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HURRY, JONAS ! IFOLD/ 1 DON'T CARE IF HE [DELICATELY, THE WIRE IN JONAS

DOES! ALLY CAN THINK

HE DARK TRAGG CATCHES U CLARKE'S LONG- FINGERED HAND
g;lENCE OF ¢ $ OF ARE THOSE VITTLES PROBED THE MECHANISM OF THE
MIDNIGHT LAY PADLOCK .. . , _

OVER VICTORIAN
LONDON. BUT
INSIDE THE
ORPHANAGE OF
HEMLOCK HALL,
A BOY WORKED
WITH BATED
BREATH.. ...
A BOY WHOSE
UNCANNY POWER
WAS S00N T0
ASTOUND THE
WORLD !

IN THERE !
1 = 4 i

WERE IN/

7 I'VE DONE N
IT, MATES...

oww! Ir's
THE WARDEN/

My WEWE 8IN
\ BBED !
(.

THE BRUTAL HAND ===

VERY CLEVER,
YE THIEVIN'
YOUNG WHELP!

FELL ON JONAS'S: .
SHOULDER ...

YOU LITTLE FooOL!
] KNEW WHAT YOU WAS

OF THE GARDEN SHED!

BUT YOU
Y ALWAYS 'AVE BEEN

A STRANGE ONE,
‘AVEN'T YOU,
CLARKE I THAT
WEIRD LOOK IN
YER EYE.. GIVES
ME THE CREEPS,
IT DOES! BUT
'LL FIX YER-!

OF SIMON TRAGG 242

PLANNIN’ WHEN | SAW YER
PRACTISING ON THE PADLOCK &

Tl

HE'S STARVED

" AND BEATEN US

LONG ENOUGH!
NOTHING'S GOING TO
KEEP US FROM THAT

FOOD... NOTHING!

THE STRUGGLING BOY WAS
RURLED DOWN A FLIGAT
OF STEPS...

YOu
CAN ROT IN THERE §
UNTIL THE MORNING—~
THEN I'M GOING TO
FLOG YOU IN FRONT OF

BUTEVEN AS THE CELLAR
DOOR SLAMMED BEHIND
SIMON TRAGG . . .

0

)/ .

QW
N

YOU'LL NOT
«3 LAY A FINGER
ON ME, TRAGG!
IVE ONLY STAYED
HERE AS LONG
AS | HAVE FOR
THE SAKE OF
THE OTHER
Z\ Boys/

CONTINUED OVERLEAF -



A SECOND LATER, THE
AMAZING YOUTH HAD
WRIGGLED THROUGH THE
SIX INCH GAP! BUTAS
JONAS CLIMBED THE
1 ORPHANAGE GATES,

“\ AND DROPPED INTO THE

HOY...YOU, TREET"
) THERE . STOP, (B8
1say’ ol I

LONG AGO, THE YOUNG
ORPHAN HAD BECOME AWARE
OF THE STRANGE, RUBBERY
QUALITY OF HIS BONES ...
AND NOW HE USED THAT GIFT!

i NG LTI

UUHHH ! R
THE... PAIN/
GOT 7O .. STRETCH
MESELF... AN
INCH OR TWO.. s R | . . ]
MORE ! 4 ! - { 4| el
b "l L

DESPERATELY, THE BOY TOOK TO HIS HEELS..
BUT LACK OF FOOD HAD WEAKENED HIM |

AFTER o, W THEY'RE...
s Syt GAINING ON ME !
OF THE " Ceg’ILthuEg:

! ' .
oRpHANAGE! | , GOING Muc

A ROUGH BUT GENTLE HAND STIFLED
= JONAS'S STARTLED YELL...

NOT A SOUND,
YOUNG SHAVER ... ¥
OR WE'LL BOTH BE &
N THE SOUP! 4

THEN, AS HE HURLED
HIMSELF AROUND A
CORNER ! .

NOT UNTIL THE SOUNDS OF PURSUIT ‘)
HAD DIED AWAY, DID JONAS'S TATTERED ), gﬁ
RESCUER RELAX HIS GRIP - - - o atiiiDy
NOW THEN... LET'S SEE WHAT $ /et
WE'VE CAUGHT ! HMM, NOT MUCH
FLESH ON YER BONES, AND YOU'VE J
BEEN LARRUPPED, T00, BY THE /2=
FEEL OF THEM BRUISES! 288

-7

THEN THE INCREDIBLE =
TRUTH DAWNED ON

>

e NN L IR
HERE! WHAT ¥ ~1 , ' [ XND ME EARS ! | CAN DO THINGS

ARE YOU DOING R N IR —— iTi ME 'ANDS THAT WoULD
ISTER? A AN NN AP M\ BAFFLE AN EAGLE~WATCH THIS !

A SNAP OF THE BLIND PMAN'S FINGERS, AND .. .

- cGFgl';l'in 'll'?lDEM FEEL FOR T'HE
-LITTI : T = L TUMBLERS ! BY
ﬁ'{gf%f&igfg e ZZN THE TIME V'VE FINISHED, You'lL
AND AFFECTIONATE BE CRACKING SAFES WITH
PARTNERSHIP WAS
FORMED. As THE
YEARS PASSED,
LARGO AND THE
YOUNG ORPHAN
BECAME LIKE
FATHER AND SON,
IN THE BLIND
MAN'S MUSTY
GARRET, JONAS
LEARNED, THE
STEALTHY ARTS
OF THOSE WHO
HAD To STEALTO
SURVIYE ...

7 HEH, HEH! LIKE
TO.LEARN THE TRICKS OF .
THE TRADE, WOULD YER 2 AND SO YOU

Will, BoY, SO YOU WiLL! JUST

STICK WITH OLD LARGO !
7Y ///'

/( .,." /
A

Yt



BY THE TIME HE WAS TWENTY, JONAS'S SKILL hpr N

WAS EYEN GREATER THAN HIS TUTOR'S . . . f\/\sx
= e N - Y

HELP! MY : "

WALLET ... }'VE

BEEN ROBBED/
ry [

" BUT MOST OF THE STOLEN MONEY SOON y ASJONAS CIARKE GREW OLDER
PASSED THROUGH HIS HANDS / 2 HE LEARNED TO CONTROL THE
o Q| MYSTERIOUS ELASTICITY OF HIS

P~ i BODY!
/" ENOUGH THERE FOR 30DY

NEW TOGS, AND ALL
THE GRUB YOU CAN EAT!
TELL YOUR MOTHERS
You FOUND IT/

"

Ly
... AND NOW,
LADIES AND GENTS, D <

9 BEFORE YOUR VERY EYES,
AS LARGO MY YOUNG MATEY WILL

[ ALWAYS sYS- Go > ”ﬁf N\ ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE FROM A- P > ol
{ COR! FANKS. l A STRAIT JACKET WhitsT MO/l ,
MISTER.." LR SUSPENDED BY 'S ANKLES ! A IMPOSSIBLE !
A

: /,i iy
Y |

FOR THE RICH ONES.! 20 l‘:' %

THEY'LL NEVER MISS iT ! i)
V 741
A=
, - 4

FEW FANTASTIC R 1
. SECONDS IATER ...

HAT DAY, JONAS

MAZED EVEN
1ARGO ! g

GREAT ScoTT.

HE'S FREED ONE
ARM ALREADY!

THEY'RE RIGHT,
YOUNG MAN !
SUCH TALENTS AS
YOURS ARE WASTED
IN A MARKET-

THE FELLOW'S
A MARVEL! HE
" MADE OF OUGHT TO BE ON
RUBBER/ THE STAGE/

&7 "’5{{ ~ Y= -;ﬂ:

[THE speaker INTRODUCED #~" OUR THEATRES
HIMSELF AS. A THEATRICAL ARE CRYING OUT FOR

HIS BODY
SEEMS TO BE

>

- YOU CAN'T ESCAPE YOUR DESTINY, SON!

[ NO! 1...1 COULD .
I KNEW IT WOULD COME TO THIS, ONE DAY ! YOU'VE

NEVER LEAVE You, A

IMPRESARIO. . . SOMETHING NEW! WITH LARGO~’ N GOT THE SPARK OF GREATNESS IN YOU ! DON'T
e ‘ A FEW MORE TRICKS, AND F32 o QM. WASTE IT ON AN OLD CODGER LIKE ME !
THE RIGHT STAGING, ; W y)

You COulD BEA "\,_“‘..\ THUS THE LEGEND
SENSATION ! M\ OF Jonas cLarke
P
\

/1 45 ' e SIS 7S WAS BORN.
| = — QBN S HIS FAMEAS

AN ESCAPIST
SPREAD, THE
MOST FAMOUS
IMPRESARIOS

IN THE LAND
CLAMOURED TO

Pl HIRE HIM. IN
PR TIME, HE ADOPTED

A NEW NAME— A NAME THAT
| BEFITTED A CREATURE OF

AWE AND MYSTERY /
'/M : MORE ASTOUNDING WITH EACH
= P e -

PERFORMANCE . ..

/ o HE- HE'S ESCAPED FROM
< N < THE MUMMY’S COFFIN,
. AFTER BEING HANDCUFFED,

hy
\

"

>’ BEHOLD., JANUS
STARK— MASTER OF
ILLUSION, SON OF THE
UNKNOWN ! NO LOCK
CAN FETTER ME... NO
‘ROPE OR CHAIN CAN
BIND MY LIMBS !

CAN NOTHING
CONTAIN THIS




"IN ] [TJANUS STARK SMILED

HEN, ONE NIGHT. ..
LT i .MYSTERIOUSLY THROUGH

1 (A [ & AS YOU ALL KNOW, THE SHOUTS THAT FILLED
¥

; “ Al NEW, SELF-SEALING o THE THEATRE ..
JANUS STARK . YOU ; B VAR | Locks HAVE RECENTLY

ONCE SAID THAT You couto SR ' ] 7 AT 7
NEVER REFUSE ANY CHALLENGE Yl A | e ECELS 7/ - "
70 YOUR POWERS ! €. THEY ARE IMPREGNABIE! ~\W ( ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE,
' : “ I SAY THAT NOT EVEN AP b UANUST AccerT..!

JANUS STARK CAN /[ N > p .
UNLOCK THEM ! &7 IY NR 7 7

DO YOU DARE T0
PROVE ME
"WRONG ?

.S iy - / ‘ - WHY NOT? ;
i NN THIS IS THE MOMENT X
A I JAR | HAVE WAITED FOR—THE ),
z IT'S SIR_MORTIMER T " BB CHANCE FOR REVENGE'! ¢ .
\ HEDGES— THE GOVERNOR e BUT FIRST, | MUST PAY WS/ /
OF NEWGATE PRISON! Cg ' RN A CALL ON LARGO ! =
ks =/

S

THE FOLLOWING NIGHT, HAVING VISITED HIS OLD FRIEND, ) :
JANUS PRESENTED HIMSELF AT NE ces ONCE ALONE IN THE CELL, JANUS STARK SWUNG [ STARK'S CANE CONCEALED A BIADE
pra - NEwGATE GAOL I INTO ACTION ! " [ X OF THE FINEST STEEL, WHICH HE USED

4 maiicrgy || WILL DEAL WITH THE LOCK .
7 AS WE AGREED, MR. STARK, YOU WILL Ny | [ATER ! WITH THE HELP OF MY g WPRIS; Tlé:lgfslf OF THE HEAVY FLAG
—/ LARGO WAS RIBHT

BE LOCKED. IN THIS CELL, AND GIVEN ONE
, CANE, | WILL NOW PERFORM
R N U RSE Sty o uiNtESS: | | THE ILLUSION OF BEING IN 19 A DISUSED SEWER
A LITTLE LONGE d | ™Wo piaces AT THE CHANNEL RUNS
, v SAME TIME / 5y ol el ‘ q RIGHT BENEATH

THE CElL-
Block!

ONE HOUR WILL BE
SUFFICIENT, GOVERNOR/

PANTING
FROM THE
AGONY OF
DISTORTING
HIS MUSCLES,

STARK
WRIGGLED
INTO THE
CHANNEL !

D04 Tk s ol ubmise it Y i
7, //' i M !
THANK THE STARS... % ,/;/’/ ") HE WAS INDULGING IN HIS FAVOURITE PASTIME ...

4
I'VE REACHED THE MAIN ; —
Y ...48.49,50 ! HEH. HEH ! Jaeta

SEWER! NOW FOR

| SHOULD BE SPENDING
THIS MONEY ON FOOD
FOR THOSE BRATS ...
BUT | NEEDS IT MORE

IT'S... Wg
NARROWER
THAN ...
THOUGHT !

IF1.. STICK
HALF..waY, VIl
.- SUFFOCATE!

E;IE}A’?EJUSTTA;_gRTIRAGG COUNTED THE LAST \\WI'7 4
Gil NG SO, SIMON TRAGG.. Y(§?

SOVE,
RE/GS WE MEET AGAIN!

DON'T YOU KNOW ME,
TRAGG 2 MEN CALL ME JANUS
N\ STARK NOW... BUT | WAS
PSS\ ONCE A PRISONER IN THIS

DEN OF MISERY [

THOSE...
THOSE EYES!
NO... IT~IT CAN'T BE)

JONAS CLARKE!




THE POWER OF THE UNIVERSE AT STARK'S VENGEANCE BRI THE HOUR IS UP, N
SEEMED T0SEAP FROM STARK'S ' : Z— | WAS SWIFT! TWENTY GENTLEMEN ! SHALL WE
GE, SR ' 'y N—_—=2 | MINUTES IATER, BACK \ SEE HOW MR. STARK
- N Z Y INSIDE NEWGATE N, /S GETTING ON?
PRISON . . . AN

[

Z YES, TRAGG! AND NOW |

HT— BRING A RECKONING— REVENGE )
% ‘ FoR ALL THE UNFORTUNATE Souts BN coneiierve by ENCE

WHO HAVE SUFFERED FROM THAT THIS PRISON IS
YOUR GREED !/ Y NOW ESCAPE- PROOF ! A

%/ PA .,P;
Tz

: BUTAS THE SMIRKING AH, THERE YOU ARE, SIR MORTIMER!
OFFICIALS TURNED INTO 1 WAS JUST EXAMINING THE NEW LOCK...
THE CELL-BLOCK . . . '

[ THe Governor was v ! ;
sTIiL GoGGLING IN. RN T nar Seiaek s
AMAZEMENT, WHEN... . '

EH? IT’S MR. SIMON
CONFOUND IT! | TRAGG, SIR, THE WARDEN

WHO /S THIS A OF HEMLOCK ORPHANAGE !
VR FELLOW ?

