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‘A NAME BORN OF THE BLACK RAGE THAT FILLED HER HEART!’

THE HISTORY OF BLACK BETH
Black Beth first appeared in the 1988 Scream! Holiday Special and stood out 
for several reasons. It was much longer than the other strips in the special, running 
at twenty-three pages. Tonally it was far more mature than what was usually found 
in Scream!, which was a horror comic aimed at the pre-teen audience, and it 
was very much part of the fantasy genre, further distancing itself from the other 
content. Most notably, the lead character was a female – a rarity in British boys’ 
comics at the time.
 
Featuring the amazing art of Spanish illustrator Blas Gallego, Black Beth was 
originally illustrated in the mid-seventies and was intended to be published in a 
new IPC comic, to be titled…Scream. That comic was never published and so 
the art was tucked away for years, until somebody in the Scream! editorial team, 
looking for cheap filler for the Holiday Special, stumbled upon this hidden gem of 
a story. Unfortunately due to the lack of credits the writer of that original story 
still remains a mystery to this day.

That original Black Beth tale resonated with a young Alec Worley so much, that 
when Rebellion resurrected Scream! as an annual one-shot, he was quick to pitch 
a revival of the character. Teamed with the great DaNi on art duties, the first strip 
which ran in the Scream and Misty 2018 Special, proved to be very popular. 
That led to a further tale in last year’s Misty & Scream 2020 Special, The Witch 
Tree. Having proved to be a popular strip with readers once again, we are now 
proud to present Black Beth and the Devils of Al-Kadesh – her most epic 
and adventurous tale so far! 
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FOR HAD SHE
NOT, THEN YOU AND
THE HOLY SISTERS

WHO CARE FOR YOU
WOULD NOT BE ALIVE

TO HEAR THIS
TALE.

BUT BLACK BETH 
DROVE THEM BACK!

ALONE, SHE FOUGHT THEM ALL THE WAY 
UP THE TOWER OF THE SHADEMANCER.

AS THE FATES 
WOULD HAVE IT,

I WAS FAST ASLEEP 
DURING THE FINAL 

BATTLE.

ONE OF THOSE 
CREATURES STRUCK 
ME SENSELESS…

SCRIPT: Alec Worley
ART: Andrea Bulgarelli
LETTERS: SG
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SHE TOLD ME SHE HAD THE VILLAIN 
CORNERED ATOP HIS LAIR, A MONSTER 
TWISTED BY HIS OWN FOUL SORCERY…

YET NO MATCH FOR THE BLADE 
OF OUR SWORD-MAIDEN…

BESTED, BROKEN, HE 
BEGGED FOR HIS LIFE…

AND BLACK BETH WAS 
MOVED TO SPARE HIM!

FOR IN THAT MOMENT, SHE TOLD ME 
SHE SAW THE FRIGHTENED BOY
THE MONSTER HAD ONCE BEEN, 

ANOTHER FOUNDLING IN
NEED OF RESCUE…

THE BELL
CHIMES,

CHILDREN…

TO BED
WITH YOU ALL.
AND CONSIDER
WELL THE VALUE

OF MERCY…

QUIDO,
I…

NO NEED FOR 
CONFESSION, BETH.

I KNOW YOU DIDN’T TELL 
ME THE TRUTH…

I AWOKE JUST BEFORE 
I HEARD YOU KILL HIM!

THE HEAD LANDED NOT 
FAR FROM WHERE I LAY.

A HEAD
WORTH MANY 

CROWNS TO THE 
MARQUISE OF 
VERONIA, SO I 

HEAR.

ENOUGH
TO BUY US A 

MONTH’S SUPPLIES 
BEFORE WE TURN 

NORTH.

DID YOU FEAR
I WOULD THINK LESS

OF YOU HAD YOU TOLD ME 
THE TRUTH? HMPH! OUR 
WORLD IS NO FAIRY TALE, 

BLACK BETH.
YOU WALK

THE ROAD TO 
DAMNATION…

AS DO ALL 
WHO WALK 
WITH YOU!

