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YOU WERE
GOOpP TO ME
ONCE.




WAKE ME ANY ]
FURTHER, I WILL
OPEN UP THE
TOWER OF LONPON
FOR TORTURE

I'M SORRY,

MA'AM. THE 8=
CAPTAIN OF THE
GUARP IS HERE.

HE'S QUITE

INSISTENT. p=

1S THE

COUNTRY ON
FIREZ NOT PART OF Y/

THE COUNTRY, [/

MINE, T WouLp | ;

E Tt E =2 :
THE ENTIRE fa NOT THAT ' _
COUNTRy, A IveBeeN | / He

<\ INFORMED. ST/ ASKED ME

- =¥ TO SHOW YOu

TELL HIM TO
COME BACK




I'M SORRY, MAAM. I PON'T
FEEL THIS INFORMATION
SHOULD COME BEFORE

BREAKFAST, BUT THIS WAS
ATTACHED TO A HEADPLESS
BOPY FOUND TIEP TO THE
GATES. THE CAPTAIN
INSISTED--

LEAVE.
HAVE THE BOPY
BROUGHT TO MY

CHAMBERS.

MAJESTY.

YOU'LL BE

STUCK IN
HERE WITH A
CORFsSE,

THE ROYAL
FAMILY. I'VE
BEEN STUCK

_BaING
il




MY MOTHER ARRIVED IN —
VENICE IN THE MIPDLE OF I'D BEEN
THE NIGHT, AFTER MY FATHER WAITING
HAD BEEN KILLEPD. FOR HER. 4
8

7~ YOU WILL BE
ELEVATED TO
KEEPER. TRIALS
WILL BE HELD
FOR A NEW
HOLPER.

MY CLASS
HAS MANY FINE
CAPETS WHO I
d BELIEVE ARE
\ READY FOR THE
y TRIALS. 4"

CASPAR
SHOULP BE
A\ INCLUPEPD.

RAPHA ANP FAOLAN
HAP GIVEN ME A LOT OF
STEALTH TRAINING...
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..AND T WAS o EVA. HE'S AN
VERY GOOD AT

\ TRAINED FOR l I
IT. 50, I HEARD i THIS THE ENTIRE ll
WHAT I WASN'T

| TMEHE'SBEEN | A ‘ l r )I
SUPPOSED TO. B HERE. AND HE WAS |4 ]l fil HE'S
W ALReADY SKILLED

WHEN HE |l o .1' Yo,
ARRIVED. 4 I'
Z 4 |.:l|| il L

A HE WILL
HE'S BEEN GROW. THAT'S
TAUGHT BY | KIND OF WHAT

EVERY KEEPER. _ HAPPENS.

A EVERY HOLDER.

EVEN YOU AND

SIGURPD.

AGE IS
IMMATERIAL.

AND I'M
SEVENTY.

WOoLuLD

YOU LIKE TO
TRY TO TAKE
SOMETHING
FROMMEZ

EXCUSE
ME, FIRST
KEEPER.

B / T:E TR[;ALVGV
! s/ STARTED TWO
AEESELHSF B DAYS LATER. BUT
ENGLAND. ey I HADP ANOTHER
i TRIAL TO GET
THROUGH FIRST...



NINE WORLP LEAPERS
ATTENDEPD. THREE PRIME
MINISTERS, AN EMPEROR,

A KING, A QUEEN AND

THREE PRESIPENTS.

THE PRESIPENT . YOU'RE
OF AMERICA HAP g CASPARZ
SOME CONFUSING \

THINGS TO SAY

I UNPERSTAND
THINGS WERE...
COMPLICATEP. BUT HE
WAS A GREAT MAN
AND I'M SORRY FOR
YOUR LOSS.

A GREAT
HONOR SO MANY
IMPORTANT
PEOPLE CAME
FOR SIGURP.

I COULDN'T SEE WHY
THAT WOULP MATTER TO
A PEAD PERSON.