TAKE HIM B FEW DAYS LATER, THE NEW WARDEN OF
AWAY ! |HEMLOCK HALL ADDRESSED A MEETING OF HIS

THE MAN'S [STAFF-=- ["""AS A RESULT OF THE ROBBERY, N8
\ A FOOL/ /AND THE FACT THAT TRAGG WAS EMBEZILING
THE ORPHANAGE FUNDS, ] AM AFRAID IT WILL
BE SOME TIME BEFORE WE CAN IMPROVE THE
NS ==, BOYS FOOD AND LIVING aum
7 CONDITIONS !

0!
| D-DON'T
BELIEVE IT...]

HE CLAIMS THAT THAT'S RIGHT! HE
MR, STARK BROKE KNOCKED ME QUT, AND
NTO HIS ROOMS, AND } STOLE THE ORPHANAGE {
ATTACKED HIM ! = FUNDS/ 3

R .
=

BUT | SAW HIM ! | saw
HIM WITH MY OWN EYES!
YOU'VE GOTTER
BELIEVE ME~!

5 WHAT UTTER
NONSENSE.! MR.STARK
HAS BEEN LOCKED IN
THAT CELL FOR THE LAST
HOUR ! BESIDES, HE COULDN'T
POSSIBLY HAVE LEFT THE CELL-
BLOCK UNSEEN!

Ly
NOT FIT TO BE IN
CHARGE OF AN

ORPHANAGE ! WE'LL
HAVE TO SPEAK TO
THE FOUNDERS !

IT.. IT'S THE ORPHANAGE \| BUT THERE WAS NOTHING TO BE SEEN ...
CASH-BOX... FILLED WITH || EXCEPT THE GAUNT SILHOUETTE OF JANUS
SOVEREIGNS ! THERE'S STARK, STRIDING TOWARDS THE RISING
MORE THAN ENOUGH Mo
n, FOR OUR NEEDS !/

TREMBLING HANDS
UNWRAPPED THE
BUNDLE WHICH
HAD HURTLED

THROUGH THE
winoow /

THE WINDOW!
WE MUST CATCH A
GLIMPSE OF OUR UN-

£ ’
TN
—

WATCH OUT FOR ANOTHER
MYSTERY - ENLED TALE OF
JANUYS STARK...INEXT WEER?




ADVENTURES OF

- »-»/_/4—

g

NOW NE WAS ABOUT TO PERFORM HIS LATEST AND MOST SLOWLY, THE BARKER SLID JANUS INTO THE

DANGEROUS FEAT OF All...{

T WAS EARLY SUMMER
IN THE DEVON COASTAL
TOWN OF TORCOMBE,
AND IN VICTORIAN
ENGLAND AT THAT TIME,
THE ARRIVAL OF A
TRAVELLING FAIR WAS A

GREAT EVENT AMONG > ,
THE LOCAL PEOPLE. .7 N A\ P GHTY
ESPECIALLY WHEN ONB ¢ 54 <-4 ROLL UP,ROLL UP! ' ' N WEAFPON IS LOADED! A
OF THE MAIN ATTRACTIONS : } ("B STEP FORWARD AND 4 ) FUSE HAS BEEN LIT!
WAS JANUS STARK, MASTER N WITNESS THE COURAGE ZA / AND EVEN THOUGH
OF ILLUSION , WHOSE FAME 1\ \ OF JANUS STARK AS % CHAINED, MY FRIEND
AS AN ESCAPIST HAD \ HE ATTEMPTS THE & N WiLL ESCAPE BEFORE
IMPOSSIBLE! G- RN B THE CANNON

SPREAP FRR AND WIDE..,

GAPING MUZZLE OF A HUGE CANNON...

J *TIS MADNESS! HE'L
BLOWN TO BITS!

f RAMMED DEEP INSIDE THE BARREL, W [swirry, THE SPLUTTERING FusE BUT SUDDENLY, WITH BARELY A
JANUS STARK HAD DISCOVERED THAT.THE YI//4 BURNED TOWARDS THE SPLIT SECOND TO SPARE, JANUS
STRANGE, RUBBER~LIKE QUALITY OF i | FIRING -HOLE . AND THEN... | WRIGGLED ouT AND UNDER

HIS BONES COULD MAKE HIS BoDY
AS FLEXIBLE AS AN EEL'S...

Y FIFTEEN SECONDS BEFORE
THE POWDER IGNITES! ONCE T
ane ONE HAND FREE,THE /4

REST WILL BE EASY

THE DEADLY MUZZLE...

Y
0

NS
I

Pl

AS THE CROWD SURGED FORWARD,A BURLY,L/.
WELL-DRESSED MAN RUBBED MIS IAW

THOUSHTFULLY.. .
‘ HMMM... SENSATIONAL INDEED!

N PERMAPS THIS JANUS STARK WOULD
N BE THE PERFECT CHOICE FOR THE

> PLAN T HAVE IN MIND!

N

FIVE MINUTES LATER, THE STRANGER | ( FROM THE TOWNSPEOPLE, YES. FOLKS SAM
STEPPED FORWARD... MYOU'RE THE RICHESATRLANbOWNER IN THESEB

CONGRATULATIONS, \fOUNG FELLA!
THE NAME'S BENJAMIN HARDINGTON.
HAVE You HEARD OF ME?




BUT THAT NIGHT, AS STARK WAS DR/VEN
THROUGH HARDINGTON'S ESTATES
TOWARDS HIS MANSION.,..

TRUE...AND AFTER WITNESSING VouR EXHlBrnoN ,1'D L|KE vyou
To BE GUEST OF HONOUR AT A DINNER PARTY L'M GIV
LTONIGHT ! MY COACHMAN CAN chn Yoy uP AT EIGHT‘

THE SQUIRE'S TENANTS! LIVING IN
HOVELS AND DRESSED IN RAGS !
OBVIOUSLY HE IS A MAN WHO
CARES LITTLE FOR ‘THE WELFARE
OF HIS WORKERS!

SO BE IT!
I ENJOY
600D FODD
AND PLEASANT
CONVERSATION!

'y

Y *
R ;’k‘w ‘\r'\“ \/, \‘I/; o
BROUGHT UP IN AN ORPHANAGE : ;  VANUS STARK FOLLOWED HIS HOST INTO THE SHRUGGING, JANUS DRANK SOME WINE. ..
HIMSELF, STARK HATED THE PQUERTY Za BANQUETING HALL ... THEN STOPPED IN SYRPRISE... AND ALL AT ONCE, THE ﬁOOM SEEMED TO
IN WHICH S0 MANY PEOPLE WERE s SPIN WILDLY ! -

WHAT 1S THIS7ONLY TWO) / REGRETFULLY, A SUDDEN
PLACES SET7 WHERE ARE/ [ FEVER HAS PREVENTED THEM
THE OTHER GUESTS" = FROM COMING.BUT NO

‘ MATTER! LET THE TWO
< ) OF US BE MERRY!

FORCED TO LIVE, AND AT THE MHNSION

P WELCOME 10
HARDINGTON HALL! R
I\ COME iN...

D” @-&L.ﬂ ] ﬁ @

HA,HA! SLEEP WELL, JANUS c88e 898 ¢ T WITH JANUS SLUNG LIMPLY OVER THE
STARK...SLEEP WELL' il L ] { BUTLER'S SHOULDER , WARDINGTON
it o " — PRESSED A HIDDEN SPRING IN THE - -
‘ IF You WILL OAK-PANELLED WALL.., o HAVE NO FEAR,

OPEN THE SECRETY) \ | = : SIR . EVERYTHING 1S
PASSAGE, SIR, RER 57 BAINES. THE PREPARED DOWN

1 WILL CARRY g . EFFECTS OF THE BELOW...

H'M-- . _ 5 DRUG WILL NOT

LAST LONG.

i
Il L“‘ﬂlw |

[7HE TWO MEN FOLLOWED THE DIMLY-LIT SECRET
PASSAGE DOWNWARDS UNTIL IT EMERGED ON
A BEACH AT THE FOOT OF THE CLIFFS...

YES... AN AWE-INSPIRING

CREATURE INDEED!AND IDEAL

FOR OUR PURPOSE,WHAT?
HEN! HEH!

AR TN
LOADED IT WiTH P
FOUR BARRELS AS Fu'-l---- AND e

L EMPTY! READY T
I ORDERED? Recewe THE Limp

FORM OF JANUS
STARK

STy, ;
Ji, LTI CONT’NUED OVERLEAR




SwWIFTLY, THE BUTLER HAMMERED
THE LI1D INTO POSITION. ..

NEXT MOMENT, HARDINGTON CRASHED THE
BLADE DOWNWARDS INTO THE FLOOR OF

? |
| THE BOAT. ["\7 |5 DONE ! THE BOAT WILL DRIFT
AND TAKE ABOLT HALF AN HOUR TO SINK.
STARMK WILL RECOVER AND TRY 7O ESCAPE
Z IN THAT TIME... EXACTLY OPPOSITE THE
EXCELLENT! STRETCH OF COASTUNE 1 HAVE SELECTED!
NOW PASS ME YD ? .

THE AXE, B
QUICKLY !

-

WITH 1TS SAIL SET, THE LEAKING CRAFT
MOVED SLUGGISHLY NORTHWARDS
IN A STIFFENING BREEZE

oo AND TWENTY MINUTES LATER,
JANUS STARM STIRRED.

\K
/

WHAT...? SQUIRE
HARDINGTON — THAT IO
WINE ! IT WAS
DRUGGED!

[TWISTING HIS FLEXIBLE B0OY THIS
WAY AND THAT, JANUS PULLED OUT
ONE NAIL..

REALISING HE WAS IN SOME SORT OF //» >
DANGER, JANUS FOUND A TINY CRACK| ZZ g

IN ONE OF THE PLANKS... AND SL1D | - AILS HAVE BEEN
TWO ELASTIC -LIKE FINGERS THROUWGH |-\ DRIVEN IN “TO HOLD
- - THE LID DOWN. I

MUST PRISE THEM

BZ

P

zi‘ ‘.  ? | @i" ;
i

—®
—

e

1T WIDENED TO A MERE SIX-INCH GAP. 7 BEWILDERED, THE SHORE IS A MERE TWO HUNDRED
BUT FOR THE MASTER ESCAPIST, IT [T+ g / STARK LEAPT YARDS AWAY ! PERHAPS I CAN BEACH
WAS SPACE ENOUGH. T . . & FOR THE HEIM... HER BEFORE SHE GOES UNDER...

UWHUH..FEE! \

\\ 1'M FREE! BUT ON A BOAT!
NN\ A SINKING BOAT!

i’z




CAUGHT BY THE INCOMING TIDE, THE
WATERLOGGED CRAFT ROLLED TOWARDS
SOME ROCKS...

THEN,AS JANUS STAGGERED
DAZEDLY ON 70 DRY LAND...

THAT'S HIM WITHOUT
A DOUBT!SEIZE HIM,

ME LADS!

WE BE OFFICERS OF HER |

MAJESTY'S CUSTOMS AND
EXCISE SERVICE! AND BY
LOOK O' iT, WE'VE CAUGHT
YE RED-HANDED IN THE
ACT OF SMUGGLING.

OPEN THEM BARRELS!

SWIFTLY, ONE OF THE cusToms men Y

THE CHIEF OF THE SQUAD SMILED COLDLY...

SMASHED AT THE NEAREST ONE...

N A SV

iy L

FINEST FRENCH
BRANDY, SIR. NO DOUBT Y
THE OTHER TWO CONTAIN

THE SAME!

HAH! SO THE ANONYMOUS TIP WE HAD THIS
AFTERNOON THAT A SMUGGLER WOULD BE TRYIN'
TO LAND A CARGO HERE TONIGHT 'AS PROVED

CORRECT! /@ N ,

NO!I'M INNOCENT, 1 TELL You'! THAT FOURTH
BARREL WAS EMPTY. I WAS DRUGGED AND NAILED
INSIDE — AND THEN SET ADRIFT.

AN

A LIKELY FAIRY STORY IF EVER T
HEARD ONE ! NOW TAKE HIM T0 THE

PA ROAD— WE CAN GET THE TRUTH

OUT OF HIM AT HEADQUARTERS!

ROUGHLY , JANUS WAS DRAGGED TO A WAITING
PONY AND TRAP... AND IT WAS JUST THEN,
THAT THE TRUTH STRUCK HIM!

A DECOM, THAT'S
ALL 1 WAS! HARDINGTON MUST HAVE

SO SET THE BOAT ADRIFT...KNOWING I'D
| BE ABLE TO ESCAPE IN TIME TO BEACH

THE CRAFT NEAR THE SPOT THEY'D
\ BE WAI‘HNM
=l =

WHOLE SHIP-LOAD ASHORE §
ONCE 1'VE BEEN TAKEN TO }
HEADQUARTERS AND THE

[7HE PONY AND TRAP MOVED OFF...
AND A SUDDEN ANGER BOILED IN THE
HEART OF JANUS STARK. -

FREE...RACE BACK TO
HARDINGTON HALL AND
PROVE MY INNOCENCE! THAT
WHEEL ! IT WILL BE DANGEROUS...
BUT PERHAPS THE RUBBER-LIKE
QUALITY OF MY BONES CAN
TAKE ‘THE STRAIN!




WITH THE SPEED OF A STRIKING SNAKE, JANUS THRUST P DISENTANGLING HIS ARM,
HIS ARM DOWNWARDS...THROUGH THE WHIRLING MIS FANTASTIC MUSCLES JAMMED THE TOOK TO MIS HEELS...
SPOMES OF THE WHEEL! —— : o -

JANUS

/.

DONE 1T, BY GLORY!NOW FOR
HARDINGTON HALL —AND THAT
BLACK-HEARTED SQUIRE!

