'T

Have To LISTEN To--

ANDY. A WORD.
MY OFFICE. NOW-

WHO'S THE 5
ASSHOLE NOW!

1 DT UNDERSTAND W Don' YOU GUYS HAVE Moge
WHAT THE BIG DEAL 1S, T pMpoRTANT THINGS To WORRY
ABouT THAN SOME DuMB Kip’s

ActALy, 115 ¥
NOT EVEN A HAIR-
CuT/ TTs JusT GeL
AND AQUANET SO
15 A HAIRPO

1 MEAN, A Hﬁ\@g?
ARENT THERE "AT RiSK"
KIpS WHO NegD Hewp
I OR SOME THING 7 You~
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15 A
DISRUPTIONS-
Now, YoV AND Mg
HAVE BEEN SEEING WAY
Too MUCH OF EACH OTHER
LATELY, So--

UL SUE
€ SCHOOL

1 KNowW JoVRE 1 STl
BASICALLY A GOOD Kip, VavenT BEEN
UNTIL RECENTLY You'vE i ANY KIND
NEVER. BeeN 1N ANT OF TROVBLE

Kinp OF TROUBLE.

N

iR ALL
THAT YOLR,AH, FAMILY

YoURE HERE
To SToP SMOKING,

HAS BEGN GOING
2z THROUGH, MABE e s
P Now IsNT THE AMMENDMENT
pesT TME TO 1esT CAse’
/4 pe MAKING JoR
N 26
- PLuS, \F
/// S You GET (N TROUBLE,
Fony MIGHT NOT

Let wou 0o To

He PARTY AND
AT BLows Yok
Crané WM

SN . STATEMENT?

N Z

7

/\,(r ] N U
, 4 idi A\
f /V\\ © Wi NOT MARIE!
N SpARE S AL JoY, gespes JoU
ME, Your MOM-- o' EVEN LIKE
ANY MORE, AH, puUNK RoCK!

HEART ACHE ?
58



OKAY, LeTs YOURE ... YOURE RIGHT]
GET THIS OVER MR VALENTINE. I
WITH. APOLOG1E. T... -

I JusT
THUGHT ID FIND
A wAg To, Jov

KNOW, MAKE AN
IM PRE SS1ON -

T WONDERIF
He STl WORKS
Herg 1N 20000 T
SHoutD MEET AMBERS
PRINCIPAL.

MAJBE HES A
RELATIE OF SME
(CHooL BOARD MEMBER?
WITNESS PROTECTION

MAYBE?

WHATS THYS
098 DEAL ANYUAY

GENERATION 4
SCHOLARS.

HeW, No, weLt, T
UNDER STAND BVT,
ANDY: ADVICE?

SAVE IT FOR
CoUEGE, BIG
GW.

“I'M GLAD WE UNDERSTAND
EACH OTHER, ANDY, NOW:
THE GYM, GO Down AND
e THAT CRup ovT OF
YouR HAIR. "

HIGH SCHOOL, 1T5
Likg A LUMBER

YARD, YV know? You
Kips, YoURE MY NAILS?

AND NAILS THAT

STrEK ouT: THEY

GET THE HAMMER,
iom1?

1'M GowG To Be
SO HAPPY WHEN
TAIS 1§ DONE!

Znim, L YT
<

'’
J',‘&@I
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ANDY,
MATT AND JoUR
FRIENDS ARE 1
10 PICK YoV vp.
THesRe 1N THE
DRNEWAS.

2 =
| {
|
A\

OKAY, MM, TM  \ el
ALMOST ReADPY, T'LL
B€ DowN INA Sec.

D

4%—

)

=

/5
S
S

BN
I
L 1™

s 1S VT ONCE T GO
To THIS PARTY AND ReFvSE
THAT CIGARETIE, T WiLL -’ﬂ?&'-' @
HAVE ACCOMPLISHED My sl
MISSION.
THIS HAS BEEN m
AN INTERESTING TRIP 00

RUT IM LOOKING FORWARD
10 MIpPLE AGE AGAIN.



STiLL, THERE ARE WORSE

wAvs 10 SAY (,DOPB%‘:D WHoéKNiqisﬁ Tﬂ
THIS SEConD ADOLESCEN CE MAsE e
TMAN FINALLY GOWNG ON
A DATE WITH M

‘(_.\_:: =[s ~ =
= gy
HERE (= PRSRVE
ne IS./ P SHT =
R —, OKAYMOM., OKAY, HONEY, HAVE
o Funl :
COME ON, T'M HemING d AND REMEMBER:
vwv; ROCK ./ OuT. <] WE HAVE A DEAL-
LETS GO .

- i " e ot
= )
| B . .
il - ; N
(L 4 '
%/ : 3 1 Know,
“ B ya = T KNOW.
3. o e AND . THANKS..
y s It 1
3 N (2 ,’ e
' ot vio Y
R vy - .
T U z "‘ 4

THANKS FOR LETTING ME
GO TO THIS PART Y. AND
fOR TAKING M€ AND TIM
1o THE MUSEVM of NATURAL
HISTORY WHEN We WERE

KipS... AND, AND FoR ALL
v BodGHT

AND THANKS FoR ALL THE
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS AND.. AND
For. SUST, You KNow, RAISING US.

THANKS. THANKS FoR ALL of \T.

OW/HAHA
MY, WelL, You
ARE. WELCOME .

V|

ARE.. ARE
You 0kAY?
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AND GINA REMEMBER:
YOURE A SPECIAL KD,
AND eVeN THOUGH--

......

HAHAL OKAY,
okAY. JusT poN T
FoRGET T Love
Yov.

OKAY, Now T'M CALLING
DR. SCHWARTZ BecAuSE
THIS 15 JUST-- HA/HA!

LETS HWIT THE
RoAD ALREADY!
YouRe IN THE

EVERIONE OKAY BACK
THeRe? ARE Jov ALL USING
1T AS AN EXcusE_T0 FeeL
EACH DTHER VP?

erg--LeT Ve O OW, EY, You Look
JusT MOVE MY GREAT, MARIE. JusT
ARM HERE « BEAUTIFUL.

