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closer, boy. \
I can barely
see you.

You’re so small, Yorik.
here, Dad. You should go running
with the gardener’s boy.
He’s got some meat
that sneering on his bones.
face I know all
too well. i I feel like
I could snap
you in half with
my hand, and
I'm a dying

man.
I'm not s

sneering.




No, Dad.
Can we It’s just...
get this over
with?

It’s hard.

Doing this

every day
is hard.

I'm dying,
boy. I'm dying
and you can’t

wait to be

rid of me.

I'm leaving you
the Last Empire
of Man in this world.
It should be hard.
It will always be hard.
But you will rise to
meet the
challenge.

But you will need to be Tell me you
vigilant. You will need understand
to protect them. You this.
know what lurks in
those damned forests,
outside our walls.

I understand,

My last wish to Father.
you will become
law, and you will
uphold it until the
last of your days.
This is the way of
our people.




You will keep
the Blood Laws. You
will keep those tainted
with the magic wild of the
world from mingling with
and tainting the blood
of our people.

In doing so,
you will keep the
old ways, and the
old cultures alive.
You do it in memory
of our ancestors
chased out of their
homes by twisted
weirdblooded
monsters.

You will
do it in
memory of
me.

Say you
understand
and accept.

Yes, Father.
I understand
and accept.

Basil. I want double
the guards on his
room tonight. If we're
lucky I'll pass
tonight and we’ll Yes, Your
be done with this Majesty. I will
damned ritual, see to it.
and I'll be free
of this pain
in me.

Get the boy out of
my sight, and bring
me the Bandaged
Man.

[ have the boy
h( brought back
/ to me in the
morning, and

I'll give my /ast
wishes again.




The King
will see you

Thank

you, Basil. ﬂ

Your
Highness.

He said...
he’s thinking
about it.

Tomorrow
night?

What did the
Cherrywood
boy say?




It’s still
pretty
terrible.

I SMELL

ERRIBLE!
7 That

smell’s a
point of
pride.

That’s the
smell of an apprentice
in the Pipetown Engineer
Corps. It cakes on to you
and you’ll never be
fully rid of it.

Breathe
it in, Lass.

Yes, dear,

and we’d prefer
everyone not vomit
over their suppers
now, wouldn’t we?

Go clean up and
get ready for the

dinner rush.




I mean it,
girl. The streets
aren’t safe for

him right now.

Tell Wynd
not to run off
tonight. I need to
have a word with
the both of
you.

You know

the nights I tell

you something
and you ignore it
and go off getting
into trouble? This is
not one of those

: nights.




I smell regular

person terrible.

You smell like
somebody used
you to clean
a toilet.

You smell
terrible.

I'm very
proud of that
smell. All the old
fogeys upstairs

Mom says
family meeting
after the rush.

No spying on
gardeners.

told me so.

I know you.
I know where

You could
pretend.

wouldn’t
irritate you
nearly
enough.




I'm going to
take a shower
and try and smell |

heard of
showers?

Actually,
hey, can you
grab something
for me from the
store room?
Another slab
of butter?

Wynd.
Orders
building




Yes, Molly.
They’re saying
he won'’t last

a few more
days. Maybe
a week.

We’re not
alone.

going to
happen, it
needs to

happen

now. I understand.
There’s...something
else. A favor I'd
like to ask--




Wynd?
You shouldn’t
eavesdrop.

I do so wish
you didn’t have to
hide them.

. I wasn’t...

Titus needs

Darling. It’s
fine. Why don'’t
you come over

here...




Keep those
ears covered
and get back up
to work now, dear.
I'll be up in
a moment.

I'm going
to have to get
a message out.
But I can’t imagine

"\ transporting three

would be any more
difficult than
two...

When should
I expect?







I'll see you
bright and early,
Miss Molly.

Thank
you, dear.
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Really.
Are you alright?
All day you’ve--

I'm fine,

love. Fine.

Never you
mind.