:'('— ‘b; "“ -
S o

AN HOUR LATER,HE WAS ON THE [ A FRENCH BRIG MOORED THAT CLEFT IN THE ROCKS AT THE FOOT

CLIFF-TOP... GRZING ANGRILY [ OFF-SHORE, LINES OF MEN WITH OF THE CLIFF MUST CONNECT WITH A _A\
AT THE SCENE BELOW. IE"Q BARRELS. SO 1 WAS RIGHT SECRET PASSAGE TO THE CELLARS.IT .."' R}

‘ AFTER ALL... g IS TIME THAT JANUS STARK TOOK Oo,

: PN_HIS REVENGE!

<

; - \"/‘
B 3 ;
\l‘/.““'-- ﬁ"um. : S

YET AGAIN, THE UNCANNY POWER STORED
WITHIN STARK'S LIMBS ENABLED HIM TO | FEET, THAT'S ALL! S-SQUEEZE...
PERFORM THE IMPOSSIBLE ! W WRIGGLE ... STRETCH!

P

!’j' e 22 y; - 1,00 3 /// /

! 1 Z P Ay . > /

N . : i, SN . é
SRR

SWIFTLY, HE INCHED HIS WAY ALONG THE CLIFF-FACE. | - 1 UUUUH! A-ANOTHER FEW

THAT GRATING! IT NO DOUBT P
LEADS INTO A CORRIDOR
SOMEWHERE NEAR THE

BASEMENT. IDEAL FOR MY~
PURPOSE!

VBMT AS JANUS TURNED,HE ACCIDENTALLY [N MA FOI! Up
KICKED- OVER A TIN MUG. AND NEXT ‘THERE, SQUIRE,..

\
. rlum|nmm)iﬁ1|#m!m,mmmm"m;mng’mmm AN INTRUDER! |
.-q,,u \|!!,;§"il W s

ONCE INSIDE ,HE CAT-FOOTED HIS WAY TOWARDS
A LIGHTED DOORWAY. AND THERE...

AAAH, AT
LAST!NOW I SN

HAVE IT,
HARDINGTON—

el
TQM‘

8 L, ANV

BY THUNDER!
GET HIM,LADS.
HURRM!,




THREE BURLY SAILORS RUSHED THE STAIRS...BUT /
THE GRIM-FACED STARK WAS READY...] ]

WMkt

1)
/

ZK@Q Wy

Ve

97

B8UT AS HARDING TON PULLED OUT A GUN, i | i

JANUS SLID A RUBBER-LIKE FOOT UNDER B '

THE STACK OF BARRELS ON THE LANDING... } }i
L e i

il {ﬂ

m

/"~ ‘FOOLS!
IDIOTS ! HE MUST °
Y NOT GET AWAY!

[AnD NEXT MOMENT.. . o~

-

;«. /(‘ 3
'

w‘\ \
AM:

\

\ <
=N

MINUTES LATER, IT WAS ALL OVER... AND
THE SMUGGLERS LAY HELPLESS !

SHIP'S PAPERS, EH? A BILL OF SALE

i FOR CONTRABAND GOODS YO A CERTAIN
BENJAMIN HARDINGTON!AMPLE EVIDENCE
FOR THE EXCISE MEN, I WOULD SAY...

Yo
CURSE YOU TO THE GATES N, G
.OF ETERNITY! \ T

THE ESCAPIST LAUGHED, AND OPENED| A FORTUNE IN GOLDEN
A MONEY CHEST HE HAD ALSO GUINEAS FROM YOUR LIFE
FOUND NEARBY... OF CRIME,EH? WELL, 1

- KNOW WHERE THIS MusT
GO, BENJAMIN HARDINGTON!
: . FAREWELL! P

AND SO IT WAS, THAT AS DAWN BROKE
OVER THE SQUIRE'S ESTATES, A LOuD

NOISE SUMMONED THE TENANTS FROM
FAR AND WIDE. ., . 5

BY THE STARS,
WHAT 1S IT? THE CHURCH
BELL! WHO RINGS IT?
WHO CAN SUMMON

us AT THIS HOUR? 48

AMAZED, THE VILLAGERS GATHERED.AND
THMERE , GLITTER/ING ON THE STEPS OF

THE CHURCH, WAS ... T3ES AND FOR US, 100,

A CHEST! A CHEST )|[Rf MY PEOPLE! THE NOTE SAYS...
OF GOLDEN (| R 70 ALL THOSE iN NEED. ..
GUINEAS! LW FROM ONE WHO NO LONGER
REQUIRES IT.!"

e

HALF A MILE AWAY, JANUS STARK DID NOT
EVEN LOOK BACK.FOR NOW HE WAS FREE TO
LEAVE...TO FACE THE NEW ADVENTURES
WHICH SURELY LAY AHEAD!

U ///////////// / I s
2 74 .
i »
'l://///////// A ////////4////4

L

 BE SURE NOT 7O MISS
NEXT INTRIGUING TALE IN THIS

TH.

SERIES — IN 'SMASH!"




¥ THE INCREDIBLE ADVENTURES O

— T o

A

{

i,

“\‘\iﬁn.‘m‘\
N

\

=
=
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R HUSHED CROWD g LADIES AND } LOADED WITH
PACKED THE Y GENTLEMEN! 1 GIVE YOU... N PADLOCKED IRON,

SOUTHWARK WHARF- JANUS STARK, MASTER JANUS STARK WiLL ]

SI0E, LISTENING , OF THE IMPOSSIBLE ! TO y BE LOCKED INSIDE THIS

WHOM THE STRONGEST y @ § IMPREGNABLE
CHAINS ARE MERE - TRUNK ...
THREADS | N

OPEN -MOUTHEDAS A
RAUCOUS - VOICED
SHOWMAN
BELLOWED THE
SUPERLATIVE
PRAISES OF THE
FANTASTIO ACT NE
WAS ABOUT TO
PRESENT.

AS THE PREPARATIONS FOR HIS FATE ~TEMPTING ORDEAL WERE
MADE, JANUS LET HIS EVES WANOER OVER THE GAPING CROWD ...

THERE'S A DETERMINED YOUNG IMP...
. - SCALING THE WAREHOUSE WALL
. AND THEN ! T e ay FORRA BETTER VIEW. HE STANDS
' b - 4 - y EVERY CHANCE OF BREAKING

LADIES AND h 3 J gy . IS FOOLISH e
GENTLEMEN , IT WILL a2 . 9c/4 i : HIS FOOLISH NECK
BE PLUNGED INTO
SETTING CEMENT !
JANUS STARK WiLL
ESCAPE... OR BE

ENTOMBED UNTIL

DEATH CLAIMS

HIM!

\\ ' c .
% e |
T
ﬂlu’.i' -l

Bur JANUS STARK DION'T KVOW | | I (oW MURMUR RAN THROUGH THE

YOUNG 7OB8Y TASKER... WATCHERS AS JANYS WAS LOCKED IN
///;/45/’ = | THE POWEREUL TRUNK ... -
= - 'E'LL NEVER
GET OUT OF
THAT! LET
ALONE WHEN
IT’S DUMPED
NN CEMENT!
'Ll BE FORIT Ny
1F OLD GRIMES (X

CATCHES ME...BUT
IT'S WORTHIT TO

g
7 BN
(-

7 s\?’ )
\ '-’.I' ﬂ.a"1

AN |

SEE THE GREAT
JANUS STARK !

¥ | puNND
kL o muck:




Ervemnvures
TICNKED Stowty
8Y...AND THEN,
TOA ROAR OF

'€'S DONE IT: N
LUMME, ’E’S
DONEIT:

THE FELLOW'S DOOMED N
THREE MINUTES ALREADY.,. |
THE AIR MUST HAVE RUN

OUT BY NOwW | i

SLowey, TNE MASSIVE PRUNK
SANK BELOWY THE THICK SURFARCE..

/ YOUR APPRECIATION, MY FRIENDS...
FOR THE MOST INCREDIBLE MAN OF
THE CENTURY §

7 RM 2 Il R
GIVE YE HARM

EGCAN TO OISPERSE...
& 4 A PRETTY HAUL,

=] JANUS: AND
WHAT PUBLICITY

“ THEY WERE 9

\JINDEED A GENEROUS )
CROWD...

REUBEN ORIMES, THE

VICIous CHIMNEY -~ SWWEEP,
BARED NIS TEETH IN AN
EVIL SNVARL...

NOW THEN,
BRAT! LEARN

DISOBEY YOUR
MASTER-!

COME DOWN
IDLE WHELP!
THINK [ PAY YOU A
PENNY A WEEK TO

WASTE YER TIME ?

CURSE YoU! }

VE
O'vE

WNEXT INSTANT, THE

SWEEP'S WRIST WAS
CAUGHT IN FINGERS |
OF STEEL 2

" ENOUGH! I'lL NOT
SEE A DEFENCELESS BOY
BEATEN BY THE
LIKES OF yoU &

GRAAAGH:
WHO DARES..?

il conrivveo]
(0 ovewicnr—~




" MY-MY TEMPER §

THE FANTASTIO T
IT'S HASTY...l MEANT

POWER THAT BURNED
IV STARK'S EYES - NO HARM...
OROVE THE COLOUR N =

FROM GRIMES'S FACE,
" N al

JANUS STARK
DARES, YOU COWARD }
WiLL YOU CHOOSE TO

ARGUE WITH ME?

THAT'S
BETTER. IF
FIND YOU'VE
LAID YOUR HAND
ON THIS 8OY,
YOU'LL LIVE TO

REGRET IT!

»

VERY WELL, TOBY. BE ON YOUR WAY. y AS JANUS TURNED 70 WALK AWAY, TOEY

AND DON'T LET THE BULLYING WAYS OF Ml | Z6(7 SOMETHING INSIDE HIS CAP. /T WAS
YOUR MASTER BREAK YOUR W | 4 cocoen comnvea...,

SPIRIT, LAD ! GOSH, MR.STARK...

I'tL NEVER FORGET
YOU FOR ;HIS:

NOW, YOUNG SHAVER. WHAT'S
VOUR NAME, EH 2

JANUS STARK RETURNED T0 HIS ROOMS IN A
THOUGHTFUL MO0D.,..

m‘ YOU KNOW, IT ANGERS ME

JANUS'S THOUGHTS WERE INTERRUPTEDL
BY A SHARPL KVOCK AT THE DOOR. ..

TO THINK OF YOUNGSTERS LIKE
. TOBY TASKER AT THE MERCY
WM OF PEOPLE LIKE GRIMES ... =}

=

- Zd S
£ o 4 2] .
Ser 7N
D R\ Mg
A}
FORCED
y = TO TOIL, NIGHT AND
' DAY...CRAWLING UP
\ = < N AND DOWN CHIMNEYS
2 FOR A PENNY A WEEK. MR.STARK 2 I'VE e rosBERIES
= - I MIGHT HAVE CALLED WITH REGARD SERGEANT 2 BUT
N SUFFERED SUCH A T0 A SERIES OF W oW wouLd
43 N FATE, HAD I NOT ROBBERIES THAT HAVE § THEY CONCERN
ESCAPED FROM THE TAKEN PLACE . 2

RECENTLY...

ORPHANAGE..,

HOWEVER, IN THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED, JANUS
WAS 70 BECOME HIGHLY IRRITATED 8Y
HIS CONSTANT 'SHADOW ... s

THIS IS INSUFFERABLE !
{ CANNOT STAND IT ANY
LONGER ! ¢

THE PLACES ROBBED WEREALL
THIEF - PROOF. ER —IT WOULD
HAVE TAKEN SOMEONE OF
EXCEPTIONAL TALENTS TO GET
IN OR OVUT...

WY WEN THE POLICEMEN LEFT... "lml

17| HAVE A FEELING MY
MOVEMENTS ARE GOING
TO BE WATCHED.

I'M FLATTERED

AT YOUR SUGGESTION,

SERGEANT 2) REGRET
{ CANNOT HELP YOU'!}

INNOCENT AS YOU ARE,
YOU HAVE NOTHING TO
WORRY ABOUT, JANUS...




BV TWOUr WARNING, JANUS EROKE |
INTO A RUN AND SWIFTLY ROUNDED
A CORNER...

L0 SN

IS TN

SOME PLACE
TO HIDE... JUST
FOR A WHILE...
AH! THE VERY

SPOT!

A CoAL-wote... Fak
roo nvaRRow FoR
EVEN THE SMALLEST
NORMAL MAN 70
SQUEEZE THROUGH.
BUT JANUS STARK
WAS VO NVORMAL

A SECONO LATER,
AND THE STREEY

N7  HE-HE'S
VO THE STREET FIRER] VANISHED: GONE

il INTO THIN AIR AND

7 HEN, HEAVY FOOTFALLS RESOUNDED ON
THE PRVEMENTY BEHIND THE POLICEMAN ...

THERE YOU ARE, TWENTY~THREE ! NEW
ORDERS... WE'VE GOT TO GUARD LORD
CHAWSON'S MANSION . IT'S EMPTY

TONIGHT, AND THE GOVERNORS
EXPECT OUR MYSTERIOUS
THIEF TO STRIKE !

SHOULD BE
ON THE ALERT!
COME ON !

AND I'VE JUST
LOST JANUS STARK,
SERGEANT!

MOMENTS LATER, JANUS STARK g
SQUEEZED HIMSELF OUT OF HIS NARROW |
HIOING-PLACE... . ‘

VERY INTERESTING !
PERHAPS | SHALL END
THIS FOOLISHINESS (F {
VISIT LORD CHAWSON'S
MANSION MYSELF,.,
AND CATCH THE

REAL THIEF IN

THE ACT!

CONTRACTING HIS
MUSCLES TO NERVE -~
JARRING COMPACTNESS,
JANYS SQUIRMED HIS
WAY ALONG THE
SLUICE...

THE PAIN ...

JANUS MADE HIS WAY 7O A SEWER
ENTRANCE ANO LOCATED THE NARROW
RAIN ~SLUICE THAT RAN PAST THE
BI6 MANSION ...

