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I don’t
understand... \& Isn’t this...
Why are we lsh’t this That’s why
out here? dangerous? you need
i — to follow
me.




Wait,
is anybody
watching?

Okay, here.
Get in quick,
before anyone

sees us.




Wh-what?
What is this
place...? Am I
stepping in
poop?

Oakley,
I swear, if
I'm stepping
in poop...

Oh, sorry.
I'm kinda used
to the dark.

I mean, I overheard
maybe? What's one of the other
going on, workers whispering
Oakley? at lunch. About the
catacombs under
the O/d Temple
to the Four
Winds.

There.
Is that
better?

They said
[ that that’s where
\ the weirdbloods
were hiding.

Weirdbloods...
Why would I
want...?




He said
the rumor was
there was some-
body down in
the tunnels.

Somebody
who could take
the weird out
of their blood.

Some kind
of witch.

That sounds
like a bedtime
story.

Yeah,
I thought so,
too...

But then
I went to the
pipe system
right above
where we
are now...

And
I could hear
whispers.




It’s the
story of
Esseriel. Do
you know




Sorry! We
know we
shouldn’t

be--

told us in

No, no...
I didn’t mean
to scare.

You are on
the right path.
I’ll walk with
you a ways,
if you don’t
mind...

I can
make sure
you get to
her. Get to
the witch.

Please...

I do not
care for the
light. Just
keep walking
ahead of
me.

There were
once four great
races of human-
kind, and by the
grace of the Winds,
our species ruled
over this world.




“The North Men ruled
over the frosty forests
of the Borean Waste, by
the grace of the North

Wind and all its cold,

powerful tempests.

“The West Men ruled
over the Sunset Peaks,
by the grace of the
West Wind and its
warm, calming breezes.




“The East Men ruled over
the Skydrenched Isles, by
the grace of the East
Wind and its cooling,
life-bringing rains.

“And the South Men
ruled over the
scorching deserts
of the Notunlands,
by the grace of the
South Wind and
its sandstorms...”




*Once a generation, the Winds
would call their children together
from the four corners of the
world, to meet on the island s
they called their home. -

“These meetings brought a
great peace, and a dream of
a united world, where all races
of man would come together
on Esseriel and rule it.

’u-.
/ “Esseriel.

“They were proud of what their
respective empires had built, and
so they shared the fruits of
their kingdoms, and their latest
discoveries of the world...

“They say the Winds
promised to give their
children the gift of

flight, and mastery
over the air, should they
come home to them.”




‘But the Empires of Man
had more to explore, more to

discover, and so, time after
time, they set off back to
their corners of the world.

*And so the Winds
let their children
go forth into a
world, not knowing
the danger that
awaited them.

‘Because there was
another force in
this world. A darker,
stranger force...

P -

‘A god of the wild
wood, who envied the
freedom of man to go

from place to place...

“And envied the Winds
most of all. For their
power, and for the
devotion man had
bestowed upon them.”
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4 “And so the God of the Wild Wood
unleashed his wrath upon the world.

“He corrupted all growing
things so that they would
spawn its monstrous children.

“The terrible Sprytles, who with
a single touch could twist a man’s
blood into something strange...
Something weird. Marking them
of the earth and not of the air.

“The Faerie of the
deep forest, with
their monstrous claws
and terrible wings...

“‘And the Vampyre
of the rock-strewn
deserts, with their pale
skin and razor teeth.

“The human kingdoms
began to fall, one by
one, across the world.

“In time, the Men of
the East and the West
stopped coming to the
meetings on Esseriel.”




“The Four Winds implored the
Empires of the North and South
to retreat to their embrace.
To fortify with their power.
To become their children
as they had long promised.

“But the men were proud.
They had built great wealth

and power and wanted to
keep it. They decided to fight.

‘But the God
of the Wild
Wood was

too strong...
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| “one last ship from the Northern Empire and one last "
ship from the Southern Empire set forth for Esseriel. | g
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‘They prayed to their
Winds, hoping to be gifted
with the power they had

long been promised. But
there came no answer...

*And when they reached the island, they found it infested with
the Sprytles of the nature god, with encampments of Faerie
in the great woods and Vampyre in the great deserts.

“The great city on the Windshorn
Peak was abandoned. The Four
Winds were nowhere in sight.
They had fallen to their rival.”




“The remnants of the
two empires built a great
walled city to protect
them from the corrupting
wild nature of the world.

‘What we now call Pipetown,
but is known formally as the
Last Empire of Man.

