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The Aphrodite Protocol was
initiated in the late 20th
Century 1n an attempt to save
humanity from a predicted
extinction level event that

became reality in the year
2l02 AD.

The Protocol successfully
engineered and evolved
humans into new species that
survived in this new world
via technological singularity
and genetic enhancement.

The architect of the Protocol
created nine heirs to rule
over this new world. They
were placed in hibernation
for seven hundred years to
be activated in what became
known as the ASCENSION: the
year c2602- when the self-
proclaimed Gods of the IXth
Generation took control.
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“YQU THOUEHT
YQU COULY TEACH
ME ALESSON?”

“AFTER ALL T'VE DONE
FOR YOU ANP YOUR [RS8
PEQPLE?”
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&  wENwE
B FIRST LIBERATED
AN  SPERQS CITY AND
i ANNIHILATED THE EEN,
W MY SIBLINGS WANTED
: TO HAVE YOU
COUNCILWEMBERS
EXECUTED
ON THE SPQT.
PUBLICLY.

EDITOR'S NOTE.
SEE APHRODITE iX: REBIRTH VOL. 2!

MY LAPY

ONLY T WAS
EGENEROUS ENQUEH TQ
SPARE YOU. T THOUGHT

YQU MIGHT PROVE QF
SOME USE. T SUPPQSE
THAT WAS A
MISCALCULATION.

N\




THERE 1S NO
PLACE MORE
TACTICALLY
SECURE ON THIS
PLANET.

THERE 1S NQ
PLACE MORE
SAFE.

WE'VE ALREADY BEEN POWN THIS
ROAD, COUNCILWOMAN. ALL
YOU’VE PONE SINCE T LET YQU
LIVE 1S SQW PISSENT. PECLARE

T KNOW WHERE WE ME A TYRANT.
HIP EXECUTOR
CHRONQS!

MY RULE
SEEM S0
HARSH?
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“YQU HAVE NOTHING TO
FEAR IF YOU QBEY.”
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“MINE 15 ARULE OF LAW-- P
SUPERIOR TQ YOUR 0L - |5 Pﬂ g%
SPERQS IN EVERY WAY.” i o
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- TESTED. GIVEN ARQLE @ S |
AND A PURPQSE. * N
5l J | - %@
L 1= »
; &e’// S oo
o ' @
X O,
IS ~ //
= &S 2
R S 7
o . - [
R “ATHENS 15 A PLACE OF SIMPLE INSTRUCTIONS —-
Vi = / YOUR ONLY TASK 15 TQ FOLLOW THEM. THIS 1S A
e \ ' WELL-OILEP MACHINE.”
/ ’ N 5 4
S
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“THIS 1S WUST.”

“T EVEN HAD MY XVs
QUTFITTER WITH
EMOTIONAL PAMPENERS,
S0 THEY WQULY TREAT

' \\ YOU ALL FAIRLY,
¢ ; \ UNBIASED.”
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TELL ME-—HQW CQULD YOU IMPRQVE
UPON MY DESIEN? T HAVE STUDIED
EVERY CIVILIZATION IN RECORPED . FREEDOM?
HISTORY. I PO NOT BRA&G WHEN >
T CLAIM THAT MINE 1S THE
MOST EFFICIENT.

WHAT ABQUT
FREEDOM?

QFF MY SIBLINGS ALL
AT ONCE?

KNOW WHAT IS
LIKE, TRYING TO RULE e
YQU PEQPLE AND FEND P, . i

IT’S LIKE PLAYNG
CHESS, BUT INSTEAD
OF GMEPIECES T'M
FORCEP TOUSE 8§

THAT’S AMUCH
BETTER ATTITUDE.




ACCORPING
TQ ANCIENT MYTHOLQEY,
ATHENA 'S THE &QVPESS
QF WISPOM, AND
INSTRUCTION.

TELL ME, WHAT PQ
YQU THINK A JUST AND
WISE RULER WQULY PQ
IF SHE FQUNDP ONE QF

——SLINKING
ARQUNP IN THE

—— SPREAVING
PISSENT —

—— UPSETTING
SN THE SAFETY OF
SON \ THE REALIN--




BREEETBREEETBRECEELETBRLEELTR MO
O\ . Now? A
‘: ) . g N\ h ) L
A DIVERSION. - / 4 Siess o
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\ GETTHIS
BUS OUT QF MY
A \ o/ SIGHT. HAVE HER
/ | ! BROKEN POWN
/ 7 INTQ SPARE
/ < PARTS.
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SIVE ME AN
UPPATE.

% IT’S AS YOU

% FEARED——
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. ML BE
QVER WITHIN
4 THE HOUR.

i

T HAVE NO INTENTION A
OF ATTEWPTING TO
RESOLVE THIS WITHOUT
BLOOVSHED. THOSE
WHO 0 NOT QBEY HAVE
NO PLACE IN MY
DESIEN.