Yeah, Mom.
He’s right in front =4
of you. Have you | Oh, yes.
gone blind? v : The;;eeyou




We need
to have a hard

\ conversation

right now.

Pouring
myself
a tall glass,
dear. I'll be
needing it.

One I've
been dreading
for a very long

time.




Tomorrow,

I'm making a
supply run down to
Southport through
the central transport

pipeline. A night
run.

Just
let me get
through this,

Wwynd, I'm
going to need
you to pack a bag.
Bring only what you
need. What you can
carry easily and
won'’t take up
much space.

You're
going to be
coming with

me.

What, is
he going to
use his renowned
haggling skills to
get you a good
price on pork
loin?

No, dear.
I'm putting him
on a boat to

Northport.




make this

harder than

it has to
be.

I have
friends. They’ll
set you up with
a place to live.

They’ll treat
you well.

Oh, no,
dear. I'm so
sorry, that

won’t be
possible.

Why am
I going to
Northport?

I.I won’t
be coming
back?

But you’ll be
able to live openly
there. You won'’t
have to hide. Cut
your hair. Show
those beautiful
ears of yours.




I don’t
want to show
people my
ears!

It’s going
to get so much

I'm sorry,
it’s not safe for
you here anymore.

Much as I wish that
wasn’t the case.
Much as I've prayed
things might
change.

The King calling the Bandaged
Man down from the North. That’s
how it began /ast time.

He can smell

worse. Worse in
a way I don’t
think either of
you can under-
stand.

rThey say his
family was killed
in one of the
northern magic
wars.

the magic in a person’s

blood, Wynd. And he loves He didn’t
what he does...It’s a know whether
vendetta of sorts. it was the Faeries
or the Vampyres
who did it, so his
hate turned to all
magic-blooded

people.

He became
very good at killing
them. Good enough
to get the attention

of the King. d
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‘Before either of you were born, the Duke |
had been helping magic-blooded people
settle in the shadows of Pipetown.

i
Z
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‘He found them jobs and homes...
Half-Faeries, Quarter-Vampyres,
and anyone who had just been
touched and changed by the
wild magic of the world.

1

Found every person who had helped
them hide in the city as well...

‘I i ey
“The Duke escaped

to Northport,
despite the King
calling for his head...



*I still remember
the bodies piled
on the sides of

the road.”
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- | “This beautiful child [ = S8
—= | with pointed ears...

‘It was suicide to take
you in, but I couldn’t let
myself leave you to die.




Dear, there’s
so much of yourself \
you don’t know. That
you don’t understand.
I've been selfish
keeping you this
close this long...

The world I want

rarely is. / to stay here.
| This is my
home. This
is where
I fit in.

Up in the
magic north of
Esseriel, you'll be
able to become
who you were
always meant
to be.




You know I'm
right, dear. He doesn’t
hear how the people still
talk about the weirdbloods.
You can’t pretend you
haven’t heard the other
engineers say horrible
things.

You’re too
smart to be
blind to all

that.

It’s not that. :
I want to know why : - There are
we're just sitting on . g : responsibilities
our asses in a kingdom . ./ here, dear. You'll
where they’d just as soon . | understand
kill someone we love! ) . ! someday.
And when things get ' Y
bad, we just kick him
out and keep
going.




You think
I wouldn’t
rather run
off on a
lark?!

I hope
I never do.
I hope I'm
never that
selfish.

You think
I don’t dream
of Northport?/

This isn’t a
discussion.







Okay.

I'm going to
say something
I don’t want to

say. I don’t even
a little bit want
to say it.

Wynd.
She’s right.

We both
know she’s
right.

No, Wynd.
Listen...It’s
dangerous--




' YOU DON’T
THINK I KNOW IT’S
DANGEROUS?!

I can
hear them
through the spouts,

Oakley. I hear them
talking every single

day, and I know

what they think

about people
like me.

I know
what they’d
do to me if
they had the

chance.