T 7 s

BLENOING WITH THE g
SHADOWS, THE MASTER B
CONTORTIONIST MADE
A CIRCUIT OF THE
LARGCE HOUSE.IT

WAS SURROUNDED

&Y POLICE ...

I'tL HAVE TO
ENTER BY THE
SLUICES !

WHO KNOWS
BUT THE REAL
THIEF MAY BE
USING THE SAME
ENTRY 2 BUT SURELY 4
THERE CAN BE NO-ONE [
ELSE WITH THE
POWERS OF JANUS
?

THE SHARP BEND IN THE
RAINFALL SUMP BENEATH
THE CHAWSON MANSION
ALMOST HAD JANYS
TRAPPED ...

CONTINUED OVERLEAF —




IN THE BASEMENT,
JANUS STRETCHED
HIS ACHING [IMBS...

THERE COULD HAVE
BEEN NO OTHER WAY
INTO THIS PIACE...VEY
NOT EVEN A CRILD
COULD HAVE GOT

A CHILD. THE THOUGCHT
SEEMED 70 PREY AT THE

BACK OF JANUS'S MIND.

THEN, AS HERERCHED
THE DININGROOM ...

8Y THE
POWERS! I'M
TOO LATE! THE
ROBBERY HAS

BEEN MADE!
THROUGH THAT

SNt ,.::

/

JH
; o
= ° ml 1

NEXT MOMENT, HE SPOTTED A CHILD
A SCRAP OF GRUBBY CLOTH o YVES—A
LYING IN THE CRATE e

I'tL CATCH THAT
YOUNG IMP AND TELL
HIM A THING

Burinv rrE 6Loom oF Mrs SUTHERING FEET
THE FLUE — WHICH CRIPPED AND HELD,. B8UT
WAS WIDER THAN AN AVALANCHE OF
WAS WECESSARY FOR| | POWDERY SOOT SURGCED
JANUYS — HE MISSED OVER HIM, CLOGGING
HIS FOOTING ! MOUTH AND NOSTRILS ...

LCAN'T...CAN'T
BREATHE..!

PHEN, SUDOENLY,
ReAeTiD bown 1 GOT MR.STARK. HONEST. BUT
CAT'S EYES

FROM HIM ...

PRI

SEE 2 | SAW

AFTER ME!
WHAT'S THE
GAME, MR,

STARK ?

UGGGH ! YOUR—

CONFOUNDED IMPUDENCE !

I'lL - ASK YOU THE SAME
QUESTION...WHEN I'VE
THANKED YOU FOR
SAVING MY LIFE ¢

e \‘ -
?QW I DON'T WANT TO THIEVE,

| HAD A
FEELING THAT
MIGHT BE THE CASE,
YOUNG TOBY. TELL
ME - WHERE'S
GRIMES NOW 2

GRIMES MAKES ME, HE
BEATS ME IF IDON'T DO
WHAT HE ORDERS :




UP ON THE ROOF, IV THE DARKIVESS, JANUS
TWO HOUSES SMILED G‘k/MlV...
ALONG.  HAVE TO
MEET HIM THERE
AN'HAND OVER
THE LOOT...

SECONDS LATER, JANUS AND
THE B0Y PARTED COMPANY...

WHAT A MESS! A
FINE SWEEP'S BOY
I'D MAKE! NOW TO
CAUSEA LITTLE
NOISE TO BRING IN
THE PEELERS...

I THINK |
HAVE A NOTION
THAT wWiLL
SETTLE FOR OUR
FRIEND GRIMES
ONCE AND FOR ALL,
TOBY ! LISTEN CAREFULLV
TO MY INSTRUCTIONS....

SWIETLY, JANUS DASHED OVER A HEAVY UPr ON THE ROOF, TOBY TASKER WAS A SHADOWY FIGURE FLITTED SILENTLY ACROSS

CHAIR .. . THEIN FORCED HIMSELF INTO A C‘ﬂRRVIIVG‘ QUT HIS PART 0F THEPLAN ! THE ROCFTOPS WITH THE AGHITY ONLY A
MAKESHIFT HIDING P(ACE ! TRAINED SWEEP C'OUID

N YA 3 2 Z -
I Q ’ ( A NOISE IN THE . Z - -~ WHERE ARE YyOU,
y/l l: @‘[, [ HOUSE ! COME ON... 77 GRIMES! e /THEN 'YOU S‘YUPID
=
. !

INSIDE ! il B g%!cl"{v'\”—;_'"ﬂ/ls — - uTTie WHELP-?
CHIMNEY !

RIGHT )
BEHIND YOU,
MR.GRIMES...

Soimes s ssicn oitissy T

708 X BY THUNDER . HE'S
UPENDED THE MAN’S S FALLEN INTO OUR HANDS'!
FEET ANO PITCHED HIM 4 NODIT AIN T STARK
Zfl//lfog ONG DOWIN THE ‘ y

p A CLIMBIN'
/ MONKEY OFA SWEEP'
HE'LL DO NO MO
CLAMBERIN® IN
NEWGATE JAILS

AANO LONG AFTER THE HOUSE HAD OIVC‘F MO/PF
FALLEN SULENT ... TapTryr:

1T WORKED
MR.STARK . IT'S‘
ALLOVER {

ol A

N
v,
)

| f:f—'//; i

=

... AND A HABIT OF
LEAVING GUINEAS INIT! .
I'tL MAKE A NEW START WITH
THIS, MR.STARK.AND .ONE
DAY, I'LL PAY YOU BACK.
THAT'S my PROMISE !

INDEED IT IS, YOUR
CAP, YOUNG TOBY. ! SEEM
TO BE MAKING A HABIT OF
PICKING IT UP FOR YOU...




q . THEATRE, A
WHITE-FACED

I DON'T LIKE
T! HE..HE'LL

su FFOCATE l
SLOWLY WITH SMOKE. )

WITHIN IT. A CHAINED,
MANACLED FIGURE

® WAS IMPRISONED... THE
£ FIGURE OF JANUS

STARK, UNCANNY 'PRINCE
£ OF ESCAPERS', WHOM

NO LOCKS OR

FETTERS CouLD

TO

[anD THEN, T HE'S FREE! B-BUT

I'T S IMPOSSIBLE

ESCAPE, THE ACT
SHOULD BE
STOPPED!

THE SMOKE SWIRLED HIGHER ABOUT
THE STRUGGLING FIGLIRE aes

I WISH HE'D
GET OUT...THIS ¥§
5 NERVE-
RACKING ! 4

HE'S NEARLY
HIDDEN FROM

SECONDS
LATER...

I 2

THE BOTTLE IS STILL
SEALED!

IMPOSSIBLE!

) /
W ////

THE APPLAUSE WAS STILL THUNDERING B2
WHEN JANUS STARK LEFT BY THE

SIDE-DOOR..

1 ALWAYS N
WALK AFTER THESE
R SHOWS. IT HELPS
\ ME LOOSEN UP...

HAVE A CARE, COR! SORRY,
FELLOW... GUV'NOR!
AGH!

CONFOUND
THE MAN!HE
RUNS AS IF A
FIEND WERE 1~
AFTER HIm!

HE CHOSE HIS USUAL PATH, BUT AS k&g
HE STRODE THROUGH THE MIST... |

FOOTFALLS. ..
SOMEONE MUST )|

STARK ALSO FOUND |.{ 1 SENSE EVIL!IT CRAWLS IN
HIMSELF HURRMING... THE MIST AND DRAWS NERRER,
I WILL TRY TO FIND FROM WHAT
THAT SCAR-FACED THUG WAE/
ESCAPING!

= _




FIRE! FIRE! THE
BASEMENT... A MAN'S /
TRAPPED! ) p

N THERE, SIR!

FROM HIS STICK THE PRINCE OF ESCAPERS
WITHDREW A SMALL INSTRUMENT.,. THEN
.|WORKED AT INCREDIBLE SPEED]

’

j\k byt
I f

% SOMEGNE HAS SNAPPED R\ gl
“THE KEY OFF IN THE LOCK. W\
THE POOR DEVIL WITHIN WASN'T JN
MEANT TO ESCAPE!

NO DOOR CouLD

1T IS DESTINY!
I'M STILL IN
. S FOR LONG... TIME !

\

BN <

COR,STONE ME— Jil

\

EXTINGUISHED...

THIS WAY, MY FRIEND!
STEADY...\YOU'LL SOON
RECOVER. DON'T TRY

B -
AND TALK "IET.’:/% 1

~ ’““*f."llﬂﬁi

MY..MM NAME'S KEEN, I'M
A FREELANCE REPORTER.
I KNOW WHO YOU ARE,
SIR...

Bl 1 i)
il

Y £
7. k\
"'.,I/-/ 5N , : ) .

| BUT HOW DID IT HAPPEN? Qi
I CAN'T THINK THE JAMMED R

PR 3l CONTINUED OVERLEAF...




KEEN CRANED I'M DANGEROUS... BECALUSE I'M SURE A
FORWARD . PRISONER IN FOULFEN JAIL iS5 70 BE SILENCED
EARNESTLY... PERMANENTLY ! ONLY HE CAN IDENTIFY 'THE
RECEIVER', THE MASTER~MIND WHO

o CONTROLS LONDON'S UNDERWORLD!

1.1 KNOW TOO MUCH! I was w ..
STRUCK DOWN...A MAN WITHA / iz
SCAR. HE LEFT ME...BUT FOR i ( ‘
VOU,1'D BE DEAD. 1k

|

|

)

]
!

i

ey

y i [N “:“\ » | N

‘ ‘ TR D N i 1 g
Uil:2o &% !

h l} ‘At‘. P,',E I A b\\\

g -

o ' :
| s
) il 2/ ;
MAN WITH A SCAR? P
THAT MUST HAVE BEEN 7 s
THE THUG WHO RAN INTO | SIS
ME EARLIER! N

. o’
Lo

RN

... HIS NAME'S MILNE! HE'S A
BURGLAR WHO WAS FALSELY
CONVICTED, *'THE RECEIVER®
PUT HIM THERE... R

BE KILLED!

!“

!.,
!

LIKE EVERYONE ELSE, STﬂRK HﬁD'
NEARD OF THE DREADED 'RECEIVER.... JOU'RE NEW IN 'ERE,

MR.STARK, THE POLICE WON'T BELIEVE ME! " . AIN'T. YOu, FRIEND?

NEITHER WILL MY NEWSPAPER!THIS P0O / Y

WRETCH, MILNE, MUST BE SAVED! .
N BRI

&)

]
Q‘
¥

\
L

4

i

Saeyy i

) ]

J A

\ —\' 5 el Hv E X Ty !
| N \\\ N 4 '/i ‘x{“m}/%; Ben NS, o o CEAVE .

WHAT DID I JELL voU, STARK?
THEY MEAN TO SILENCE ME,
TOO!

steeL N vou courp Be Leaving, YT
GLITTERED |\ ALL RIGHT, BLABBER-MOUTH—

EVILLY... |\ ‘\\\ FOR EVER!

\\ \\11.,_%\.‘& "N\ I

N CAN JANUS SAVE HIS
COMPANION FROM A
GRIM FATE? FIND OUT IN
THE NEXT NERVE-TINGLING

INSTALMENT!




ADVENTURES

i e 2

AAAARAN! A
SWORD STICK!

ANUS STARK, THE
UNCANNY 'PRINCE OF

JOURNALIST NAMED KEEN
FROM A BURNING ROOM.,
KEEN WAS IN FEAR OF
HIS LIFE BECAUSE HE
KNEW THAT A CONVICT
IN FOULFEN JAIL WAS
TO BE ASSASSINATED
BY ORDER OF "THE
RECEIVER', A DREADED
MASTER-MIND OF THE
VICTORIAN UNDERWORLD.
THEN, IN A_TAVERN,
TWO 'CUT-THROATS
ADVANCED UPON STARK
AND KEEN...

~

O‘H'VE
DANGER  HEEN - THIZ
MAN lez"ﬁ\uﬁi
BE SAVED FROM Hi

FATE!

R Wi
N7 THE JAILY?

st

TH
HAPPY FOR YOU
MY FRIENDS! BU
L BE VERY
CAREFUL!

o

&

!
“W\\ymm

1oV,

WAS DEATHLY...| DON'T

s, . '/’('\ By L

,,//'//”,;“ “"4 (('. ( R\ T
K HES A DEVIL IN DISGUISE! il
7 \LooK AT THE WAY HIS EYES BURN!

GOOD NIGHT,EVERYONE! J
BOTHER TO
RISE...

Y

\

2\

X,

)’ MR.STARK,T KNOW
MILNE'S CELL NUMBER/!
1P ONLY YOoU CAN

GET 10 HIM...

MY KNOWLEDGE OF
JAILS 1S GREATER THAN
You MIGHT THINK, M FRIEND!
I INTEND TO BREAK INTO
FOULFEN!

FOULFEN JAIL,ONCE A FORT, REARED
HIGH FROM TREACHEROUS MUD FLATS...

=71
77
y ’

7

STORES AND PRISONERS COULD ONLY
8E MOVED IN BY BOAT AT HIGH TIDE.AT
LOW TIDE THE QUAGMIRE MUD couLD
TRAP AND HOLD ANYONE WHO TRIED TO
CROSS. ..z =

= =
~ WE WON'T FIND

¥ THE MISSING PRISONER
A NOow!THE MUD GOT
HIM...TILL THE
WATERS CAME!

MEANWHILE,
AT A NEARBY
INN...

SHOES ! ONE PAIR IS FOR OUR PRISONER

T'LL CROSS THE MUD TONIGHT AT LOW |
TIDE. THESE WILL ACT LIKE SNows

FRIEND, MILNE! »

g N
B ouRe A cenius, Y
MR. STARK! >



THAT NIGHT, WITH THE MOONLIGHT CASTING EERIE [77E MUD-SHOES"
SHADOWS ACROSS THE BLEAK PRISON... DISTRIBUTED

YOU KNOW EXACTLY WHAT
710 DO, KEEN? LIVES DEPEND ON
You , REMEMBER !

[AT LAST, JANUS STARK REACHED FIRM
GROUND. THEN A GRAPNEL FLASHED
WITH UNCANNY AIM...

