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I PON'T REMEMBER
WHAT HAPPENEDP
AFTER I WAS BORN.

WHICH, T
GUESS IS
PRETTY
STANDARPD.

CASPAR.

HIS
NAME IS
CASPAR.

YOU THINK
SIGURD AND
EVA WILL BE

OKAYZ

I THINK
THEY'LL
GRIEVE FOR A
LIFETIME.




You \
KNOW, BEING
ALEAPER, T
REALLY EXPECTED
MY PECISIONS TO
BE LUNPERMINED
ESS,

CHILP
CAN'T STAY
WITH THE

WOULP CAUSE
TOO MANY
PROBLEMS.

PROBLEMS FOR
WHOZ FOR THE
ORPER?Z FOR EVA
AND SIGURDZ
OR FOR THE
CHILDZ

I'M NOT ARE YOU
“9 CONVINCEP. QUESTIONING MY
¥k MOTIVATIONZ
/) 4
', /|

v ——

ABSOLUTELY.
DIP I NOT MAKE
THAT CLEAR
ENOUGHZ I WASN'T  J
TRYING TO BE N
SUBTLE.

I THINK
THERE'S A
PERSONAL

ELEMENT

REALLYZ
THAT'S
CUTE.

MAINLY TO
HOLDP THIS. T
SUSPECT YOU
HAVE UNUSUALLY
WEAK ARMS.

WHY PO
I KEEP YOU
AROUND?Z



"..CALL IN THE
HOLPER ANP THE
KEEPER OF THE
THIRP SECRET."

I KNOW.
AND I'M NOT
e ASKING YoU TO
< - STAY LONG,
ARE THREE £ FAOLAN.
SECRETS IN ONE b
PLACE TODAY.
THAT ISN'T

ASKINGZ

THIS IS EVA AND
SIGURP'S CHILPD.
HIS NAME IS
CASPAR.

IS NO ONE IN THE
ORPER WHO CAN

ADOPT THIS BABY. WE |

CAN'T RISK THAT KIND

HE BELONGS WITH
THE SEVEN.

HE'S OLpP
ENOUGH TO
REJOIN US, WE
NEEP YOU TO
TAKE HIM.




WHAT YOU'RE
ASKING IS
PANGEROUS.

IDPON'T
BELIEVE THE
THIRD WILL

WE WILL
TAKE HIM.
HE WILL

PLEASE
LET EVA AND
SIGURDP KNOW HE
WILL WANT FOR
NOTHING.

HE WILL
COME TO
NO HARM.

GOOPBYE,
CASPAR.

I HoPE
YOU'RE
POING THE

YOU PON'T
KNOW THIS
AS WE PO.

IPON'T.
S0, ADVISE
ME.




I RETURNEP TO THE
ORPER WHENI WAS (T8
NINE YEARS OLP,
BUT I PIPN'T KNOW
WHERE FROM.

HE'S
SAFEZ HE'S
HEALTSHY?

% NORMALZ
O o C A

HELLO, CASPAR.

MY NAME IS
TAJANA. I WAS
THERE WHEN
YOU WERE
BORN.

NORMAL

HE SEEMS TO
BE QUITE BRIGHT,
AND A LITTLE TOO
WITTY FOR ONE HIS
AGE, WHICH IS
HARDPLY SURPRISING
GIVEN WHERE
HE'S BEEN.

HE'S FINE,
TAJANA.

IKNOW THIS IS
HARD AND NEW.
I'M GOING TO
HELP YOU AS
MUCH AS I CAN.
AND I WON'T
BE ALONE. £

I HOPE THAT

WASN'T TOO

TRAUMATIC
FOR YOU.

I WAS NEVER
ALONE FROM

THAT MOMENT. THEY SAY IT TAKES

AVILLAGE TO
RAISE A CHILP...




..MY VILLAGE
WAS A SECRET
ORPER OF

AWESOME -
WARRIORS. [ -

THE YOUNGEST,
BUT YOU ARE
NOT THE

HOME. THESE

ARE YOUR
PEOPLE.

WHEN I FIRST
WALKEP IN
HER

I'M
PRETTY SURE MY
CASE OF WIDE-EYED
WONPERMENT WAS SO
SEVERE I SLEPT WITH
MY EYES OPEN FOR
A WEEK.

MY
WELCOME TRAINING
My BEGAN..
KID, .




..PRETTY MUCH
IMMEPIATELY.

