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For the 1539,
That their Stand at Attica

Inspires the Spirit of Abolition and Resistance.
And brings Hope and Inspiration to those Incarcerated

In these modern institutions of Inhumanity.
 
For Mom and Dan,

Who taught me the story of Attica,
Introduced me to Big Black and Pearl,

And with Love and Generosity,
Pursued Justice Relentlessly to the End.
 
For Pearl,

Big Black’s North Star,
Who guided us, 

Kept us moving Forward,
And never allowed us to Give Up.
 
And for Big Black,

The Heartbeat of our Story.
 
—Jared Reinmuth

For my love, Syb.

For my boys, Gab & Noé.

For all the ones who
trusted me on this book:
Patrick, Jared, Pearl, Alex, Judy,
Joan, Sierra, and Allyson.

—Améziane



This graphic novel is about real people and events. 

It is about a courageous, gentle person; a huge 

man with a booming voice. It is about people 

who were imprisoned at Attica, the maximum-

security penitentiary in upstate New York in 1971. 

It is about a rebellion for humane treatment. It is 

about the state’s violent repression of an uprising 

that culminated in a bloody massacre committed 

by a police force that Dr. Clarence B. Jones (lawyer 

and former speechwriter for Martin Luther King, 

Jr., who was present at the prison at the request 

of the inmates) called “young, tense, and infected 

with racism.” My involvement begins on the day 

of the uprising with a phone call from the prison 

to my law office. Here starts a personal and legal 

commitment that would last three decades.

September 13, 1971 became one of the bloodiest 

days in modern United States history when 

N.Y. State Governor Nelson Rockefeller ordered 

the violent retaking of Attica Prison. Troopers 

indiscriminately shot two thousand rounds of 

ammunition at unarmed people trapped within 

the prison walls, resulting in the deaths of 29 

prisoners and 10 guards. After the shooting 

stopped, police beat and tortured the surviving 

prisoners. One of the worst atrocities was the 

sadistic barbarism perpetrated by state police and 

guards against Frank “Big Black” Smith, the central 

figure of this book.

To hold the state accountable, in 1974, on behalf 

of the 1,281 prisoners who were brutalized in 

D-Yard that morning, I filed a federal class action 

civil rights damage lawsuit against Governor 

Nelson Rockefeller and other state officials, 

seeking compensation for the wrongful deaths 

and brutalities inflicted against the prisoners. For 

an incredibly long 26 years, the legal team of five 

lawyers and innumerable dedicated supporters 

sought justice in and out of court for the prisoners, 

who became known as the Attica Brothers.

Following his release from prison, Big Black 

began working for me and for other lawyers as an 

investigator for people charged with crimes. He 

had the ability to make people feel comfortable 

and forthcoming. He was intelligent, strategic, and 

charismatic, which made him an ideal investigator. 

At Attica, his communication skills and commitment 

to fair play were displayed as the prisoners’ football 

coach. His stature and character were two of the 

reasons he was selected by the rebelling inmates 

to be their chief of security, and he certainly lived 

up to his reputation. No one was harmed for four 

days in D-Yard, including state officials, up until the 

massacre of September 13. As you will see on the 

pages before you, because of Big Black’s role during 

the uprising, the state tortured him beyond what is 

imaginable.

INTRODUCTION



After his release from Attica, Big Black also became 

an early intervention drug counselor for addicted 

youth. At the time, early intervention, non-

punitive treatment was innovative. In Brooklyn, 

he worked with high school youth in a vocational 

program sponsored by the United Auto Workers, 

and had a close relationship with Sam Meyers and 

other UAW officials.

In his own case, Big Black was a riveting witness. 

His testimony about enduring sadistic torture and 

brutality resulted in a unanimous jury verdict. 

He was awarded compensatory damages in the 

amount of $4 million, the largest jury verdict for 

a sole prisoner in the history of the United States. 

The judgement was wrongfully dismissed, and all 

other verdicts nullified by an appellate court. In 

2000, after 26 years and faced with no credible 

options, the Attica Brothers Lawsuit settled for 

the inadequate sum of $12 million to be shared 

amongst the plaintiffs. 

Big Black was so magnetic and respected that the 

unfavorable trial judge invited him to his and his 

wife’s home for a holiday dinner. Upon hearing 

of Big Black’s declining health, Daniel Callaghan, 

Former Capt. 19th Special Forces Group, present 

at Attica and a witness at trial, wrote to Big Black, 

“…today I am a better human being than I once 

was, and you made me so.” 

I have often asked myself how a person could suffer 

such brutality and remain optimistic and kind. As 

Big Black’s wife Pearl testified at trial, she would 

often find him underneath their bed, shaking 

from a PTSD-induced nightmare. But with her 

loving support, he remained steady and generous. 

Big Black and Attica Brother Akil Al-Jundi were a 

driving force in the quest for justice. He remained 

close to all the surviving Attica Brothers, especially 

Carlos Roche, until the end of his life in 2004. 

With the introduction of the archaic Rockefeller 

drug laws, and for-profit prisons, mass incarceration 

has exploded. In 1971, New York State laid claim 

to 12 prisons and 12,500 prisoners. In 2000, when 

the case was settled, that number had ballooned 

to 72 prisons and 72,500 prisoners, ravaging poor 

communities of color and making the Attica prison 

uprising a story for today. 

This book, with its accuracy and visual depth, 

is an honest portrayal of those horrifying and 

tragic events—events which resonate in today’s 

political climate. Frank “Big Black” Smith’s story is 

an inspiration to my family, to Jared, to his siblings 

and his mom, and it will continue to inspire future 

generations.