IF KEEN'S
RIGHT, IT IS
THE FIRST CELLY

WINDOW T

USING ALL HIS CONSIDERABLE SKILL,
STARK 'WALKED' UP THE WALL IN
ALMOST COMPLETE SILENCE!

MILNE! I'M HERE TO FREE YOu,
YOU'RE A DEAD MAN [F You
5 STAY IN JAIL!

- £ |AN UNTIDY FIGURE| BLESS VER, MATEY!

ROSE FROM THE |\ 1T'S ALL CLEAR...

SHADOWS...
R

A

Y Y
N kN “\\\{" KN
\\\\“:‘\ ' ‘

) Gl

N

1 8o

HOLD ON Qi
N WHILE X LOOSEN R
THE BARS! N

USING A STRANGE INSTRUMENT, LOCKED CELLS WERE NO PROBLEM

STARM FORCED THE BAR. _ > FOR STARK'S EERIE TALENTS EITHER...
T E TR sone} L LN ' Wt MBS CUARBS ™
RUBBERI 1T PAIR GIVES ME THE DAt T, . 2L BE QUIET!
\ CREEPS! o T A KT . : s vt 8 ~ I'LL DO THE
e , V- RN B ~ 1 WORRYING!
. ' Loes X3 S
] 'L' ‘2 ~‘.‘\\\ .ty ) =X
oy ‘-‘.s::. . { .\': (t\;\\\g . '*‘ﬁ' » - N
] . N
Z s 1 2
ﬁ_ ‘ / \3 {
e,
Z |
2 'Y, ' P ) j il
B
K
"\UI | B

N /NS RIER i\ {CoNTINGED OVERLEAF...




MILNE NEVER QUITE UNDERSTOOD MHOW THEY
‘BOTH REARCHED THE MUD~-FLATS...HOW DOORS
| OPENED SOUNDLESSLY BEFORE Hi5 RESCUER'S
{'rouch. BUT AT LONG LAS

SEE THE LIGHT-

/ KEENS WAITING FOR

BREATHING HEAVILY, THE PAIR REACHED
;g% M:égLﬂND. BUT AS KEEN STEPPED

TS IM...
‘I’HE "RECEIVER! ‘
MY OATH..!

eve

ST .SO IT WAS ALL AN.ACT,EH,KEEN? THE
SHRUGGED |FAKED ATTEMPT ON YOUR LIFE...You
CASUALLY... | STAGED THINGS CLEVERL\I TO MAKE

# IT'S A PITY YOUR CLEVERNESS
MUST BE WASTED... BUT YOU'RE

T SHOT!

THEN A SHAPE ROSE UP SUDDENLY.. ﬁND
MEEN RECALLED NOTHING MORE!
t e ~

THE WHAT—7 THE CLOAKS
REVOLVER | FLOATING!... rrs
BLAZED... EMPTY

A DEADLY REVOLVER APPEARED
IN KEEN'S HAND...

[ 10...ER...STOP A CONVICT'S

I'M SRRV, )
STARK...I MUST KILL You Bomd
ESCAPE!'To REACH A MAN IN
PRISON ISN'T EASY...1 NEEDED
\\ vou To BRING MILNE TO

ME! Now You BOTH
KNOW TOO MUCH!

Y AS You SAY,I AM
DANGEROUS.'...VER‘I

RN

THE CAPTURE OF THE DREADED 'RECEIVER',AND HIS
-\ CERTAIN IDENTIFICATION, TOOK LONDON BY STORM!

REAT
[\ PEAL THE POLICE REFUSE
—__TO EXPLAIN.

1CONFOUND YOU, STARK ! ONE DAY JB
Mou'Ll. GO TOO FAR...

DOUBT IT! GOoD DAY,
P CHIEF CONSTABLE!

DON'T MISS THE

DRAMATIC STORY

FEAYURING THE
INCREDIBLE

JANUS S MRI’
NEXT W




¥ THE INCREDIBL

.

E ADVENTURES OF

= e iy /f,’/’_’

)

wa

A \\
v
Y‘“‘““‘:\\\&

UL
\

‘EVENING, MR. STARKY
1 HEAR YOU'RE TO : X
B g Yo IR | N e

i N SR Z NS .. \ Ol /

AL g ) 2> ! R, AN HONEST MAN SHOULD.,

X . AR [ 73 4

Al
THE THEATRES
AND AUSIE HALLS
OF ViLcTORUN
LONDON, /7 ALSO
OREW THE
NEREST OF
THE POLIEE, . .

Mewwms, ar pocice HEADWPIEP;;}//‘-
PR ad) )

S
it

Sraok passED ON INTO
THE EERIE LIGHT ...

THE CRIMINAL WE'RE HUNTING

18 CALLED 'THE WRA/TH. ANY THING
THAY MIGHT HELP CATCH HIM IS
YOUR BUSINESS, INSPECTOR. YOU'D
A BETTER BE RIGHT ABOUT STARK.,

SO YOU THINK
WE'LL LEARN
'CRIME- PREVENTION'
TIPS FROM THIS
FELLOW, JANUS STARK?

e A RUM e. I CAN'T saY I'M

THAT ONE ./ FAIR GIVES HAPPY ABOUT V... MA“E,"‘G‘ARW, vy
ME THE GHIVERS...ID N HiM WORK,
LIKE O SEE M AT HiS AND I'M SURE!

T Sy, B 600D EVENNG, GENTLEMEN! 1 ' ' Srenso, sw JOMW FUNG ¥
SN OPEN THE OUIER DOOR... NO, SiR//
= THE GAS-LIGHT

i Swooeney...
) ‘ ‘ = WAKE UP, YOU MEN / Y
v i ( DID Y00 SEE " FLICKERED A
: . ANYONE ENTE| » >~ lc
Just Now 27 || S ¥

-7’8
STARK HIMSELF.
WHERE DID YOU

SPRING FROM 7




Jinss peacca. WY

DON'T BLAME THEM, CHIEF
CONSTABLE / LOCKS OPEN

[ SOUNDLESSLY FOR ME AND THE
OFFICE HAS MANY SHADOWS.”
BUT LET US WASTE NO
MORE TIME...

BUT THE
UPPER WINDOWS
ARE BARRED...

{ SINCE 1 KNOW YOU
— —J1 "HAVE A LARGE STAFE
o\ MY MEANS OF ENTRY

WE'LL SELECT YOu®
HOUSE, SIR JOHN/

WOULD BE FROM
ABOVE ...

i 11%

Janus avcLeesD T
HEAD OF HIS CANE...

MY OWN IDEA
1 SHALL CAST
THE HOOK BY
ONE ACCURATE
MOVEMENT...

Toe SHEER SKILL OF THE THROW R
WAS NCREDIBLE. THEN . . '

3

THE MAN'S UNCANNY,
INSPECTOR, ONLY
THIE WRAI7H HIMSELF
HAS EVER MADE
ICH SHEER CLIMBS

I CAN SENSE
£V, ALL TONIGHT
IT HAS BEEN NEAR.
iT FOLLOWED ME

A smaie pesssves oot rorceo W
THIE BARS SLIBHTLY AFPART.

AAH, THE BAR!
ARE MOVING

v

Srarn's swEWY RN ‘ : " Muwures Larce,
800¥ conrorrer B Sl » == THE FRONT DOOR
LIKE RUBBER. . . A 7 = J ; { OPENED...

ST \al W e |

AAHH—IT HURTS,
BUT I'M THROUGH., 4

YOUR LOCKED DESK, SIR JOHN,
CONVAINS GOLD WHICH SHOULD

N AN APPOINTMENT AT THE SWAN
X, MUSIC HALL...

THE MAN'S INSOLENT,

INSPECTOR, DOESN'T

IT OCCUR TO YoU .
THAT S7TARK HIMSELF P

ENTER, SIR JOHN./AS YOU SEE,
il 'M ABOUT 10 LEAVE, UNDETECTED/
BUT DON'T THINK TOO BADLY

OF YOUR STAFF...

T DOES,

SIR / THAT
WAS ONE OF THE
REASONS I SOUGHT

COULD BE 74& WRAITH P =¥ THE DEMONSTRATION!

THE WA STEALS
ONLY SMALL OBJECTS
OF GREAT WORTH ~
ITEMS WHICH ARE

RARE BUT EAsY TO
CARRY. THE MEANS
OF ENTRY SHOW
A STRANGE

SIMILARITV...

RIGHT.” WATCH
Y YOUR SUSPECT
CLOSELY, INSPECTOR.




| Somrone FLsE
1 was movive THeoUGH
THE MURK .. .

Janus srak KNEW NOTHING OF
THE EXPLOITE OF THE WRAITH,
FOR THE INCREDIBLE BURSLARIES
WERE KELT SECRET BY AN
ANXIOUS POLICE OROER. . .

IS : [

WHY DID FROME

g ASK ME FOR THAT
DEMONSTRATION? MY BVERY
SENSE SCREAMS OF

DANGER AND EVIL ./

-

-

Y
/4, 5

IT FEELS
AS THOUGH

. A(eé\\
/ TM BEING

Sy D ‘/ ForLowep!,
Y 'y &

Y

| 74 .X N S/ e

UMCONSCIOUSWESS DESCENDED. . “\\\\\.\ s A7 7HE Snan STARK HASN'T ARRIVED YET,
S N PR / MUSIC HALL ... GUV'NOR// THE BLINKIN
N4 ~ VLA b o3\ AUDIENCE'LL GO MAD...

R

HE'S TOP
OF THE BILL.
KEEP THE GIRLS
DANCING FOR A
BIT LONGER ./

MY WIFE'S JEWELS ARE

MISSING../ THE UPSTAIRS THIS I ! STARK
WIRROW e AE e |3 W/ ameo
OF SUCH AN~ FOR THE
ENTRY. NOW [
AM CONVINCED - MYSTERY
JANUS STARK ’
Bl ) FIGURES,
/M

READ
| : 0’;’(,
THE MASTER'S Y/ | - : 2 8 4 Rl | - /V[

BE;ZRR&?ﬂaﬁESD':’ v - ( ¥ » : \ Ry | MONDAVOI




2l YOU'RE UNDER ARREST, STARK! THERE'S \
BEEN A BURGLARY— IN THE EXACT WAY
YOU DEMONSTRATED./ONLY 7HIS THE

YOU DROPPED YOUR GLOVESY

My GLOVESS

WHOEVER ATTACKED
ME ST_HAVE

MU
STOLEN THEM.

B

TER OF MYSTERY AND ESCAPE~ HAD GIVEN A DEMONSTRATION OF (5
FJUMPD[/L‘!OFV/[MHIV’ZIOW ; THEY SUSPECTED TH,

No 2vE cOULD FDLLOW HOW THE
HANDCUFFS PLEW OPEN/

I'M SORRY,

STARK~BUT ARRESTED,
YOU'RE HELD INSPECTOR/,
ON SUSPICION

YOU'LL BE
EVEN SORRIER,
INSPECTOR /

A srEmy pano
OVERBALANCED
THE DRIVER .4

YOU WON'T
GET AWAY -
WITH 7=/ g a
TN AR y ! I
== ; N {0 N : LET THE TEAM
! o/ 1) { § DECOY MY PURSUERS f
THE WeA/TH COULDN'T
DO BETTER THAN THiS S
IT MUST HAVE BEEN
HE WHO ATTACKED
ME EARLIER

Thr pONCE OF £5CAPERS
IDF FOR A GARBAGE -

LITTERED ALLEY KNOWY 4

20 LM SIMCE A CHILD. \ /

IS FIRST VISTT HAD BEAV &> ' :

AS THE ORPHANAGEL WalE | NO.E }

VOMIS CLARKE, FLEEG 1 Ny $ : you

f.eau/zz-mrmeaa ¢ - 4 ‘ IN My MIND : : POWERg AIV'ETILL
> o i ' i s ) 1o AT - (i HAVEN'T LEARNED, A

' HUNTED../ = LARGOS g




LONDON'S UNDERWORLD 19 0 ]
TILL YOUR WORLD, THOUGH

YOU 6TAY IN IT6 SHADOWS,” f=

WHERE SHALLT FIND

7He WEAITY, OLD

YOU'RE AFRAID, LARGO =
AND THE FEAR ‘N YOUR g
THOUGHTs REACHES TO Me,/

NS, 1 WONT ASK You. TM
REMEMBERING - AND

MAKE MY OWN ALANS.

DON'T AsK

ME THAT...
NOT EVEN
YOu, 80N/
: g
yl
VIV 742 RAPERS NEXT DAY oo | THERE'S SOME MYSTERY Bur rwe weary was Z
ABOUT THIS. D'YOU THINK NOT (DLE. R CUNVING,

THE CONFOUNDED FELLOW
18 A FRAUD ?

TMUST
BE ONE OF HI8
STUNTS, HUMPHREY/
FOR PUBLICITY,.
=
iy

Z = /IR, PERHAPS..

CA T ST
. B \/’—; | Y *" i

s== sn‘ m

[/
P
NN
= ANl
Woew 1HE myszeey B
FIGURE LEFT, WITH | |

THE UNCANNY CLIMBER, ONCE INSIDE,
MOVED IN TRANED, DEFT SILENCE weu

e BLAck-c0A0 NN
FISUIGE OF VENSEANCE

WHIRLED N PURSUL.

TREACHEROYS MO

“Eem,
||l1

W IR JOHN BELLING'S HOUSE WAS ENTERED AGAIN ./

DUT IT WAS THE WRAITH'S
TYRN TO BE WATCHED ., ON
A NEARBY ROOF...

1 THOUSHT THE LURE

OF §IR JOHN BELLING'® N
HOUSE WOULD BE 700 MUCH.”

T WAS THE OBVIOUS CHOICE
FOR AN ENEMY WHO KNOWS

I WILL CARRY THE BLAME,’ A

MY OATH,
IT-IT'S STARK.
THE cwmua DEVIL




Toae man's msree
ONOED THE LLOAKED

g\

- N\ A wm \\~

MY ENEMY
JUMPS / §O
SHALL I/ 1
WANT THE
ACCOMPLICE
weiL /

A GLANT APE!
1 GHOULD HAVE
GUESSED /

Pz commonon Hap aesn winesso. figH
50 JOHN BELLING AND 02
FROME MERE SOON ON THE SCENE ... |

\!