WE’LL HAVE TO UP QUR \
BORPER SECURITY, AS WELL.
THOSE WEAPONS QF THEIRS !
l/ ARE THE SAME ANTIQUES
/i 3 THAT ARTEMIS SUPPLIES HIS

=~ i // ARMIES WITH. HE MUST BE
> M
& 7 \ = g _“ s

Y\ | ] - \
R AR [ !{1‘,\‘! =
. )
PIPNTTHNC HE N ‘/ \ ' A |
AS SMART ENQUSH || | ] } A

N FOR SOMETHING \ - \ .
LIKE THAT. ‘ i 2\




b : x‘ , 8
N ! b/ “WE HAVE THE
AR || TACTICAL ADVANTASE.

“THIS WON'T BE A
BATTLE — T’LL BE

Y scrEW You,

N WE'RE DONE

| BENG YOUR
SLAVES]




WAIT A MINUTE.
SOMETHING 1S
WRON& HERE.




STATUS
REPORT.




REBELLION

€ WAS BEEN QUELLED L g / T
e o, - PATA INFERENCE

CASUALTIES WELL
UGEESTS THAT THIS |
WITHIN ACCEPTABLE EXPERENCE 1S R

PR A 5 ’
NUMBERS. c (@ P~ \ crrorveely %
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COUNCILWOMAN?

ARIANA QF SPERQS—-
FOR YOQUR CRIMES, YQU
WILL NOW BE FORCIBLY

PISMANTLED. ANY
SALVAGEABLE ELEMENTS
QF YOUR ANATOMY WILL BE
RECLAIMED FOR USE BY
THE STATE.

ALY ENOUGH. CEASE
ANY RESISTANCE N
X\ INMEDIATELY.
B \ ;v {
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LAY ™

NO,IPID. 3
COULDN'T AFFORY
0 TAKE ANY

THIS TIME
¥ 1'LL FINISH THE JOB —-
PESTRQY YOU ANP YQUR
CLONING FACILITY. THIS
WORLD WAS QURS, PAMN

LIVE FOREVER. WE WERE
\ MEANT TO BE ITS RULERS, &
W AND WE'LL TAKE i\
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YQU WEREN'T THE
SUPERIOR RACE —-YQU
WERE ON A PATH TOWARD
2 EXTINCTION.

\ 1

, OF COURSE
4 You A AR | 4K | WEDID.CTHE
{ vouoner || @ | : B 4 MEEK SHALL
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ALL THIS
TIME YOU ACTUALLY
THQUGHT YOU CQULY
CHNLENGE US?
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IT’S FORCED

ME TQ MAKE A FEW
CHANGES, WHICH, T
SUPPQSE, 1S WHY THE

CHAIRWOMAN’S PESIEN
ALLOWED FOR THIS
UTTLE UPRISING
QF YQURS.

THAT WAS
CLEVER, WHAT YQU
PIP--USING THE
EMQTIONAL PAMPENERS
AGANST ME. T

UNPERESTIMATED
y - ‘

FOR EXAWPLE,
NOW I'LL HAVE T\
W MASS-PROCRAM A BYPASS
FUNCTION FOR MY XVS/
EMOTIONAL PAMPENERS.
THEY'LL BE BACK IN
FIGHTING SHAPE N
SECONDS—AND WITH ~ f—
THEIR ORIGINAL LINBIC e
PROGRANNING.

BUT WHAT?

DIP YOU HONESTLY THINK
YQU CQULD SUBVERT ME THIS
EASILY? BESIPES, ONCE THEIR
EMOTIONAL SUBRQUTINES ARE
UP ANP RUNNING..WELL, IT’S
NOT LIKE YQU’VE TAUENT
THEM EMPATHY.




“YOU’VE ONLY
TAUEHT THEM
HATE.”

&
AN T

PLEASE —— HAVE ! . 4 NOTYET.

MERCY! T SHOULY P
HAVE QBEVED, T AS= 8 WILL BE.
KNOW! PLEASE, T'M
SORRY! /




T REALLY
SHOULY THANK YQU ——
T PREFERRED MY ARMY TO
BE UNFEELING MACHINES,
BUT THEY NEVER NEEPEP
TO BE THAT WAY.
THIS 1S A
TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENT.
T WAS WRONG TQ
PISREGARY EMQTION SO
COMPLETELY.

3 NOW, IF YOU'LL
PERHAPS THAT’S THE \ Exg\slsg M‘S, THE

REASON YQU SURVIVER UP UNTIL PEQPLE NEED TQ BE

THIS PQINT. PERHAPS THAT’S THE REMINVED THAT S0P

REASON YOU WERE BORN IN THE Y PVEBUEEGING 1S WATCHING..
FIRST PLACE. \ EXERCISE.

IN THIS GRAND, ELEGANTLY
PVESIENED WORLY, WHERE
EVERYTHING HAS ITS PLACE, YQU'VE
FULFILLED YOUR ONLY REAL
PURPQSE.

BUTLET
ME ONCE
AGAN QFFER

Yo MY --FOR THE

LESSON IN
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