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Acte—_ ¥ \

[ Ao.. gust this
one fimie.
: )

YOoU 5UPPOSED
TO BE THERE

.' DON’T WORRY!
I WON'T BE!

>8igh#
This thing

never

works.

p YOUCAN N .
BE LATE TONIGHT, what this kid 7/’”""’
BUT DON'T BE LATE yet 1o realize:
TOMORROW! 0
- o il /]

YOUW'RE STILL
INSISTING ON
WEARING THAT

OUTFIT?







HEY, CHARLES!
BROUGHT YOU A
G60AT-CURRY
PIE.

BIG PAY
TOMORROW.

HOW
ARE YOU
DOING?

THANKS
T APPRECIATE
THAT.

»

I-
INVITE YOU, BUT
IT’5 A VILLAGE
THING...T'M
S50RRY--

GOOP
LUCK! T'LL
BE THINKING

OF YOu.

THANKS FOR
ASKING.

OKAY, OKAY...
HAVE A 600D
NIGHT!

SIMME
ANOTHER!

YOU'VE HAD
ENOUGH!




YOU PICK THE RIGHT
QUEST, YOU CAN 6ET
OUT OF THIS VILLAGE.
SEE THE WORLD.
MAYBE SCORE A
PRINCESS AND S5OME
60LD AND NEVER
COME BA

I PID MINE LAST
YEAR. 60LDEN
G6005E. FOUND IT.
THE END. IT'5
NOT ABOUT ME
ANYMORE.

I STILL
DON’T KNOW. T
CAN’T THINK OF

ANYTHING.

YEAH? 50
WHAT’S YOUR
QUEST?

--50 5ICK OF
TALKING ABOUT
QUESTS...

WHAT?! THIS 15
OUR LAST CHANCE TO
DO SOMETHING AMAZING
BEFORE WE BECOME
COBBLERS, IRONSMITHS,
CARPENTERS, AND
FARMERS

I’M 6ONNA EAT
50ME MERMAID
FLESH. LIVE
FOREVER!

Lgh. THAT’S
BARBARIC. AND
IT’5 NOT TRUE.

IT'5 AMYTH.

BILLY FOUND
MERMAID FLESH
FIVE YEARS

Bl : WHAT
BILLY DIED. DON'T ABOUT THE
HE DEFINITELY | YOU WORRY  REST OF YOU?
WASN’T IMMORTAL ABOUT DEMURE?
AFTER EATING IT. HER?
THE PUBLIC QUEST
ANNOUNCEMENT 15
TOMORROW! You
BETTER FIGURE
IT out!

WHAT
ABOUT You,

OOOKAY.
ANSEL?

AND CAN
YOU PLEASE
EXPLAIN, WHAT
EXACTLY ARE You
WEARING?

1’5 MY, uh...
QUESTING




I’M 60IN6 TO
FIND...

ARE YOU NUT5?
FOLKLORDS? THEY’'RE
LESS REAL THAN THE
MERMAIDS.

IF YOU ANNOUNCE
THAT TOMORROW?
YOU BETTER HOPE THE
LIBRARIANS AREN'T
AROUND.

you
6UYS JUST
PON; $ 6ET

THEY’LL THROW You
IN PRISON FOR A
QHE?;A' LIKE

WE’RE NOT EVEN
SUPPOSED TO
TALK ABOUT THE
FOLKLORDS.

OR A5 PUNISHMENT FOR
THAT OUTFIT YOU'RE
WEARING.

Aw! C’MON,
ANSEL...DON'T

BE LIKE
AT!




,mM.
T%AF
AR
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WHAT ARE YOU
TALKING ABOUT?
WHY DO You
CARE?

BECAUSE...

YOUW'RE
60ING TO
THINK I’'M

CRAZY.

I DON'T
THINK YOU
SHOULD PO
THAT ONE.

1.1 DO
CARE. T CARE
ABOUT Yol WE'VE

ANSEL. gEEN FRIENDS
SINCE WE WERE

KIDS. 1




I’VE HAD
DREAMS. BUT.
MORE THAN THAT.
THEY'RE LIKE

WHEN
VISIONS.

I SLEEP, BUT
S5OMETIMES WHEN
I’M AWAKE, TOO.
I HAVE THESE
VISIONS OF...
OF ANOTHER

WORLD.

IN THIS OTHER THIS 15 HOW
WORLD? THERE ARE THE PEOPLE THERE
BUILDINGS AS TALL AS DRES5. PEOPLE AS
MOLUNTAINS. THERE FAR AS THE EYE CAN
ARE 5HIPS THAT FLY SEE. NO TREES AT
THROUGH THE AIR. ALL. AND THEY LIVE
CARRIAGES THAT IN GIGANTIC
MOVE WITHOUT VILLAGES...
HORSES.

LOOK.

I THINK THIS
PLACE 15 REAL.
I THINK T CAN
ACTUALLY 6ET
THERE. AND T

THINK THE
FOLKLORDPS
KNOW THE
WAY.

15 THAT
WHERE YOU GET
YOUR IPEAS FOR

CLOTHES AND ALL
THOSE... THOSE
THINGS YOuU

YOU’'RE
G6REEDY.

YOU'RE WHAT’5 THE POINT OF
G6REEDY FOR EVERY 5TORY YOUR
SECRETS. PARENTS TOLD YOouU
WHEN YOU WERE
A KID?

THE
BLUTTONOUS
BO0SE? THE

UNHAPPY
BEAR?

WHAT’S
THE LESSON
OF THOSE
TALES?

“DON’T BE
GREEDY. BE
CONTENT. ENJOY
WHAT You
HAVE.”




THE WHOLE
POINT OF THE
QUESTS 15 TO

FIND YOURSELF.
TO BE CONTENT
WITH WHO You
ARE.

oh, I'M 50RRY. DID THE
GOLPEN 600OSE HELP YOU
'FIND YOURSELF”? THIS 15
DIFFERENT--

DEE! T'M
SORRY--T
i\ DIDN’T MEAN
; THAT...







HOW MANY WAS
THAT? EIGHT?
NINE RING5?

o~
e et

I KNow, T KNow! YOU OWE ME.

PLEASE HURRY!
T REALLY OWE 0”5 EG_OM

YOu ONE.




--60ING TO FIND
THE 60LDEN
O

BOWL OF
FORESIGHT!

I AM 60ING
ON A QUEST TO
RESCUE THE LADY
AND THE
TIGER!

Oh...
You made
it...

Where have
you been?! Get
up there!

--ATTEMPT
TO FIND THE
LEGENDARY

6LOBE OF

SNOW!




T’MA GONNA FIND ME

HIM! GONNA ASK HIM WHY
HE GONE AND DONE
THAT!

I’'M 60ING
TO FIND THE oh.
GOLDEN AND TAKE A
APPLE OF BITE FROM
YouTH! 1!

...TO FIND THE
LEGENDARY
FOLKLORDS!

MY INTENT 15 TO FIND
THE SLEEPING PRAGONS
OF 6ADOR AND...
AND...AND FIND
THEM. THAT'S

T intend
to claim the Black
Diamond of
Forever.

Archer,
what?!
That’s

mine!

I WILL NOT ONLY
FIND THE SNOWMAIDEN
OF NANOC...T WILL
CONVINCE HER TO
WED ME!

I’M QUESTING INTO
THE BOWELS OF THE
COLOS5US OF

ROADS! AND THEN!

I, uh...T’M GONNA
COME BACK OUT...
ALIVE!

What are
you doing?
You stole
my--







THE GUILD
OF LIBRARIANS
REQUIRES YOUR

ABSOLUTE

SILENCE.

THIS YEAR’S
QUEST CEREMONY
15 HEREBY
CANCELED.

PURSUIT OF FALSE
KNOWLEDGE LEADS TO
THE PERPETUATION
OF LIES.