THEY ALL TOLP 8§ THE STORIES WERE WHAT I HEARP WAS
STORIES ABOUT BROKEN, LIKE THEY'P AMAZING, BUT I PIPN'T
SIGURPD. BEEN REPACTEPD. RECOGNIZE THE
4 LIKE ALL THEIR PERSON THEY TALKED

SENTENCES HAD ABOUT AT ALL.
BLACK LINES RULEDP
THROUGH THEM.

CASPAR. WOULP
YOU LIKE TO SAY
SOMETHINGZ

YOU PON'T
HAVE TO. BUT YOU
MIGHT REGRET NOT
POING SO. ANP YOU
CAN SAY WHO HE
WAS TO YOU IN
THIS PLACE.

L) /A S
I PIPN'T WANT J
TO SPEAK AT
ALL. BUTI
TRIED. BECAUSE
I THOUGHT IT
WAS EXPECTED
OF ME.

IDON'T

KNOW IF

HE LIKEP
ME.

UM...
SIGURD WAS
MY FATHER. BUT
WE WEREN'T
REALLY ALLOWED
TO TALK ABOUT
THAT. I ONCE
GAVE HIM A BIRP.
HE TAUGHT ME
TO FIGHT.



EVA WAS WAITING
FOR ME AFTER
THE SERVICE.
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CJ R R
EST UNDE ,
THE DESK. IDPON'T
KNOW. IT'S
SIGURD A
WANTED YOU - [ YOU KNOW

TO HAVE IT, . I'M PRETTY
== — RESPECTFUL
OF PRIVACY,
RIGHTZ




How
SIGURD oLp piy IDON'T
BIRPS? CARVED ME HE THINK I THINK HE
i  BIRDS. : S WAS? BOUGHT THAT
RECENTLY,

/ HOW MANY
THINGS ARE
THERE?Z

* GEIRGE ANWEL

ONE FOR
EVERY YEAR
I'P BEEN

ALIVE. BIRTHPAY

PRESENTS
SIGURP
COULDPN'T
GIVE ME.

I TOLD HIM
I LIKED HIS '
JACKET,” I DIDNYT
SUET EVEN KNOW
y HE HEARD
. ME.

MY FATHER
TOOK THE
FINAL GIFT
OFF HIS OWN
BACK.




CASPAR...

IT WAS THE
FIRST TIME IN
MY LIFE ANYONE
HAD KISSED
ME.

CASPAR.
CAN You
KEEP A
SECRET?Z

I MEAN IT. I NEEDP
you TOMPROMIQE
E.

AFTER ALL
THE TRAINING
I'VE HAD, I'P
HOPE SO.

I HAVE TO TELL
YOU WHAT SIGURP...
INEEP TO SAY WHAT
HE NEVER HAP THE
CHANCE TO.

BUT IT'S
PANGEROUS.

YOU CAN
TRUST ME.
IT'S OKAY.

AND IT IS STILL
THE GREATEST
SECRET I'VE
EVER HEARP.




ARMEP WITH

{ ..ANP A LOVE
M?\’IECA:“I;ZI‘E_R ° I NEVER KNEW

EXISTED...

THESE v YOU LOSE YOUR CASE, YOU
ARE YOUR WILL NOT BE THE HOLPER
CASES. OF THE SEVENTH
SECRET.

| TRALS.

- v gy "/ N
\mlv.\' ATV ..um;\\}.if.;: N YRy I.‘_ I L' '. i 1".} IAM’ Il i\k I/ )lf Wi, i‘ ’f k-ﬁ\ii 1 )

THERE WERE THIS 1S ALL TVE IDPIPN'T
EVER WANTEPD.
FOUR OF US. DON'T GET IN CARE WHAT
TITUS. DION. MY WAY. WAS
AND FEL. COMING.
\.\"’F\ J
(.
e,




THEY CALLEP THEM "THE

TRIALS." A BETTER NAME THEY BEGAN
WOULD HAVE BEEN ; WITH SLEEP

APVANCEP SAPISM. 4 DEPRIVATION.