Daniel Meyers, Esq. 
Attica Brothers Legal Team, 1974-2000





9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16







19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33





35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59





61



62



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



74



75



76



77



78



79



80



81



82



83



84



85



86



87







90



91



92



93



94



95



96



97



98



99







102



103



104



105



106



107



108





110



111



112



113



114



115



116



117



118



119



120



121



122



123



124



125



126



127



128



129



130



131



132



133



134



135



136



137



138



139



140



141



142



143



144



145



146



147



148



149



150



151



152



153



154



155



156



157



158



159



160



161







164



165



166



167



168

ATTICA IS
ALL OF US.
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WAKE UP,
BECAUSE NOTHING
COMES TO A SLEEPER
BUT A DREAM!

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES!

The End



William Allen

Elliott (L. D.) Barkley

John B. Barnes

Edward Cunningham (hostage) 

John J. D’Arcangelo (hostage) 

Bernard Davis

Allen Durham

Willie Fuller

Melvin D. Gray

Elmer G Hardie (hostage) 

Robert J. Henigan

Kenneth E. Hess

Thomas B. Hicks

Emanuel Johnson

Herbert W. Jones Jr. (hostage)

Richard J Lewis (hostage) 

Charles Lundy

Kenneth B. Malloy

Gidell Martin

William B. McKinney

Lorenzo McNeil

Samuel Melville

Edward R. Menefee

Jose Mentijo

Milton Menyweather

John G. Monteleone (hostage) 

Richard Moore

Carlos Prescott

Michael Privitiera

William E. Quinn (hostage) 

Raymond Rivera

James B. Robinson 

Santiago Santos

Barry J. Schwartz

Harold Thomas

Carl Valone (hostage) 

Rafael Vasquez

Melvin Ware

Elon F. Werner (hostage) 

Ronald Werner (hostage) 

Willie West

Harrison Whalen (hostage) 

Alfred Williams

WHO DIED AT ATTICA,
WE WILL NOT FORGET
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FRANK “BIG BLACK” SMITH
Frank “Big Black” Smith was a former inmate at Attica prison who was tortured by officers following 

the deadly 1971 uprising. After his release from prison, he kicked a drug addiction and worked as a 

substance abuse counselor. He also devoted his life to becoming the voice of his fellow prisoners in 

a 26-year lawsuit against New York state. Smith later became an advocate for the Forgotten Victims 

of Attica, a group comprised of surviving hostages and relatives of the dead prison guards who were 

believed to have been encouraged to accept limited benefits which barred them from suing the state. 

Smith married in 1983, studied to be a paralegal, and worked as an investigator for lawyers. He passed 

away at 70 years old in Kingston, N.C., after a long battle with cancer. He is survived by his wife, Pearl.

JARED REINMUTH
Jared Reinmuth has worked as an actor, writer, teacher, director, and songwriter. He made his acting 

debut at the 1994 Dionysian International Theatre Festival in Veroli, Italy in Karen Malpede’s The 

Beekeeper’s Daughter. Regional and National Tour Credits include: Cyrano de Bergerac, Dracula, Don 

Quixote, Athos in The Three Musketeers, and Guildenstern in Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead. 

Jared made his directorial debut in 2016 at the Theater for the New City’s Dream UP Festival with 

Andrea J. Fulton’s Roof-Top Joy. His adaptation, Monte Cristo, debuted at the Hackensack Cultural 

Arts Center. Jared began his writing collaboration with Frank “Big Black” Smith in 1997, while 

assisting his step-father, famed Attica attorney Dan Meyers. In 2017, at the suggestion of friend 

and colleague Patrick Kennedy, he joined forces with Pearl Battle Smith and artist Améziane to turn 

Frank’s vision into the graphic novel Big Black: Stand at Attica. Also in 2017, Jared began his musical 

collaboration with Alex Tichane, songwriting original music to accompany the book, and further 

explore Big Black’s inspiring biography.

AMÉZIANE
Améziane grew up in Paris, France with the comics of Frank Miller and Bill Sienkiewicz, the films of 

Bruce Lee, and the soul music of ‘66/’76. Améziane worked several years as an art director, illustrator, 

and graphic designer. Late in 2001, he finally jump-started his comic book career by writing several 

scripts. He worked on the comics adaptation of Cuatro Manos with his favorite novelist, Paco Ignacio 

Taibo II. Améziane recently completed Miss Davis (a biopic of Angela Davis), the final installment 

in his Soul Trilogy, which also includes Muhammad Ali and Big Black. The New York Times bestseller 

Muhammad Ali was written by Sybille Titeux de la Croix and is Améziane’s first comics work published 

in the United States. Clan and CashCowboys are available digitally, and Big Black: Stand at Attica is his 

first original production in English. Today, Améziane divides his time between his own Noir comics, 

projects with writer Sybille Titeux de la Croix, collaborations with Jared Reinmuth, and working in film. 

Of course, he doesn’t sleep enough . . .
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In the summer of 1971, New York’s Attica State Prison is a symbol 

of everything broken in America—abused prisoners, rampant 

racism and a blind eye turned towards the injustices perpetrated 

against the powerless. But when the guards at Attica overreact 

to a minor incident, the prisoners decide they’ve had enough 

and revolt—taking their jailers hostage and making demands 

for humane conditions. 

Frank “Big Black” Smith finds himself at the center of 

this uprising, struggling to protect hostages, prisoners and 

negotiators alike. But when the only avenue for justice seems 

to be negotiating with ambitious Governor Nelson Rockefeller, 

Big Black soon discovers there may be no hope in finding a 

peaceful resolution for the prisoners in Attica.

Written by Frank “Big Black” Smith with Jared 

Reinmuth and illustrated by Améziane, Big Black: Stand 

At Attica is an unflinching look at the price of standing up 

to injustice in what remains one of the bloodiest civil rights 

confrontations in American history.
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