THIS 15 WHY KNOWLEDGE
OF...OR EVEN THE PURSUIT OF
IT 15 OUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE FOLKLORDS
SWORN DUTY TO OR ANY OTHER FICTIONAL
GUARD YOU AGAINST NARRATIVES 15 EXPRESSLY
ALL DANGERS. FORBIDDEN!
THIS INCLUDES They
DANGEROUS... runit. T
IPDEAS. guess they
can do
that?




IN ADDITION,
THERE HAVE BEEN
REPORTS OF
WILD THING
ATTACKS AT
THE EDGES

AS A
RESULT, QUESTS
BEYOND OUR
BORDERS HAVE
BEEN DEEMED
UNSAFE.

point? Quests
are always
unsafe.

ANY VIOLATION WILL
BE PUNISHABLE
BY IMMEDIATE
EXECUTION.

[ o
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THEREFORE,

THIS YEAR’S QUEST-
TAKERS WILL HAVE THEIR
QUESTS ASSIGNED
TO THEM.

PLEASE
FORM AN ORDERLY
A MATTER \ - LINE AND YOUR QUESTS
OF VILLAGE | % i WILL BE HANDED TO YOU
SECURITY. g A A5 YOU EXIT THE BUILDING.

THANK
YOU FOR YOUR
COOPERATION.




' . THIS 15 TOTAL © “YOUR QUEST 15 TO FIND A
| — BULL-SHEEP. ,  REBELLIOUS ENOME AND
» O . REPORT THEM TO THE
N SOt g LIBRARIANS.” ‘
\_ % [ | /

WHAT 15 THAT EVEN? TAKE FIVE
S5TEPS AND YOU'RE 60ING TO TRIP
OVER A REBELLIOUS GNOME.
THEY’RE ALL TROUBLE-
MAKERS.

YMONITOR
A TROLL FERRY
AND REPORT ANY
BUsPICIoUS
ACTIVITY TO THE
LIBRARIANS.”

THESE AREN'T QUESTS.
THE LIBRARIANS
ARE TURNING U5
INTO SPIES AND

INFORMANTS.

THEY CRACKED DOWN LIKE ‘ THIS 15 MY
THIS ONCE BEFORE. NEARLY QUEST, DAD.
TWENTY YEARS AGO. SAME MINE.
THING. THEY HANDED
OUT DIFFERENT

QUESTS.

TI’'VE BEEN
WAITING EIGHTEEN
YEARS FOR IT AND I'M
NOT LETTING THEM
TAKE IT Ie‘gAY FROM

Dee
didn’t show
up. I guess
that’s it...




DON'T...DON’T
WORRY ABOUT IT.
NEITHER ONE OF

us CAN DO IT

WE SHOULD 60
ON OUR QUEST
ANYWAY.

WHAT
HAPPENED

LET’S JUST DO
IT. LET'S 60 FIND THE
FOLKLORDS. 5CREW THE
LIBRARIANS.

LISTEN. IT’M 50RRY.
I PANICKED. T
COULDN’T THINK
OF A QUEST.

YEAH...
I 6UESS.
I PROBABLY
DESERVE IT.

I(ouz”
QUEST?

MEET ME AT
SUNDOWN.




yYou

ANSEL...
PLEASE!

THE
LIBRARIANS
ARE 5ERIOUS.
17’5 TOO
DANGEROUS
TO 60 oUT
THERE!

AWFULLY LATE FOR

FELLAS TO BE OUT,
ISN'T ITZ LIBRARIANS
WILL BE ASKING
QUESTIONS.

I DON'T
KNOW ABOUT
THIS...

DON'T
WORRY. WHAT’S
THE WORST
THAT COULD
HAPPEN?

T HAVE TO DO THIS. IF
NOT NOW, WHEN? ISN’T
THIS THE POINT OF THE

QUEST? TO 6GROW UP

AND FIGURE OUT
WHO WE ARE?

HECK.
MAYBE THIS
15 ALL PART

OF THE

TEST.

TWO GOAT PIES
FOR YOU, AS
PROMISED.

PENALTY OF
DEATH, ANSEL.
THE LIBRARIANS
DO NOT MESS
AROUND.

IF WE'RE
NOT CAREFUL
THIS COULD BE
OVER BEFORE
IT EVEN--




...begins...

Yol BOY5 ARE IN
CLEAR VIOLATION
OF THE GUILD
OF LR EACIANS

EUIDELINES.

PUNISHABLE
BY IMMEDIATE
EXECUTION.

SAMPE. |

"1z

WHERE...DO You
THINK YOU’'RE
EoING?




I--T FORGOT MY
JOURNAL AT A FRIEND’S
HOUSE IN LIEF VILLAGE
DOWN THE WAY. T WAS
JUST 60ING BACK
TO GET IT.

BECAUSE
T THOUGHT You
WERE 60IN&
ON A REAL
QUEST.

WHY DID HE
LET Us 602! THAT
LIBRARIAN WAS...

HE WAS...
OFF.

YEP! NOW WE
JUST NEED TO FIND
OUT WHERE THE
FOLKLORDS
ARE!

REALLY? THAT'S
DISAPPOINTING.

T DON’T KNOW.
T DON'T
CARE.

BUT WE DID IT!
WE'RE PAST THE
BOUNDARY!

Rnowledge is
a curse.

But what-is a
“eurse, " really?




WAIT, { ] NO.
WHAT?! YOU . THAT’S THE
DPON’T KNow - FUN PART! THE

WHERE THE -

JOURNEY 15 THE
FOLKLORDS QUEST!
ARE?

Literally..literarily?
4 carse is_just a word.

THIS 15
OUR CHANCE. WE'RE
60ING TO PROVE
THE FOLKLORDS
ARE REAL.
WE'RI
60ING TO WRITE
OURSELVES INTO
LEGEND.

md what power Ao words
really have, anyway?
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TWO
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; 50...YOUR ENTIRE

Raime. " Bt

A CIME... 0 FINDING THE
"FOLKLORDS."

- e e
Once”? Was i+ T RS TO ANNOU
. THAT A5 YOUR QUEST. YOU'VE
Just-once? ve’'d HAD EIGHTEEN YEARS TO
betrer hope so. PLAN. {LtsT LIKE WE
ALL DO...

ad “time"? s relative.
Pon’t even get wie started. YEE&?,”JES%L.
HAVE NO IDEA
WHERE TO
S5TART.

FOLKLORD
LORE 15...KIND OF
FORBIDDEN. WHAT WAS
T SUPPOSED TO DO?
THE LIBRARIANS
WON’T HELP.

MY PLAN WAS
ALWAYS THIS. JUST HIT
THE ROAD. SEE THE WORLD.
MEET PEOPLE. 6ATHER
INFORMATION.

YEAH. IT DOES . RIGHT? YOU

‘once upon a time" actually kind Tge% gL%pgN A DON’T REALIZE HOW
T " ; L, B . SMALL OUR VILLAGE
of implies that there are multiple "W\ TiiE OPEN i5 UNTIL YOU START
INStAnces in meltiple Himielives... o ROAD. WALKING. GUESS
THAT’5 THE WHOLE
POINT OF THE
QUEST.

SEE THE
WORLD. BROADEN
OUR HORIZONS. OUR
VILLAGE 15 DOWNRIGHT
CLAUSTROPHOBIC.

ARE YOU FROM
ORIGINALLY? 15
THAT--15 THAT
RUDE TO ASK?




I’M THE ONLY ELF
IN THE VILLAGE. I'VE
BEEN ASKED THAT
MY ENTIRE
LIFE.

| 2
"‘“’N{’uf ;
W

WHEN YOU’'RE THE ONLY
KID WITH POINTY EARS...
YOU DEFINITELY 6ET
TREATED A LITTLE
DIFFERENT.

Nah. IT’5 OKAY. FOR A5 LONG AS
I 60T TREATED I CAN REMEMBER
BETTER THAN I LIVED IN OUR
THE 6NOMES, VILLAGE.

THAT’5 FOR

“...I WASN'T
BORN THERE.”




