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INTREDUCTION

By JENNIFER ORKIN LEWIS

"Though the sex to which I belong is considered weak you will
nevertheless find me a rock that bends to no wind.”

—Queen Elizabeth I

This book tells the stories and illustrates the lives of twenty strong,
brave women who each became queen of her people. Some were
rulers by birth, others through marriage. Nearly all led lives full of
dramatic events and intrigue. These monarchs all lived in times when,
historically, women didn’t have equal status to men—a state of affairs
that is sadly still true in many cases today. Had they followed the cultural
norms of their times, they ought to have been quiet and unassertive.
Each and every one of them overcame those expectations and made her
mark on the culture and people she ruled.

I came to this project from the perspective of a painter, and a lover of
color, story, and fashion. I've always adored reading books and watching
shows about the lives of monarchs, with their soap opera—like drama.
Our modern interest in these important women is timely. As we think
about women’s rights in our own time, there is much to be learned, and
inspiration to be drawn, from powerful women who came before. That’s
one reason I love the stories. But, deep down, my spirit lies with the
textiles, costumes, scenery, and visages of these bygone times, which
are endlessly fascinating to me.



I'worked on each queen one at a time, completely immersing myself in
her story, her culture, the trajectory of her life, and what she and the
clothes she wore and the world around her looked like. Some are so
ancient that my references for how they appeared and where they lived
were pulled from crumbling sculptures and bits of old paintings. I dug
for information, but I also went about it as an exercise in imagination.
Perhaps not every detail in the illustrations is perfectly accurate, but I
believe I came close. My goal was to capture the essence. Each chapter
is a separate world.

Not every queen in this book is well known like Queen Elizabeth or
Cleopatra. In some cases, the forces of history, which are not always
just, have made information hard to come by. The Egyptian queen
Hatshepsut had the story of her life destroyed and buried because she
was a woman; Lady Six Sky’s Maya civilization was completely wiped
out by the Spanish; and Empress Himiko, who ruled over the hundred
islands of the Japanese archipelago in the third century, wasn’t
rediscovered until the Edo period in 1600. In my art, and writer
Shweta Jha's text, we hope to bring these and other stories to life
for you in our present day.

Working on this book was an emotional time for me—living in those
twenty different worlds—and my hope is that you, too, can live for
a short time in the remarkable realms of royalty. It’s my dream to
share with you my reimagined visions of these women’s elegance,
individuality, romance, drama, and power. All hail the queen!



HATSHEPSUT,

C.1500-|45g BCE gy

PHARAOH OF EGYPT

Hatshepsut was the fifth ruler of Egypt’s illustrious eighteenth dynasty,
ascending the throne at the age of twelve with Thutmose II, her husband
and half-brother. After his death, she ruled as regent for Thutmose III,
the infant son of her brother and another lower-ranking queen. But by the
seventh year of her regency, Hatshepsut seized power and began depicting
herself as king, appearing on reliefs as a male pharaoh, bearded and bare-
chested.

Reigning for nearly twenty-two years, Hatshepsut was the first Egyptian
woman ruler with real staying power. Her political ascent boasted
economic successes, politically clever moves, and a shrewd use of
religious ideology to support her androgynous reign. Hatshepsut was
also a prolific builder, commissioning ambitious projects throughout
Upper and Lower Egypt. The country flourished under her reign, and
it was a time of peace and prosperity, untainted by military disasters
or bloody coups.

Yet after Hatshepsut’s death, Thutmose III attempted to remove her
legacy from history by systematically shattering her buildings and
statuary; ironically, the staggering number of her monuments, situated
all over Egypt, meant that he couldn’t destroy everything. Scholars
previously thought this was an act of simple revenge, but now believe
it was Thutmose’s way of protecting his dynasty’s line of succession by
eliminating any uncertainty about his son Prince Amenhotep’s right
to rule. As for Hatshepsut, she vanished from the world for centuries,
leaving only the sands to whisper her name.
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ATOSSA

9}2 c§50-c.475 BCE

QUEER OF PERSIA

Persian queen Atossa was the daughter of Cyrus the Great, who founded
the Achaemenid Persian Empire. Her son, the future king Xerxes I,
was born around 522 BCE after her third marriage to Darius I, who
governed the empire at its peak.

