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I’m British, I have read comics my entire life. I was around for the 80s comics boom and all that followed. I 
have worked for 2000 AD − the most important British comic of the last half century − for years. I have lived 
in Italy and am a keen admirer of the Italian maestro Hugo Pratt. I have devoured comics history and thought I 
knew the story of the medium in the UK.

 
So, with that background, finding out that Hugo Pratt illustrated a dozen book-length war stories for British 

publishing behemoth Fleetway and that no one had ever bothered to collect them in English was baffling.  It 
didn’t make sense and more than that it was disrespectful to the readers who would want to get their hands 
on these incredible tales, and it was emblematic of the disrespect with which the long history of comics in the 
UK had been treated.

 
It turned out I knew so very less about British comics history than I assumed. At the time Hugo Pratt moved 

to west London and worked for Fleetway in 1959, Britain’s weekly comic book industry published more comics 
than any country on earth. Pratt had started working for Fleetway’s War Picture Library and its sister series 
when he lived in Argentina, and continued in London. One of a galaxy of international greats such as Francisco 
Solano López and Luis Bermejo to work for the UK market via agencies, Pratt and his contemporaries would 
astonish and engage readers for years with work you could not find in any bookstore or library.

 
Fleetway and its magazine-publisher owners were never interested in the book market. After these comics 

had their week on the newsstands they were quietly retired to the archives, perhaps to see a reprint for a week 
a few years later, but before long the Picture Libraries were cancelled, their stories forgotten. Even when the 
first graphic novel boom came in the ‘80s and ‘90s the magazine companies, despite vast archives heaving 
with incredible stories and world class creators, could never bring themselves to publish graphic novels from 
their own backlist.

 
Clearly that situation was untenable, but if the owners didn’t care about this travesty, there was little 

anyone else could do. Until Rebellion came along. Having first acquired 2000 AD in the year 2000 and saved 
it from cancellation, we now set about acquiring the comic book rights and archives of Fleetway and its parent 
company IPC which had been split up and sold to different owners. It’s taken years to pull together and more 
years to build up a team who restore artwork for the dedicated editors who, book by book, are restoring the 
lost history of British comics.

 
So finally, sixty years after these stories first appeared, Rebellion is delighted to present Hugo Pratt’s 

extraordinary work.
 
To battle stations!
  

Ben Smith
Head of Rebellion Publishing
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War at Sea Picture Library issue 34, June 1963



War Picture Library issue 1078, June 1975



Battle Stations was reprinted in War Picture Library 1078 (June 1975), for this reprint several of the pages 
had panels which were altered, these are presented on the following pages.
 

Alternative page 22

Alternative page 23

The lower panel on page 22 and top 
panel on page 23 were swapped 
around in WPL1078.



Alternative page 25

Alternative page 29

The lower panel of page 25 was 
extended to the bottom of the page to 
replace an advert, however the panel 
was redrawn by someone other than 
Hugo Pratt.

Scully’s moustache has been altered in 
the 1975 version. This is most obvious 

on page 29.



Alternative page 40 Alternative page 41

Alternative page 42 Alternative page 43

A 3 page sequence has been transformed into a 4 page sequence by extending the quarter page panels 
on the first and last pages into half page panels.



Alternative page 53

Alternative page 55

These pages had their art extended to the 
bottom of the page to remove adverts, 
however unlike page 25 the art on these pages 
does look like Hugo Pratt, and it is possible 
that the advertisements were pasted over the 
top of his art.
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