“The children of the
two dynasties wed
and created the
bloodline that sits
on the throne to
this day, with the
great King Yossar
and his son, Yorik.

“And those of
magic blood
were banned
from the city to
protect the last
true humans
in this world.”




Is that...
Is that all

real? So they

say. That is why
the King holds the
Blood Laws so
dearly. That is why
I have come here
tonight.

Do you have...
Are your ears
pointy, too? Yes, child...
My ears are
pointed...
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W-what...What J

Didn’t survive the
process...Too much

happened to i
el 4

Wwynd...
Maybe this
was a bad

idea...Maybe

blood lost...

No. If
they’re all
here, there
has to be

we should some truth

to it,

We can'’t
go back. Not
when we’re
so close.




I, uh...
I want to Affliction?
see her. The You don’t seem
witch. like much...

It’s a...

It’s my ears.
But that’s just
the start,
right?

Trymg to
catch it early
Yes. It’s wise..

You
have the
fee?




Oakley, that’s

like Four months’ Five,
actually.

A promise
is a promise,
j right?

I don’t want
to lose you.
Okay?










Oh god, I think
I'm going to
throw up...

What's
happening
to them?!

It’s called
transfusion. ,
It’s
a technique
I developed
in North-
port...

We draw out
the weirdblood

¥ and supplant it with

healthy, human blood.
It can take some
time...




This is all You're
of him? No fur? the
No flowers? No witch?

branches?

No branches.

I'ma docton‘ Do you know what did
My name is Myr. this to you? What kind
I came down to of Sprytle?

Pipetown a year ago

to try and help

the weirdblood There

population... are different Sure.

. Yeah. Loads
kinds? of them.

I dunno. I've had the ears
since I was a baby, but

they’re getting longer bad dreams,
as I get older.

And there’s
no other I..I have
symptoms? bad dreams.




Here, I can
test you.

I've been
classifying
the different
breeds...Hold

out your

This is all so e I can deal
gross I can’t even with gross if it means
handle it. I can stay here. In
Pipetown. Live openly,
with you and Miss

Now let’s
see what kind
of weirdblood

you’ve got.

This is every- | ===
thing I ever Thank you,
dreamed of.  Qakley. Thank
you so much for
finding this place.
I don’t know
what I would do
without you.
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When the
King alerted me that
the Prince had been
kidnapped from the
castle, I suspected we’d
find some secret I promised

encampment. him I would find it.
And I am a man of

I knew
there was a stink
coming up through

the cracks...

You should have tried to U : :

leave. 1 likely would have = Ry - = Orders, sir?
caught you, but a few of Some of you e
»yOU might have gotten may have even been

over the walls. able to dodge my riflemen.
A But thankfully you rounded
yourselves up, nice
and easy.

Kill them. All the
weirdbloods and
their foul handlers.
We cannot risk
contamination
spreading.




No buts.
We have to

GO/’

She’s right.
You need to
go, now.

And we
need to get as
many people
out of here as

we can...

We need to collapse
the tunnels. Lock them
away from us.




il / You need to survive. |
I\ I need you to promise [i}
me you’ll survive. /

You’re not like the
rest of them. Find my
sister in Northport. She’ll
explain. You need to get
out of this city.

Is there a way
into the main pipe

THEY HAVE
A BATTERING
RAM!

winds bless y
journey, young man.
It’s going to be a /long
one, I'm afraid...But
it could change

( Three lefts and ¥ May the "‘q
our

RUN, CHILDREN!
YOU HAVE TO




I can’t save
them, but I can
save you, if we I can take

leave now. us through the
secondary line,
back to the Dark
Spout. It’s going
to be grimy but
I can get us
there.

4

We can’t
Just let them
dief




This blood is
fascinating...

I'll have to
introduce myself
to it, personally.




hav;g:vyei:irs;is - ———a : But why is this
e o i ?
I think _ happening?
he said the
Prince was
kidnapped.

I don’t know,
Wynd. I really
don’t.

Okay. Just don’t say
We need to we'll stay anything, and follow
get above | in the shadows. me. I'm going to get
ground, We can move with
now. the crowds. You
need to keep
your hood up,
okay?




We’'re just =
wrapping our shift. |
Just want to get
home.

He doesn’t
look like he’s in
the Corps.

I want :
you to take

e

e

He got his worksuit
drenched so bad the y
shift leader decided / 7/ Don’t get
to burn it. 1 too close or
you’ll get a

Trust
me, you don’t
want--




DON’T HURT
HER/!

i You don’t
| want her. You




And what'’s
the meaning of this,
now? Terrorizing
children?