:

‘1' .
.

,
iA

i
BRING NETS./
THE WRA/TH HAS
ROBBED FOR THE
LAST TIME./ AND 80 ;
HAS HS TRAINER / /=5

["NoT A Momwey, FROME...A TRdiNED

APE...WHOSE CUNNING OWNER

HOPED TO COPY MY METHODS.” WHEN:

1 WAS ATTACKED BY THE BRUTE,.
IT TOOK MY GLOVES TO INCRIMINATE
ME ONCE AND FOR ALL )/

JANUS ETHRK'S INNOCENCE HAD
BEEN FINALLY FROVED...

ALL' IS WELL THAT ENDS

WELL, GENTLEMEN!I ONLY

WISH YOU LOOKED HAPPIER,
SiR JOHN /

\ 

B!
S

\!

CONFOUMD THE MAN ... o
I ALMOST WiSH HE e
WERE GULTY/! HIS =
INSOLENCE /A HUNDRED
GUINEAS WERE NEVER
RECOVERED FROM THE
ROBBERY EITHER / ,
HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS

. A-A GOLDEN
GUINEA ./ COR,
I\ THANKEE, SiR./ .

THERE WL

B DON'T THANK ME / A
8l GENEROUS BENEFACTOR
). GAVE A HUNDRED

£ ANOTHER
o,gmmmofo
‘o STORY
LEATURING THE
INCREDIBLE
JANUS STARK

Ky

SUCH COINS &

A SMALL
PRICE TO PAY
FOR CATCHING

& WRAITH

T

NN
= *ﬂ;/\\\,l-



7 OF ALL THE LAZY, GOOD- A A YounGER MAN CAME AS W DON'T DisMIss

Tiseee meke 2Awro | R & B FOR-NOTHING LOAFERS I'VE ‘ USUAL 70 CALEB'S DEFENCE. ..

VOKCES IN :
EVER COME ACROSS, POUND, { HIS BROTHER 808 ..
PACKING DEFARTMENT ' 23 YOU ARE THE WORST. TVE

oF TROUNCER'S %1 ), NO USE FOR WASTRELS./ g

ILENCE /

YOUR MPERTINENCE
WILL COST YoU

+ YOUR "OWN JOB IF ,

YOU'RE NOT CAREFUL ! 4|

Dryecrep, Bos POUND FOLLOWED
CALES DOWN THE BUSTLING STREET.

WHAT DO WE DO NOW, /. %
CALEB ? NO JOBS,
NO MONEY... _ o ~‘1

=

DON'T_LICK THE

») 4
OLD FOOL'$ BOOTY, (1A T'LL GEE YOU
BOB. COME ON - THI9 74 bl HARD, CALEB . ALL RIGHT, BOB,
STINKIN' WAREHOUSE . A OM, WHATS SUMMAT'LL ‘TURN UP,
AIN'T NO PLACE FOR U9/ £ 4 22— G, He use ? MARK MY WORDS,” |,

Thiey FASSED THE SRIGHTLY- LIT DOORNAY T2 BROTHERS APPLIED, AND WERE HIRED. BOB, AT LEAST,
OF A VARIETY THEATRE ... FOUND THE JOB MORE THAN NORMALLY INTERESTING ...
b/ HERE'S A GO, a -

LEB/ MEN |=—.. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.
CAWANTED.’ g2t 1 GIVE YOU-THE MASTER
- ESCAPE..THE DESPAR

OF EVERY LOCKSMITH,”

"~ 7
. ¢ A7 7; /j VANUS STARK & -
{ ~10) w7 V0117
&, A1 ‘4 J Z; s Y 7
| 19| @ Y
% 5' 9 = A EN
h BN ,
Ly wien
' Sl WITHIN
\ ), 2 ZD
X, AV TR
A\ Pg < St
/iy - £ [
HEH, IT'LL > [
BE SCENE-SHIFTIN', .
NO_DOUBT, MIGHT BRING
IN THE ODD SHILLING i ¥

WITHOUT 100 MUCH TOL ..,




Vi AUDIENCE WATCMED BREATHIESSLY AF
VANUS ALLOMED HIMSELF TO BE LOADED
WITH CHAINS ANO PIDLOCAS ...

1 INVITE ANYONE 10 COME UP AND TEST THESE
CHAINS BEFORE JANUS S6TARK 16 ROPED WITHIN
A SACK./BUT THAT I8 NOT ALL..OH.NO, INDEED ./

A Husw-reet on e
THEATIE. ST sram BEGAN
P RISE

THE

WMM
TANK. ANO THEN . . .

W REMARAABLE mw:rm '
WAS FREE YET AGAN

£ TENSION WRS WORAED SKILFULLY TO FEVER PITCH... ANO THEN,
COMALETELY HELPLESS, JANUS WAF HOISTED TO A TANK N WHICH WaTeR
WAS SLOWLY BENG JROUW » M BOK .’

HE'LL NEBVER SET

ang
(

‘ GARN' TRICKERY,
BOB... THAT'S WHAT IT
187115 A BIG AAAE,’

LOOK THERE, BOB! A MAN MAKING
A FORTUNE BY TRICKERY.” WHAT'S
JO STOP MEDOING THE SAME T

Larze, BAKSIHGE, AL
POUND BEGAN TO SHOW AN
UNUSUAL INTERESTIN JANS
STARK A/Vo MiE lc'f

5

WHY NOT? '8 ONLY A MATTER
B OF KNOWING THE SECRETS.
B STAND BY ME, LAD, HELP MB
BR\__FIND 'EM OUT, We

aee

AN BE R/CH/

”544'.. EAGILY INFLUENCED
1 HIE ELDER BROTHER,
poe POUND AGREED O THE
HIS PLAN v

YOU SLIP QUT LAST,
BOB... AND TELL AELL BLENT, BUT, W
DOORMAN I've UPPER

ALREADY GONE,
THEN, WHEN HE'S

EXAMINE BVERY
A INCH OF JANUS
N, STARK'S PROPS .,

SO - THE DETAILS OF
MYy NEXT ESCAPB
PERFORMANCE WORK
OUT MORE EAGILY THAN
1 THOUGHT./ I HAVE A
REAL CRO

WHAT WAS THAT 7
A NOISE FROM
DOWNSTAIRS / BUT...
THE THEATRE 19
\ SURELY EMPTY..! K

1 HEAR THE RINS OF

METAL, SOMEONE i$

TAMPERING WITH
MY PROPS..»




AND WHAT, IF 1 MAY
MAKE 80 BOLD, DO
YOu THINK?YW'RG

I MEANT NO HARM /.
1-I'M A DESPERATE
MAN, SIR/ I WANTED
TO LEARN YOUR

... YOUR

. THERE ARE NO
TRICKS, FELLOW. MY
SKILL LIES IN MY .
BODY. IN THE QUALITY
OF MY BONES, IT IS ~
SHALL WE 6AY, A G§°7...

WHAT ? NO TRICKERY ?
iT...YOU'D

1 GUARANTEE
You Won'rS

JUNUS ABSORBED THIE SHOCK OF CALES'S HEAVY BODY..SUCH WAS
THE QUALITY OF HIS PHYSIQUE. BUT JAMIS WAS CARELESS...

TOPPLED FORWARD,
UNCONSCIOUS, ..

AARGH! 50

YOURE ATMY ¥
MERCY, MR. CLEVER
JANUS STARK. I'LL
SHOW YOU HOW I

TREAT THOSE

WHO LAUGH AT,

SECRETS, STARK .’ SO
NOW YOU'LL DIE
WITH THEM.”

ThiE 79N SCRAPE OF 4 MATEH. v
THE SUDDEN ROAR OF FLAME..,

B cueome ) AN | WILL JANUS
siibe iion ) /') 8l | RECOVER IN
0l CAN: & | TIME 70 SAVE

, 1/ WM | HMSELF?
FIND OUT IN

, THE NEXT

(AT | e

.7:‘ e c” GE

bl o= | Fprsoves

i ’4;,‘,\ N

N A N




SRNORVINY  KEEP YOUR SECRETS THEN, B
HIEDIWMEMN JANUS STARK ./ TAKE THEM WITH
YOU To THE GRAVE / »

E
\: o

Convavczo miar
VANYS STARK'S
NCOEDIBLE
POWERS OF ESCAPE
WERE MERE
TRENERY, CALES
POUND T4ED 70
DISCOVER HIS
SECRETS. CAUGHT
TAMPERING MITH
THE PROPS
BACKSTAGE IN

Tz rosRING
FLAMES FED
HUNGRILY ON
PAINT AND ,
TNDER-DRY R
wooo. acerr

SMOKE FILLED Y . {

[&Z

-

o

WHAT..? BY 7///
THE POWERS/ THE , ;
THEATRE'S ABLAZE ! )/
7

VANUS STARK'S
NOSTRUS AS
HIS SENSES
EBBFD BACK...

THERE WAS NO WAY THROUGH
THE IR, JANUS COULD OMLY
RETREAT 70 THE STAGE ... ; “a

2

4 MY ONLY
2 J HOPE LIES
ABOVE ME. :

: / (t A RACE...AND ; g
MAY DEATH BE
J7. THE LOSER /
1 'f%‘ I
el l*.\ %] / , 2

A B A
77 ////7;/ )

./4 U7

2

Hor meraL seapsp His HANDS
A HE RALED UPHAROS ...

> &

CAT-LIKE, JANUS SPED ALONG
THE SCENERY SUPPOR;

A IF I CAN REACH
THE VENTILATOR, I
HAVE A CHANCE...
BUT IT’S NARROW.
PERHAPS TOO
NARROW EVEN
FOR A MAN OF
MY POWERS...

,f,

LA
‘\'b g »»\.@ —

S

o «wzzg\l
R

Z
Feveisy, He 7ore oF [P a0? P
THE MESH BUARDING THE [ -
E/GHIEEN-NCH SHAFT... P 2 xY
5 + R 7z 3 (I Al
7 74 =N
N




e " 5 .

Gasews wirw ABONY, JANUS FORLED HIS WAY INTO THE CRIPPLING TUBE, i.IA/ALLV, ANOTHER GRILLE YIELDED %{ ¥ AN OFFICE! MAY THE

’ POWERS GRANT THAT

THE WINDOW LEADS
TO FREEDOM )/

BONEE AND MUSCLES COMPRESSED 70 THEWR LIMIT... 7O HIS DESPERATE KILKS...

AAGH! HoT
AIR... MAKING
ITLIKE A

FURNACE../

MEANWHILE, AT THE FOONT OF THE THEATRE, A GREAT
CROWD HAD GATHERED 7O WATCH THE EFFORTS OF
. 2
THE FIRE BRIGADE. . . i /’ / A MERRY BLAZE, YOUNG

‘UN. MAKES A FELLER
FEEL PROUD OF
HIS WORK ./

YEAH. TO ROAST

JANUS STARK. BUT
YOU WON'T SHOP
ME, BOB...NOT ME.
NOT YOUR GOOD
OLD BROTHER
CALEB...

YOU STUPID FOOL/ SUDDENLY, A LIFETIME OF COVERING
Y?Xévgmeso%‘ Eoc} FOR THE 815, CHILD - LIKE CALES WA.

PUT YOU ON THE ROAD
T0 THE GALLOWS, CALEB...
UNLESS YOU MOVE FAST/

IV THE THEATRE, THE BLAZE HAD STARK'S GONE,BOB!| | They couon'r Leave, anyiay, BEMND
BURNED GREAT, OPEN HOLLOWS LET'S GET OUT OF THEM, THE UPPER BEAMS FELL WITH A
N ITSELF. WHERE CALES MAD LEFT [ ITS TLL NEVER FINAL , SPARK-SPRAYING CRASH...

GIVE YOU N
Q Y - I ) 5 S YAAGH ! WERE
A i ] cur

TROUBLE AGAIN...

SAVE
YOUR BREATH,

o CALEB. WE'RE
INSIDE! THERE'S A ﬁﬁ}"LLEﬁ\ény?
MAN ALIVE IN THERE,
HEAVEN HELP HIM ./ FOUND HIM ./




THE BRUTE STRENGTH

THEN, FROM FAR ABOVE, The oRrE TTREN

A SHARP, STACCATO

CE SCUNDED ABOVE YOU DOWN MUSCLES HAULED THE
;012 é;l’ffgklf OF = THERE ./ HOlf /gz'/;/ ‘C/‘j%? ;_Vfig:\/f
SUMDERING TIMEERS... N HARD - I'VE

“ g COIL OF ROPE COULD HAVE

HERE T0 HAUL

% MANAGED THE FEAT...
JANUS STARK! :

7P HES ALIVES

you! THE ONE

WHO STARTED

THIS/ BUT AT LEAST
YOU WERE MAN

f ENOUGH TO REPENT

) AND COME BACK

1-1 WAS
NOT MAN ENOUGH,
JANUS STARK. MY
BROTHER MADE ME.,

THE BROTHERS SLID DOWN THE
ROFPE THROUGH FLAMES ALREADY
CRUMBLING THE VERY BRICAWORK
OF THE BUILOING ... AND THE ROFPE
ABOVE THEM SMOULDERED IN A
DOZEN PLACES.

G DENGT S

N
5.7 SO PERISHES
MY EASY WAY
¥ DowN. BUT 1 SEE
B ONE HOPE...AND
B¢ EVEN FAILURE WOULD
> MAKE A FITTING
DRAMATIC END FOR
JANUS STARK/ A

THEN YOU ARE MAN ENOUGH

TO ADM/7 T/ COME-MAKE

YOUR ESCAPE /1 SHAN'T BE
FAR BEHIND YOU...

EveRy MUSCLE INJANUS STARK'S BODY
CONVRACTED LIKE RUBBER...HIS FEET HIT
THE SHEET AND THE WHOLE SHOCK WAS
CONTANED WITHIN HIS AMAZING FIRAME . . .

Ir was rorry Feer
70 THE GROUND...
AND THE SHEET

STRETCHED TAUT
BETWEEN THE
FIREMEN.”

¥

BUT
THERE'S A POOR
AUDIENCE
BELOW...