ALL THE BEST
TRAINING CAME AT THE
HANDS OF KEEPERS

AND HOLPERS.,

\\\\

o
a2
R~ve” P

CANTO
TAUGHT ME
FENCING...

WHEREVER HE
WAS BEFORE
THIS, IT'S
CERTAINLY NOT
THE FIRST TIME
HE'S HELD A
SWORP.




PROTECTORS VISITED OFTEN.

AND OTHER SECRET

CHING WAS THE
KEEPER OF THE

ALEX TAUGHT ME
TACTICS. HE ALSO
TAUGHT ME
PHILOSOPHY, WHICH
USUALLY CAME FROM
OLPD, PEAD PEOPLE
WHO WERE WRONG.

ARISTOTLE
WAS ONE OF THE
FINEST THINKERS

IN HISTORY,
CASPAR. HE WAS

NOT 'A BIT OF
AN IPIOT'.

OKAY. HE

WAS WRONG

ABOUT

ALEX WAS THE
HOLPER OF
THE CASE.

I'M NOT
CLAIMING

HE WAS EE
PERFECT. 4

YOUR GUY WAS
PROBLEMATIC.

S0, I GUESS
ALEX REALLY
TAUGHT ME HOW
TOARGLE.

CHING TAUGHT ME
HOW TO STEAL.




FAOLAN AND
RAPHA TAUGHT
ME HOW TO MOVE
THROUGH A CITY
WITHOUT USING

STREETS.

I LEARNED
SILENCE AND
FOCUS WITH THE
SPEECHLESS




THE NAMELESS

ONES EVEN TRIED TO
TEACH ME THINGS.

BUT I'VE
NEVER TAKEN
TO PEOPLE IN

MASKS,

AT THE TIME,
IJusT
ASSUMEPD IT
WAS BECAUSE
THEY PIPN'T
LIKE ME.

CASPAR!
FOCUS.

THE ONLY VISITING
KEEPERS AND
HOLPERS WHO NEVER
TRAINEDP ME WERE
SIGLURP AND EVA.

\

COME ON,
MAN. HEAD
IN THE

I
PON'T WANT TO
ACCIPENTALLY
STAB SOMETHING
YOU MIGHT NEEP
LATER.

OF COURSE.
IT WASN'T ALL
TRAINING WITH

BAPASSES...



I ALSO
HAD TO GO WHERE I WAS AT
TO SCHOOL. LEAST TWO YEARS
YOUNGER THAN
EVERYONE ELSE.

THE SCHOOL WAS FULL OF
TEENAGERS THE ORPER
HAD COLLECTEP AROUNP

THE WORLPD. ORPHANS. THE
HOMELESS. PEOPLE WHO

NEEPEP SOMEONE OR
SOMEWHERE.

THIS WAS ALWAYS
THE WAY IT HAD BEEN. e
HONESTLY, IT WAS _ RN AT SCHOOL, I WAS
ALL VERY CLILTY, - - N EITHER IGNORED,
BUT IT WAS TO EXCLUDED..,
PROTECT THE WORLP. {

ANYONE HAVE
AN ANSWER THAT

PEMONSTRATES
A BASIC ..OR, ESPECIALLY
COMPREHENSION WHEN I GOT
OF LITERALCYZ THINGS RIGHT...

- OUTRIGHT
HATEZ,




WHY WOULD HE BE
TRYING TO MAKE
YoU LOOK STUPID,
i N TITUS?

- I
W/ REQUIRES

| o P
| NO EFFORT I’
‘ 1l

NO.
I JUsT PAY
ATTENTION.

TRYING TO
MAKE ME /2NN -
LOoK 3 = e | I'VE NEVER LIKED
STUPIDZ PEOPLE FIGHTING MY
BATTLES FOR ME.

IPIP WHAT
IcouLp..




P N\
- ..BUT I WAS
" ELEVEN.

SIGURDP AND
EVA PIDN'T
WANT You!




WEIRDPLY, GETTING
MY ASS KICKED
WAS ABOUT THE

BEST THING THAT

COULP HAVE

HAPPENED TO ME.

HELLO,
CASPAR.

IT MEANT
I MET MY
MOTHER.

IT'S NICE
TO MEET
you.

ARE YOU PP I PO
OKAYZ £ v SOMETHING
o= WRONGZ

A FEW
THINGS ARE ;
BROKEN WHICH T or 5 -
WISH WEREN'T, BUT WHATZ NO.
I'LL LIVE. I AM WHY WouLp
VERY BOREPD. DO you..Z
YOU WANT TO
TALKZ




PIPN'T PISS
YOU OFF.

