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The year was 2337. '
The ship was wreckage. ™

g

VERY LUCKY;
OFFICER



IN FACT, YOU'RE THE
ONLY SURV/IVOR. THE
OTHER CRAFT SUFFERED
MASSIVE EXPLOSIVE
DECOMPRESS/ON--
THE OCCUPANTS DIED

WITH THE SHIP.
I UNDERSTAND

YOU ANEW ONE OF
THEM. IT'M...SORRY

. FOR YOUR LOSS.

GOOD NEWS IS
THAT THE OVERS/IGHT
COMM/7T7TEE REVIEWED
YOUR CASE FROM THE
AVAILABLE FOOTAGE.
YOU'VE BEEN CLEAREDL
OF M/SCONDUCT
IN THE EVENTS
LEADING TO...THE
ACCIPENT.

IT WAS

[ NOBODLY'S

FAULT. AN
ACT OF
GOL.

I'M SURE
THAT'S A
WEIGHT OFF
YOUR...

..I’'M SORRY--
OFFICER R/CHTERP
ARE YOU
FOLLOWINGP




you
CAN STOP

YOU CAN
KKRRZZIT

/\\ —

| Foccowms--
\

HRRIZZ ©

DROP

OUT OF WARL, TURN
AROCUND WHILE YOU

CAN--IF YOUR ENGINE

BURNS OU7T, YOU'LL
DOFf& AS SURELY AS

KRRZZKL

PAULA, T \
cAn'7BeE WORTH W
THIS--REVENGE
CAN'T BE WORTH

KRRZZZTT

The year is 2367.



An autopsy
ship, with a

NO
RESPONSE, crew of four. A

CAPTAIN.

IF WE
DROP OUT OF

WARP, SHE WILL
FOLLOW. UNTIL
THEN, IT’'S A GAME
OF CHICKEN WITH

THE WARP

ENG/INES...

SHE’S FLYING
AN ESCORT
CRAFT--HER ENGINES
ARE A LOT SMALLER
THAN OURS. WOULD

PLUS
ESCORT SERVICE
ENGINES ARE
STURD/IER THAN
COMMERCIAL.

THAT MAKE A
DIFFERENCE,
JAY?
UNLESS
YOU'VE WORKED
FOR A CORPORATE
FLEET, T GUESS. DID
THE V/HAAN IZ EVER
GET UPGRADES,
OR...7

SMALLER
ENGINES FOR
A SMALLER
R/G, ELLA. IT
EVENS OUT.




A
DOWNGRADE,
PERHAPS. THIRTY

I'VE SERVED
ON THIS SHIP SINCE
GEORGES AND

YEARS OF HARD
we

IFITIS
A CONTEST
BETWEEN #£R
ENGINES AND
OURS--WE
WILL LOSE,
I THINK.

I WERE YOUNG.
I KNOW OUR
LIMITAT/ONS.

THE WARP
ENGINE IS ALREALY
OVERHEATING. SOON,
ONE OF THE COMPONENTS
KEEPING US S7TABLE
IN WARP SPACE WILL
OVERLOAL, AND
FAL...

. AND 7THEN
WE BEGIN EXCITING
NEW CAREERS
AS MINIATURE
BLACK HOLES.

I KNOW THE

DAYVSICS. LOOK--I PUSHED

FOR DOING THIS AS
MUCH AS ANYONE,
BUT...WE CAN'T W/N
THIS. MAYBE IT’S TIME
TO COME OUT WITH
OUR HANDOS
ypP--

THERE'LL BE
AO SURRENDER.
NO ARREST.




-
WHAT IT MEANS
WHEN A MALIK
FLIES THE WH/TE

AND T KNOW WE'RE OUT
ALAG. TKNOW  WHAT your | N THE 8/G OARK
WORD IS CAPTAIN MALIK. THERE'S
WORTH. , NOBODY BUT YOU AND
ME--THERE'S NOBODY
TO ADTUD/ICATE,
TO PRETEND IT'S
NOBODY'S
FAULT.

DROP OUT
OF WARP AND
SEE WHAT
HAPPENS.

YOU LEFT
THE CHANNEL

I-I WASN'T
THINK/NG--T'VE
BEEN LEAVING THE
ESCORT CHANNEL
OPEN SINCE MY
FIRST LAY OF
TRAIN/NG--

OPEN THE Y SHE’S RIGHT.
SCANNERS. IF WE DROP OUT
WIDE ANGLE. OF WARP IN THE VOID

BETWEEN GALAX/ES,
IT’LL BE HER, AND US,

HER
AND NOTHING
GESIDES. ADVANTAGE.

AN
AUTOPSY SHIP
NEEDS A LOCAL
GRAVITY WELL
TO MANEUVER WE NEED

IN. A FRAME OF A PLACE TO
REFERENCE. MAKE OUR
STAND.




MAKE A STAND?
#HOW.? GEORGES,
SHE’S FLYING A
F/GHTER, WE MINE
CORPSES--WE
DON'T HAVE
A HOPE--

YOUR
SECOND ERROR AL/CE--
OF THE DAY. YOU REMEMBER
WATCH AND THE SKIRMISH
LEARN. WITH THE S/LVER
LIN/ING BACK
IN ‘52?2

WE HAD A
FULL HOLD
THEN,

NO, OF
COURSE.

/ ALL
RIGHT. THERE'S ONE
LARGE MASS AHEAD--
SOMETHING WITH
GRAV/ITY; CLOSING
FAST. A ROGUE
PLANETO/D,
MAYBE.

DROPPING
OUT OF WARP
IN 7HREE...
7wWo...







-

WHAT
ELSE couLo

IT BE?