AN}

OH MY Gop! pip
You GUS HEAR
ABoUT MoNICA
0'CONNOR?!
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MING RAGINO ToLd Me THAT % THey WeRE, LIKE, BRINGING
SHE, LIKE, TOTALLY sAW HERAT  HER ouT ON, LIKE, A STRECHER?
A BILLY SQUIRE CONCERT, LK€,  SHE HAD TO GO TO THE HOSPITAL
ouT AT JoNES BEACH? S0 THEY COULD, LIKE PUMP

HER STOMACH OR WHATEVER/

SHE REALLY (S
BEAUTIFUL .. AND
SHE SMeLLS GREAT

1 STie CAN'T BeLIeve THIS
1S HAPPENING: AFTER ALL THESE YEARS./
1 TUST ASKED HER OUT AND SHE SAID

ves / THERES A LESSON HeRe,

TONIGHT SHoues --
- OH! T FEEL A
goneg CoMING on/

SHE IS LIKe

A ToTAL SLUT T WonDER

\F SHel Be AT
THe PARTY. ~
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DAMN RIGHT
T ROCKS, DUPE/
s A FUCKING  HAVE A

PARTY! g BREWSKY/

OH, T,UH, PON'T
THINK T CAN

ong BeeR 1SN'T
§0 BAD. BY THe TIME
WE GET Homeg T'lL
HAVE LONG SINCE
pASseD 1T THR--







W (uRe, HIGH SCHOOL
Sucks, T KNow, BuT THeRE
ARE SOME TRINGS you CAN

GET AWAY WITH Now THAT

DUDE, T KNOW THi5
[SGOING To SOUND, LIKE,
INSANE BUT: TRY AND HAVE
SoMg FUN TON\GHT, Yo

T DoN‘T KNow, LIKE,

U KNOW THE DUMB
THINGS US TEENAGER S
po/ LIke DRI HUMP SoME

KNow? you WoN'T Be ABLE T°
LATER ! GIRL N A CAR OR LAY
Loub, Sﬁ\'ﬂ'y MusiC T0
\ WHAT ANNOY OWP peoPLE OR
LIE PRINK CAVSE A RUCKUS AT
Yoo Gk AND \\ He MALL.
' GET WASTED? t\\ > AND, JEAH,
> . R Yov~ ° ° 5 GET DRUNKAND
c - ACT STUPID! 4
(=9 P
BeCAVsE, BELIEVE
\—= 7 ME, FRMING A BAND
\ /[ o ceTinG PiERCED
(. oR PRINKING Beer
\ - BONGS 15 AWESOME
) il e A
7 AT WHEN YOVRE
Z AN Kb -
! M == ¢ you
\ _ [ = BuT IF YoU
. ) po 1T WHG,N YoURE
>/ 1 Formy 1T 3"51
/ \ —— ‘ i PA’THET‘C‘
\ ‘
( o
BLZML"'%EQH_/ . L
PJUGVIS FIN' A UH, OKAY, T CANT DECIDE IF
WA CEESE, RiTe? S — THAT PROVES YOWR POINT OR
/ MINE, BT JUST TRY AND
shir/ HAHAHAUHA!! ? ENTOY JOURSELF EVERY
— ONCE IN AWHILE. e
7 _f/// i
e’ ) ) L
St e N ,’? 7 oilD
‘ S A P
a 7 :
21 ND ONE 1S EVER ON .
— HEIR DEATHBED WISHING
THEY'D SPENT MORe TIME
BEING WPTIGHT ANp JUPGING
PEORE, RIGHT?
- i EORE, RIGHT CARPE
ﬁ DIEM,
DUDE!
s =,

PR

P sis
I.Mfal G oo
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N0, REALLY/ (WHAT DO
You THINK 1S GOING TO
HAPPEN 2 WHAT WILL THe
WORLD BE LIKE (NSAY,
TWENTY YEARS?

TWENTS YeARrs? well

ALL BE, LIKE, NUCLEAR

MUTANTS AND SHIT/ AFTER
THe RUSSIANS DROP THE
BoMB? Trpts, c1ke - £
|15 OVER, PARTY
LIKE [T 1q99./

{He RUSSIANS,/
TATS RIGHT
1 ToTaLY FORGOT
ABouT THEM.

1 AW THIS THING, RIGHT?
ON, LIKe, THE NEWS ON TV? AND
THEY WERE ALL, LIKE, SAYING
How, LIKE, WE Have ENOVGH
poMgs o, Like, BLow UP THE
WHOLE ENTIRE EARTH, LIKE,
TeEN TIMES OVER,”

I CAN'T SToP

STARING AT
Her ./

1 enover To DRWE TV seRlously ! Tt
A Man To PRINK. g pRink TO THAT/
HARAHA!

OKAY), BUT WHAT 1F, By SoME
CHANCE THERE ISNT ACTUALLY
A NUCLEAR WAR . FORGET
ABOVT THE WORLD : WHAT
AROUT You, PERSONALLY.”

LIKE, MATT,
WHAT ABoVT
You? TWENT)

i N
~ ‘ JEARS FRoMm

—
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TWENTY 5@33? Gov,
T WAVE No (DEA. TP
BE .« THIRTY-SIX7 S0 L
PROBABLY BE oN MY THIRD
WIFE AND SIXTH KID.
(THAT T WNow OF

THAT (WOULD BE, LIKE,
2005 175 GONNA BE ALL,
LIKg, THe JETsNS BY
THeN, RIGHT 2

OH, CoM€ ON, MATTY, HATS
ToTAL BULLSHI‘T./ vou KNOW
WA BY THEN You'lL BE A
FAMOYs HOITY- TOITY BAC-
SHOT WRITER,

THed'LL
pro8ABLY BE
FILMING THE

SEQUEL o THE
CAVERNS'

o

TUTT TR ST

15 NOT A Bl DEAL,

SOOI T TRV
70 SHow 11 To Me!
OH M7 GOD /

THIDDEN CAVERNS/"
) THAT WAS THE HUGE
FANTASY EPIC MATT wAS
WRITING ALL riroveH
ScHooL ./ we ALL CoutpN'T
wAlT To ReaD THE NEXT
CHAPTER!