THOUGHT YouU
WERE AMAZING.
IWANT TOBE A

HOLPER ON
you il
THINK YOU'LL
BE CHOSEN TO BE

A HOLPER IF YOU

BEAT UP PEOPLE

SMALLER THAN
youz

FORTLUNATELY,
YOU'RE A LOT
BIGGER
THAN I AM.

YOUR TESTICLES
WILL HEAL. BUT IF
CASPAR IS BULLIED
AGAIN--ANP T
MEAN, BY ANYONE
IN YOUR CLASS--
I WILL REMOVE
THEM. DO YouU
UNPERSTANDZ




IT TOOK SIGURP | | WHAT'S

A FEW DAYS TO | | i THATZ
WORK UP TO |

TALKING TO ME.

NO.
YOU'RE NOT. I
WILL TEACH YoU
TO PEFEND
YOURSELF.

ANP THEN
WOOSH.

I LIKE WHEN You N
CHASE THEM, AND
THEY JUST START

BOUNCING ALONG ON
THEIR LITTLE LEGS.
ANPD IT'S LIKE, JUST

FOR A MOMENT,
THEY'VE FORGOTTEN
THEY CAN FLY.

ANYONE
WHO SAYS
THEY DON'T
WANT TO FLY
1S LYING.

|




LISTEN CAREFLULLY.

YOU PON'T NEED TO

STAY HERE. YOU CAN
BE WHATEVER

you \gArtlT TO BUT

ICANTBE
YOUR SON,
CANIZ

I CAN'T
BE YOUR
FATHER.

IS IT MORE !
IMPORTANT |
BECAUSE THAN MEZ
I HAVE TO BE
SOMETHING

ANYONE
WHO SAYS
THEY PON'T
WANT TO FLY
IS LYING.

THAT'S
NOT REALLY
WHAT I




PLEASE.

I THINK
YOU NEED IT
MORE THAN

ME.

CASPAR.
SHOW ME

Y EATER Bur 1 oA
BE YOUR TEACHER. IPON'T
REALLY WANT
I CAN MAKE YOU e
FIERCE. I CAN PLHLRT

PON'T LIKE
FIGHTING.

HOW TO USE
THESE TO
END
FIGHTS.




AFTER THAT, MY

PARENTS WERE LIKE THE OTHER ‘:_\
PISTANT. BUT THEY KEEPERS AND i)

WERE THERE. ] HOLPERS, THEY

VISITED A LOT OVEr [ '
Q ¥ T NexT FEW _ _ _
\ Y _ YEARS. . ,
e = ) \ \ N . ) | L

S0, PO
YOU HAVE ANY
HOBBIESZ OR

1S 1T JUST
SECRECY

AN

BUT THEY TRIED
NOT TOU 9:%V;/ TOO
MUCI
THEMSELVES.
Cafices
g SHOULPER.

FOCUS,

..BEING SO
CLOSE AND QO
SO FAR AWAY > IAPMIT, T
AT THE SAME RESENTED
TIME. X THEM BACK
THEN.



..BUT I'M STILL ESPECIALLY
GLAD WE HAD KNOWING
THAT TIME WHA"El IﬁNOW
OW.

TOGETHER.

COME
WITH ME,
PLEASE.

OOOH. l ’ II

CASPAR'S IN
TROUBLE.

CASPAR.
SOMETHING'S
HAPPENEPD.

IMSOGLAP I

GOT TO SPEND

TIME WITH MY
FATHER...




..BEFORE HE
WAS TAKEN
AWAY.

L J“

THAT WAS THE
END OF MY

CHILPHOOP.

CASPARZ

I'M JusT
GOING FOR A
WALK.

po
YOU WANT
COMPANYZ

THAT WAS
THE MOMENT
IT ALL
CHANGEPD.

BEFORE THE
TRIALS. BEFORE
THE BETRAYAL.

BEFORE THE

FALL.

BEFORE THE
FIRST SECRET
WAS UNLEASHEPD.
BEFORE THE
GREAT EVIL.




THERE
WAS NO
FLYING AWAY
AFTER THAT.

IT'S STRANGE
TO BE THE ONE
TO TELL THIS

il

l ;' ey

ESPECIALLY
BECAUSE I
PON'T MAKE IT
TO THE ENPD.

/
|

THE TRIALS.