Yer bad
enough as it
is, without
bothering
innocent--

Stand back
and let me do

Nah,
don’t think




I'm sorry
too, for that
matter.

Get yerself
to the Spout.
And hurry. I’ll make
enough of a mess
to turn them
around a beat.

> Yer mam told
me to get her children

home, and no bootlickers
are going to stand in
the way of my doing

\ just that.




I feel...
like my chest
is going to
explode.




WHAT ABOUT = S
THIS IS You're still Y
alive! That's |

We can
still get you
out.

Mom,
are you...?!




What are

they doing here? This is

/ my house/
Who are they?! Who ars

you?!

I don’t even
know how to
answer that

question. Thorn,

kill them.
We can’t allow
withesses.

I'm not
going to Kkill
them.

Well, do
something?




Stop, Yorik.
Look at how
scared they

are.
Well,

I’'m scared
too.

Why do
you know
who I am?

Are you okay?
Are you in one

Titus...He
helped make a
distraction.

Bless him.
I hope he'’s
all right.

You’re the
gardener.




Let’s not go
there, love. We need
to make quick strides
if we’re going to make it
to Southport by sunrise.
I've packed the boat
already.

The Duke’s
Men will take
them out to sea.
Our contact should
be waiting at the
mouth of the
tunnel.

You've Not as long ,
been with ' as I should We’ll have

h b . a nice long chat
E‘:f;f‘fﬁ;ss ave been about it when I'm

. back, and then you
time. can apologize to

Wynd, I packed
a few things for you.
I'm sorry. There’s no time
to swap them out. We
need to leave now.

me for being
so cruel.

Oakley,
you'll have
to make your
goodbye




{ I'msorry.I'm
==& sorry I made you

o g promise... I'm sorry...
| 1 aj'
B " g

v RRT\NG!!.'

doesn’t sound
like a fly.

It’s probably =
nothing. Just a bar
fly ignoring the )= /
closed sign.

Hello?
Is someone




afraid we’re
closed for the
evening.

Yes.
Someone

Oh, I'm sure

we could make an

exception, couldn’t
2

We’ve been
at it all night,
and I'm rather
parched.

An exception,
then. I'm afraid the
kitchen is closed, but
I suppose I can pour
a few flagons for
the King’s Men.

‘ Do all the
men get some,

or just the

Captain?

[}

Oh, let’s
make it a
party.

We could
even invite
whoever’s spying
on us from the
doorway.




Hijeps
- 2 It’s okay,
'/ dear. These kind

I N
men just needed | R
a drink. There’s
"\ nothing to worry -
1 b

No...Oakley,
my sweet. I'm
going to need you
to do me a big
favor, while I help
these men.

b, I think I'm
not going to be
able to run that
errand I was
talking about [ don’t you
after all. take care
- : \ of it for




That wouldn’t
be a problem now,
would it?

She just needs
to run down and get
the package from the
pantry. Then she’ll be
on her way.

Oh, certainly.
We wouldn’t want
to inconvenience
you. /

I'm not
sure I know
the way.

Oh, I'm
sure you'll
manage. You're
a bright
girl.

IL.TI
be right back
up, then.

. That'’s
why I /Jove you
so much.







¥ What? No.

It’s bad, We’re not going Is pouring

huh? anywhere. Your beer for the

mom--
Bandaged
\ Mang. She’s...not

coming.

We
have to be
fast.




. Girl,
Why did what’s your
There name?
isn’t time for
that now. We
need to keep
going.

I can only
promise not as
Thank you, horrible.
Oakley. I promise
he’s not as horrible I'm Thorn
as he seems. . =g Cherrywood. How
> ) about you?

He better Y
be worth .
all this. =

Then you
stay at our backs.
We need some
wind power right
now. Okay?



is my favorite l_

It’s the chase. It’s no fun
when they know they can’t
get away. No ¢Arill to
the hunt.

You need
to offer a little
hope, that they
might see
tomorrow.

Otherwise
there’s no art
to it. It’s just
blood.

I..I don’t
know what

you’re talking
about.




} Not that it
matters, anymore.
Not to you.
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VER YOUR COMIC SHOP

CHECK OUT A SELECTION OF OUR DEDICATED RETAIL PARTNERS CARRYING THE BOOM! BOOKS YOU LOVE!