You don’t
know that! You
They’re don’t know that

just afraid you shouldn’t
because they be afraid...
don’t under-
stand they My ears
don’t need keep growing,
to be... and who knows
what will happen
to me next.




You

don’t know

that...

That’s what’s
wrong with me,
Oakley.

It’ll keep
infecting and
twisting me from
the inside out until
I'm something
horrible. Something even
you couldn’t look
at without being
afraid.

Magic spreads,
Oakley! If I go out
of Pipetown, where

it’s wild in the

world, it’s going

to spread into
me.

This...This
thing in me.
That makes my
ears look like
some kind of
freak so I can’t

live a normal
life.

It’s
a part of
you...




I DON’T

I WANT TO BE
NORMAL/

All I want is
to wake up one
morning and have
small, normal
ears, and regular
dreams.

Maybe I could
even..introduce myself
to someone like that boy at
the castle. That gardener:
I don’t know his name.

Maybe...Maybe
I could ask him his name.
Maybe we could have a life
together.




I know it’s impossible.
I know I don’t get
that kind of happy

ending...

But I want
to stay in
Pipetown and
live a normal
life.

Promise
me you won’t
make me go.







D-Dad?
What’s going
on...

Go back
to s/eep, boy.
This doesn’t \
concern you. i




Dad,
are you
o-

That was
not a request.

DON’T
YOU TOUCH
HIM?!



Then stop playing
these little games
with me, Ash.

/1 cansmellit
on you. The stink
of magic.

= If you lie ]
g to me again, I'm
. .| going to have to bring

your son in for
interrogation.

o

If you tell me
the ¢ruth now, all of
that can be averted.
Wouldn’t that be
marvelous?

A Sprytle
formed in the green-
house...A plant had
been neglected.
It had gone wild.

And who
would you say
neglected it,
Ash?




" The King

should have ] i
listened to me 7 I think
and burned 7 T'll remind &
these gardens i v (il himofthe =
a decade = fh
ago.

3 With me.
_ We have more
> to root out
tonight.




I.I've
served the
King loyally
since I was

your age.
He knows
that.

It’s going
to be okay,

Everything
is going to
be okay.

Dad,
are you--




You listening
over there?

Oh...Oh,
yeah. Sure.

Never
been good
with a wrench,
but if I wait until
Oakley gets back
from her shift,
I'll never hear
the end of
it.

Just need
a hand for
a second.

A couple of
them, actually.
We've got a
leak coming




Oh, “mister,”
am I? Thank you
very much.

‘ s.

Have you...
= Have you ever met
a weirdblood?

you’ve been out
of Pipetown.

I might...I might

have to go

soon.

R Yeah, yeah : o l
] "I || o'course.Iwas 7 o ur
i |y curious too when ) i '
== = I was a boy.
- : Thinking about all
—t— [ 1 them strange monsters
m up north. The way it gets in ,
S . Bet | you, twists you up. L7,
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‘Course,
there are
bad ones,
too.
TRERNE
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m' | \ | Was doing a trade run down
24 2 the O/d Road from Northport,
S - | through the Faeriewoods, and
1T there was this real scoundrel/
i i =" ) on the cart with us. -
|_.' ] | 3 4
= , — He’'d sneak
i s,/ off the pathat 7 -
b e ) W\~ : night to try and get a y T
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One morning
he woke up and his
right leg was fully
covered in bark--more
than bark, the whole
leg was becoming
a kind of living )

He had to
convince us to
chop the leg off
to let him get back
in the city, and
we did it for
him...

And sure as eggs,
the next morning
he had flowers
sprouting from
his ears.

\ He’d gone
right back out
while we were
sleeping, the leg
not even healed,
8\ and stumbled into
i a fresh patch
SN, of weird.