“THE WAY MY PARENTS TELL
1T, MY PAP WAS ON HIS WAY
HOME FROM THE MARKET.

YHE ASSUMED SOME ELF
FAMILY HAD FALLEN ON HARP
TIMES AND LEFT ME. =

\f*‘ NEULSY]  ANYWAY, T NEVER
; ZIOM KNEW MY REAL
Pl : A PARENTS. ;

= g

‘MY APOPTIVE PARENTS WERE
| POOR. PROBABLY THE REASON
THEY NEVER HAD KIP5.

o, ?
r

= AE

“THEY COULD BARELY AFFORD TO FEED
THEMSELVES. MY PAP ALWAYS BLAMED THE
EXORBITANT PROPERTY TAXES LEVIED BY

THE UNREAL ESTATE AGENTS.

YPAD TOOK ME HOME AND THEY
LOVED ME. THEY'D NEVER HAD
KIP5, BUT THEY ALWAYS
WANTED THEM.”




e —

p In . ’ = | L3 AN = "‘. g ]
5 %9 % : . T wAS i
' A e ’ \ / =S THEIR LITTLE
sl 1 T . | =25 BLESSING.””
LN : - ikt

! £ s
- K scousnz )N ,
g R\ LN [// -
W W TvE caiD 15 [
CURSED... [~ |
: N iy L
e W 75 '{m& ‘7 AN T /
XN M NP AN NG
R IR AN G . A U CT5 )% 1 SRS IR

YOU-YOU'VE 60T TO 6ET
RID OF HIM...BEFORE...
BEFORE YOU DIE,
T00...

NEVER...
NEVER SHOULD
HAVE TAKEN

/
[
A : .
“THEY WERE
| oLD wHEN THEY § Yy
i FounDME. [y
1 -

N N L

VEVENTUALLY MOM
PIED, ANP THEN IT WAS
JUST ME AND PAD.

WELL, THEY
WERE LUCKY
TO FIND
You.

EVENTUALLY

IT WAS JUST
ME.”




YOU’VE BEEN

READPING TOO

MANY BOOKS,
ANSEL.

WHY ARE WE
5TOPPING?

‘CAUSE
NOW WE HAVE A
CHOICE TO MAKE.
THE EASY ROAD...
OR THE TRAIL
THROUGH THE
ENCHANTED
FOREST.

WELL, CONSIDERING
OUR QUEST 15 TO FIND
THE FOLKLORDPS AND
NOT “VENTURE INTO THE
ENCHANTED FOREST,”
WHY MAKE IT HARDER
THAN l‘ll' 5A9LREAPY

REALLY? IT'5 A
QUEST, ARCHER.
YOU NEVER TAKE
THE EASY
ROAD.

BUT
WHATEVER
YOU 5AY. YOU'RE
THE ONE WITH
THE CHARMED
LIFE.




DUDE. YOU'RE THE
CHARMED ONE. ELVEN
BLOOD RUNNING
THROUGH YOUR
VEINS.

MYSTERIOUSLY
LEFT IN THE WOOD5 AS
A CHILD...AND THEN
RESCUED?




...BUT THIS FOREST
15 ANYTHING BUT.
LET’S JUST KEEP
OUR DIST-- S

S50RRY! DIDN'T
SEE YOU
THERE--




I HAVE
S5OMETHING

FOR You!

GOAT-CURRY
PIE! Y-YOU'LL
LOVE IT.










Oh MY 60D.
Fegli Zgle{ ;‘}SAR Please tell
SOMETHING? m:r?r%igz-a




I DON’T KNOW. IF THAT’S WHAT
T KINDA FEEL “SAD” LOOKS LIKE,
BAD NOW. SHE IT%oéNE'E \:llégT OR
LOOKE "N A ANGRY. EVER AGAIN,
FOR THAT
MATTER.

EITHER WAY,
YOU PROBABLY
SHOULDN'T HAVE
HIT HER WITH

YOU MADE
AN ENEMY. WE
WERE ONE 60AT-
CURRY PIE FROM
MAKING AN
ALLY.

THIS
15 TOTALLY
A TRAP.




MA’AM?
CAN WE
HELP?

I-I'M NOT
SURE. IT'M LOST.
T’M HUNGRY.
I’M TIRED.

I’VE BEEN
IN THESE WOOD5
50 LONG, T...

HERE, HAVE
50ME FRESH
WATER.

I’M ANSEL,
AND THIS 15 MY
600D FRIEND

ARCHER.

WELL,
6RETA. YOU'RE
NOT ALONE
ANYMORE.

SET UP CAMP

LET’S FIND
A PLACE TO

AND WE'LL
GET IT ALL
SO0RTED.

Come on. We haven’+
helped a single person
so far on this quest.
That’s a bad
sign.

We're
not passing
up another
chance.

TH-THANK YOU.
THESE WOODS...
THEY'RE A CRUEL

PLACE.

EVERYONE
LOOKING OUT FOR
THEMSELVES.

Are you
Flirting right
now? You think
Demure would
approve?

I’'m
helping.
14’5 nothing
more than




T HAVE
SNACKS IN

HUNGRY.

NOTHING WHAT 15 THIS
CLEARS THE MAsIC? ARE You
HEAD LIKE A WIZARDS?
FULL 5TOMACH
AND A WARM
BED.

YEAH, ANSEL. WHERE PO You
ARE YOU A 6ET ALL THAT
WIZARD? S5TUFF?

NO, NO...
THEY'RE JUST
S5OME LITTLE

G6ADGETS T

MAKE Up.

JUST SOME WE’RE TRYING THE FOLKLORD5?
ARE YO

TOOLS TO HELP TO FIND THE u
us ON OUrR FOLKLORDS. SERIOUS?!

QUEST.




Uh...YEAH.
6UESS WE

ARE. sy _ WHAT

& 2 , ABOUT You,
LIBRARIANS =~ \| GRETA?
WILL EXECUTE US :
IF WE’RE FOUND
OUT. PRETTY
GUTSY.

I WAS SEPARATED
FROM MY BROTHER AS
WE BECAME LOST IN
THE WOOD5, AND
I'M AFRAID...

...AFRAID
THE WORST HAS
HAPPENED.

I HAVE HEARD
TALES OF THE WEEPING
WOOP KILLER THAT HAS

ROAMED THIS FOREST
FOR YEARS. BUT T
THOUGHT IT WAS A

S5TORY TO 5CARE
CHILDREN.

IT HAS BEEN MANY
DAYS SINCE T LOST
MY BROTHER, AND
T THINK THE KILLER
MAY HAlr\I’If‘\ TAKEN




YAFTER TORTURING THE
VICTIMS, THEY ARE SAIP

7O BURY THEM IN THE
GROUND.

CREATING THIS FOREST
FULL OF BONE-TREES... THE
BONES OF THEIR VICTIMS
6ROWN OVER THE YEARS.
THE TREES ACTING AS
G6RAVESTONES...

THE
LEGEND 5AYS
THAT THE KILLER
CHOKES THEIR
VICTIMS...

YIKES. WHAT KIND OF
MONSTER WOULD PO
SOMETHING LIKE
THAT?
Oh WAIT.
T THINK WE
ALREIADY BELIMPED
I Ut NTO HER.
HER WITH A
ROCK. ANSEL
OFFERED HER
FOOD.

“THE SEED INSIPE THE
CORPSE CONTINLES
7O GROW...”

I DON'T DON’T WORRY,
THINK THAT  6RETA. TOMORROW
WAS THE WE’'RE 60IN& TO
KILLER. FIND YOUR

BROTHER.







ARCHER?

6RETA?







NO...
WHOLE THING
COVEREDP N




folklords

is just a clever title. To
intrigue you. A hook.

The ONCE UPON A TIME...
is real. Trust me.

Are you reading this? For the longest time
are you living it? I thought it wasn'’t.
Your “wizard items” ) ;
You're going
that you make? to need them.