OVER PAYS, EVERY FIVE
HOURS, THEY'P OFFER
TO END IT. OFFER US
SLEEP. OFFER US FOOP.




ON THE THIRP
NIGHT, THEY PROVE
US TO MONTE
BELPONE.

HUPPLE
TOGETHER.

Q

THEY WERE ALSO
TRYING TO PUSH US
TOGETHER FOR
WHAT CAME NEXT...

o




TO TEST OUR (7 BOTH

LOYALTY, THEY HAD - TRIALISTS HAD

ONE OF LS WATCH -' ; THE POWER TO
WHILE ANOTHER i = STOP IT WITH A
WAS TORTURED. j WORPD.

APPARENTLY,
TITUS PIPN'T
BLINK WHEN
THEY WORKEP
ON DION.

DION WAS
THE FIRST TO
BUCKLE.

BUT NOT
BECAUSE OF
HIS PAN...




LEAVE »
HIM ALONE. TRES
YOU CAN
HAVE IT.

YOU PIPN'T HAVE

TO PO THAT, MAN.

I COULD HAVE
HANDLED--

EITHER
ONE OF YOU
CAN STOP THIS
AT ANY TIME.
JUST GIVE UP
YOUR CASE.




..I PIPN'T AGREE
WITH THE
PARAMETERS.




WHAT
THE HELL
HAPPENED
IN THERE?Z

I'M
NOT SURE
YOU WERE
ALLOWEPD TO
DO THAT.

WELL, THEY
SHOULP HAVE
BEEN MORE
SPECIFIC.

NOTZ BEING
OVERPROTECTIVE
4 sHARDLY ABAD L
THING HERE. AND IT B
HAS BEENDONE /.
BEFORE.

BUT THAT'S
THE FIRST

\ TIME FOR--

I'M NOT
BEATEN. I'M
JUST HONESTLY
NOT SURE I'M UP
FOR SPENDING MY
LIFE IN SERVITUPDE,
PROTECTING AN
INANIMATE
OBJECT.

AND BEING
TORTUREP REALLY
POESN'T INSPIRE
THE LOYALTY YOU
MIGHT THINK IT
POES.




AND THEN
THERE
WERE TWO.

THEY'DP TESTED OUR
BREAKING POINT. NOW IT
WAS TIME TO TEST US
AGAINST EACH OTHER. |

574 1HoNesTLY 7 |
£ THOUGHT IT /

WOULP GO
BETTER.




BECAUSE...

YOU FELL
OFF A
BEAMZ

ALSO,
PESPITE BEING
KNOCKEP
POWN, YOU ARE
STILL HOLDPING
YOUR CASE.

YOU'VE SHOWN
US, IN THE HIGHLY
UNLIKELY EVENT OF YOU
NEEPING TO FIGHT FOR
YOUR SECRET ON A
PLANK OF WOOP, YouU
COULP PO WITH SOME
MORE PRACTICE.

BUT WE'RE
LOOKING FOR
A BIT MORE

THAN THAT.




DOES THAT
MEAN...7

IT POES. _ _
IT'S OVER. < i .
YOU CAN = H ALWAYS BE
\ GIVEME THE / =
2 CASE.

TO HOLPD.
AND ONE DAY,
PERHAPS, TO

TAJANA
HOLDING THE
HAD A LOT
ACTUAL SECRET
THE WHOLE OF FAITH
TIME.

HER FIGHTING FOR ME
ARE YOU STARTED THE SAME DAY
1AM, I WAS MAPE HOLPER.
PROUP
I.ILEFTIT OF MEZ ANP I'M ALSO
OUTEIIE WHENT ALITTLE SAD.
THIS IS A GREAT
BATHROOM. HONOR, BUT
ALSO A GREAT
BURDEN.

I
WOULPN'T
REPEAT
THAT.

THE SECRET ANP I WERE
INTRINSICALLY LINKED
FROM THAT PAY. TWO
THINGS MY MOTHER WOULP
FIGHT TO THE PEATH FOR IN
ONE HANDY PACKAGE.




NEXT:
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