Left him at
the side of the road,
come to think of it,
otherwise I doubt
we’d’ve been let back
in the city. Weren’t going -
= to get us all banished
on some weirdblood’s
behalf.
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- The weird’s not
going to get you in
2 Pipetown, if you're
JENE _ worried. I
5l' |
e 4 No. It
= < o. It's s )
S Sl et not that. } ANy == T
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I'm going to tell my mom
I'm taking a double shift,
but that’s a lie. I need you

to follow the pipeline to
Mid-City during the
shift changeover.

Tell her
you want the
night off to
pack. Can you
do that?

you then.

| Good. T'll see

You don’t
need to under-
stand right
now, but you
will.

I’ll find you at the Key
Junction under Oldtown.
Under the Great Temple.
Can you get there on
your own, or do you
need a map?

It
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What's
this now,
Molly?

Sorry, Henry.
You know I c/ose
when I need to do

a restock down
from Southport.

Oh, what'd a
few beers cost ya?
I don’t like the other
taverns. They all give

me the evil eye.

Clearly I've
treated you too
sweetly. Go to the
Drip Room. Tell
Gordon to buy
you a pint
on me.

Maybe
you’ve earned
it, Henry.
I have
earned it.
But you still
treat me
sweetly.




telling him
nicely.
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Should have
just clunked him
on the head and
dragged him off

in the night. That’s
what I get for

How'’s
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g Wynd, boy...
I just shut the
doors for the
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Wynd is
gone. Oakley too

no doubt.
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I need you to
bring them back
home. I need you
to do it quick.




|
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Titus, I need you
to listen to the

tone in my voice

right now.

just a couple of
teenagers being

fools. They’ll come
back around-- é‘
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my children
home.




We’re going
to need to move
quickly.

e

.

-
-
1 =
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It’s a big ask,
Prince Yorik. You're
asking that boy to

give his life up

for you. And this

journey won’t be
an easy one.

I’ll need to be
back in the castle
before they
realize anything
is wrong.

have every-
thing you

I still...
I thought he'd
come. I didn’t
think...

I didn’t
think I'd have to
do this alone.




You’re late,
boy. We were
about to /eave
without you.

I doubt it.
That’d mean
Yorie would have
to carry his

If you
ever leave me
waiting like that
again, I'm going
to have you
hanged.

I think
you’re plenty
on your way

to getting
me hanged
already.

It’s
now or never.
Are you ready,
boys?

Ready
as I'll ever
be.

TO BE
CONTINUED...
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FROM THE PRISM
AWARD-WINNING TEAM
JAMES TYNION IV
(DETECTIVE COMICS)
AND ARTIST
RIAN SYGH
(DREAMWORKS SHE-RA AND
THE PRINCESSES OF POWER)

“...thanks to Sygh’s charming
artwork and Tynion’s zany jokes it
is easily love at first sight gag.”

—Entertainment Weekly
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FROM DREAM TEAM
GREG PAK

(FIREFLY, STAR WARS: AGE
OF REBELLION)
AND

TAKESHI
MIYAZAWA

(SPIDER-GWEN: GHOST-SPIDER,
MS. MARVEL)

_ “It's an amazing book, and
‘ aton of fun.”
—Marjorie Liu

(Monstress)
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IT’S MORPHIN
TIME!

“The Power Rangers are back
and better than ever...”

—IGN

“...everyone’s favorite color-
coordinated teens are still a
force to be reckoned with.”

—Entertainment
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MAKING FRIENDS WITH AN
ALIEN WAS THEIR FIRST MISTRAKE...

SIMON
SPURRIER

CHRIS
WILDGOOSE

s
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IN STORES

TIII'DISCOVER YOURS NOW
020 Simon Spurrier Ltd. & Christian Mathew Wildgoose. All Rights Reserved.
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VER YOUR COMIC SHOP

CHECK OUT A SELECTION OF OUR DEDICATED RETAIL PARTNERS CARRYING THE BOOM! BOOKS YOU LOVE!