You're going
to need all of
that and

N

N

oY TN

g i
\

N










CHAPTER

THREE




"Once uron &
ATIME”? j

‘ 7

et | swear. | am NOT™ the
vaice that’s gonna hold
your hand throvgh +his..

At least-.6od...| hope
/’m not that.

LA -

And explains everything.
Like some Kind of short-
cut Narvative device.

m a lor of ways,
’m justas in the
dark as you are.

i / veally hope this
7aKi Z/ ly hop
s;faczgwn/;/ . T isn’t one of those
/ can make stupid stories
sense of where it’s all
it all. a dream.

B 0c ting
/ do know?




7his (s all

wow. YoU
ACTUALLY
FAINTED.

/4 IT'5 WAY LESS
| 600D WHEN THEY LOSE
i CONSCIOUSNESS.

WHY? IT'S
WHAT WE'VE
ALWAYS
DONE.

WELL.
NOT ALWAYS.
BUT EVER
SINCE...

WH-WHAT
ARE YOU DOING?
WHAT'S 60ING
ON?

WHY?
WHY ARE YOU
D-DOING
THIS?




...EVER
SINCE WE
RAN AWAY
FROM THE

LIBRARY.

YME AND HANZ WERE
KIP5 BACK THEN. WE
STOLED SOME BOOKS
AND FIGLRED WE'P
NEVER 60 BACK.

“THAT'’S WHEN
WE FOLND THIS
PLACE.

TS WHAT YOU MIGHT 5AY
WAS LIKE JUMPING FROM
THE FRYING PAN...”




YHOW WERE WE SLPPOSED

TO KNOWZ WE SAW A HOLSE

COVERED IN CANDY. IT WAS
A DIFFERENT TIME.

YHOW WERE WE
SUPPOSED TO
KNOW THAT ALL
THE KIPS THAT
EVER ESCAPEDP
ENDED UP
HERE...

“BACK THEN? NO
ONE LOCKED THEIR
DPOORS, ANDP YOU
COULD TRUST A
GINGERBREADP
COTTAGE.

YHOW WERE WE SUPPOSED

TO KNOW THIS OLD &llY,
TINES, WAS IN LEAGLIE
WITH THE LIBRARIANS?

“...AND WERE
NEVER SEEN
ASAIN?"

\



“TINES TOLD U5 ALL KINDPS OF
STORIES. ABOUT FOLKLORPS
AND WRITERS’ ROOMS AND
THE TWISTED WORLDS THEY
COME FROM.

“WORLDS FLLL
OF PAIN AND
DARKNESS.

YHE TAUGHT U5 ALL
KINPS OF THINGS...
PESPAIR. CONTROL.

POWEH

YHE TAUGHT U5 50
WELL, WE FINALLY
TRIED HIS IPEAS

OUT ON HIM.

“PROBLEM WAS.
AFTER WE 'ET HIM?
ALL WE HAD LEFT
TO EAT WAS THE
CANDY.

“WASN'T LONS, I FIGURED OUT THE
CANDY WASN'T ANY 600P.”
|




NOT MUCH
TO EAT OUT
HERE BUT THE
CANDY. 50 WE
DID WHAT WE
COULD.

Oh...DON'T

WORRY. YOU'RE
NEVER 60IN&
TO SEE HIM
AGAIN.

HANZ
S5TILL EATS
THE CANDY

BUT I DON'T
MUCH CARE

WH-WHAT
DID YOU PO WITH
MY FRIEND? WHERE
15 ARCHER?!

DON'T
WORRY 'BOUT
IT. WHAT T MEANT
TO 5AY 15: YOU'RE
NEVER 60ING TO
S5EE ANYONE
AGAIN.




you
GET PURRTY
PITCHURR

ALMOST,
HANZ. YOU CAN
6ET STARTED

AGAIN, NOW
THAT HE'S
AWAKE.

YOU SEE? T

ALWAYS LOVED
PAINTING.

AND AFTER WE
'ET THAT WITCHY
LIBRARIAN?

I STARTED
GETTIN' THESE VISIONS.
I LIKE TO CALL THEM
INSPIRATIONS.




ALL OF THOSE...
TH-THOSE ARE
PEOPLE YOU'VE

I MAKE A LITTLE
SOUVENIR OF 'EM.

THE
DARK WORLD
TINES SHOWED US? IT
DIDN'T HAVE NO TREES.

50 WE'RE DOIN' THE
OF’?O&I’)"S";A PLANTIN'

AND
EVERY TIME
WE GET A NEW
VISITOR?

cRETADoNT D
DO THIS. THERE'S IF You
MORE..MORE ol OF THI5
TO LI AN
e PLACtL:\i, You




o TREE BAYBEE W
REAVEE} i - /- N
GRET-TURH! _gaat

B YOU'RE GONNA
Bl crow INTO A BIG
B\ STRONG TREE
= ONE DAY!
7

] /&“




HANZ...NOW...
LISTEN TO YOUR
SISTER...

S5OMEONE"
UpP THERE!

WAIT FOR
ME, HANZ! DON'T
START WITHOUT
ME!

v,







HANZ HUG
YOU 1L You
CRACK/

G6ET OFF
MY BROTHER,
you ueLy
BRUTE!

THAT’S
IT, HANZ!
HUS UNTIL
SHE 5TOPS
MOVIN&!
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ToLD You
To CLEAR
ouT.

I-I
THOUGHT
YOoUu MIGHT
NEED
HELP.

TRIED To GIVE THEM THE
BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT.
1IT'S JUST HARD To
REALLY KNOwW
SOMEONE.

DAMMIT!
THING WON'T
LIGHT.

DOES 1T
LOOK LIKE
I NEED
HELP?

SHOULLD'VE DONE
THIS A LONG TIME AGO.
THEY WERE NOTHING
BuT COLD-BLOODED
KILLERS.




BETTER
GET FAR AwAY.
FOMES FROM
THIS PLACE wilL
PROBABLY BE...
DANGEROULS.

THANKS FOR
THAT BACK

I
I’M S50RRY

MY FRIEND
ATTACKED You
THE OTHER




YOUR NAME ISN'T
“USLY.” WHAT 15
IT, REALLY?

You CAN THINK OF
YOURSELF HOWEVER
You WANT. BuT AT
THE END OF THE DAY?
IT'S THE WORLD
THAT'S GONNA
NAME You.

I'VE BEEN CALLED

THAT 50 LONG, KiD,

I DON'T REMEMBER

WHAT MY NAME
1S ANYMORE.

REALLY CARE.
I Jus} OWN
iT.

DOESN'T
MATTER WHAT
You CALL
YOURSELF.




NOW, COME ON. ! ; YEAH? GET
THAT'S A REALLY e BACK To ME IN A
JADED THING TO # o FEW YEARS, KID,
SAY. YOU DEFINE Fogl i LET ME KNOW
YOoU. NOT THE i i How THAT
“WORLD.” 4 GOES

T’LL TELL I ALREADY LEFT MY VILLAGE,
YOU HOW IT'5 LOST MY POTENTIAL/MAYBE
60ING GIRLFRIEND, 60T MY BEST
FRIEND KILLED, AND STARTED
AN ILLEGAL QUEST THAT'S
PLINIégABLE BY

i

&/ DON'T 5EE ¥ )
: ME MOPING #d LOoOK.
AROUND. Vardy YOUR BEST
-. FRIEND?
HE WASN'T
YoUR BEST
FRIEND,

ABouT? ; \ N e NIGHT AFTER You
AN S : Al N ATTACKED
ME?

WHAT ARE N I FOLLOWED
- You TALKING _ You Two. THAT

I WATCHED You BY
THE FIRE THE NIGHT You
FOUND GRETA. AND I SAW WHY WOULD
GRETA AND ARCHER H HE? THAT
WHISPERING. HE I CAN'T BE.
RAN OFF,

VOUR { _ BELIEVE
BEST FRIEND? ﬁ:l‘g 25.5%";3’
S0LD YOu ouT. MY NOSE.




