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One of the most influential names in the British comics industry, 
JOHN WAGNER started his professional career in the 1960s, 
working for DC Thompson in Dundee. Sub-editing various titles 
including Romeo, Wagner went freelance in the early seventies, 
forming a writing partnership with Pat Mills. Soon after, Wagner 
then made the move down south, joining IPC’s staff, where he 
initially edited girls’ titles, Sandie and Princess Tina, before 

helping to develop Battle Picture Weekly.

Appointed as editor to the ailing boys’ comic Valiant, Wagner had 
an instant impact, co-creating and writing the hard-hitting cop 

strip One-Eyed Jack.

With over 300 2000 AD stories to his name – not to mention 
over 250 Daily Star Judge Dredd strips – ALAN GRANT’s prolific 
creative record speaks for itself. Outside the Galaxy’s Greatest 
Comic, Grant is well-known to Batman fans following a lengthy 
run on various incarnations of the title. More recently he has 
adapted Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic novels Kidnapped and 
Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde in Graphic Novel format with artist 

Cam Kennedy.

JOSÉ ORTIZ MOYA’s sixty plus year career began afer he won a 
contest which ran in the Spanish magazine Chicos. In the 1950’s 
he worked on many digest strips for Editorial Maga, including 
Capitan Don Nadie, Pantera Negra and Jungla. Agency work saw 
him produce several strips for foreign publishers, particularly in 
Britain where he illustrated Caroline Barker, Barrister at Law for 
the Daily Express, Smokeman and UFO Agent for Eagle magazine 
and the Phantom Viking in Lion. In the seventies and eighties 
Ortiz worked on several British popular strips including The Tower 
King and House of Daemon for the new Eagle, Rogue Trooper and 
Judge Dredd for 2000 AD and The Thirteenth Floor for Scream!, 

which he co-created with John Wagner and Alan Grant.

Whilst doing all of this work on UK kid’s comics, in the US Oritz was 
also working on and is arguably best known for illustrating several 
stories for Warren’s horror titles, including Eerie and Vampirella.

Special thanks to 
David McDonald
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WELCOME, READER. ONCE MORE, we have braved The Depths – the eerie 
vaults where inhuman editor Ghastly McNasty assembled each issue of 
SCREAM! – to resurrect one of the title’s most popular tales.

Launched in 1984, SCREAM! was a weekly comic featuring horror stories. 
The title passed away after only 15 issues, entering into the cemetery 
of closed comics following an industrial dispute at then publishers IPC 
Magazines. Yet fittingly given its subject matter, a number of SCREAM! 
stories have returned from the grave due to the strength of their story-
telling and the power of their art. The Thirteenth Floor is one of them. 

Author credits on the story went to Ian Holland. In reality, this was a 
pen-name used by renowned writing duo Alan Grant and John Wagner. 
Bringing their scripts to life on the page was the wonderful draughtsman, 
José Ortiz. It was felt that the Spaniard’s range and scope would be well 
suited to the host of creepy characters and varied environments to be 
revealed on The Thirteenth Floor, and so it proved.

Following the success of Alien – the horror/science fiction cross-over 
film in which the isolated haunted mansion became a lonely spaceship 
with a malevolent monster inside picking off the ‘house-guest’ crew – a 
similar genre-mixing story was sort for a SCREAM! The result was The 
Thirteenth Floor, in which the new Maxwell Tower residential block is run 
by a super computer occupying the penthouse suite. Given the operating 
name of Max, the computer supervises all aspects of the building. Max 
is programmed to place the welfare of his tenants above everything, 
and he goes to extraordinary lengths to do that. Maxwell Tower has no 
thirteenth floor for superstitious reasons, yet Max secretly constructs one 

via holographic projection. Anyone out to swindle or threaten his beloved 
residents is deposited there via the building’s lifts and encouraged to 
mend their ways by suitably nightmarish creatures created by Max.

The Thirteenth Floor proved immensely popular with the readership. 
The ‘conspiratorial’ story-telling helped achieve that, with Max speaking 
directly to readers so that they were ‘in’ on what he was doing. And Max 
as a character grew in depth as he acquired a distinctive, almost quixotic 
personality. At first, when editing the scripts, it was hard not have the 
voice of HAL 9000 (from 2001: A Space Odyssey) in your head for Max’s 
dialogue, but gradually that morphed to become less neutral and more 
higher pitched, particularly when he expressed outrage at some shocking 
behaviour befalling his occupants. 

Alan and John’s scripts never required censoring because, as 
experienced craftsmen, they knew where the line was for the title. But 
they were concerned that just repeating the format of a wrong-doer scared 
witless into reforming, however entertainingly delivered, would not grip 
readers for long. Consequently, they set about devising a far-reaching 
narrative arc to drive the story forward involving…well, you’re about to 
find out as you read on and enter The Thirteenth Floor which, like all 
SCREAM! stories, is Not For The Nervous! 

IAN RIMMER
Editor (when Ghastly wasn’t looking), SCREAM!



MANY YEARS AGO, I moved into an apartment on the 11th floor of a tower 
block, with my then-girlfriend and our baby daughter. Our neighbours 
upstairs were a couple of alcoholics, who were quiet all day but came to 
life late each night with door banging, loud country and western music 
and unbelievable shrieking.

Our downstairs neighbour was widely acknowledged to be the toughest 
guy in the block, so I was pretty deferential around him. One day he 
beckoned me aside. “Your girlfriend’s been bad-mouthing my wee boy,” 
he told me grimly – and, indeed, his 5 year-old son was already a major 
juvenile delinquent. “I don’t hit women,” he went on, “so if she does it 
again you’re the one who’ll take the beating.”

 Our six months in that place were not happy ones.
Several years later, John Wagner and I were tasked with creating new 

characters and stories for the horror comic Scream!. We came up with Max, 
the artificial intelligence responsible for running a tower block, who created 
his own 13th floor as a venue for (mis)treating miscreants and criminals.

 I loved the character of Max, and José Ortiz’s gritty artwork really brought 
him – and the story – to life. Out of all the dozens of series John and I wrote 
together, The Thirteenth Floor is still one of my all-time favourites. Every 
tower block should have a Max in charge!

 And the writer – Ian Holland? John and I were writing so much material 
for IPC Juveniles’ comics, the managing director decreed that we had to 
start using pseudonyms. We ended up writing under 14 different aliases. 
Whatever happened to F. Martin Candor?

 
ALAN GRANT 

June 2018
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Scream! #7
5th May 1984

Artist: Brett Ewins





Eagle and Scream! #145
29th December 1984

Artist: José Ortiz



Max will return in 
The 13th Floor  

volume 02
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Maxwell Tower is a state-of-the art tower block: 
a bold, experimental council tenement, run by 
an A.I. called Max. As building superintendent, 
Max’s primary function is the welfare of his 
tenants, a duty which he takes very very 
seriously. If anyone threatens his precious 
residents or the building itself, they can expect 
a visit to the thirteenth floor… A place where 

nightmare and reality become one!
 

The iconic series from classic British 
anthologies Scream! and The Eagle 
returns in this terrifying collection! 

£14.99
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