OHIO
The Laughing Ogre
www.facebook.com/
laughing-ogre-comics-high-
street-107581395938704

New Dimension Comics (Ohio Valley)
www.ndcomics.com

Paper Street Trading Company
www.facebook.com/
paperstreettradingco/

Robot Zero
www.facebook.com/robotzero

Superscript Comics and Games
www.superscriptohio.com

Up Up & Away
WWW.Uuacomics.com

Watchtower Heroes
www.watchtowerheroes.com

Wonder Comics and More
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2284395091827994/

OKLAHOMA
All-star Comics
www.llstarcomicsokc.com

Impulse Creations
Comics & Collectibles
www.impulsecreations.com

Things From Another World
(Beaverton)
www.tfaw.com

Things From Another World
(Milwaukie)
www.tfaw.com

Things From Another World
(Portland)
www.tfaw.com

Tony's Kingdom of
Cards and Collectibles
www.facebook.com/TonysKingdom

PENNSYLVANIA
4th Wall Comics
www.facebook.com/4thwallcomics

AA Comics and Cards
www.aacomicsandcards.com

Alchemist’s Cove Games & Comics
www.facebook.com/
alchemistscove

Amalgam Comics & Coffeehouse
www.facebook.com/amalgamphilly

Atomic City Comics
www.facebook.com/
AtomicCityComics

Bennie’s Comics
www.facebook.com/Bennies-com-

Mammoth Comics ics-cards-256593674352252/
www.mammothcomics.com
Books Galore
Speeding Bullet Comics www.eriebooksgalore.wixsite.com/
www.speedingbulletcomics.com home
Wizards Asylum Comics & Games Brave New Worlds
www.facebook.c izardsnorman www.l Idscomics.com
OREGON The Comic Store
Books With Pictures www.comicstorepa.com
www.bookswithpictures.com
Comic Store West
Bridge City Comics www.comicstorewest.com
www.bridgecity.com
Comic Swap
Comic Adventure www.comicswap.net
www.comicadventure.com
ComicZen
Comic Cave PDX WWWw.comiczenpa.com

www.comiccavepdx.com

Cosmic Monkey Comics
WWW.cosmicmoneycomics.com

Excalibur Comics
www.facebook.com/excaliburcomics

Floating World Comics
www.floatingworldcomics.com

Future Dreams
www.futuredreamsbooks.com

Geek Geek Nerd Nerd
Comics Toys & Collectibles
www.geekgeeknerdnerd.com

Iguana Comics

Other Worlds Games & Comics
www.otherworldgames.com

Rogue City Comics
Www.roguecity.com

Comix Connection (2 Locations)
www.facebook.com/
comix.connection

Eides’s Entertainment
www.eides.com

The Encounter
www.facebook.com/encountercomics

Hooked on Comics
www.hookedoncomix.net

Infinity Comics and More
wwuw.infinitycomicsandmore.com

Isle Of Comics
www.isleofcomics.com

Jaf Comics
www.jafcomics.com

Jaw Dropping Collectibles
www.jawdroppingcollectibles.com

Krav'N Comics
www.kravncomics.com

New Dimension Comics
(Century Ill)
www.ndcomics.com

New Dimension Comics
(Ellwood City)
www.ndcomics.com

New Wave Comics & Collectibles
Www.newwavecomics.net

Phantasm Comics
www.phantasmcomics.com

Phantom of the Attic
www.phantom-attic.com

Pittshurgh Comics
www.pittshurghcomics.com

Pulp Nouveau Comix
www.facebook.com/pulpnouveau

Showcase Comics & Games
www.showcasecomicsandgames.net

Tales of Adventures
www.toacomics.com

Wade's Comic Madness
www.comicmadness.com

RHODE ISLAND
Toy Vault Warwick Mall
www.thetoyvault.com

SOUTH CAROLINA
Borderlands Comics & Games
www.facebook.com/
borderlandscomicsandgames