Much of what is known about Atossa comes from the ancient Greek
historian Herodotus’s The Histories, a narrative about the Greco-Persian
wars and life at the Achaemenid court. Though the stories aren’t entirely
accurate—describing, as they do, situations Herodotus did not witness
and relying heavily on stereotypes—they are some of the only detailed
portraits we have.

Herodotus often touched on Atossa’s so-called absolute power over Darius.
For example, when it came time to choose which of his sons would be
heir, Darius chose Xerxes because of Atossa’s high rank and influence.
But modern scholars reject this portrayal, arguing that Herodotus’s
interpretation relies on Greek stereotypes of “overbearing” Persian
queens. Atossa also figures prominently in Aeschylus’s tragedy The Persae,
but contemporary analyses say her portrayal as an unnamed wise and
suffering queen stems from Greek literary tropes and isn’t historically
accurate.

Still, royal women were influential, even if they could not guide
political or military decisions. Atossa’s position as queen certainly
afforded her power, and her added role as mother of the heir would
have significantly elevated her status—but how this played out remains
lost in the mists of time.
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c.373-316 BCE

QUEEN OF MACEDO/\//A

Olympias, mother of Alexander the Great, was a royal princess from
Molossia, a distant mountain kingdom in northwestern Greece. She
became a powerful—and sometimes ruthless—political force after
Alexander took the throne in 336 BCE, forging military alliances,
raising armies, and eliminating her enemies to protect her dynasty.
After Alexander’s sudden death in 323 BCE, she fought valiantly to
secure the crown for her grandson, then only an infant, but she failed,
and was executed by Cassander, the son of Alexander’s regent, who
also wanted the throne.

Olympias was one of seven wives of Philip II of Macedonia. His last
wife, Cleopatra Eurydice, was known to have committed harmful acts
against the family. After Philip was assassinated, Olympias ordered
the assassination of Cleopatra Eurydice and her infant daughter, whom
she perceived as threats. After her son Alexander’s death, Olympias
marched from Molossia into Macedonia in an attempt to safeguard the
throne, and reportedly her reputation alone incited the Macedonian
army to rebel against their commander and join Olympias’s fight.

Olympias then commanded the murder of Alexander’s mentally
handicapped half-brother (who had been appointed as a placeholder
to the throne), his wife, and a hundred others who supported her
rival. In a terrible betrayal, she was eventually captured and killed by
Cassander, who had initially promised to spare her life.
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CLEOPATR.A

" 69-30 BCE

 QUEEN OF EGYPT

Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, was the most powerful female ruler in all
the ancient world. She was only eighteen when she took the throne in
51 BCE with her ten-year-old co-ruler, Ptolemy XIII, who was both
her brother and her husband. When she died just twenty-one years
later, Egypt succumbed to Roman rule. But in the intervening years,
Cleopatra skillfully preserved Egypt’s autonomy in the face of Roman
aggression while presiding over a vast and prosperous empire. Her
allies were also her lovers: Julius Caesar and Marc Antony, Roman
generals and the most powerful men in the Republic.

She was highly educated, famously captivating, politically shrewd,
and immensely popular among her people. Although not ethnically
Egyptian—Cleopatra was part of the Ptolemaic dynasty of Macedonian
Greeks who had ruled Egypt for more than two centuries—she was
the only member of her line to learn Egyptian and embrace the local
culture.

After Julius Caesar’s assassination, she joined forces with Antony,
which assured her continued power but infuriated Rome. In 32 BCE,
Roman military commander Octavian declared war on Cleopatra.
During the Battle of Actium, Cleopatra and Marc Antony’s naval fleet
was destroyed, and their luck soon ran out. Antony died in Cleopatra’s
arms, and she committed suicide.
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3 BOUDLCA o

f ¢.27-61 CE

QUEEN OF THE ICEN]

Celtic queen Boudica assumed control of the Iceni tribe after the
death of her husband, King Prasutagus, who ruled on behalf of
Rome. Prasutagus decided to bequeath half his kingdom to his young
daughters, but this show of autonomy incensed Roman leaders, who
expected the kingdom to return to Rome upon his death. In revenge,
Roman soldiers plundered Icenilands and exacted violent revenge on
the royal family. Boudica demanded vengeance, and an enraged Iceni
people, along with neighboring tribes, rallied around the Iron Age
queen to join her revolt against Rome in about 61 CE, which nearly
drove the Romans out of Britain for good.