I’M TRYING
TO FIND THE
FOLKLORDS. AND !
AS IT HAPPENS? T " ) THE
e e
THE COTTAC = ; I THINK THEY'RE
ook e h CONNECTED TO
! MY VISIONS.

YEAH. LON&

STORY. ANYWAY,
MY VISIONS SHOW
ME THESE SAME KINDS
OF CRAZY CONTRAPTIONS.
LIKE MY “FIRE LIGHTER.”
STUFF THAT DOESN'T
EXIST. STUFF LIKE
WHAT’S IN THIS
BOOK!
WHOEVER
MADE THIS?
THEY WERE EITHER
A FOLKLORD OR
THEY HAD DIRECT
KNOWLEDGE
OF THEIR

THIS 15 S
IT! THIS 15 JUST
THE BREADCRUMB
WE NEED!

“YE FOUND,
PLEASE RETURN To
THE BRANCH LIBRARY
Of BANNED BOOKS--
ON PENALTY OF
DEATH.”

WELL. IF
THIS 15 THE CLUE
To THE FOLKLORDS?
THEN I KNOW WHERE
You hGlEeD To
0.

“BREADCRUMB."




"BREADCRUMBS ALWAY'S
LEAD To SOMETHING
REALLY...REALLY
B A D. ”

So, if'| WAS

ommiscient?




‘ﬁk}

7his is wheve I'd talk
about the dark clouds
on the horizon.

But are theve da
clonds? Is there
impending deomi?

o

LN ! don’t knew. | +old you. 7
: i !’m NOTommiscient-

VOUVE read a lorof B
boOKS. Vl//r/ don’t
Yon el mez

Hyou’re reading
1his? Maybe YON'RE
the omniscient one.

" BRANCH
LIBRARYOF







CHAPTER

FOUR




tave you figured
it out yer?

once uron
A CTIME...

> Veah. | kKnow.
’ve said that
betore.

Cause I’'m pretty sure
this has happened a
lot of times. Pon’t
worry. You'’ve getting
there. You’re nearly
cavght-up...

YEAH.
REALLY. T WANT
TO HEAR IT. IT'S THE
WHOLE POINT OF

IT'S BEEN S0
LONG SINCE ANYONE'S
ASKED ME A QUESTION

ABOUT...ANYTHING.
YOU'RE SURE?

LEARN
ABOUT YOURSELF
BY LEARNING ABOUT
THE WORLD AROUND
YOou, RIGHT?

But it’s like an incantation.
Repetition with a purpose.

ALL RIGHT.
WELL...EVERY KID
THINKS THEY'RE AN
OUTCAST AT SOME
POINT. FEELS
LIKE THEY DON'T
BELONG.

TS A
“PHASE.”
SOMETHING
EVERY KID GOES
THROULGH. BuT
ME?




YT WAS REAL
0BVIOUS I WASN'T
GOING To EVER
BELONG.”

HEY!
usLy! )/

You. YEAH.
You wWiTH
THE COURLY
HAIR,

LET'S JUST SAY
I WAS ELOQUENT AT
A YOUNG AGE.

I SAwW
You SWIMMING AT
THE FALLS THE OTHER

DAY, AND YOUR

“I HAD A WAY OF WIELDING WORDS
THAT WOULD...INSPIRE ACTION.”

wHY You W)Y
BI6 NASTY |
TROLL--!

IN FACT,
WHEN I SAW 1T

SREALLY, I WAS
JUST SEARCHING
FOR A REASON.
I HAD To BE LIKE
T wAS FOR SOME
REASON,

“I' wAS CONVINCED
I WAS SPECIAL.
DIFFERENT.”

UeH...
YOU'RE EVEN
W

“CuRSED.” Cloze..

- N T HAD READ A LOT OfF BOoKS. |
| T wAS ALS0 CONVINCED I KNEw |
. How To LIFT THE CURSE.”

TR 1 T Ty




YT WAS GOING To TAKE
FOREVER To GET ‘TRUE
LOVE'S KISS.

“THE WAY I LOOKED?
T DISI_?N T MAKE

YOU KNOW
YOou wiLL
ALWAYS BE
LOVED.

“BuT I wAS oKAY
wiTH 1T, I WAS BEING
FORGED INTO IRON,

HONEY?
ARE YOU
OKAY?

I DON'T
WANT To
TALK TAB(:'uT
17,

Ay,

‘WOTHING
BOTHERED
ME”

S0 I wAS TRYING
To ACCELERATE THE
PROCESS.

‘WO wAY wAS I GOING To

GO MY WHOLE LIFE LIKE

THIS. I KNEW SOMETHING
WASN'T RIGHT.




“ONE K155 AT
A TIME,

\SPREADING PEACE
AND LOVE...

“EVENTUALLY
I STOPPED
EXPECTING
RESULTS.”




|

“ENJOYING
LIFE...

M 1 Gogss 1 st |
)

“..INSTEAD OF FIGHTING

wHO I WAS.

GREW INTO MY
SKIN.”

A

-

ol

"k



I'M A FAN Of
FUTILE CAUSES
AND SuICIDE
MISSIONS.,

I'MmA
REFLECTION OF
THE WORLD. THE
QUEST 1S THE LIE
THEY TELL You
To KEEP You
OCCLPIED,

TH-THEN...
WHY DID YOu
AGREE TO
HELP ME?




THIS 1S 1T.
THE BRANCH
LIBRARY OF
BANNED

WE'VE COME THIS
FAR. AND THERE'S A
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
ALL YOUR OTHER
ADVENTURES AND
THIS ONE.

YOU HAVE
A PARTNER.
WE'RE WORKING
TOGETHER. AND
NOTHING 15
GONNA...




YOU’'RE
A LONG WAY FROM
LIEF VILLAGE, ANSEL.
T 5EE YOU'VE FOUND
A QUESTING
COMPANION.

BUT
YOU'RE MAKING
50 MUCH NOISE,

THE LIBRARY WILL
HAVE NO CHOICE
BUT TO--

you
DARE SULLY
THE ARMOR OF
A LIBRARIAN?!




NOT...NGH:
AFRAID OF You PuNK
LIBRARIANS...

GAHHH! THAT'S
ALL You GULYS
Do! SHUSHING
EVERYBODY ALL
THE TIME. IT'S...
GETTING...
REAL...

5/1/1/1/ 5TOP
TALKING!




D-DON'T
FIGHT! T KNOW YOL.
NOT JUST FROM
BEFORE...

LISTEN. T'M
HERE TO
HELP...

FOLLOW
ME IF YOU
WANT TO
SUCCEED.

...BUT FROM
MY VISIONS. YOU'RE
DIFFERENT FROM
THE REST.

IF YOU KEEP YoU'LL BE
MAKING THIS CAPTURED,
MUCH NOISE? STAMPED, ABND
IF_YoU TRY TORTURED
T0 JUST ‘ BEFORE YOU
“SNEAK ! = KNOW WHAT'S
N7 ) HAPPENED.

Uh...KIND OF? HE'S

THE ONE LIBRARIAN

THAT HASN'T BEEN
HORRIBLE.

HE SEEMS
PRETTY
HORRIBLE




50...ARE YOU
LIKE 5OME KIND OF
ROGUE LIBRARIAN?
S5PURNED BY THE
ORDER? OUT FOR
REVENGE?!

YOU NEED TO 5TOP
LIVING IN A FANTASY,
KID, AND FOCUS ON THE
TASK AT HAND. TAKE
A PAGE OUT OF
THE LIBRARIAN'S
HANDBOOK...

IT IN ALIVE 15
IF YOU PO
EVERYTHING
T SAY.

DON'T MAKE ANY
NOISE OR THE BLOOP
FALCONS WILL HEAR YOU.
THEY'RE THE ONLY OUTER
DEFENSE...BUT
THEY CAN HEAR
EVERYTHING.

“Blood
Falcons”?
He's kidding,
right? That's
a Librarian
joke?