I-1 MISJUDGED YOU, MR. STARK. I'M GOING TO
CONFESS TO THE FIRE 1 STARTED, AND WHEN
B\ 1'VE SERVED MY SENTENCE, I'LL TRY TO BE
5’] AS GREAT A MAN AS yOU...
s :

LIGHTLY, AS THOUGH THIS WERE SOME PART OF A PRACTISED ROUTINE,
JANYS SOMERSAULTED 7O THE GROUND.”

MR, STARK.
YOU'RE ALL
RIGHT 2

Y04 CAN
READ THE
START OF
ANOTHER

W L[ %4

STARK
APHENTIRE

NEXT

LADY LUCK

HAS A HABIT OF
SMILING ON ME. WHAT’S
MORE, SUCH ACROBATICS
COULD BE PROFITABLY
MERGED INTO MY ACT...

WELL SAID. I SHALL BE \:
WAITING TO CONGRATULATE YOU. :
A MAN MAY ESCAPE FROM MANY

THINGS... BUT SELDOM FROM MIMSELF.|




P

= THE INCREDIBLE ADVEN

A

=

A
x‘V\\\\\

£
£

7 r‘m// \

THANK THE STARS. B Tivo Days seroce, Jans
LAMALMOST AT \Bg BB 114D ceceneD 4 LE775@

B8 oSSR WA <o 15 ocoisTAnOMOST |
A ek Fog Lay uas eeNALong SIS (B |
OVER THE DOCKLAND ' 3 0 NWEARY Journey. JIORY B 7RUSTED FRIEND, BLIND LARGO.
OF VICTORIAN : N i o

LONDON, ANO IV

s tes, e e

DECAYING HOUSES, # DESPERATELY ILL

ONLY ONE PERSON {  INLONDON. HE

MOVIED THROUGH WANTS ME 70

;/,_/5 Dﬁlﬁzzg’ b GO TO HIM~
EETS, s

WAS JANUS STARK, .. MMEDIATELY

FAMOUS ESCAPIST,

MASTER

K LUSIOMST, AND -

SOME SA/D~ A

MAN WHOSE POWERS

BORDERED ON
THE UNCANNY

Yeaes Laree, vanus Hap
BECOME FAMOUS AS AN
ESCAPIST, AND THEIR WAYS
] HAD PARTED, BUT NOW.

NN

JANYS TRAVELLED SOUTH ATONCE,
REMEMBLLING HOW LARGO HAD
TAUGHT Hitl ALL THE SECRETS OF

THIS 1S THE
HOUSE, ALL RIGHT.
LARGO'S LETTER SAID
HE WAS LYINS SICK
IN THE ROOMS

OF A FRIEND...

THAT'S 1T,

ME LAD., STROKE
THE DIAL ! LISTEN
AN' FEEL FOR THE

CLICK O’ THEM

TUMBLERS ...

CASUALLY, STARK PUSHED OPEN . = b 1 > HAL _ SO You FELL FOR
THE DOOR. AND SUDDENLY. . o 4 = g . - IT,EH,LADZ I J
q WAS HOPIN' YOU'D /]
SMELL A RAT
AN’ STEER
CLEAR!

MEAN THE

LETTER WAS 2

A TRICK, LARGO 7
YOU'RE NOT
LLATALL?




FAR FROM IT./ THAT
BLACK-HEARTED ROGUE
ROLF BURTON FORCED
ME T0 SIGN THE a8
WORDS THAT

CORRECT, STARK./
BUT HE WILL NOT
BE IMPRISONED

BREAK IN AND
FREE HIM 7

BURTON. IS HIS
FATHER SIR GILES BURTON,
RECENTLY IMPRISONED IN
THE TOWER OF LONDON
FOR PLOTTING TREASON’

MUCH LONGER, BECAUSE }

NOT I, SIR. W

YOUR FATHER
DESERVES 10
LANGUISH IN JAIL

NO MAN EXCEPT
YOU, STARK ! SUCCEED,
AND YOU BOTH GO
FREE. FAIL... AND
N\ LARGO DIES.”

1 SEE I HAVE NO | Y
¥ CHOICE, YOU FIEND .
JUST GIVE ME TWENTY-
FOUR HOURS TO
LAY MY PLANS..,

Y
COULD FREE .
HIM FROM THE
TOWER ¢ A&

R/

¥

80 17 WAS, THAT NEXT MISHT, JANUS STARK

HEAVED HIMSELE FROM THE MURKY WATERS
OF THIE THAMES ..o AND FACED ALONE, THE
GoM, FORBIDDING BASTION THAT WAS
THE TOWER OF LONDON.”

GATE/ ONCE THROUGH IT,
1 SHALL BE DIRECTLY

IN THE BLOODY TOWER

a7

NG 7 i
quwmgllﬂllﬂ e ?
L

U i,

YONDER LIES THE TRAITOR'S

OPPOSITE BURTON'S CELL

LIKE QUALITY OF HIS
BONES.. AND NOW HE
YSED THAT GIFT

SECONDS LATER, HE WAS
MOVING LIKE 4 SHADOW
ACLOSS THE COURTVARD.

SLIT. SIR GILES HAS ?
NOT YET SETTLED )
DOWN FOR THE NIGHT... BN

SwiETLY, JANUS TOOK FROM HIS BELT ¥
A LONB,' EXTENDING METAL POLE., .

ANCHOR IT TO THIS
PLATE, AND I'LL BE
READY. I STILL HAVE

THE GUARDS PATROL
THIS AREA...

N=xT MOMENT, THE INCREDIBLE
MUSCLES OF THE FSCAFIST
WERE DRAGEING HIM INCH
BY INCH UP THAT SLENDER,
EWAYING ROD 7

s
"’:\x:‘l ﬁ{ Y

Quickey, JANUS BRABBED THE
APERTURE AND D/SCONNECTED
HIS POLE, THEN HE WAS SLIDING
THIE BLOODY TOWER [TSELFS

B-8Y THE
POWERS, WHAT-? g
WHO ARE A




THe £0LO, BLACK =

EVES OF 1R GILES W 4 ) Loy LITTLE, SIR GILES, FINCERS WERE PROBING: THIROUSH THE LOCK ON THE CELL DOOR...

BURTON STARED W [T LA BT L7} | surrice mTo T
OISBELIEF. . . oo SAY THAT 1 HAVE THE KEYS HANG FROM A Bl
| BEEN SENT BY. NAIL ON THE WALL. KNOCK
B YOUR SON ROLF THEM OFF AND I CAN CATCH
TO RELEASE THEM WITH My OTHER HAND
you ! STUCK UNDER THE GAP

\ N.THE DOOR

'PON MY }
WORD, THIS I8
GREAT NEWS INDEED/
1 ANEW ROLF WOULD
NOT ALLOW ME T0

ROT IN THiS /
ACCURSED DUNGEON.

NAMES MATTER BUr vaNUS WASN'T ZVEN LISTENIMS. ALREADS. TWO LONG, SENSITIVE /‘& %/7/
N\
{
3

’// ’ Wy )

'/

Desperanon Levome
THEM BPEED, THE TWO
MEN DASHED INTO THE
MAN HALL . .

THE KEYS FELL .o AND IT WAS A MOMENT'S'
HORK 70 UMLOCK THE DOOR. BUT THEN,
A& THEY MADE THE/IR CETAWAY

70 THE MAN COURTVARD ..«

ZOUNDS...LOOK
THERE ./ IT'S SIR
. GILES - HE ESCAPES,

!’, i

R .f\"'l'u
b
‘ ’“iﬂ'&ﬂﬁillt i
YEOMAN *

WARDERS -WE'VE

L4

SIR GILES ~
A AURRY.

e

THAT CHEST! IT'S BIG ENOUGH
TO CONCEAL ME, AT LEAST ./

<7 OUR ONLY CHANCE IS TO
HIDE, THEN SLIP OUT UNSEEN
WSHEN THEY START TO

\—/// ? P 2
T/ N “\‘.':
R Lt

y
2 I

As 510 GUES CLAMBERED W, Bur v wrs Hasre
VANUS LOOKED AROUND 70 SQUEEZE HIS
RUBBER-LIKE BODY

- FRANTICALLY 4 v o
b THROUGH THE ARA -
HOLE, JANYS MADE
A FATAL MISTAKE ...

THE ARMOUR...
175 TOPPLING OFF B
175 STAND ./

THEY'LL
BE HERE ANY
SECOND, THAT sUIT
OF ARMOUR 8
MY ONLY HOPE...

314 OVER THERE, IR : )
\ '/ HE-MAY BE ARMED... § R % M
BY THUNDER . ) AND THERE'S ONLY

’

Y
t

=
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Y

.

N/

0
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’
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RS RS . NS ANG THATS 87 GFTTNG 222
% Nﬁ! s \ KM, BEFORE HE 1Al

CAN
JANUS STARK
WRIGCGLE
WIS WAY OUT
OF THIS
TIGHT
SITUATION 2

FIND
ourIN
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Wirs 115 OLO
FRIEND BLIND LARSO
HELD A5 A HOSTAGE,
MASTER ESCAPIST

NOBLEMAN CALLED
ROLF BURTON 70
BREAK INTO THE
TOWER OF LONDON
AND RESCUE /R
OILES BURTON, HIS
FATHER, WHO HAD
BEEN IMPRISONED
FOR TREAGON., ALL
WENT WELL UNTIL
ANUS AND SR GILES
WERE SPOTTED CROSSING
THE MAIN COURTYARO
AND CHASED INTO
AN ARMOURY. AND
WHEN JANUS TRIED
70 HIDE WA SUT
OF ARMOUR, IT
TOPPLED OVER...

THERE, BY THUNDER !
SOMEQNE'S INSIDE
THE SUITS

_ THE INCREDIBLE ADVENTURES OF

THEN STAND

Fid BACK. I KNOW

JYST HOW TO

His evsase-Like Booy
SQUASHED INSIDE THE ARMOUR,
JANUS GASPED IN DISMAY. ..

MY OATH, HE'S GRABBED
A BALL-AND-CHAIN,’I MUST
TRY AND WRIGGLE OUT

THROUGH ONE OF THE LEGS [

EveRy MUSCLE STRAINIVG,

STARK SQUEEZED HIMSELF
DONNWARDS. . JUST AS THE
YEOMAN WARDER STRUCK.

\

EFFORT. AND ... .

INCRED/BLE ESCAPIST

% Mo resrive, THE
MADE ONE LAST

N\ \\Jk;,/%// "
.NG/! : CK_ g

Y SRS
) i R :
S-SAMUEL, DOWN
THERE /LOOK, .. 1

DON'T BELIEVE IT .}

YOU CAN BELIEVE -
THIS, GENTLEMEN /

NO? THEN PERHAPS I

—‘. ‘/,/‘ ’ / )) '

UL

As THE WARDERS SIUMPED, JANUS RACED R0 THE
CHEST WHERE SIR GILES HAD TAREN REFUGE ...

HEH , HEH
WELL 'DONE,
STARK ./ THEY
DESERVED
EVERYTHING
THEY GOT.

MIND YOUR TONGUE,
SIR/ I'M DOING
THIS ONLY BECAUSE
LARGO'S LIFE |5 AT
STAKE . NOW FOLLOW ME!




Dowmv 70 me ouree watt wey
BACED. BUT. SUCDEMY.

=

e

- g
MORE GUARDS / Z
) WE'RE TRAPPED! /=

THEY'RE
ALMOST AT
THE TOP/ FETCH
RIFLEG- SHOOT,
THEM DOWN ¢

Arcms curtive BOUND THE WooD,
JANYS SWARMED UPWARDS.,«

THE CROSSBAR/

BUr EvEw AS 4 FUSILLADE OF SHOTS RANG OUY, STARK
WRISGLED SNAKE-LIKE ALONG THE CROSS-FIELE..

NEXT MOMENT, BOTH MEN WERE DROPPING 0

== _ ENOUGH! 1 HAVE DONE
S| WHAT 1 SAID 1 WOULD,
R 60 RELEASE LARGO

Anseny, vavus
STEPPED FORWARD...

Pk A S —

e

—

. AND ME...NOW,/

SIMPLETON!
MY FATHER AND
1 INTEND TO VANISH
COMPLETELY., . WHICH
MEANS THAT ALL
WITNESSES MUST

BE DISPOSED OF...

CORRECT,

M'LAD/ W

ARE LEAVING
THE PORT OF
LONDON BOUND
FOR FRANCE J/

FREEDOM ON THE BANKS OF THE THAMES .00

DONE IT,
BY THUNDER/ '
WE'VE ESCAPED/

YES... AND ONCE
I HAVE TAKEN YOU
70 YOUR SON'S
HOUSE, MY PART OF

KEPT,, COME ., THERE
% NO TIME TO LOSE /

AN tove tarer, B rarwer! my 0aTH, T8
W eoLF sueToN® B GooD TO SEE YOU, I
DOCKLAND HIE-OU. (2, KNEW STARK. COULD

E//’ o
o

YES, THE IMPOSSIBLE
HAS BEEN PERFORMED,
ROLF/ THE RUBBER- BONED
FREAK FOOLED EVERY YEOMAN
WARDER IN THE TOWER!HEH, HEH !

YOU AND LARGO,
HOWEVER, WILL BE
TOSSED OVERBOARD

THIRTY SECONDS
». FROM NOW ./

< YES...TO

MEET YOUR END
IN AN UNFORTUNATE
“ACCIDENT" AS TWO
STRAY BEGGARS WHO
FELL BENEATH THE
WHIRLING PADDLE-BLADES OF

THAT APPROACHING STEAMER/A]




Hoke/Fen, JaNys AND LARGoD FeLT THEMSELVES et YAl KL= | TouprEp IN THE CHURNING WATER BETWEEN THE THD VESSELS,
o " - JANYS GRABBED FRANTICALLY AT IS BLIND COMPAN/ON.. .

/// TREAD WATER AND
(H -~ STAY WHERE YOU
ll ARE, LARGO / THERE
1 18 JUST ONE
CHANCE...