P

Boudica’s forces burned to ashes three of Roman Britain’s largest
settlements—including London. But at the final stand (the exact
location is unknown) the Romans defeated Boudica’s army and
effectively quashed the rebellion. Boudica and her daughters died,
either by poison or during battle.

The heroism of Boudica, whose name comes from the Celtic word
bouda, or "victory,” appeared lost to the ages until the Renaissance,
when her story experienced a rebirth. Boudica’s power, courage,
maternal devotion, and unflinching fight for her native land were
often invoked during the periods of both Elizabeth I and Victoria,
when English identity, patriotism, and admiration of powerful
female rule flew high.
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= c. 183-248 CF =

QUEEN OF THE TAMATA]

Sorcery, witchcraft, and magic—such were the dark powers ascribed to
ancient Japanese ruler Himiko, who presided over the Yamatai realm
and neighboring principalities in the third century CE. Much of what is
known about her and her kingdom comes from early Chinese historical
accounts, specifically the Hou Hanshu and the Wei zhi, a section of a
larger document that contains information from Chinese envoys on
the people and kingdoms of early Japan.

The histories describe Himiko as an unmarried shaman-queen who
practiced magic and sorcery and ruled over the powerful kingdom of
Yamatai and nearly thirty other chiefdoms. Portrayed as a mysterious
and reclusive figure, Himiko came to power after a decades-long period
of war and strife under a male ruler. She was rarely seen and lived
inside a closely guarded palace with many female servants and just
one man. Her younger brother aided her in ruling the kingdom.

Himiko engaged in diplomacy with the Chinese Wei kingdom. In
return, Himiko received official recognition of her position as queen
of Japan, as well as gifts of brocades, silks and wools, gold, swords,
pearls, cinnabar, and bronze mirrors. Chinese historians report that
Himiko died around the age of sixty-five and was buried in a large
tomb with a sacrifice of a hundred slaves. A period of mass instability
followed her death. A male ruler briefly tried to reign, but he was
rejected outright by the people. Finally, a female relative of Himiko’s—
athirteen-year-old girl named Iyo—ascended to the throne and was
accepted by the populace.
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ZENOBIA

c.2%1-¢c.274 CE

QUEER, OF PALMYR!

The ancient Syrian city of Palmyra, a wealthy desert oasis fabled for its
lush palm groves, was governed by Zenobia in the third century CE. Born
to an elite family and widely admired for her hunting and battle skills,
she became queen after the assassination of her husband, Odaenathus,
and ruled the Roman-held city as regent for her young son.

During her brief but powerful reign, she defied Rome by expanding
her kingdom westward, first securing Syrian-Arabian territories, and
then vanquishing Roman opposition forces to win control of Egypt,
actions that Zenobia hoped would prove she was a capable partner of
the empire. Instead, Roman emperor Aurelian took off in hot pursuit,
determined to take Zenobia down by force. Meanwhile, she also
attempted to conquer Asia Minor, but failed mightily.

As queen, one of Zenobia’s early endeavors was to position Palmyra
as a great center of cultural and intellectual sophistication, rivaling
Alexandria. Indeed, her greatest influence was Cleopatra—Zenobia
even claimed a purported shared ancestry—and Cleopatra’s erudition,
enterprise, and acumen profoundly inspired Zenobia. But unlike
Cleopatra, Zenobia is said to have taken pride in her chastity, only
sleeping with her husband once a month, and only to bring forth
an heir.
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The unprecedented but highly scandalous reign of Wu Zetian remains
ariveting chapter of China’s imperial past. The only woman sovereign
in three thousand years of Chinese history, Wu ruled China during
the Tang Dynasty in the seventh century CE. Her extraordinary reign
boasted diplomatic, social, and military achievements, but also much
controversy: Most notably, she was accused of murdering her own
family members, including her own infant daughter, in her quest for
ultimate power.

At fourteen years old, Wu joined the imperial palace of Emperor Taizong
as alow-ranking concubine. In 655 CE, she married his successor,
Emperor Gaozong, and became Empress of China. Over the years, Wu's
power and influence soared, and she ruthlessly eliminated her enemies
while keeping her supporters close. In 690, she became the sole ruler
of her empire and created a new dynasty, the Zhao.