FRoM WHAT 1
REMEMBER 1T WAS
D. L Wo
F ITwW : a« ‘
Now THAT T
THINK ABoVT 1T, MATT
was AlwAYs THE BRIGHTEST

MeMBeR OF 0UR LITILE NERD
GANG. HE wWAS ALWAYS
AHEAD OF THE CVRVE,

DISCoVERING THE (0oL~
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SO THAT QUESTION m—
Yoo WERE BRINGING SN //;///////
UP BEFORE: WHAT . 224/
ABoUT Y007 (JHERE Wil
You BE 1N LIKE,
TWeNTY Yemrs?

.4

AW, COME on’
GuEss,

THE WAY YoU WERE
50, LIKe, INSISTANT (T
SOUNDED LIKE SOMETHING
You'VE THWGHT ABouT

A BUNCH, So (OME ON--

weut., T 6uess [P Jou know, AN
T'D ALWAYS THoUGHT ARTIST, A WRITER,
I'D Re DOING SOME- WHATEVER. MUSIC.

THING.... CREAT\VE, ' BT e CaNT ALL
ge RICH AND FAMOUS,

RIGHT? WE CAN'T AL
Be MARTIN JSCORCESE
OR EpWARD ALBEE
OR STEPHEN KNG,

SoMeove
HAS To, YoJ
KNOw, FIGURE
ouT PeoPLEs
TAxes, TEACH
Second GRADE.

MIDLEVEL
MANAGE A MEDIUM-
S126D SOFTWARE

COMPANY.

/

h

%//’///// X wa  wh\
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1 (eSS THE IMPORTANT
TAING s T0 TAke youk

HAPPINESS WHERE Jov CAN
FIND 1T, R\GHT?

YEAH, 1 DON'T KNoW
11 SEem$ LIKE A
NICE WAy TO HELP
peopLE, RIGHT?

1 THINK 1D
WANT TO BE A PSICHIATRIST:
PSYCHOLOGY. SoMETHING
LIKE HAT?

HAHA.” o
MY G0D.7

WELL, YOV RE
el etoo 1 Dip?
START: YoU'VE
ALREADY MADE
Me HAPPY.

WHAT DD
1--?

' BELIEVE ME, MARIE,

i¢ T Tolp You How I TR
Been WAITING To ASK 9OV o FINLLY D
~out You Woutd NoT

BeLieve MeE.
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WHAT THE F\)%

£ SRR/




Yov \D1oT, /
oy FULKING
sex- CRATED

\DloT

YounG ENOVGH
<o Be YR DAMN

DAUGHTER ./

N FACT,

(f  ues oNw A FeW

YEARS CLPER THAN
AMBER , You SICK

Fucx' T'VE COT
W0 WORDS FOR




vod uST MADE ouT

WEH HeR A BT NOTHING
IF ANYTHING,

l 1 SHoutd

Too TRAUMATIC-
MY RUNNING AWAI LIKE A prOBABLY DO
a1 pROBABLY HUR (oMETHING 0
make up FOR AT,
pave no 4

AN ANY

MY MAIN THING
SHouLD BE STICKING WiTH
MY ORIGINAL PLAN: DoN'T TAKE
THAT FIRST SMOKE, BuT OTHER
THAN THAT TRY AND ALTER
THe PAST AS LITILE AS PosSIB

50° NO SCORING,
No MORE DRINKING, NO
MAKING NEW FRIENDS.
HANG OVT WITH THE GUIS
Fop AWHILE, CRACK JOME
FJoKeS, NO CIGARETTES
AND WE CALL TA

:\\ \" .(fl[lt ’

N
AR




I'T WitL BE NICE TO Be HOME AND
HAVE SOME NORMAL ADULT CONVER SATION
AGAIN. EVEN THE MosT SOPHISTICATED
TEENAGER 1S STiLL A TEENAGER.

4

TV. AND MOVIES (AN MAKe YJou FORGET THE SONG " NTS JusT ) 3
How AWKWARD AND... UNFORMED THeY ggiqg ouST yir?&,‘e *nrngl« wjéo ;,LTT::&E;S;QW
ARe. MAYBE A REALISTIC PORTRAJAL UNDERSTAND BUT WILLFULLY BLOCK IT OUT.
WouLd B€ TOO BORING...OR T0O MAYRBE WE UNCONSCIOUSLY REPACE ALL
PAINFUL. WHH MEMORIES FROM "FAMILY TIES" OR
“"HAPPY DAYS." &

NOTHING. T CALLED
MY MOM. SHE'S PICKING
ME UP IN HALF AN

IF NOTHING €L SE, MAYBE THIS
WHoLE TRIP WilL HELp Mg COPE WHEN
AMBER. AND JOPH ENTER THEIR OWN
YEARS OF DRAMA AND ANGST.

Hes! SPEAKING OF
WHICH, WHATS UP,
conN?

7 7 N ) N

il

il

I
I




PICKING You Up?
BUT. Wel, IM
SoRR v DIONT
HAvE A BETIER
’ TIME.
TRUTH BE
Toip, THIS WASN
QUITE AS FUN AS
1 EXPeCTeD.

WAL See?
1 -foLp
You (UYS

HeY, Do THINK 1T
WouLp B OKAY IF T
Lot A RIDE? COULP

SHe DROP M€ OFF ON
YoUR Wi HOME?

SURe. T™ SURE
SHe woulpN'T
MIND.

HeY, UH, Do ou
WANT To, LIKE, (OME
OVER (NSTEAD?