Book One: The Seeéef.‘

weaglile



I.rm;T/Jree.; Al of ’O.r ﬂget/_)erﬂ ‘



THIS
ONE...IT SEEMS
LARGER. MORE
THERE,

I THOUGHT
I KNEW WHAT
THEY WERE.

I
THOUGHT
I'D SEEN

THEM.

BUT...
THEY LOSE
SOMETHING ON
THEIR WAY TO
US. ON THE
JOURNEY.

WE
CANT £/T
THEM IN OUR
WORLD UNLESS
SOMETHING

LEAVES

WHAT
IF THEY
CANT B
ALIVE?

THEM.

WHAT IF
THEY CANT
BE ALIVE

AND BE WE

GOT LUCKY.
SHE DIDN'T
DROP OUT W/7H
US--BUT THAT'S
BOUGHT US
SECOMNDS.

CAPTA/N.

OF COURSE.
NO 7/ME.

OF
COURSE.




TAKING US
DOWN...

GENERATIONS
OF AUTOPSY SHIPS
HAVE ADAPTED TO

MANEUVER N THE
UNIQUE GRAVITY
OF AGowo.

ESCORT SHIPS ARE
BASED ON M/L/ITARY

FIGHTERS, AS YOU
SAID. GENERALIZED--
NOT SPEC/AL/ZED.

SO, HER
ADVANTAGE
IS GONE.

YOU'RE
SUREP SHE'LL
BE ON US ANY

SECONO
NOwW.

BECAUSE
THEY'RE USED
TO AUTOPSY

SHIPS THAT
RUN.

AFOOL'S
GAMBIT.

AND ESCORT
SHIPS DON'T
USUALLY HAVE A
PROBLEM BLOWING
AUTOPSY SHIPS
APART...

OPEN
COMMS AGAIN,
MR. HAUER. NO
INTERNALS--
JUST WHAT WE
WANT TO
SEND.




e ¥}

e r
e —

WE'RE GOING TO
SURRENDER.

AS FOR
ME...T'LL
SHOW OUR
BELLY A

LITTLE.

THERE SHE
1S. BROADCAST
A STANDARD
OISTRESS
S/GNAL,
PLEASE.

SHE'S

TAKEN THE
BAIT.

SHE'LL WANT
TO GET IN

CLOSE...




AL/CER HOW
ARE THINGS ON
YOUR END?

MYy
ARMS ARE
S7TRONG,

CAPTAIN
MALIK.

A SHAME
SHE CAN'T #EAR
US NOW--WE'RE
MAKING THIS GIFT
TO HER, AFTER

JUST A LITTLE
SOMETHING, YOU
UNDERSTAND.




FOR HER
TIRELESS

g J work.

IT’S THE TRICK
WE LEARNED WHEN
THE S/LVER LINING

AMBUSHED US.

«.AND IT'LL
TAY RED, WET,
AND RAW WHEN
IT HITS YOUR
ENEMY'S /ON y
INTAKE. q

WE WERE
HAULING MEAT
THEN, TOO.
BLOOD AND
PROTEINS.

IN OPEN
SPACE, MEAT
FREEZES--BUT NOT

IMMEDIATELY. HURL
IT FROM THE HOLD
WITH ENOUGH
FORCE...

RAW MEAT
IS NOT Gooo
FOR AN ION NOT GOOD
INTAKE. FOR A SHIP'S
POWER
SUPPLY.




IT'LL TAKE
HER..A/VE
MINUTES TO
FLUSH HER WE

SYSTEM, NEED 7&W. OUR
PERHAPS. WARP ENGINES
ARE STILL IN THEIR
COOLING CYCLE.
IF WE FIRE THEM
uP #OW...

«WELL, ITLL ‘
BE LIKE POURING
BO/ILING WATER
ONTO A BLOCK
OF /CE. THEY'LL
CRACK IN #ALF.

THEN WE NEED
SOMETHING &ELSE,
ANOTHER 2ELAYING
7AC7/C--OR
SOMETHING TO
STOP HER
coLD.

WE'VE COME
700 FAR,
JASON.

TOO FAR
TO O/E STARING
AT ANOTHER
DLEAD GOL...




AKE US IN
CLOSER.

CLOSER.

THIS WOMAN...
SHE HAS BEEN
HOUNDLING YOU
SINCE THE DAY
YOUR FAMILY

DIED. 4

AS IF You
DID NOT SUFFER.
AS IF YOU LOST
NOTHING.

IT'S
ENOUGH,

GEORGES.

SHE
WANTS TO
MAKE YOU SUFFER

FOR THE REST

OF T/IMEP SHE

WANTS TO MAKE

WAR ON YOUR

FAMILY? Z AM YOUR
FAMILY. YOUR
FR/IEND AND YOUR
CREW, SINCE
OUR EARLIEST
DAYS.

SHE CAN
MAKE wAR ON
ALL OF US
TOGETHER!

YOU'RE
COMMITTING THE
DRONES--P




AL/CE--
THEY'RE NOT
DESIGNED
TO HOLD A
SH/IP--

THAT'LL
CUT HER
OPEN--

I
DON'T HEED
TO HOLD HER!
I JUST NEED
TO MOVE
HER/

SHE
ELLAS | HAD HER
WHEN SHE CHANCE! /7

IS IN PLACE,
USE THE ~ /%Ok

ANIFES

I
NEED TO
GET HER

INTO--









SUIT IS
SEALED.

OUTER
CANOPY--

Z--7
CAN FEEL
/7--

Z CAN FEEL
17 THROUGH
THE GLASS--

--EMERGENCY
RELEASE.




ROOM TO
MOVE. AND |8
ROOM TO : THAT
! : WAS A VERY NICE
MURDER ATTEMPT;
QUARTERMASTER