Captain’s Comics and Toys
www.captainscomics.com

Collector’s Vault
www.facebook.com/thecollectorsvault

Cosmic Rays Comics
www.cosmicrays-online.com

Galactic Comics & Games
www.galacticcg.com

Planet Comics
(2 Locations)
www.planetcomics.com

The Tangled Web
www.twebcomics.com

SOUTH DAKOTA
Brookings Book Company
www.brookingshooks.com

Heroes and Villains
https://heroes-villains.business.
site/Tm=true

TENNESSEE
901 Comics
www.901comics.com

Blackthorn Game
Center and Comics
www.facebook.com/

blackthorngameandcomics

The Cellar Tabletop Games & Comics
www.comiccellaronline.com

Comics Unlimited
www.comicsunlimited.com

Comix City Too!
Www.comixcitytoo.com

Dewayne’s World -
Comics & Games
www.dewaynes-world.com

Dragonfly Comics & Collectibles
www.dragonflycomics.com

Epikos Comics & Games (2 locations)
www.epikosccg.com

Golden Age 1942
www.thegoldenage1942.com

Heroes Wanted
Comics And Collectibles
www.heroeswantedcomics.com

Infinity Flux
www.facebook.com/
infinityfluxchatanooga

Rick’s Comic City
www.rickscomiccity.com

Z's Comic Lair
www.facebook.com/zscomiclair

TEXAS
The Adventure Begins
Comics and Games
www.theadventurebegins
comicsandgames.com

Arkham Comics & Games
www.arkhamcomicsandgames.com

Austin Books & Comics
www.austinbooks.com

Bedrock City Comic Co (Houston)
www.bedrockcity.com

Bedrock City Comic (Houston)
www.bedrockcity.com

Bedrock City Comic (Westheimer)
www.bedrockcity.com

Bedrock City (Sugarland)
www.bedrockcity.com

Black Sheep Comics
www.facebook.com/
blacksheepcomicselpaso

Collected Fort Worth
www.staycollected.com

Collected Keller
www.staycollected.com

Collectors Authority
www.collectorsauthority.com

The Comic Vault
www.thecomicvault.com

Comics Plus
www.facebook.com/
comicsplusce

Comix Cafe
www.comix.cafe

Doc’s Comics & Games
www.docsgames.com

Dragon’s Lair
Comics & Fantasy (Alamo Ranch)
www.dlair.net/alamoranch

Dragon’s Lair
Comics & Fantasy (Austin)
www.dlair.net/austin

Dragon’s Lair
Comics & Fantasy (Houston)
www.dlair.com

Dragon’s Lair
Comics & Fantasy(San Antonio)
www.dlair.net/
sanantonio

Kaboom Comics & Collectibles
(McAllen)
www.facebook.com/
KaboomComicsMcAllen

Kaboom Comics & Collectibles
(Weslaco)
www.facebook.com/
KaboomComicsWeslaco

Kiblers Kollectibles
www.KiblerKollectibles.com

Generation X
Comics & Games
www.facebook.com/
gen.x.comics.games

Gotham Newsstand
www.gothamnewsstand.com

Heroes & Fantasies
www.heroesandfantasies.com

Hive Comics & Table Top Games
www.thehivecomics.com

Keith’s Comics
www.keithscomics.com

Lone Star Heroes Comics & Toys
www.facebook.com/
lonestarheroescomics

Madness Games
wwwmadnessgame&com

Man-Cave Comics
More Fun Comics And Games
www.facebook.com/morefuncomics

Monster’s Lair Comics
www.monsterslaircomics.com

Oiltown Comics
www.oiltowncomics.com

0ld Major Comics

Outer Rim Collective
www.outerrimcollective.com

Pastime Comics
www.pastimecc.com

Red Pegasus Comics
www.redpegasuscomics.com

Rogues Gallery
Comics & Games
www.roguesgallerytx.com

Space Cadets
Collection Collection
www.spacecadetscollection.com

To discover more fine comic shops that stock BOOM! Studios titles in your area, visit www.boom-studios.com for a full list of our participating retail partners!
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FROM USA TODAY
BESTSELLING AUTHOR

C.S. PACAT

AND FAN-FAVORITE ARTIST
JOHANNA
THE MAD

“...gorgeous artwork that sizzles with
sports-fueled tension and chemistry...
This is one action-packed, slow burn
not to be missed.”

—TEEN VOGUE

V4

VOLUME 2 ON-SALE
NOw!

VOLUME 3 ON-SALE
NOw!

800! 80X DISCOVER YOURS
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JAMES TYNION IV + MICHAEL DIALYNAS
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$4.99US DIALYNAS 2020
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JAMES TYNION IV + MICHAEL DIALYNAS
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$4.99US MOMOKO 2020
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JAMES TYNION IV + MICHAEL DIALYNAS

WYND

ONE PER STORE US DIALYNAS 2020
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JAMES TYNION IV + MICHAEL DIALYNAS

WYND

RETAILER

$4.99US MOMOKO 2020
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JAMES TYNION IV + MICHAEL DIALYNAS
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