China prospered under Wu's reign, and she proved to be a strong,
capable leader. Agriculture and trade along the Silk Road thrived, and
she poured money into literature, education, and the arts. Buddhism,
a foreign import from India, rose to prominence during her rule, as
Wu perceived its teachings as being friendlier toward women than
those of the official state religion of Confucianism.

In 705 CE, Wu was buried with Gaozong in a special joint tomb. To this
day, it remains unopened—keeping the story of Wu alive forevermore.
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LADY SAX SKY

Ttk -gth Centuey CE

MAYA QUEEN OF NARANJ(

Lady Six Sky was a Maya royal princess and daughter of King B’alaj
Chan K’awiil, ruler of Dos Pilas. In 682 CE, she was sent by her father
to Naranjo (located in present-day Guatemala), where the local royal
bloodline had been destroyed when that lineage was conquered by a
more powerful polity. Lady Six Sky was tasked with breathing new life
into Naranjo and reestablishing a royal dynasty. Though she was never
formally crowned as Naranjo’s queen, she governed for about a decade,
until her son, K’ak’ Tiliw Chan Chaak, ascended the throne at the age
of five, and appears to have acted as his regent for many more years

during his childhood.

Unlike other Maya women rulers, Lady Six Sky was in the unique position
of having stone monuments erected during her lifetime, which recorded
her successes and showcased the significant power she held. Two
depictions portray her standing on top of bound captives in the style

of a warrior king, while another pictures Lady Six Sky’s accession to

the throne.

While her son was king, she also engaged in diplomacy and orchestrated
victorious military campaigns against neighboring polities, which

expanded Naranjo’s territory, and her skillful leadership positioned
Naranjo as a center of power during the golden age of Maya civilization.
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O XELANA
@ ¢ 1503- 1558 CE @
QUEEN OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

Roxelana first entered the Ottoman Empire as a Russian slave and
then became a concubine in the imperial harem of Suleyman I (“the
Magnificent”). After their first meeting, Suleyman was instantly,
irreversibly smitten. His devotion positioned Roxelana—whose playful
nature won her the nickname Hurrem, which means “laughing” or
“joyful”"—in a place of unprecedented power and influence that would
have alasting impact on the legacy of royal women of the empire.

Intelligent, politically savvy, and a quick study, Roxelana soon grasped
the ways of the harem as well as those of Suleyman, who relied on the
counsel of his inner circle, especially his mother. Roxelana therefore
became his most trusted confidante and informant, advising him
in political and diplomatic matters and gathering and passing on
intelligence.

Because she was a slave and concubine, her controversial marriage to
Suleyman in 1536 stunned the public, and the world. Together they
raised six children (a shocking violation of the empire’s “one concubine,
one son” rule), of whom five were male, elevating Roxelana’s status
above that of her primary harem rival’s, whose son had previously been
considered Suleyman’s heir.

When Roxelana became a sultana, she acquired the title Haseki Sultan,
or "favorite,” and moved out of the harem and into lavish quarters
within Suleyman’s own palace. This was yet another tradition-shattering
move that laid the groundwork for the imperial harem’s eventual
transformation into a legitimate political body within the Ottoman
government.
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QUEEN OF ENGLAND

England’s most famous royal, Elizabeth I, wasn’t always destined for
the throne. Born to Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, she was third in line
for the crown. She became Queen of England at the age of twenty-five,
after the deaths of her younger brother Edward and her older half-
sister Mary.

England was politically and financially weak when Elizabeth was
crowned. The threat of Spanish and French aggression loomed, and
religious dissent divided the populace. Moreover, sixteenth-century
English society was deeply patriarchal, and women were thought to
be inferior to men. Elizabeth’s queenship, therefore, required a deft
combination of clever maneuvering, composure, discretion, and the
ability to use powerful language to craft her identity as a female ruler
in a traditionally masculine role.

She was immensely popular. Although she entertained several proposals,
she never married, and became famous for her virginity. As she aged,
Elizabeth encouraged her portrayal as the Virgin Queen married to
her country.