THIS CouLD BE A
TRAP. IS HE SETTING
0s VP?

SOMETIMES...

YOU JUST HAVE

TO HAVE FAITH
IN PEOPLE.

NOTICE THAT HE

DIDN'T FoLLOW

05 DOWN HERE.
I DON'T LIKE

YOU BOTH TALK AND
SPLASH WAY TOO
MUCH. IF YOU'RE NOT
CAREFLUL YOU'LL
6ET US ALL
KILLED.

1 DID, KD,
TRUST ME. IT
GETS OLD
QUICK,

FOLLOW ME,
QUIETLY. AND
S5TICK TO THE
EDGES.
50 WHAT
15 YOUR ROLE
IN ALL THIS?
I 5AW YOU IN
MY VISION.

WE
ALL HAVE
VISIONS. IF T
KNEW WHAT IT
MEANT, I'D
TELL YOu.




DO YOU HAVE
A NAME
OR...7

OKAY, SAL.
DID THEY DO
SOMETHING
10 Y--

SAL
PARADISE.

GHI KAHN
SHMELL
GHOO...




LIBRARIANS
HAVE BEEN
EXPERIMENTING.

BLINDING TROLLS.

HEIGHTENING
THEIR OTHER
SENSES.

THAT'S
AWFUL! I-T

THEY
PRETEND
THEY'RE KEEPING
YOU SAFE. THEY WANT
YOU TO THINK THEY'RE
SHARING KNOWLEDGE.
ENCOURAGING
IDEAS.

THIS

I
PLACE...IT AIN'T
A REPOSITORY OF
KNOWLEDGE. IT'S
A PRISON.

I WAS.
I TRIED TO
FIGHT THEM
ONCE.

I STARTED
FOLK WAR ONE.
MAYBE YOU'VE

HEAIR_‘I_? OF

TH-THAT
WAS
You?z!

YEAH.
60T ME
EXILED.

THERE'S A LOT
MORE TO THIS
WORLD THAN THEY
LET YOU KNOW.
THE LIBRARIANS
LIKE YOU TO THINK
THEY'RE THE
AUTHORITY.

CONGRATULATIONS.
BUT RIGHT NOW, YOou
NEED TO FOCUS.

You'LL
SEE 500N
ENOUGH.

THEY'RE
CONTROLLING
IDEAS. STEERING
THOUGHT.

THEN T REALIZED
I NEEDED HELP. IT'S
BIGGER THAN ONE THIS 15
LIBRARIAN. OR IT. YOU
ONE KID ON A READY?
QUEST.

OF THEM.




NGH!
DAMN TINY
DOORS IN THIS
PLACE.

HOW'D
HE JUST
DISAPPEAR?
50 COOL...

the Librarynth.
How may I help




“LIBRARYNTH"?
15 THAT...|15 THAT
A WORD?

We are ever at your
pleasure. If you need
assistance, simply call and
a Librarian will happily
assist you--

N-NO. WE DON'T
NEED A LIBRARIAN.
WE CAN PROCEED,

UNASSISTED.

Be my guest...EBach room
has only one entrance
and one exit. A cover
and back cover, if
you will.

- Each room
magically preserving
a different work of
literature...

EVERY
ROOM...A
BOOK? HOW
DOES THAT
WORK?
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LOOKS FAMILIAR.
DID YOU MAKE

THAT? OR--

wED BETIER Yl
MOVE QUICKLY
To GET ouT




Who goes YN

there?! AN

Uh...JUsST ,

PASSING
THROUGH, [==
= _\ FELLAS...!
A= - \,
- - i " v ‘E
A




Oh...
it's more
than

WE’RE NOT
DREAMING...
RIGHT? THIS 15
HAPPENING?

Tis sotme visitor N | \ THEY SEEM...
darkening my g - - ] DRUGGED...
door! Tis only...
Ronald and
nothing
more...

“Reason”? That's not
the Librarians' strong
suit. Trust me...

KEEP
MOVING. 5AL
WOULDN'T HAVE Pull up

SENT U5 THIS
way withouT a | | the floorboards!

REASON. You'll see!




|
Allegeries. | veally §
hate ‘em.




Seriously. i
yeu want 1o
say somiething?
TUSt say it
Let TUNNEL-S, and
POORWAYS, and WARS
JUSt be what they are.

we’rve all
grown-ups
here.

Hlite is a
dream?

7hen please, please,
please. Let wie
wake ap.




Life is
nothing but
allegory.

To be
continued.

Always to
be continued.

But to continue?
Sometimes I am
forced to take
things into my
own hands.
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7his is it No
wieve running. N

4
ARCHERD WHERE SAVE 1T FOR LATER.

THOUGHT You-- SOMETHING'S...
YOU WERE
DEAD!

Oh BOY. T'VE
SEEN ONE OF
i THESE BEFORE,
L\ BUT SOMETHING'S | °
\  WRONG WiTH ~ _
...

ANSEL!
WHAT ARE You
DOING? WE DON'T
KNOW WHAT IT'S
CAPABLE OF.

.
i

N

ONEe uPON
\ A CIME...
N o do somiething
about it

R




Either h/ﬂ)’

IS
SAFE! C'MON!
T NEED YOUR

HELP!

BUT...THIS
ONE 15 WOOD.
THAT'S NOT

RIGHT...

through the

ikasion?

-

IR

L L

But will he know
what to 4o?

.
&2 ~

5.0

“w%;

He’s going to

need help.

- -
o ﬁ'.l"'\
gl

A



’ : HE SNUCK OFF AND
50... WHAT BETRAYED You, 15
HAPPENED - WHAT HE DID, I
To Youz . SAW HiM THAT
NN NIGHT.

15 WHY THE

6NOMES ARE 50

ANGRY. THEY'RE

BEING DRUGGED

UP AND USED AS
SLAVE LABOR FOR

50ME TERRIBLE

EXPERIMENTS.

THE TRUTH 15... you pip?

TH-THAT'S ;
NOT TRUE! WHAT I PIP LEAVE
YOU THAT

Pﬁ‘ XOLID KN;DVlIl?
\T DO YO
KNOW ABOUT A 3 NIGHT.

e?!

I-I WAS TALKING TO YOU LET
G6RETA. S5HE LET SLIP ME 6ET
WHAT HER PLAN WAS. | CAPTURED?
I WAS 60ING TO...TO ] HOW CoULD
SNEAK OFF, AND THEN A
COME RESCUE YOU
BEFORE--

YOU'RE NOT : WHAT T KNOW 15
THE ONLY ONE - YOU'VE BACK-
WITH HISTORY, ! ; SN STABBED ME
ANSEL. OR THE 2 b AN AT EVERY
ONLY ONE WITH A J TURN--

A QUEST. Y :

I've
60T MORE TO
WORRY ABOUT

THAN ANY OF
YOou EVEN
KNOW--

WE'RE IN
TROUBLE.




YOU 5TOLE
MY QUEST. THEN YOU

ABANDONED ME. AND NOW

WE'RE PRISONERS OF THE
LIBRARIANS. PROBABLY
ABOUT TO BE
EXECUTED.

BAD. BUT YOU HAVE TO

KNOW, MY INTENTIONS

WERE 600D. WE'RE A

TEAM...WE'RE 60NNA
O THIS...

THIS 15 50 UNFAIR. EVERY
OTHER YEAR, KIDS GET TO

60 ON WHATEVER QUEST
THEY WANT. THIS YEAR
THEY MAKE UP SOME
ARBITRARY
RULE.

FOLKLORDS
PROBABLY DON'T
EVEN EXIST. NO ONE'S
EVER FOUND

CONTRARY.
N




MY NAME
15 JOHN
RONALD.

I AM WHAT THE
PEOPLE OF MY HOMELAND
CALL A WORDPSMITH. T
BUILD WORDS WITH
VOCABULARY. T AM...
THE CREATOR.

I AM THE

IAMA
WEAVER OF
WORLDS. A
MAGICIAN.