OHIO
The Laughing Ogre
www.facebook.com/
laughing-ogre-comics-high-
street-107581395938704

New Dimension Comics (Ohio Valley)
www.ndcomics.com

Paper Street Trading Company
www.facebook.com/
paperstreettradingco/

Robot Zero
www.facebook.com/robotzero

Superscript Comics and Games
www.superscriptohio.com

Up Up & Away
WWW.Uuacomics.com

Watchtower Heroes
www.watchtowerheroes.com

Wonder Comics and More
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2284395091827994/

OKLAHOMA
All-star Comics
www.llstarcomicsokc.com

Impulse Creations
Comics & Collectibles
www.impulsecreations.com

Things From Another World
(Beaverton)
www.tfaw.com

Things From Another World
(Milwaukie)
www.tfaw.com

Things From Another World
(Portland)
www.tfaw.com

Tony's Kingdom of
Cards and Collectibles
www.facebook.com/TonysKingdom

PENNSYLVANIA
4th Wall Comics
www.facebook.com/4thwallcomics

AA Comics and Cards
www.aacomicsandcards.com

Alchemist’s Cove Games & Comics
www.facebook.com/
alchemistscove

Amalgam Comics & Coffeehouse
www.facebook.com/amalgamphilly

Atomic City Comics
www.facebook.com/
AtomicCityComics

Bennie’s Comics
www.facebook.com/Bennies-com-

Mammoth Comics ics-cards-256593674352252/
www.mammothcomics.com
Books Galore
Speeding Bullet Comics www.eriebooksgalore.wixsite.com/
www.speedingbulletcomics.com home
Wizards Asylum Comics & Games Brave New Worlds
www.facebook.c izardsnorman www.l Idscomics.com
OREGON The Comic Store
Books With Pictures www.comicstorepa.com
www.bookswithpictures.com
Comic Store West
Bridge City Comics www.comicstorewest.com
www.bridgecity.com
Comic Swap
Comic Adventure www.comicswap.net
www.comicadventure.com
ComicZen
Comic Cave PDX WWWw.comiczenpa.com

www.comiccavepdx.com

Cosmic Monkey Comics
WWW.cosmicmoneycomics.com

Excalibur Comics
www.facebook.com/excaliburcomics

Floating World Comics
www.floatingworldcomics.com

Future Dreams
www.futuredreamsbooks.com

Geek Geek Nerd Nerd
Comics Toys & Collectibles
www.geekgeeknerdnerd.com

Iguana Comics

Other Worlds Games & Comics
www.otherworldgames.com

Rogue City Comics
Www.roguecity.com

Comix Connection (2 Locations)
www.facebook.com/
comix.connection

Eides’s Entertainment
www.eides.com

The Encounter
www.facebook.com/encountercomics

Hooked on Comics
www.hookedoncomix.net

Infinity Comics and More
wwuw.infinitycomicsandmore.com

Isle Of Comics
www.isleofcomics.com

Jaf Comics
www.jafcomics.com

Jaw Dropping Collectibles
www.jawdroppingcollectibles.com

Krav'N Comics
www.kravncomics.com

New Dimension Comics
(Century Ill)
www.ndcomics.com

New Dimension Comics
(Ellwood City)
www.ndcomics.com

New Wave Comics & Collectibles
Www.newwavecomics.net

Phantasm Comics
www.phantasmcomics.com

Phantom of the Attic
www.phantom-attic.com

Pittshurgh Comics
www.pittshurghcomics.com

Pulp Nouveau Comix
www.facebook.com/pulpnouveau

Showcase Comics & Games
www.showcasecomicsandgames.net

Tales of Adventures
www.toacomics.com

Wade's Comic Madness
www.comicmadness.com

RHODE ISLAND
Toy Vault Warwick Mall
www.thetoyvault.com

SOUTH CAROLINA
Borderlands Comics & Games
www.facebook.com/
borderlandscomicsandgames