WE couLd
ST CATCH
“SpENSER,"

>

MY BROTHER
ot "PVTFALLTL"
por HIS BIRH-
DAY,

Rep? ¥ g 3 wisH T couh
prFALLT?"  BUT T Tod M9 MoM
AMMM.-- 1D Be Home, THANKS,

THouGH, DEFINITELY
NexT TImMe

!

‘0KAY, THEN, LeT Me GET MY
JAKET AND WELL WAIT FOR JouR
mom OoUTSIDE. "

oKAY),
cooL.
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EXCUSE ME, IF T
CAN JuST REACH
AROUND AND GET

UM No, No,
\Ts (0oL, WeRe
ALL CooL, (T3
susT M9 JACKeT
S, 1S o

5usT

o’
welt, v, I™M
GETNG A RIDE
IN CONRADS Mom Uy
N HER CPR S0

See YoV
LATER S

T
51’TTINL, & //L

1 was SusT
e CAME OVER

Hege AN, LIKE, SH

AND
1, BUT THE COUCH Was

uR, ST
yov KNOW, FULL, 50-- Hay,

LIKE, NEEDED A PLACE TO,

T .. I WHAT WAS
T SUPPOSED 0 DO
THERE?’)KICK His
ASS? AL HER A
TRAMP OR SOME -
THING 1 ReAuY DoNT
KNOW. DiD SHE WANT
Me To CAUSE A SCENE
To prove T STILL LIKED
Her AFTeR. WHAT T DD
out oN THE PA'r!o?4

AND WILL - WHAT
AN AssHoLE! He
KNows I LIKED
Her! THE GVJ
COpge DWCTATES HE
Keeps HIS HAND S
OFF HER, RIGHT?

eved IF TM
g ONE WHO ABRUPTLY

AND MYSTERIOUSLY STOPPED
MAKING OUT WITH HER,

|TS IN e
&) Cope!!
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APARGH, THILS
WHOLE MARIE THING waS
A BAD IDEA. pes THIS
Mead THAT (F 1 HAD ASKeD
HER OUT SHE (WOULD VE SAID
$? WOULD 'VE (AT (LeAsT
Mape ovT WiITH Me AT
SOME PARU?
WovLp Wikt
HAVE BEEN A JeRK
ANp TRIED TO WReCK 1T
Now My HIGH ScHooL
MEMORIES ARe RUINED
By THINGS THAT DIpN'T
EvEN HAPPEN/

THIS TIME
TRAVEL STUFF IS
A PAN IN THE ASE
1 Miss My WIFE-

SAY, CONRAD.,, T
W I WANT
To APOLOGI2E. Y




BEFORE , I FelT LIKE T WAS SORT

OF... PRESSVRING YoU DO THINGS YoV
DIpN'T REALLY WANT To DO AND,
ek, 1T wasNT RIGHT.

WHAT? SCREW YoV,
BUDDY,” T™M READPY
10 pate 1 JusT
HAVEN T FOUND A
IRL T WANTED
Zo AsK OUT YET/

NO, NO, T
KNow! T
JusT MeANT

Youke STiLL .
NG OV SHOUDN T

DRINK, OR, WHATEVER,
DATE, UNTIL ‘9?‘)
Feel LIKe YoJRE
READY.
yoUVE GoT
Tre WHOLE

25T OF v

Youl

gy,
Mitigq i
Wiy 1~

ANP, T DONT NoT DRINK BeCAUSE
M NOT "READY,"” T DoN'T
DRINK BECAUSE PRUNK
PEOPLE ARe "ANNOYING
P 1 Mean, Look
AT THIS PLACE! TTS LIKE
THey AL THOUGHT "HMM,
T™ NOT RETARDED ENOVGH.
WHAT CAN 1 DO TO MAKE
GAINS N THLS AREA?
| s know !
W PRINK
Jis purt
Suice!"

wetL, HA! OKAY, ALREADY/ T
NO, THANKS,  WITHDRAW MY APOLOGY.
TT MusTVE Been THe
PUM- UM JUICE TALKING,

T'™m SORRY. ..

Do You THINK We
SHoULD WAIT A LITILE FURTHER

FROM THE House? So YourR Mom
PogsN'T SEE -- DOESN'T MIsS

_____ , T i @
“ [E‘ki 822 7
_Ji=ad VN
LR

|~

I DoNT WANT To
WAIT ON SOME DARK STREET
WHERE SOME DRUNK DRIVER
Wite RUN US OVER/ PSsH!

(g e
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T 05T TouGHT
You MIGHT WANT-

Hor? O, 1 pon'T WK a1, WHAT'S
HAVE ANY, SoRRY./ GoING ON?
SOMETHIN &
1$ AgovT
To--

Do You GUYS _
WANT A SMOKE :

\\\\\

hA, No, T WAS
OFFERING YoU ONE.
A CIGARETTE.

iy, II[’I[”’W@// ‘ —

NO, THANKS.

K

A

{ ” s

M(Q\ Wi . > \_\__
B \\\ 3

o Lo ‘>%} )

“l

.

(0
% "
I’M/ A, ," )

W, lYa4, ™

i W

M“" r";'ﬂ,jf‘ﬁi’w)' )

ey Iy "




AT
THAT WAS
it/

AUAT WAS THe
MOMENT = was GOING
o Have MY FIRST
CGARETIE

1 pwt/
1 (HANGED
THe PAST.

g
,-v ’ “‘ |
By /IMI/J/::M[){

SYOFE L, MANZKOTEE BT Bowy LAt ChumPs wie (eRe! T ALwass

TM S3KOFFFKOFFZ TM3KE REMEMBERED Us SMOKING IN THE HOPES

1™ TUST ENTOYING A pure.  OF US LOKING (0OL TO THESE COLLEGE

Wit MY New FRIENDS/ GiRLs BUT CLEARLY THEY RE JusT MAKING
o ——

CONRAD, WHAT THE
HELL ARE YoV
DOING?

T GuesS T SHouLD've ReALized
THAT A BUNCH OF CO-EDS AREN'T
GOING To BE INTERESTED IN
Two PORKY FIFTEEN YEAR-OLDS
OH WeLL, ANOTHER MEMORY
TARNISHED. ..