END
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Pin-up by
Andreas Butzbach
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You’ll have 
to be quick 
sir – we are 

just about to 
close.

…WHiCH iSN’T 
ON MY ORDER 
FORM OR…

WHEN THE MAN 
WHEN THE MAN 

COMES TO TOWN
COMES TO TOWNWHEN THE MAN 

COMES TO TOWN

SCRIPT
DOUG 

GRAVES
ART

VINCENZO
RICCARDI

LETTERS
SG

HELLO
ENCHANTER.
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SHiT.
THE REAPER’S
LAPDOG. HOW 
LONG HAS iT 

BEEN SiNCE…?

aPRiL. 
1912.

OH YES. ON
THE passenger 

liner.

I GOT
TERRiBLY WET 
THAT NiGHT 
THANKS TO

YOU.

huh?

MY MASTER HAS 
BEEN WAiTiNG FOR 
YOU FOR A LONG 

TiME, MERLiN.

NOBODY 
evades death 

forever.

MS.
NEEDLEMEYER!

Really?
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EViScERATE
HiM

BOYS!

RRUUUURRRRRRRRGGGGGGH!H!
RUURRRRGGGH!
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That was 
just a warm 

up…

AGGGH!AGGGH!AGGGH!AGGGH!
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I’M
THE MAiN 
EVENT!

I HAVE RAiSED 
DYNASTiES AND 

TOPPLED EMPiRES. 
MADE GODS DOUBT 

THEiR OWN DiViNiTY AND 
CAUSED DEMONS TO 

TREMBLE.

AND FOR 
CENTURiES, I 

HAVE MADE YOUR 
MASTER LOOK 
LiKE A FOOL.

IMMORTALiTY 
iS WASTED
ON YOU.

LiKE HiTTiNG 
PENSiONERS, 
DO YOU? I’LL 

CRUSH YOUR…

NOW, NOW, MS. 
NEEDLEMEYER. DON’T 

KiLL HiM AS HE’LL
JUST COME BACK,

TWiCE AS MAD.

 LET’S RUSTLE 
UP SOME NEW 

HELP FOR YOU.
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HELLO, MY 
LOVELiES! WE 
HAVE A BUSY 
NiGHT AHEAD.

THERE, FLiGHT 
BOOKED FOR 

SiX PM!

I WiLL CALL YOU
ONCE I GET TO TOKYO, MS. 
NEEDLEMEYER. YOU NEED
TO SHUT THiS PLACE UP
AND REMEMBER – DON’T

KiLL HiM!
BUT FEEL

FREE TO KiCK 
HiS BALLS iN…
REGULARLY.

SHAME.
I LiKED iT

HERE.

ARE YOU HUNGRY, 
MY DARLiNGS? 

THERE’S PLENTY 
TO NiBBLE ON

THiS ONE.
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CONSCiOUS 
AGAiN? GOODY 
GUMDROPS!

IF 
MERLiN’S 
GOiNG TO 
TOKYO…

SO 
AM I!

TOKYO.
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YANAKA, TOKYO.

an empty safehouse.

AND AN OLD COUCH. COVERED iN DUST 
AND COBWEBS…AND DEAD SKiN CELLS.

CELLS NOW reinvigorated BY 
A POWERFUL, ARCANE FORCE.

three HOURS AFTER DEATH.
six HOURS AFTER DEATH.

nine HOURS AFTER DEATH.

DEATH-MAN LiVES!
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TOKYO INTERNATiONAL.
LEAVE A 

MESSAGE AFTER 
THE BEEP.

YOU’D BETTER
HAVE A GOOD REASON 
FOR NOT PiCKiNG UP 

NEEDLEMEYER. 

CAREFUL.
YOU’RE RUiNiNG 
THE AMBiENCE

iN HERE.

YOU SAiD
THAT YOU MADE

MY MASTER LOOK 
LiKE A FOOL.

HOW DO YOU 
THiNK YOU LOOK 

RiGHT NOW, 
wizard?

WAiT…NO, 
PLEASE.

SURELY, WE 
CAN COME TO 
SOME SORT 

OF....
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ENDENDEND

ARRANGEMENT.
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