Her rule—the Elizabethan era—brought peace and stability back to
England. She restored Protestantism as England’s official religion,
established the country as a great world power, and defended her
throne against countless threats. The later part of Elizabeth’s reign is
considered the golden age of English history, a period of international
expansion and exploration, and a time when music, poetry, literature,
and drama flourished.
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NUR JAHAN
577 - 1045 ce $&

EMPRESS OF MUGHAL INDIA

Born into Persian nobility and named Mehrunnissa, “sun among
women,” Nur Jahan grew up in India alongside noble families of the
Mughal court. Following the death of her first husband, she became
alady-in-waiting to Ruquaiya Sultan Begum, Emperor Jahangir’s
stepmother.

In 1611, Mehrunnissa met Jahangir, who was instantly captivated by her
charisma, exquisite beauty, and keen intellect; within two months they
wed, and thirty-four-year-old Mehrunnissa became his chief, last,
and most beloved wife—and Empress of Mughal India. Jahangir later
named her Nur Jahan, “light of the world.”

Nur Jahan held absolute sway over the emperor’s heart—and his empire.
She governed the vast imperial zenana, home to hundreds of women,
including wives and concubines. She minted coins in her name and
engaged in international diplomacy.

In all, Nur Jahan wielded exceptional authority and influence, giving her
near-complete power, but this also bred resentment among Jahangir’s
inner circle: Army commander Mahabat Khan staged a failed coup in
1626 against the emperor, while Jahangir’s son, Prince Khurram (the
future emperor Shah Jahan, who built the Taj Mahal), marched against
the pair in 1622, only to be put down by Mahabat Khan’s forces.
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CHRASTINA 6F SWEDEN

l62G-1689 CE

(4

QUEEN OF SWEDEN

Prior to her staggering decision to abdicate the throne, abandon
Lutheranism, and become a Roman Catholic, seventeenth-century
queen Christina ruled Sweden for almost a decade. She gave up
her crown in 1654 and headed straight for Rome. Despite the city’s
religious and cultural appeal, Christina missed the power, income,
and prestige of being queen. She tried, but failed, to gain the crown
of Naples, Poland, and even tried to regain that of Sweden.

)

Christina became queen-elect of Sweden just before she turned six,
the result of her father’s untimely death in the Thirty Years’ War. Until
she came of age, a regency of five men ruled on her behalf. She was
formally crowned at eighteen. Although the world of governing would
prove to hold little interest while she was queen, Christina had a quick,
agile mind, and developed in childhood a keen love of learning. In
Rome, she lived in the Palazzo Riario—now the Corsini—that housed
her extensive collection of paintings. Christina’s lavish patronage of
art, music, and opera was well known.

Her masculine qualities were also widely observed. She had a particular
disdain for anything too feminine; she walked like a man, had a penchant
for coarse talk, and spoke in a gruff voice. Marriage, too, was forever
out of the question for Christina, whose sexuality, friendships with
men and women, and androgynous appearance were always a source of
speculation, then and now.
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CATHERANE 112 GREAT

[729-1796 CE

EMPRESS OF RUSSIA

The reign of Russia’s Catherine the Great was the longest the country
had ever seen, but the empress was not Russian by birth. She was born
Sophie von Anhalt-Zerbst, the daughter of a Prussian prince. When she
was fifteen she married Peter I1I, grandson of Peter the Great and heir
to the Russian throne. Catherine wholly embraced her new identity,
learning Russian and converting to the Russian Orthodox religion.

But her marriage was a failure: Peter was an alcoholic who showed little
interest in his wife, preferring to hole up in his room and play with
toy soldiers. The couple had trouble consummating their marriage,
though, after seven years, they eventually did. Around that time,
Catherine began her love affairs; her need for love was as great as
her ambition. Peter eventually became king, but his six-month rule
proved disastrous, and in 1762, Catherine participated in a military
coup to unseat him and claim his throne for herself.