HANDS UP,
WHO WANTS
ICE CREAM?



175 FUNNY BENG THIs
CLOSE To THE END. 1M EAGER

&ET HOME BUT VTS SORT

—_— by
OF BITIERSWEET

WHo DOESN'T
T WHAT
by D‘FFQ@EN‘IM

D
He CHANCE

T, ACTVALLY
HAVING THAT CHANCE .-
TS REALLY A POUBLE -
EDGED SWORD.

T KNow T
DAD WHAT = CAME BACK
To Do AND AT MY FOCUS

was THe SMOKING THING...
£ 1 HAVE DoNE
. MORE?

( \ 1 ASKED MARIE
AT TURNED ouT .IT'M
. AFRAID To THINK WHAT

D
~ 1 -TRIED TO
ANYTHING eLse’

BUT SHOULD
S
) ovT BUT BASED oN How
~ 9\0\
> ' MiGHTVE HAPPENED IF
i

\\
~ BUT ACTUALLY,
™~ 1 canT TAINK OF
MUCH ELSE T woutD

HAVE CHANGED., UNLESS &3 8
T REALLY WANTED TO DA,
CAANGE THINGS. N A




INSTEAD OF GOING
To CHOOL T Could Move
To SEATLE AND HELP
KYRT K\CK OFF THE

(WHOLE GRUNGE

1 il
N L7
N

A\

n
3

Nl
) Vi

v

17 couLd JUST
BE SOMETHING T couLb Do
SiMpLY BECAUSE M A YouNG
VY WHTH onNLY THE FUTURE
AWEAD, LIKE COMPETE IN THe
oLYMpics OR HAVE AN
AFFAIR WITH A
PROFESSOR -
W SPEND A LYNN, THE GIRLS,
YEAR LIVING IN MY CAREER .. WHY RISK
CrINA, OR PRAGUE. T Wit Some TIME
TRAVEL NONSENSE?
AHH, WHO At T LYNN... Gop,
KIDDING? THOSEARE 1 misS HER. T
ALL LOFTY GOALS, BUT I FeeL ASIF X HAVENT
pRETTY CONTENT WITH seen HeR IN YEARS ..
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WALT . WHAT
Haprenen??

l Time o 6eT VP,

CcoMe ON, COOKIE.

To BE LATE
COMING -+




I MAaY Be A LITLE -
LATE GETTING HOME FROM
WORK, $0 REHEAT THAT PIZIA

FRoM SATURDAY FOR Jov
AND GiNA, OKAY. <

MRS, JoUVRAY WilL
Be HeRe UNTIL SEVEN, BVT
I §Houp BE HOME BY THEN
<o HELP YouR DAD. HAVE
FUN AT ScHooL.

COME ON, ANDY,

WAKE UP. T nave To

Go TO WoRK, YoV HAVE

™ GeT To ScHOOL -

BUT...

1 dont want
b @ fo school
today.-

o1



Now? WHAT WENT WRONG?

1 WENTWRONG? .. ASumED-- THAT TURNING Down il
TAAT FIRST CIGPRETTE WOULD s NOTHING ELSET IE o
The| CHANGE MY DesTING, T THOUGHT wli‘«“.?éi”&’& WAY 1o

u "
T COMPLETED M9 MISSION' AND GeT Bk TR BULTHOOD 15

WouLp Wﬁ?‘“;ﬁ’;}%‘e To JusT GROW Up AL OVER
AM 1 SVPPOSE 077 AGAIN7
- |

$0... WHAT 70 T
A7 90 L DO T 1 menn, T JusT Guessep r Bt At 1 reRe W
|

RELIVE HIGH ScHooL, DAY L. RS

AFTER, MISCRABLE DAY, ALL b;/THErdci LosE MY VIRGINITY X would IT EvEN BE

OVER AGAIN UNTIL T GRADUATE WITH CAROL METER [N 17 Wi CARDL METER? FOR ONE

6o To (oLLEGE ANp SO ON + JuNioR JerR AT BROCKPORT T THING T DIDN'T evEN LIKE

AND S0 On? L CANT Do THAT! Wwon'T BE THE SAME ANXIOUS,  HER ALL THAT MV CH. NINE-
NAWE NINETEEN YEAR-OLY, T TEEN YEAR-OLD ANDY DIONT

THINK He C(oulp Be PICkY,

gven IF I DNT 60 INSANE
1'D B EXPERIENCING A WHoLE  BE AN AN YioUS, wozw-v;eaw
DIFFERENT Lise! FORTY- FOUR JEAR-OLD/ )]




WORE (MPORTANTLY, EVEN 1F T
WERE TO TRY AND MAKE THAT
HAPPEN AGAIN, TEN “THOUSAND
DECISIONS puT ME AT THAT SCHook
AT THAT PARTY ON TrAT week-
END - TRYING T0 RETRACE M
1eps Two DECADES LATER wiLL
e IMPOSSIBLE!

How DO T KNOW WHATS
IMPORTANT 2 WHAT WENT
INTo MAKING Mg THE MAN
T AM-- OR THE MAN 1
gecome 2 WHAT -~

=4 AND (5 THAT WHAT MY LiFg
|5 DOOMED To BE? TRYING TO
RECREATE MY OLD LIFE AS
ClosELd AS POSSIBLE, JusT $°
THAT I (AN (&7 BACK
OoNE? DO 1 HAVE TO Do \"T
ALL AGAIN? EVEN THE
m\sm«es?

Po I HAVE To PURPOSELY
SMASH MY MOM'S CAR INTO THAT
GUARDRAIL? WORK THAT AWFUL

1o Squage BUSBOY J0B? FAIL ADVANCED

PLACE MENT HISTOK‘?? po T
€T EMMA PREGNANT AGAN
S0 THAT WE CAN HAVE AN
ABORTION AND THEN WATCH R
RELATIONSHIP WITHER AND
Die OVER THE NEXT JeAR?

o8 s
Vi\\”"

MR. AMBROJE,
AN TGO T0
THE BATHROOM?