KIND OF
DISAPPOINTING,
REALLY.

I DON'T
KNOW...

You pouBT MY VERACITY?
LET ME EXPLAIN
S5OMETHING TO YOU
MISCREANTS.

FOLKLORD
QUESTS ARE
FORBIDDEN FOR
A REASON. AND
T2 T AM THAT
REASON, YOoUu
SEE.

...A
SPEWER OF
DRIVEL...

THROUGH MY
VAST KNOWLEDGE
OF LITERATURE,
ALTERNATIVE
NOMENCLATURE,
AND MY SUPERIOR
PHRASEOLOGY, T
RULE THESE LANDS,
BOTH SEEN AND
IMAGINED.

CONJURING
UpP LIFE FROM
NOTHING BUT MY
IMAGINATION.




IF YOU DON'T LIKE
THAT 5CENARIO?
NOT A 600D
ENOUGH TWIST?
WELL, THEN--
LET'S ICHANéE
T.

HOW
ABOUT THIS?
YOU'RE ASLEEP.
IN A COMA.

DREAMING
ALL OF THIS UP
YOURSELF. /

PERHAPS
YOUR PERSONALITY?
YOUR DESIRES AND
FEARS ARE SIMPLY

A FIGMENT OF MY
A PRODIGIOUS MIND.

I HAVE
VISIONS. FLYING
CARRIAGES. CITIES
OF 6LAS5. PEOPLE

DRESSED LIKE

. You.

BUT T

FEEL ANGER.

I DOUBT MY

ABILITIES. T FEEL
LOVE. DEEPER
THAN ANYTHING
YOU COULD 5AY

OR PUT ON
PAPER.

HAJ ANSEL. ¥ YOWRE NOT IN A

YOU ARE COMA. I DIDN'T
CORRECT. CREATE THIS
PLACE. OR
You.
WHY
WOULD I WASTE

MY INVALUABLE TIME
CREATING SUCH PEDESTRIAN
AND JUVENILE EMOTIONS
FOR YOU? TRUST ME, YOUR
INANE PRATTLING 15
ONE-HUNDRED-
PERCENT YOU.

BUT...
I DO RULE THIS
WORLD. BECAUSE
I PO NOT COME

FROM HERE.

DON'T BELONG? WHY DO
YOU THINK THAT 152

MAYBE
IT'S5 BECAUSE
YOU PON’T
BELONG.

Hm. AND YOU FEEL LIKE YOU

AND GUESS WHAT T p—
THE ADVANTAGE OF
NOT COMING FROM THIS
CLICHE-RIDDEN FANTASY
WORLD 152

I CANNOT
PERISH HERE. T AM
INTERMINABLE.
IMMORTAL.

T IN '
¥
LAYMAN'S o
TERMS? YOU

CAN'T KILL
ME.

Q o

p




IT'5
FUNNY. T PULL A
6LUN IN MY WORLD?
EVERYONE PANICS.
HERE? NO ONE HAS
ANY IDEA.

I DON'T
KNOw ABoOuT
You, BuT I'VE

HAD ENOUGH OF
YOoUuR STUPID
CHATIER,
BuDDY.

- BUT ALL OF YOU, ON

THE OTHER HAND?

YOU ARE ALL VERY
MORTAL.

WELL,

NOT JUST
You. PON'T 60
THINKING YOU'RE
SPECIAL.

I’VE HAD
MY EYE ON THE

PHENOMENON YOU'RE
EXPERIENCING. YOU
ARE LIKE A WINDOW.

NEITHER HERE NOR
THERE

JUST A
TRANSPARENT VEIL
BETWEEN HERE...AND A

PLACE KNOWN A5 THE
WRITERS’ ROOM--

NO ONE
BUT YOU, ANSEL.
YES. T'VE HAD MY
EYE ON YOU.

YES.
WELL SAID,
ANSEL.

BUT T LIKE

TO CONSIPER
YKILLING” PART
OF THE CREATIVE
PROCES5. A FORM
OF...EPITING.

ueLy, No!
THAT G6UN!
HE CAN KILL
You--

PLEASE...!

S50METIMES
EDITS ARE
NECES5ARY. FOR
THE 6REATER
600D.




I WAS WORRIED
ABOUT YOU, 50
I FOLLOWED...

YOU WERE
WORRIED?
I THOUGHT
YOU WERE
ANGRY?




LOOK. MY QUEST
WHEN T TURNED
EIGHTEEN? IT
WASN'T TO FIND A
60LDEN 6005E
OR ANYTHING
LIKE THAT.

I QUESTED TO FIND THE
FOLKLORDS. JUST LIKE
YOU. AND T RAN INTO
RONALD. HE...HE KILLED
MY FRIEND. T BARELY
ESCAPED.

I DIDN'T
WANT...

...T DIDN'T
WANT THE SAME
THING TO HAPPEN
TO YOou.

I LIED...
TO EVERYONE.
EVEN YOU.

You CouLp
HAVE TOLD ME. WE
COULD HAVE DONE

THIS TOGETHER.

YOU KNOW I’VE

ALWAYS WANTED
you 10--




WHAT PART
OF “IMMORTAL” DID
SHE NOT UNDERSTAND?
ONLY 50MEONE FROM MY
REALITY CAN HURT ME.

YOU--YOU'RE A
MONSTER. WHEREVER
YOU COME FROM? T’M
60NNA SEND YOU

BACK!

ROOM NEEDS

YOU'RE ALL FAILING
TO APPRECIATE THE
POWER T WIELD HERE.

I CAN KILL YOU. AND
youz You CAN'T
HARM ME--




SAL! T THOUGHT You
WERE ON HI5 SIDE...!
BUT Y—II‘IDAI: KILLED

A

v
YOU KILLED A IF WHAT
FOLKLORD. HE 5AID 15
- TRUE... THEN
YOU'RE--

T’M OKAY...JUST 5TINGS
A BIT. CRAZY WEAPON,
BUT HE WASN'T VERY
600D WITH IT.

THERE'S A LOT
MORE 60ING6 ON
THAN YOU REALIZE.
15 EVERYONE
OKAY?

NO WORSE
THAN YOLU...
JUST GRAZED
ME. BUT YOUR
LEG?

TIRED OF
POWER-HUNGRY
BLOWHARDS.




LOOK. HE HAD IT COMING.
BEEN TRACKING THIS
6UY FOR A LONG TIME.
SINCE BEFORE MY
EXILE.

BUT
I NEEDED TO DRAW
HIM OUT. WHEN WORD 60T
OUT ABOUT ANSEL'S QUEST
AND HI5S VISIONS. T KNEW
HE WOULDN'T BE ABLE
TO RESIST.
AND T'D

BE ABLE TO 6ET
5OME REVENGE
FOR...WHAT
WAS DONE

YOU HAD ME COME
HERE TO THE
LIBRARY A5...

AS BAIT?

Oh MY
60D! ueLy?!
SH-5HE'S...

RONALD
WASN'T A

AND HE
DEFINITELY
WASN'T
IMMORTAL.

THOUGH HI5S 5TORY
NEVER SEEMS TO
6ET OLD.

A POWER-
HUNGRY MAN EXPLOITING
EVERYONE AROUND HIM
TO 6ET EVEN MORE.

BUT...RONALD

WAZS A FOLKLORD.
50 TECHNICALLY...

WE DID FINISH

ANSEL'S QUEST,

RIGHT?

RONALD WAS
EXPLOITING THE
FOLKLANDS AND

OPPRESSING THE
6NOMES. HE
HAD TO 60.

YOU'RE
OKAY! THANK
goscer
You pIp... TOO0?!

THIS
MAIL HAS TAKEN
HARDER HITS FROM
A TROLL HAMMER,
KNOCKED MY HEAD
PRETTY GOOD,
THOLGH.

LISTEN, ANSEL.

WE DON'T HAVE

THE QUEST 15 MUCH TIME.

FINISHED. BUT...

BUT IT HASN'T
ANSWERED
ANYTHING.