As empress, she significantly extended Russia’s borders, revamped
its educational system, and cultivated a glittering court on par with
its European counterparts. Intellectually curious and viewing herself
as an enlightened ruler, she actively corresponded with Voltaire and
Diderot. But she failed to carry out her plan to free Russia’s serfs,
leaving them worse off than before—her enlightenment had its limits.
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y ALiauires

e[ Tt century-1754 CE

(UFEN OF THE SENECA

Possessing an intriguing mix of power and prestige, eighteenth-century
queen Aliquippa was an influential leader of the Seneca tribe who lived
in areas of Pennsylvania, including along three rivers (the Ohio, the
Monongahela, and the Allegheny) near the Pittshurgh region. Her
cachet in the area was well known, prompting colonial representatives
and military officials to make sure they remained in her good graces.
She was faithfully pro-British and served as a significant source of
support leading up to the French and Indian War (1754—1763), in which

Britain and France battled for control over North American territory.

Details of her life are scant, and even her birth year is unclear—
historical sources estimate she was born in the late 1600s. Diary
entries kept by diplomats, military officers, and traders in the area
depict Aliquippa as a person of high authority who could request and
receive supplies, and who had the power to deny entry to a French
military officer who was there to claim the area for France.

The most notable visitor to her village was a young George Washington,

whom she saw again at the 1754, Battle of Fort Necessity. He later held a
ceremony honoring her loyalty and service to Britain.
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AR/L[ ANTOONETTE

115 =113 CE

QUEEN OF FRANCE

The pleasure-seeking, extravagant, ultimately catastrophic reign
of Marie Antoinette got its start in 1770, when the fourteen-year-
old princess married Louis XVI and four years later became Queen
of France. Although initially popular with the people, her lavish
spending—despite the country’s soaring debt—and seeming apathy
toward the poverty-stricken populace fueled their desire to see the
monarchy abolished and the royal family brought to justice.

Austrian-born Marie Antoinette’s marriage was a bargaining chip
between rivals Austria and France. Her early years at court were lonely;
her husband was timid, and she often felt homesick. It took seven years
for the couple to consummate their marriage. Terrified of boredom,
Marie Antoinette spent exorbitant sums on lavish decor and fashion—
she ordered three hundred gowns a year—and passed the time at
masked balls and operas.

Fashionable to the hilt, she was famous for her towering hairdos—the
pouf—that were sometimes three feet high. Though frivolous and
politically inexperienced, she wasn’t cruel, and when told the people
of France were hungry, she never actually said, “Let them eat cake.”
In 1789, an angry, violent mob stormed the Bastille, a Parisian prison,
triggering the French Revolution. In 1792, the royal family was briefly
imprisoned; Louis XVI was later executed. The following year, Marie
Antoinette was put on trial and beheaded two days later.
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(830- (958 CE

RANI OF JHANSI

Lakshmi Bai was born into an India oppressed by British colonial rule.
She was raised in the court of Baji Rao II, alocal chief minister, where
she spent an unconventional childhood learning to read, write, fence,
ride horses, practice martial arts, and possibly shoot guns—skills that
would become essential in her later years. In 1842, she married the
maharaja Gangadhar Rao of Jhansi, a pro-British but independent
princely state in Northern India.

Some years later, Lakshmi Bai gave birth to a son, who died in early
infancy. As a result, the maharaja, while on his deathbed, officially
adopted a five-year-old relative and pronounced him his heir. The
maharaja died the next day, and Lord James Dalhousie, the British
governor-general of India, promptly invoked the "Doctrine of Lapse,”
which did not recognize the adoption and allowed Britain to absorb
Jhansi into British territory.

Lakshmi Bai's repeated appeals were rejected, and in 1854, she was
ousted from the Jhansi fort. Three years later in Meerut, the Indian
Rebellion erupted, the result of long-brewing anger against the
injustices of British rule, and rebel-led uprisings raged through the
country. According to legend, Lakshmi Bai was killed in battle with
a sword in each hand.
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CZL([E/\/ OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

England was already a mighty power when Victoria inherited the throne;
by the end of her rule, the British Empire would be the biggest the
world had ever seen. During her sixty-three years in power, Victoria
wielded substantial political influence despite England’s position as
a constitutional monarchy. Her reign also showed significant social
progress: Housing conditions and wages improved, and women were
slowly gaining strides in equality (though Victoria herself had no
sympathy for that cause).

Her marriage to her first cousin, Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and
Gotha, is considered one of history’s greatest romances. Together they
had nine children, who married into royal families across the continent,
earning Victoria the nickname “the grandmother of Europe.” Albert’s
death in 1861 sent her spiraling into a deep depression, and for three
years afterward she withdrew from the public eye.