NO-
7 Now, [N TS
EXAMPLE, |F WE

Lel e X

T Tell You WHAT,
T Tt
IMPORTANT T KNow THE,
UH, GRSLY DETAILS STAY
PFTER CLASS AND We CAN
TALK ABOVT IT- UNTIL
TN, LET5 -

94

WALt "No?" ¥ NoTEVEN A “NO
JusT “Ne?"  UNTIL T Pw\sl:\ /T\:A\;T
EXAMPLE, ANSY? "

oR “NO, HoLp
1T IN, JouU CRY -
. Begs”’
WHY CANT T TUST
Go o THE gATHROOM
Pon'T You AT LEAST WANT

- To Know F 115 NUMBER
ONE OR NUMBER Two?

?

WHAT??

OKAY, SO INSTEAD OF JUST
LETNING Mg Go To Tre BATHROOM
Lk ANORMAL HUMAN BENG
Jou'RE MAKING ME STAY HERE
cven LoNGER?!



OKAY, THATS ENOUGH!
<

GET YOURSELF POWN TO
MR, UH, VALENTINES
OFFICE AND STAY THERE

VEAH, RIGAT! Here's
WHAT TM DoING, MR- HAYIBROSE™”
FIRST, TM GOING To THE STUPID

BATHROOM.

THEN I™

TG OUT OF
Ge CKING

95



T ... KNow YOUR

96



CHAPTER TEN

Too Muck Time
On W9 Hanos

MAJRE HELL SLIT
€ MY THROAT BeFORE
HE FONDLES ME.

7.7
.,// //’/ M

A=y Y
J n
i\
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EVEN TF DO EVER MAKE 1T

RACK T™ SURE TVE SCREWED
TAINGS P SO BAD THAT 1T
WilL ALl Be DIFFERENT.

IT™M OING
P ROVTE 132,
pogs THAT (€T

You CLOSER
T HOME? ﬁl

SuRe. T
LIvE RIGHT
OFF THeRE.

OR MAYRE T'M NOT IN"THE PAST"
AT ALL. MAYBE IM TusT SOME
FIFTEEN YEAR-OLD KID WHOS

HAVING A Népvous (OLLAPSE.

¥ MY DAUGHTER
GRADUATED IN

‘83, Yo KNow
> MAURA

g; /1 CﬁN’T THINK ABoVT THAT/ T KNOW IT<
}%;,11 AVE To FIGHT FOR MY FAMILY/ THE
i HAT AMBER. WILL NEVER Be Born, AT
9NN AND T WILL NEVER MeeT --

srop 11!
Srop 11!

98

MAJBE ... MAYBE NONE OF
THIS 1S REAL. MAYBE THAT
DOCTOR. D1 SOMETHING o

MAKE ME GO INSANE.
(A

Jov, U,
CvTTING OVT
oF SCHOOL,
THEN?

IF 1 CAN'T FIGURE A WAY OVT OF
THIs T. GVESS THATS WHAT MY LIFE,
MY ADULT LIFE, WILL HAVE BEEN -- A
(TRANGE DREAM OR HALLUCINATION:

YEAN., SHE'S
GOING TO
CORNELL NOW-
You HAVE ANI

coLeGe PLANS

OKAY THIS IS FINE
T LweRIGHT OFF SALEM
(0 TCAN WALKFROM
HeRE THANKS!!




i
2

3
. ™ j B
1. L | v‘ ;fn Hul
W oy, il
\A{ T
UK, HELLO, YES, ITM TRYING To
GeT THE NUMBER FoR A, VH,

RESIDENT OF HOHMAN,
INDIANA,

WELLOII Roge - MRS,
MOTLEY.” UH, HELLO,
MAAM, 1S LONN HOME
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WAIT/ 01D SHE
HYPNOTIZE YoV,
T00?7  yoy REALIZED

SoMETHING WENT
WRONG WHEN T PIN'T
CoMe BACK so YoV
CAME Back T°

OH, THANK
(709,/

You... KNow Me/

How -~ How 15

et POSSIBLE?
<4

W WO

P




CWE WIND UP MEETING FOR T WORWK WITH VITOS WIFE,
Tre FIRST TiMe AT YWUR MINDY, WHO INVITES ME TO
COUSIN VITOS FORTIETH THe PARTY To SET ME UP
BIRTHDAY AT A FRIDAYS IN WiTA HER FRIEND, RACHEL-

YONKERS.

WHAT?? Not No, 115 Me!
ANDY/ ANDY WICKS!

“BUT RACHEL WILL TURN 0UT  “yoyll HAVE JUST €N THIS  “you HAVE A PAUGHTER FROMA
To BE A DRIP, So T WIND VP AWFUL EXPERIMENTAL PLAY THE  PREVIOUS MARRIAGE AND SHE
TALKING To You INSTEAD. NIGHT BEFORE AND WE LAVUGH  yiLL CONSENT WHEN You TELL

ABouT THAT AND FALL IN LOVE. Her THAT 1 PROposep T0 Jov.

NV Y 2
Nh 2

&\L/,%;/ r =
7 7,
/m\\\w

C WeLL HAVE ANOTHER DAUGHTER,
SoPHIA, AND SHE - ="




102

I Guess

Tw B WAITING
For o0 AT
vitos PARTY,

THEN-

1 HoPE
You CAN
MAKE (.
1.

1 Love
Yov, LINN.
Kigs THeE
(WRes FOR
ME.




THE START
OF ANDY

TOMORROW, T GO RACK TO ScHOOL  [9QS.,, JeeZ. THIS IS
AND REPEAT THE TENTH GRADE.  THe VEAR “BREAKFAST
(0D, TALK ABoUT GETTING LEFT  (LuB" COMES OVT. T
BACK... SHop CLASS .. BIOWGY ST HAve SEEN AT
oo WHATEVER THAT STUPID MOViE SIX TIMES IN THE
MATH TreyRE MAKING ME THEATRE | HOW
TAKE I5... EMBARRASS ING./

THe ONLY ReAsSoN T

EVEN REMemper, THAT
1S THAT THIS 1S THE
SUMMER. DAD DIES
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REMEMBERED MY
AP AS BENG SORT OF
>, KLuTzY. IT wAs No B\G-

DeAL, JusT A RUIRKY,
- OMETIMES FUNN9 PART
OF WHo HE WAs.. LIKE
WS BeG A cugs FAN OR
THE WAY HE LAUGHED.
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41’5 KIND OF LIke FinD-
ING OUT THAT SOMEONE
15 AN AL COHoLIC: FonD
MEMORIES You MIGHT
HANE OF THEM BEING
TIPSY AT THE OFFICE
CHRISTMAS PARTY
SUPPENLY TAKE ON

A DPRKER TONE.