YOUR
QUEST ISN'T
OVER. IT'5 JUST
BEGINNING.




THERE'S BUT FINDING

STILL A BUNCH THEM WAS THE

OF FOLKLORDPS OUT TRICKY PART.

THERE. AN ENTIRE RONALD WAS
CORRUPT 6ROUP OF THE KEY.

THEM. WORSE THAN
OLD RONALD
HERE.

RONALD
KNEW WHERE
THE REST OF THE
FOLKLORDS ARE. AND
I’M BETTING THIS
15 WHERE YOU'LL
FIND THEM.

WHAT'S
THE OTHER
HALF?

FINDING
THE FOLKLORDS
WAS JUST THE
FIRST HALF OF
YOUR QUEST,
ANSEL.

I’M NOT A KILLER.
THAT'S 60T TO BE
THE LAST RESORT.
THERE HAS TO
BE A BETTER
ANSWER.

THERE'S NO TIME. THIS
PLACE 15 SWARMING
WITH LIBRARIANS THAT
NEED TO BE DEALT




FOLLOW MY LEAD.
I’'VE 60T AN IDEA,
BUT T NEED YOU TO
BUY ME SOME
TIME.




: SALY!
=74 WHATEVER
g You HAVE
/4 PLANNED,

4 You'D BETTER




LISTEN TO ME,
MY LIBRARIAN
BRETHREN!

DANGEROUS IDEAS ARE
FORBIDDEN. THE PURSUIT
AND/OR HARBORING OF
DANGEROUS IDEAS 15
THEREFORE AL50
FORBIDDEN.

A5 THE SOLE OUTSIDER,
I ALONE AM GLUILTLESS.
AND IT 15 T ALONE THAT
COMMAND YOU NOW TO
LAY DOWN YOUR
WEAPONS!

BY 6UILD LAW, T
REQUEST SILENCE--
AND WHEN SILENCE 15
REQUESTED, YOU

MUST OBEY.

AS SUCH, T FIND THAT YOUR
ALLEGIANCE TO THE FOLKLORD
RONALD TO BE IN BREACH OF
OUR SACRED CODE
OF ETHICS.

I HOLD HERE
THE SACRED SCREED
OF SILENCE. THIS 15
FOLKLORD RONALD'S
AMENDMENT TO OUR
S5CRIPTURE.

YO
ARE ALL
GUILTY.




BOW TO YOUR
NEW LEAPER
AND HEADP
LIBRARIAN/

BUT HE'S
60T THEM ALL
BOWING!

ALL ABOUT ]
BIRDS. YEAH,
WELL. IT
WAS THAT OR
B\ FIGHT OLUR WAY
—\ OUT.

I’M ACTUALLY
EMBARRASSED
THAT T WAS PART OF
AN ORGANIZATION 50
EASILY MANIPULATED.




. @ :.@ﬁ‘ 4

I WISH
I COULD ACCOMPANY
YOU. BUT T MUST REMAIN
HERE. THE LIBRARIANS
ARE A FORMIDABLE
FORCE THAT MUST
BE MONITORED AT
ALL TIMES.

S5AL SEEMED
KIND OF

AND WHAT

DISAPPEARED
AGAIN, AS SOON
AS THINGS GET

TOUGH...

FIND
THE WRITER’S
ROOM, ANSEL.
COMPLETE YOUR
QUEST. THERE
ARE MORE
ANSWERS FOR
YoU OUT THERE.
ANSWERS I DON'T
HAVE. OF THAT, T
AM SURE.

WELL. HE \
JUST VOLUNTEERED

TO BE THE LEADER OF

AN INSANE, BLOOD-
THIRSTY CULT THAT
COULD TURN ON HIM
AT A MOMENT'S
NOTICE.

BUT HE'S 60T HIS
OWN BAGGAGE. T
THINK SOMETIMES?|
HE JUST DOESN'T
KNOW WHAT
T0 DO.




YEAH,
WELL. ONE
OF THESE DAYS
HE'S GONNA LET
05 DOWN WHEN
WE REALLY DO
NEED HIM,

—
B (Was you eype. TR PE0!
Il vorziEr 2B0UT FEL

e

WELL. FREE 6GNOMES. AT
LEAST ONE 600D THING
CAME OUT OF THIS

- QUEST 50 FAR.

GETTING e
STARTED.

DI, THE FOLKLC

BUT MAYBE
ONE DAY? WE'LL
BE THERE FOR
HIM. AND THAT
WILL MAKE THE
DIFFERENCE.




LIME, 2 2uLd -
ND) SVOTIA SURATCH
oﬂ%%%f////ﬂ’

ARE YOU
COMING OR
WHAT?

once uron
A TIME...

—

/ wasn’t always

running late.




! didn’+ dress
crazy.

e ) =

Playing along doesn’+ it "Firting in" doesn’t
solve any problems. ' i ANSWEY ANy GUESTTONS.




T _’u%

And answers?
Answers can e a
freaking curse.

LI . e )
“L But the “cause’ in this case? Is

a person. ad vight now? | really
need you to wieet mie halfivay .

——J | U IEA ]

M

r— 5 £ = ) 4

& \r?. g{_ f)

But somietimies..to bear
the curse you have 1o
find +he cause.

all

"ANSEL
Wheoever
you are. —












Issue One Cover by MATT SMITH




Issue Two Cover by MATT SMITH




Issue Three Cover by MATT SMITH







Issue Five Cover by MATT SMITH



Issue One Variant Cover by DUNCAN FEGREDO




Issue One Unlocked Retailer Variant Cover by DAN MORA




Issue One Jolzar Collectibles Exclusive Variant Cover by DAVID PETERSEN
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Issue One Black Cape Comics Exclusive Variant Cover by DREW ZUCRER with colors by VITTORIO ASTONE




Issue One Second Print Cover by JORGE CORONA with colors by SARAH STERN




Issue One Third Print Cover by PETER BERGTING
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Issue Three Unlocked Retailer Variant Cover by DUSTIN NGUYEN




Issue Four Unlocked Retailer Variant Cover by DAVID RUBIN



— TeFF SMITH

Issue Five Unlocked Retailer Variant Cover by JEFF SMITH
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BESTSELLING AUTHOR

MATT KINDT

(MIND MGMT)
G K& A S = AND ILLUSTRATORS
TYLER JENKINS &
MM HILARY JENKINS
(BLACK BADGE)

“It is...amazing. GET IT.”
—Patton Oswalt
(Star of Syfy’s Happy/)

BRI T F m koA B F

VOLUME 2 ON-SALE
Now!

G RAS S & ¥ | uE =

g

T
jfi_i!. A

J
VOLUME 3 ON-SALE
NOw!
" -.:ﬁ.qi % : :““c:-"‘“ mﬁl\ \
. - 3 /Boomst L 4
I DISCOVER YOURS oo

GRASS KINGS ™ & © 2020 Matt Kindt & Tyler Jenkins






In a world of magic and monsters, Ansel is an
outsider haunted by visions of well-pressed
suits and modern technology. When it comes
time for him to declare his Quest, Ansel decides
to seek out the mysterious Folklords, hoping
they can explain his visions...but looking for
the Folklords is strictly forbidden, punishable
by death. How much is Ansel willing to risk to
find out about the world he has never truly
belonged in?

Eisner Award-nominated writer Matt Kindt
(Grass Kings, Black Badge) teams with acclaimed
artist Matt Smith (Hellboy & The BPRD) for an
adventure that blurs the line between fantasy
and reality. Collects Folklords #1-5.

WHERE DO
YOU BELONG?

“Folklords is a cleverly written fantasy
filled with twists, intrigue, and believable
characters.”

—Multiversity Comics

“Presents a fresh spin on classic fantasy

tropes...This is a sprawling world with an

already rich mythology large in scope.”
—AIPT!

“..nigh-perfect execution from the creators
with what feels like a wholly new take on
the genre.”

—Comics Bookcase
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