B0OM LISCREIPAKSTAKESHIMIYAZAW ASITRIONATFARRELL
£ T

S TUDI O S

#1

M




SKY CORPS ACADEMY

LOS ROBOS, AZ :

Cover by s 'oﬁ 3

witenty  TAKESHI MIYAZAWA P " fioy, i)
GREG PAK with colors by TRIONA FARRELL ‘ ‘320”\6,200\"
ar

Illustrated by Subscription Connecting Cover by S ey %ﬂ * 10%0 / S
TAKESHI MIYAZAWA  MARCUS T0 Ko,

with colors by ADAM METCALFE ?Q,’a: g,
Ear, 2 iose,l
Colored by ' T !E’eeij"%%,_ by,
TRIONA FARRELL omage Variant Cover by

JUAN DOE . DYLAN TODD By, |
Lettered by t%%x e

Unlocked Retailer Variant Cover by o et e,
SIMON BOWLAND | 296
SONNY LIEW Bk

Designer Associate Editor Editor F" '
MICHELLE ANKLEY CAMERON CHITTOCK ERIC HARBURN (‘k

™

Created by )
GREG PAK 2 TAKESHI MIYAZAWA

MECH CADET YU No. 1, August 2017. Published by BOOM! Studios, a division of Boom Entertainment. Inc., 5670 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 450,
' I Los Angeles, CA 90036-5679. Mech Cadet Yu is ™ & © 2017 Pak Man Productions, Ltd. & Takeshi Miyazawa. All Rights Reserved. BOOM! Studios™

and the BOOM! Studios logo are trademarks of Boom Entertainment, Inc., registered in various countries and categories. All characters, events,
and institutions depicted herein are fictional. Any similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, events, and/or institutions in this
publication to actual names, characters, and persons, whether living or dead, events, and/or institutions is unintended and purely coincidental.
BOOM! Studios does not read or accept unsolicited submissions of ideas, stories, or artwork. For information regarding the CPSIA on this printed
material, call: (203) 595-3636 and provide reference #RICH - 755491. PRINTED IN USA.

BOOML

ST U DI O S
WWW.BOOM-STUDIOS.COM



SKY/COR ACADEMY.
LOS/ROBOS;ARIZONA i

= ; ‘ﬂ
| 1 : ‘) . \
f— _;!i“ '»:“‘,_,;.. — . 2" 4 ‘N TN
= - S _

—

i S, TS

“WE DON'T KNOW
WHERE THEY'RE FROM

1 OR WHY THEY COME...”

»
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..BUT SIXTY
YEARS AGO TODAY,
THE FIRST RECORDED
ROBO MECH
FROM OUTER SPACE
DESCENDED UPON AN
ARIZONA MOUNTAIN

BEFRIENDED

A BOY scouT

NAMED SK/P
TANAKA.,
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SKIP AND HIS &
ROBO MECH PARTNER
SAVED LIVES, WON
HEARTS, AND INSPIRED
GENERATIONS BY
DEFENDING THE NATION
FROM CRISIS AFTER
CRISIS... ‘




...CULMINATING

WITH THE RESOUNDING
DEFEAT OF THE ALIEN
MONSTERS KNOWN AS
THE SHARG.

|

| S

CAPTAIN
TANAKA'S BEEN OFF-
PLANET FOR YEARS,
FIGHTING THE 600D

...BUT TODAY, WE
OF THE SKY CORPS
CARRY ON HIS LEGACY,
TRAINING THE NATION'S
BEST AND BRIGHTEST
TO BE THE GREATEST
PILOTS, CITIZENS, AND

LEADERS THE WORLD

HAS EVER SEEN.

R AV

BECAUSE R
EVERY FOUR YEARS,
ANOTHER GROUP OF
GIANT ROBOTS ARRIVES
TO BOND WITH A

A BRAND NEW CROP

OF CADETS...

...AND
SOMEDAY,

ONE OF THOSE
CADETS MIGHT

BE YOU.

STANFORD!



(WE'RE
WORKING
HERE!)*

OON'T
OKAY ME.)

*TRANSLATED FROM CANTONESE.

IF YOU'RE GOING
TO DISRUPT THE
CEREMONY, You
MIGHT HAVE THE
COURTESY TO DO
IT IN ENGLISH.

( cereMONY's |
FOR

CADETS... 3
Il 7

AND NOW,
LET'S HEAR IT FOR
TODAY'S CHOSEN

CADETS!

SANCHEZ...
OLIVETTL...