1IN 1983 MY DADS
KLUTLINESS TURNED
INTO MY DADS A.LS.
Loy GERRIGS
DISEASE-

17T¢ A HORRIBLE, HORRIBLE
DiSeAse FoR MANY REASONS,
BUT ONE OF THE CRUELEST
15 THAT, UsUALLY, YOUR
MIND 1S UNAFFECTED.

1S YouR BopY WHICH
Glves OUT-- BeTRAYS

| THE CREEPING

NUMBNESS 14
GRADUALLY !
TooK

OVER ~
His Bopy, N

TURNING  ~
7

TAE SUMMER. OF 1985
WouLD SEE HIM DECLINE
RAPIDLY. HE DIED OF
RESPIRATORY TAILURE
ON JuLY 29, NINE
DAYs SHY OF MY
SixTeeNTH BIRTHDAY.




T5 ANYONE EVER REALLY
PREPARED FOR THE DEATH
OF A PARENT? EVEN IF YoV
KNOW 115 COMING, AS WE
D, you PON'T REALLY KNOW
How You RE GoOING To
FEEL UNTIL-

1 AN, AND HAVE
MADE EXCUSES: T
WAS YOUNG, T WAS

AGERS ARE NARCIS-
15TV, WRAPPED
UP INTHEIR OWN
WORLDS.

CONFUSED, ALL TEEN”

THe THINGS T SAD,
M The THiNGs T DIPNT
Gh9.. T CANT EVEN
pEsCRIBE THE FEEL”
INGS. REGRET? SHAME?
RAGE? SORROW?

225578

g (1L %
S8 gaease

VA

iy 2

MY Mom, GINA, MY

RROTHER... WE VE ALL
TALKeD ABoVT (T, ABOUT
OUR COMMON EXPER~
|ENCE, BUT TVE NEVER
Toud ANYONE ABOVT
MY EXPERIENCE.

N '
) ,?/
a\(%»':\/_& -
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YEAH, Heh, WELL, SORRY
ABoUT THAT, THINGS'VE
JusT Been ... LIke.

110

whow Do You FEELY"
HE'S DING Jou ot/

1 KNow! T know!

guT GNE ME A BREAK !
175 NoT Like 1 HAD

1ime To PREPARE fok
Truis!

(As \F YOO
Coup PREPARE
Fop. Tris )




WELL, NOTHING
Too EXCITING , JoV
KNow+

OH, You KNOW: EACH
DAY 15... BETTER THAN THE

NEXT ... AS THED SAY.

TN e WHAT AgowT Jov?
. . . HoW ARE THINGS
GONG? .

SUsT A
CRALY TIME
LATELD.

MMM
Your Mom TOLD ME
Jou...HAD A BIG Date THE
OTHER NIGHT. ., YoV oLp
00G,... WHO IS SHE? A
CuTe oNE L BET...

HAHA! YEAH,
YghH, SHE (5 T
GLAD T FINALLY WORKED
Up THE Nerye To ASK
HER AT LEAST:

BUT WHO KNow's

S

17 Lets TusT 5aY
1 ReALLy CANT
WAt To Neyer Have
o Go THERe AGAIN.

N 4
A ALSO TRVE, \Q\

BuT THATS WHAT
Lifg |5 SOMETIMES...
31 Gets BETIER
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r T ReMEMBER  WHEN
YoU WeRE LITILE.. YoV
HATED GOING To SCHOOL IN PACT, 1
pup 11 BOTHERED ME BECAUSE came s ao(:fe
"1 Remipen ME OF HOW « o DROPPI
ouT ALL TOGETHER.
MUCH 1 HATEp VT, 00 -
BACK THEN. s :

ReALLy?? Jou?
wow. T HAD No
IDEA- WHAT

LapPENED?
WHAT

A, WeLL, Pop-poP GAVE

Me SoME GREAT ApVICE®
ngoggy "HE spp. " IF YoV
PROP ouT OF SCHOOL I WIu—}”

v

KK THe CRap VT ofF You:

NO/ T DINT/
TMATS PROBABLY
WHY 1T WoRKeD!

LEARNING THAT,
GeTrnG To HEAR STORIES \
Lie THAT? THATS
WHAT I THATS ...

ARAAHA/
Gop. SEE:
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THATS ... THATS THE KIND
OF THING T'VE.. TLL MIsS
WHeN You... AFTER You.--

SWVT, T SORRY TO...
To BRING UP, You KnNow, T
poNT MgAN ToGET ALL, OR
To GET YoV ALL, JovKNOW
AlL--

1 JusT WANT

£a) FACT, 176 KIND OF ..
(wet, 1 WoutpNT SA9"NICE” s ALL To... BE HONEST.
EXACTLY). B\f' T““K”“C’ Tne;zes No TiMe FoR
INT, 3

ABouT i 15

WE--WE BOTH 7
HAVE SO MUCH TO ]
SAY... AND THERES
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1 WATE THAT You Kips
HAVE T0.. GO THROUGH
AL OF THIS. PATTY, HES
A LITILE OLDER, BUT

Yo, GINA.

i[5 HaRp on Py, T Mean, T
T00./ Tve TRIED To BRING  GUESS HE DEALS WITH
ITUP Witd Him A BUNCH \T FINE, BUT, YOV

OF TIMeS BuUT HES-- KNow, NONE OF US EVER
REALLY... WE ...