Captain’s Comics and Toys
www.captainscomics.com

Collector’s Vault
www.facebook.com/thecollectorsvault

Cosmic Rays Comics
www.cosmicrays-online.com

Galactic Comics & Games
www.galacticcg.com

Planet Comics
(2 Locations)
www.planetcomics.com

The Tangled Web
www.twebcomics.com

SOUTH DAKOTA
Brookings Book Company
www.brookingshooks.com

Heroes and Villains
https://heroes-villains.business.
site/Tm=true

TENNESSEE
901 Comics
www.901comics.com

Blackthorn Game
Center and Comics
www.facebook.com/

blackthorngameandcomics

The Cellar Tabletop Games & Comics
www.comiccellaronline.com

Comics Unlimited
www.comicsunlimited.com

Comix City Too!
Www.comixcitytoo.com

Dewayne’s World -
Comics & Games
www.dewaynes-world.com

Dragonfly Comics & Collectibles
www.dragonflycomics.com

Epikos Comics & Games (2 locations)
www.epikosccg.com

Golden Age 1942
www.thegoldenage1942.com

Heroes Wanted
Comics And Collectibles
www.heroeswantedcomics.com

Infinity Flux
www.facebook.com/
infinityfluxchatanooga

Rick’s Comic City
www.rickscomiccity.com

Z's Comic Lair
www.facebook.com/zscomiclair

TEXAS
The Adventure Begins
Comics and Games
www.theadventurebegins
comicsandgames.com

Arkham Comics & Games
www.arkhamcomicsandgames.com

Austin Books & Comics
www.austinbooks.com

Bedrock City Comic Co (Houston)
www.bedrockcity.com

Bedrock City Comic (Houston)
www.bedrockcity.com

Bedrock City Comic (Westheimer)
www.bedrockcity.com

Bedrock City (Sugarland)
www.bedrockcity.com

Black Sheep Comics
www.facebook.com/
blacksheepcomicselpaso

Collected Fort Worth
www.staycollected.com

Collected Keller
www.staycollected.com

Collectors Authority
www.collectorsauthority.com

The Comic Vault
www.thecomicvault.com

Comics Plus
www.facebook.com/
comicsplusce

Comix Cafe
www.comix.cafe

Doc’s Comics & Games
www.docsgames.com

Dragon’s Lair
Comics & Fantasy (Alamo Ranch)
www.dlair.net/alamoranch

Dragon’s Lair
Comics & Fantasy (Austin)
www.dlair.net/austin

Dragon’s Lair
Comics & Fantasy (Houston)
www.dlair.com

Dragon’s Lair
Comics & Fantasy(San Antonio)
www.dlair.net/
sanantonio

Kaboom Comics & Collectibles
(McAllen)
www.facebook.com/
KaboomComicsMcAllen

Kaboom Comics & Collectibles
(Weslaco)
www.facebook.com/
KaboomComicsWeslaco

Kiblers Kollectibles
www.KiblerKollectibles.com

Generation X
Comics & Games
www.facebook.com/
gen.x.comics.games

Gotham Newsstand
www.gothamnewsstand.com

Heroes & Fantasies
www.heroesandfantasies.com

Hive Comics & Table Top Games
www.thehivecomics.com

Keith’s Comics
www.keithscomics.com

Lone Star Heroes Comics & Toys
www.facebook.com/
lonestarheroescomics

Madness Games
wwwmadnessgame&com

Man-Cave Comics
More Fun Comics And Games
www.facebook.com/morefuncomics

Monster’s Lair Comics
www.monsterslaircomics.com

Oiltown Comics
www.oiltowncomics.com

0ld Major Comics

Outer Rim Collective
www.outerrimcollective.com

Pastime Comics
www.pastimecc.com

Red Pegasus Comics
www.redpegasuscomics.com

Rogues Gallery
Comics & Games
www.roguesgallerytx.com

Space Cadets
Collection Collection
www.spacecadetscollection.com

To discover more fine comic shops that stock BOOM! Studios titles in your area, visit www.boom-studios.com for a full list of our participating retail partners!
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