GO ON.

CLEANTT ™ 1uars
WHAT YOU'RE
HERE FOR,
IGN'T IT?

BUT THEY i J
AN'T--THEY

/»\
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... THEY CAN
DO WHATEVER
THEY WANT.)”
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(THOSE KIDS.

I'VE SEEN THOSE
TRANSPORTS. NO ——lF
SEATBELTS.)

(YOU WANNA
BE UP THERE?
WITH THOSE
DUMMIES P>
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LIFE
% HARDNAAZ?
WE'RE ON THE
I ALREADY
BOTIOM)  (omy way
7O MAKE IT 18
TO WORK FIVE
TIMES HARDER HARDER THAN
THAN ANYONE f" ANYONE!
= ELSE.) g
= v ; BUT THAT'S
- NOT GONNA GET
4 ME A CHANCE
\ “’ // /
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DON'T WANT THAT |

KIND OF CHANCE, * (sareR
STANFORD.Y , ON THE

GROUND. >
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REMEMBER:
STEADY, EVEN
BREATHS.

SIR,
THEY'RE
COMING...

THE MOST
POWERFUL ...BUT
MECHS HAVE SOMETHING...

ALWAYS CHOSEN
THE CALMEST
CADETS.

VERY FIRST
ROBO MECH
LANDED RIGHT

EVEN
BELIEVE--

...6OMETHING'S
WRONG...













CLEAN
IT UP.

IT'S WHAT
YOU'RE HERE
FOR, HUH?




! \\\t\\‘\\\\“\ T

N
NS \\




Wi

\iu‘/

\u‘;Ammmmevm ‘
, \ y .:v/,

\ \ »%f |

) ,,; ,

X

\

a
- A“le <

/

S ‘
. : |
' |
\
b /
0
L

h At |

L i ,

\\\\\

E.

wz

;
/wwA___-‘
S
I ///w

’RE
LATE.

UYSB

YO
L
v

.V
4










YOUR
ATTENTION,
PLEASE!

THIS 15
THE SKY

YOU ARE IN
RESTRICTED AIR SPACE
AND IN POSSESSION
OF AN UNREGISTERED
ROBO MECH!

Z =2 /MMEDIATELY!

— =

OH, MAN. ///////

LAND LAND
1=

HI! Uh...THIS 1S
CRAZY, BUT I WAS
JUST B/KING AND

1 FOUND HIM

uh,
YEAH, I'M
STANFORD--

SUPPORT STAFF.
UNAUTHORIZED.
STEP AWAY FROM
THE ROBO.
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ARE UNDER
ARREST! DO
NOT RESIST!




LEAVE HIM

LEAVE Him Y v

IT ALL. THIS
ISN'T RIGHT.

ONE. STAND WHA...BUT...
DOWN. THE GENERAL'S
ORDERS WERE VERY
SPECIFIC, SIR.
WE CAN'T--
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y| GONNA BUST
y \ You Two up
AGAIN...




THAT YOU'VE
GOT SKIP
TANAKA ON
YOUR SIDE.




YOU WORKED
HARDER THAN
Sl?gZLYpogE. ANYONE N THAT

[ ] -
“T KNOW SCHOOL.
1 ” &
YOU'RE ANGRY. BEST GRADES,

H BEST APTITUDE
TESTS, BEST
EVERYTHING.

I'M MORE
PROUD OF You
THAN YOU CAN
IMAGINE.
BY EVERY
OBJECTIVE MEASLIRE,
YOU SHOULD BE
PILOTING ONE OF
THOSE ROBOS.

BUT I'M
GLAD YOU'RE
NOT.

WHY SHOULD
/  You BE AT THE
WHIM OF SOME ALIEN
|  ROBO'S FLAWED
CHOICES...
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A BOY AND
HIS GIANT ROBOT

Once a year, giant robots from outer space come to Earth and bond with
young cadets from the elite Sky Corps Academy to defend the world
from the terrifying aliens known as the Sharg. It's a great honor to be
chosen, but for Stanford Yu—the janitor’s kid, not even a real cadet—it
was only a dream...right up until a lost robot picks him anyway.

Greg Pak

Writer

Takeshi Miyazawa
Artist

What are you most excited for people to experience
when they pick up Mech Cadet Yu?

Pak: I'm excited for folks to meet Stanford Yu, identify with him
as a scrappy underdog, and thrill with his experiences as he
bonds with a giant robot and joins the Sky Corps Academy. This
isa story that's packed with ridiculous fun and escapism—uwhat
could be cooler than to have your own giant robot, right? But it’s
also one of the most heartfelt things I've written in years.