SHIT, pAD! T CANT
Do Trg! T DON'T KNOW
WHAT 0 SAY// 175 JuST~

SToPPING
You?

TWHATS
SToPPING
MEe??"

WHATS STOPPING
Me s THAT YouRE
FUCNG DYNG, DAD!!
Yovke DYING!!
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‘ﬁOUK€ DAMNED RIGHT TM
ANGRYZ Now YouRE NOT GONNA
Be AROUND TO TEACH ME HOW
1o Do A THREE-POINT TURN OR
£MBARRASS ME N FRONT OF

L1721e MECARTHY WHeN T
BRING HER To THE STHID
PROM./ ,
You Won T
To YoUR (O-WORKERS
ABOUT ME WNNING
THAT DUMB SCIENCE
pRiZE/

MoMs GOING 10 HAVE
10 (O ON A BUNCH OF DATES
WITH TERKY GUYS WHO CALL ME

“SpoRT" AND WANT T0 ALK ABVT

FOOTBALL AND CARS, A° IFI
Give A SHIT/ AN TERKY GUys??”
GINAS GOING TO SPEND
Tre ResT OF HER LIFE
oy 10 REPAE 20
oNg ASSHOLE AFTER

ANOTHER! !




A SN T
(WRICALINNS DAD MAVE A TOAST

R LlEDDING AND WONDER

Hou) QROUD /0
WOULDVE BEE







SHRSHHS HH...

i 075 0,
V\UHH ne

4 %o Sorfy_ .
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TD (AVE ANYTHING TO GET
o see  Yov GV¥s GROW UP FINISH
ScHooL, FALL IN LoVE ... RETIRE whTH
YoUR MoM, DRWING AROUND THE
COUNTRY IN A WINN EREGO, GRANDK DS
w Al OF \T.

P o, 1o, PONT WORRY
ARUT 1T, BELIEVE ME, T
UNDERSTAND EXACTLY HOW

You feeL.

IM ANGRY,
T00.

11T .
(ESS THATS
L\FE.

Gop, 175 A
TERRIBLE 1RONY OF LIFE
THAT THe DeepesT TRUTHS ANT
RE E£XPRESSED WITHOUT LAPSING
INTO CL|CHE. OH WELL. ™S,
100, SHALL PASS, RIGHT ?
WER HEr
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MM... TF Jov DONT
MIND, I™M JusT GOING

To CHUT MY EYES FoR
L HATS OKAY
£ SURE THAT

. AWHILE. .. /
Al THIS

THIS e
Telis 15 1T IS’
17?7

AFTER THIS,
T NeveR - WE
NEVER ™ g
_

YouRE GOING
To GRow VP TO
SE A P\NG

MAN, ANDY ‘

Lo

g

Np MM DD
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HeEY, WHAT Do vou
Ay 10 A...GAME OF
BACK GAMMON LATER?

5 wWouLd LIKE
- <WAT MORE THAN

ANYTHING .. EVEN
Yoo ALWAYS

GOODNIGHT,
DAD.
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Thanks to Al, Andrew, Bob, Burr,
Club, Dave, George, Ger, Howard,
Jeanine, Jeff, Jim, John, Kurt,
Larry, Mr. Baptiste, Paul, Ringo,
Robin, Roger and anyone else who
helped me serve out my time in

high school.

Thanks to Brett, Chris, Matt and
Rob, the Top Shelf crew who
helped put this book in your hands.

Thanks to Chris, Mike, Tim and
Tony, my Ink Panther brothers.

Thanks for Aliza and Vania, my
Pink Panther sisters, and Ruby the
littlest Panther (for now...).

Thanks to lfmte/@, for her

seemingly endless patience,
support and love.
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Alex Robinsor lives in
New York City with his wife and
their two cats. His other books,

all available from Top Shelf

Productions, are Box Office
Poison, BOP!, Tricked and Alex

Robinson’s Lower Regions.

He graduated from high school
in 1987, and was voted “Host
Artistic” by his classmates. He
was not invited to the reunion.
weww.comicbootalex.com



[Page 84 includes an error

in which the protagonist, Mr.
\‘ Wicks, thinks the word “Dad”
instead of “Did.” This will not
be corrected in future edi-
tions, as it was intentional on
N the part of Mr. Robinson. The
publishers and proofreaders
wish to note their opposition
to including such grammati-
cally awkward and painfully

§ heavy handed foreshadowing,
Y but have let the issue rest

out of respect for the author.
We apologize if the author’s
stubborn refusal to listen to
reason, demands or threats at
all diminished your enjoyment
of another otherwise enter-
taining Top Shelf product.]
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"PRGDUETIONS

WARNING: Middle-aged Andy Wicks has tried everything to quit
smoking — from going cold turkey, to the latest choices in patches
and nicotine chewing gums, so he figures he’ll give this hypnosis
thing a try. What’s the worst that could happen? Unfortunately, he’s
dealt a fate worse than death — high school! He’s transported back
to 1985 and now Andy must relive his formative years, as a gan-
gly, awkward teenager. Is he doomed to relive the mistakes of his
past, or has he been given a second chance to get things right? One
thing’s for sure — this time he will not pass up the chance to ask out
that girl he has a crush on from his math class...

“This is Alex Robinson’s best book, and one of the rare comics
not written by Stan Lee to perfectly capture the tragedy and
triumph of being a teenager. Totally recommended.”

—Brian K. Vaughan, Y the Last Man, Ex Machina

“A master of the slice-of-life indie comic genre, Robinson brings
a strong dramatic force to his work as well. Robinson’s talent

allows his characters to be comprehensible even when they act
like spoiled jerks or sabotage their own chances for happiness
— but his authorial generosity returns them all to their own
best selves by the end.”

—Publishers Weekly
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