In 1853, Victoria delivered her son Leopold, and her use of chloroform—
the first pain-relief method available for childbirth—encouraged its wider
use. And although the Victorian era is commonly remembered for its
strict codes of personal morality and family values, Victoria appreciated
sensuality—she loved collecting nude sculptures and paintings, some of
which served as birthday gifts for Albert.

113



A CHORMS OF DRIAMS, TRUMPETS, anb CARNONS
ERUPTED thE MOMERT \ICTY ki WAS
CROWRED, and TWE ROOF oF WESTMANSTER ABBEYL
CHook FroM BRE
CELEBRANTS'
RAUC puS CHEERS




VICToRIA RELIED HEQVALY On HER HUSBAND ALBERT,

TWo 0F HER PRAME MAMSTERS , LORD MELBOURNE
and  BENTAMAN DASRAELL, anp LATEl, onHER
TRUSTED SERVANT, ABDUL KARIM.

DISRAELL ABDUL KARAM



o e

ThE VACTORIAN ERA come
ADVANCES An TRANSPORTATAON, SCIENCE,

LATERATURE , anD [NDUSTR Y.

&0 3
T




“-‘?;.\,_»,;;-r

I 1863,“ Lonbon's METEOVPaM‘TanV
RA/iLWag, BECAME ThE WIRLDS FARST
UNDERG Rounp RAML SY(TEM .




~ LALEUOKALANA

1938 - (4917 CE

QUEEN OF HAWAII

Liliuokalani, Hawaii's last queen of paradise, was the islands’ final
sovereign. Her efforts to restore the monarchy and an independent
government of Hawaii—radically weakened during the reign of her
brother, King Kalakaua—ultimately led to a government overthrow
in1893. Thus ended the reign of the powerful Kamehameha dynasty,
which had ruled Hawaii for more than seventy-five years.

After Kalakaua's death in 1891, Liliuokalani became queen, the first woman
to rule Hawaii. A few years prior, in 1887, Kalakaua had been forced, under
threat of violence, to sign a constitution largely stripping him of power.
This power grab was effected by a group of businessmen, mostly American,
who wanted the annexation of Hawaii to the United States.

The 1893 coup against Liliuokalani, led by American and European
businessmen and backed by the U.S. military, thwarted her attempts
to promulgate a new constitution restoring the Hawaiian monarchy’s
power. She was deposed, and a provisional government was established.
Liliuokalani appealed to President Grover Cleveland, who agreed to
reinstate the monarchy, but the provisional government refused.
Hawaii became a republic in 1894, with lawyer Sanford Dole as its
first president.

A few months later, Liliuokalani’s supporters led an uprising to reinstate
their queen, but their efforts failed, and Liliuokalani was charged
with treason and briefly imprisoned at her home. In 1898, the United
States formally annexed Hawaii.
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CUEEN OF ROMANIA

Queen Marie of Romania was a granddaughter of Queen Victoria. She
became queen at the age of eighteen when she married Crown Prince
Ferdinand of Romania in 1893. Their wedding was celebrated with
three different ceremonies: civil, Catholic, and Protestant. The early
years of marriage for Marie and her solemn husband proved difficult,
but over time they developed a close bond, although Marie supposedly
had several affairs. They had six children; the eldest was Prince Carol,
who was heir to the throne.

Marie was charming and beautiful and grew to love Romania, all of
which endeared her to the people. As queen, she played an active role
in politics and diplomacy, and Ferdinand came to rely on her natural
intelligence, which allowed Marie to exert her influence. In 1916, she
persuaded Ferdinand to enter World War I and join the Triple Entente,
which, in turn, would allow Romania to acquire more territory.

In 1926, Carol renounced his right to succession after a scandalous
extramarital affair. After Ferdinand’s death in 1927, Marie’s five-year-
old grandson became king; however, Carol usurped his son’s throne
three years later.

Marie was a prolific writer and published several books. Her 1934,
autobiography, The Story of My Life, was well received by critics. In
2015, Marie’s heart, which for many years resided at Romania’s National
History Museum, found its way back home to Pelisor Castle, where she

had died in 1938.
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