Stanford’s a kid; his emotions are all right there, just beneath
the surface. He's figuring out who he is and where he belongs,
and he’s got that amazing kid mix of astounding resilience and
fortitude and optimism combined with immense vulnerability.
All of this comes out in particular with his relationships and
conflicts with the other kids at the academy. | think we come
back to stories about kids at schools like this because finding our
posse and navigating through oppressors and bullies is such a
formative experience for so many of us. It's a huge amount of

fun to be writing a story like this and | can’t wait for it to get out
into the world.

Miyazawa: Greg sums it up better than | ever could have. I'd
just like to add that the robots have been a joy to design and
draw, but the human relationships Greg is writing for this series
are what's really motivating and pushing this story forward for
me. Stanford is just so darn relatable. All I can say is, expect
a gamut of emotions along with the gut-wrenching to fist-
pumping moments.

You two have been a dynamic duo for a while! What'’s
your partnership like?

Pak: | love working with Tak. He's one of those artists who just
kind of knows how my brain works. | tend to write characters
who work their way around their emotions with wry humor,
awkward social moments, and the occasional glimpse of raw
vulnerability. Tak totally gets all those nuances and delivers
on all of the humor and heart in those situations—I just love
it. He also loves the same kind of big action and giant robots
and ridiculous genre fun that | adore, so it’s always a total blast
teaming up with him.

Miyazawa: | love working with Greg. His writing is so visual
thatit’s a treat breaking down his scripts. Add to that, his perfect
balance of humor, drama and action. It's great working with
someone who shares such similar instincts in their work. Plus,
I respect and appreciate him for constantly challenging himself
with new concepts and genres to work in and always giving me
ahead’s up when he has a great idea.



Stanford starts out in a rough spot; he’s a bright,
talented kid, but with no opportunity to prove it. Were
you ever in Stanford’s position?

Pak: Absolutely. We all were, right? | was thinking about this
a while back, and so many of the characters I've loved over
the years are underdogs. Almost all of us, no matter how put-
together or successful we might appear to others, came up
through the world feeling like the underdog. I love stories that
admit and embrace this. It makes for deeply human, honest
storytelling on another level, too—none of us get anywhere
without hard work and without the help of others. Set that kind
of journey in the middle of an incredibly high stakes world in
which kids with giant robots have to fight alien monsters, and
you get a ton of ridiculous genre fun with massive heart.

Miyazawa: | think everyone has been an underdog at some
point in their lives. | know | have. It’s a frustrating and lonely
place to be, but the victories you score afterwards shine
that much brighter. | can’t wait for readers to see how much
Stanford glows.

You've both got a lot of love for giant robots—what are
some of your favorites?

Pak: When | was a kid, | collected Micronauts, which were the
immediate predecessors of Transformers. The biggest Micronaut
was a huge robot called Biotron, who had a see-through hatch in
his chest where a smaller Time Traveller figure could ride. These
toys originally came with no backstory at all—the incredible
Mantlo/Golden Marvel comic series came at least a year after
| got my first Micronaut toys. So | had the chance to just stare

Issue One Cover
Takeshi Miyazawa

at and play with that toy for hours and weeks and months, just
imagining the world and relationships that resulted in a dude
being able to ride around in the chest of his giant robot. That
whole idea blew my mind—it seemed so cool and strange and
weirdly comforting, right?

I think that’s some of the attraction of giant robot stories—
particularly giant robot stories involving kids. Kids are small
and vulnerable—giant robots are huge and powerful.
There was something incredibly compelling to me as a kid
to imagine riding around in my very own giant robot. | think
that’s a feeling we can carry all through our lives and it's
absolutely part of Mech Cadet Yu.

Miyazawa: | was a huge Transformers and Gobots kid. | couldn’t
get enough of the toys and the shows. But the Gundam manga
and anime were what really cemented my love for robots and
science fiction. The attention to detail towards the robots, the
environments, and characters was staggeringly beautiful to
6-year-old me. The politics and story were completely beyond
me, of course, but it was enough to leave a lasting affinity to
Gundam and giant robots.

What can we look forward to seeing in future issues of
Mech Cadet Yu?

Pak: In the process of bonding with a giant robot, Stanford
inadvertently makes an implacable enemy of a fellow student,
an older girl named Park. So we'll see a big rivalry developing
between those two—uwith some spectacular payoffs down
the road. [l
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