\ /, & »
o, e
LATE! M i,
EAR THEM BLADES- jg = =y o o
COMIN' CLOSER.... = o
CLOSER ./ S

Ir was 7en a7 Janus MADE s As 7 piopLe AMMED =
LAST, DESPERATE MOVE, BOLY COMPLETELY, ROLF'S BOAT (4B
STRETEHING, HE NEAVED MHIMSELS W SWUNG VIOLENTLY ROUND...| =
AND OLT OF THE GISANTAC PADDLES ... : -

&L BRI\ T
A RREBT R
J’M‘%ﬁ' e

? .
4 “"wl g Y

HARDA'
STARBOARD!
HARDA'

B WELL DONE, JANUS,
] LAD/ BLIND 1 MAY
BE..BUT THE CRACK
O' VILLAINOUS
SKULLS I8 A
SOUND I'D KNow
ANYWHERE /

MY STARS,
1= YAAGH.,

( 6IR GILES...
HERE THEY

MINYTES LATER, JANUS AND LARGO HAD B BOUND AND HELPLESS!
DRAGGED THEIR DAZED PRISONERS Of [ ALL THAT REMAINS
TO A DESERTED WHARF., . NOW, LAD, IS 1O TELL
2 ——>3 THE CRUSHERS WHERE
TO PICK 'EM UP.
THIS EVIL
NIGHT'S WORK

\voues i s voun v towes | | THERE WILL
b Ay S5 i | BE ANOTHER
THRILLING
ADVENTURE
= BN - | | FEATURING
e el J_H | THE PRINCE
=3[ | oF ESCAPERS

IN NEXT
WEEK'S COPY
OF 'SMASH!

b3
OLD FRIEND..
OVER / NOW 1
MUST BID
YOU FAREWELL...




EXTRAORDINALY AND
MASTER-/LLUSIONIST
OF THE VICTORAN
ERA, AND (7 WAS AS
WELL HE DID 5O, FOR

[ areesr |

A FANTASTIC

PERFORMANCE / THE
AUDIENCE GAVE HIM

TEN CURTAIN-CALLS ... |8

AND THEY'RE STZL
CLAMOURING FOR
HimM ./

Bur 1mEeE WERE GlM-FACED

MEN IN UMFORM AMOMG THIE

CROWD OUTSIDE THE STAGE DOOR..
i

WE WANT JANUS

STARK AS WELL ...

EH, MEN ?

AYE,
INSPECTOR...
UNDER LOCK
AND KEY S

)
THERE HE Is]
HOORAH !

IN EVERY TOWN YOU'VE

VISITED ON YOUR RECENT

TOUR, STARK, A DARIMS
ROBBERY HAS BEEN

Janus sTaRK BRACED
THE MUSCLES IN HIs
EXTRADROINARY 8OO,

COMMITTED ./ ONLY A MAN
WITH YOUR A4NZASTIC
L3 TALENTS COULD HAVE
7B CARRIED OUT |
2 THOSE CRIMES.,

YOU WISH FOR AN

me 4
By HAW, HAW.
Yl WY/ LET'S SEE YOU

/gL DO YoUR AcT

NOW, MAESTRO ! |

N THE PAVEMENT. . .

A car-Like 1E4P careirD THE
ESCAPOLOGIST 70 A GRATING

ENCORE, MY FRIENDS?,

THEN 1oo l

HE'S SQUEEZING THROUGH THE
BARS OF THAT GRATING./




A CIRCUS! WHY, YES., JULES
SPENGLER- EMPLOYS A WHOLE
RING-FULL OF ODD TALENTS ,’
PERHAPS [T IS TIME 1 DID MY
ACT IN THE 8/6 70P,”

THE MAN I'M A-
THINKING OF HIRES
OTHER MENS
TALENTS, MY SON!
SEE THAT POSTER
ON THE WALL...

= ‘__m ., 7; )

A syoer mme LATER, N THE COBWEB OF
VICTORIAN ALLEYWAYS, A BLINDG MAN WAS
STANOIMG ON A CORNER. ..

LARGO HAD BEEN STARK'S EARLIEST
» —— PROTECTOR AND TUTOR...

= -/ AYE, MY SON/ OLD
LARGO KNOWS ABOUT
THOSE ROBBERIES IN
EACH OF THE TOWNS
YOU VISITED ON YOUR
TOUR.., AND HE KNOWS
WHO ELSE WAS A-
TOURING IN THE SAAE
. TOWNS, AT THE
SAME TIME...

SOMEONE
ELSE ? BUT
ACCORDING TO
FROME, HE MUST
HAVE TALENTS
AS FANTASTIC AS
MINE TO HAVE
CARRIED .OUT ’
THOSE CRIMES ,

YOUR EARS
ARE SHARPER THAN
MOST MEN'S EYES,
LARGO ./CAN YOU
ALSO TELL THAT I
AM IN TROUBLE 2

Soow AFTERWARDS, JANUS STARK SURE I'VE HEARD OF You, Sraex FoLLowED THE crRcUs |3 I'VE GOT A LOAD OF TALENT
ENTERED THE CIREYS GROUNDS oue STARK...BUT I DOUBT IF OWNER INTO HIE CARAVAN .- . IN MY CIRCUS, STARK. MY
YOU'RE AS GOOD AS ARTISTES BRING ME IN A

i et L= D
AT

__THEY SAY. iy PRETTY PENNY...
; i
i s
il 8

. w&\x\hﬂl ,

1N

. ; \‘W“\ \

AES vV \

e
e ’
LET US TAL H ll!'i] L=, 4/’/

OVER IN YOUR CARAVAN, B L -~
SPENGLER/ 1 BELIEVE YOU WOULD , =2 KNI il | 1M suRE
FIND MY TALENTS INVALUABLE , 4 i | THEY DoO...

A momenr BUT I THINK STRIKE A LIGHT/MY WALLET..| | T fOLLOWING MIGHT, THE MASTER - .
LATER. .. 1 COULD GIVE WATCH... EVEN MY CUFF- ESCAPOLOGIST MADE HIS FIRST
THEM A HAND, LINKS... HE

S DIPPED THE APPEARANCE IN THE B/ 7OP...

DON'T YOU? LOT WITHOUT ME FEELING A s
THING / STARK— YOU'RE - '/ / LADIES AND GENTLEMEN-THE ~ T
HIRED, . AMAZING JANYS STARA WILL — | ¢!
NOW ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE, >

Q

FROM A BARREL

’ TIED HAND AND FOOT,
;l SUSPENDED IN /___}

! N\ N\_MID-AIR. 7
ol <
IIII %‘ . A -
t‘ w 3 A \\_:, ‘o
Tl 2' y - C Z r 1
¢ 3 ¥
? ~ '5 [ \ .
§ ¢ 4 \
0 VN
A
Ll . “ ' 1 l .‘” (0]
HE's 60T, L—=r_. B — : - e,
A HOPE! [ 5t = 4 A= -
NOTHING WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR JANUS STARK/ LOOK. HIS ARM'S A5 STARK EMERGED FROM THE / /]

{ SNAKING OUT OF, E) | 54@EL, HE HEARD THE WHISPER
NTHE BUNGHOLE ./ {¥ | HE HAD BEEN WAITING FOR...

EARN YOURSELF
: ® | SOME R£4L MONEY,
HE'S CRACKING W o : | staRK RepoRT
ONE OF THE N N L Pk
STAVES WITH,
HIS FINGERS./,

7, ) T
ik 9B | F you want 10

A

vl
4 = 3 r
& /7 HE's DONE IT! "Nl
| HE'S FREE! s
Pl

v Wy




Tiie crocus OWNER AND HIS TROUPE

L ATER, OUTSIDE JULES SPENGLER'S CARAVAN...

TONIGHT WE SHALL VISIT

SALLIED OUT INTO SLEEPING LONDON .«

THE OFFICES OF ONE
SIMOR KEMPSKI, D/AMOND
MERCHANT IT'S LOCATED
ON THE TOP FLOOR OF AN
ISGLATED WAREHOUSE ...
AND REPUTED TO BE
BURGLAR- PROOF,!

THERE 15 THE DIAMOND

MERCHANT'S WAREHOUSE,
STARK...ISOLATED.. PATROLLED
BY POLICEMEN ./ YOU WONDER
HOW WE ARE TO GAIN AN
ENTRY, EH ? WATEH ..~

HMM [/

THESE CIRCYS q
SIARS OF SPENGLER'S
ARE NO ORDINARY
P BURGLARS.LARGO'S
y HUNCH WAS RIGHT./

vamos/

VY cARLOS 19
Y’ THE DEA
KNIFE-THROWER
IN THE WORLD. HE
JUST SUBSTITUTES
A GR.

PAPNEL FOR
A KNIFE ..«

Anp Wy 7= pOPELADDERS / WE MAY HAVE NEED
: 2 OF YOUR TALENTG,

. STARK, BEFORE THE

SO0N A5 THE AND NOW, THE FABULOUS
LINE WAS SECURE, LOS, 7/iGHT-ROPE
MORE OF SPENSL.

TROUPE WENT INTD CARRY OUT JHE/R PART
ACTION ./ OF THE OPERATION,”,

YOUR HENCHMEN CERTAINLY
ARE TALENTED, SPENGLER /
NO WONDER THE POLICE
ARE BAFFLED,”

NIGHT IS ouT./

HAD BEEN MADE FAST
BETWEEN THE TWO BULDINGS.

HAVE NO FEAR,
RINGMASTER .. MY
ACT WILL LEAVE
YOU SPEECHLESS! [

INsioE THE WAREHOUSE. ..

WEe HAVE LOCATED
KEMPSKI’'S OFFICE,

Wiz rwo smmwpzes, e sars mao |
SULCUMBED 70 THE MAESTRO'S GENIUS,

PATRON .. BUT THE SAFE | '
INSIDE IT LOOKS
IMPREGNABLE,

\
~
[
!
=

- “hll

&

Y A
m.“$ B

L

AHA! BUT
NO LOCK CAN
DEFY THE CUNNING
FINGERS OF OUR
NEWEST RECRUIT.”
FORWARD, JANUS STARK!

UNUS STARK CONTINUED 70 PLAY HIS
DANGEROUS DOUVBLE-GAME. ..

. SILENCE, YOU
FOOLS.! WE DO NOT
WISH THE POLICE TO
ATTEND THIS SPECIAL
PERFORMANCE OF OURS J/

SEIZE THE

PASS THE VILLAINS, MEN/

DIAMONDS TO
ME, STARK,”

WHEN HE HAS
TAKEN THEM BACK TO
THE CIRCUS...1 WILL
SPRING MY TRAP, AND
LET THE POLICE FIND
THEM IN HIS GREEDY HANDS!

CAUGHT IN
THE ACT?
POES THIS
MEAN THAT
JANYS 5 TARK
WILL BF
BRANOEDA
CRIMINAL 2
READ ON
NEXT WEEK?




AH,NO!
THE SAFE

IMUS STARK,
Sars smgr DOOR/I'LL BE

ESCAPOLOGIST
EXTRAORDINARY OF
THE VICTOLUN ERA,
HAD BEEN ACCYSED
BY INSPECTOR FROME
OF SCOTLAND yARD
OF COMM/ITTING
SEVERAL ROBBERIES
WHILE ON A THEATRE
TOUR, IW AN EFFORT
7D CLEAR HIS NAME,
VANUS JOINED THE

PLERFORMERS RUN
BY SUESG SPEMGLER,
ANO HELPED THEM

HE BROKEN WO
THE SAFE, THAN THE
POLICE ARRIVED. ..
AND W THE
COMFUSTON, WA
WAS PUSHED INSIDE
THIE SAFEL

17 SEEMED THAT JANUS STARK,
ALONE, WOLRD FALL INTO THE
CLUTCAHES OF THE POLICE ., .

) TO THE RO
¥ ALL OF YoU.! WE'LL
CUT THE ROPE LADDERS
WE USED, SO THE
PEELERS CAN'T FOLLOW Us/

DIBL

e

UL ES SPENGLED DARTED FOR THE DOOR,
A5 THE POLICEMEN STO0D ROOTED
TO THE FLOOR N AMAZEMENT. . .

HAVE NO FEAR, AMIGOS]|
=NOT A GEM SHALL
ESCAPE THE FLYING

CRIPES!
THE FELLER
MUST BE A
JUVGGLER,

THE DIAMONDS
ARE FALLING
FROM THE BAG.

STILL INSIDE THE SAFE,

ONE OF THE VILLAINS IS Bur wewos 7

SARGE - I'LL_FASTEN THE
DOOR ON HIM //

THE- POLICE MUST
NOT CAPTURE ME NOW...
THEY WILL NEVER PIN
THIS CRIME ON SPENGLER
UNLESS I HELP THEM/! BUT

HANDS OF THE
GREAT MANUEL J/

LOOK OUT!
THE BOSS 16
GETTING AWAY.

il

i

A SMALL WALL-SAFE HAD
BEEN BUKLT INTO 4 WALL
N THE ADJOINING LOOM,
AND JANUS STARK MADE
GOOD USE OF /7.,

e

e

OWwce rres, 7HE MASTER-
ESCAPOLOGIST MADE HIS WAY
BACK 7O THE LIRLUS ...

BLAB

LET THAT POOR FOOL STARK

TO THE PEELERS...I'LL

HIDE THE DIAMONDS WELL, AND
THEY'LL HAVE NO EVIDENCE
w10 BACK UP HIS STORY./

=\,

Iy 2y, N

" YOU UNDERESTIMATE
THE ELUS/VE TALENTS OF
JANUS STARK,MY FRIEND!

7. W
Al /7/”)'/'._

o




SAPRISTI. HE HAS < ! ST s © Foe once, Jawus sraex
| RETURNED /[T 1S y h 5 - T = | HAD BEEN 700 CLEVER, ..
| A MIRACLE / W ke ) & . = z AND THE CIRCYS OWNERS |
s v Y SUDDEN ACTION 700K HIM |
COMPLETELY BY SURPRISE,” |

THE POLICE MUST HAVE
RELEASED STARK FROM
THE SAFE... AND THEN
PERSUADED HIM TO
RETURN HERE AND FiND
QUT ALL OUR PLANS
BEFORE THEY
ARREST Us,/

HAVE ESCAPED &£ = . & M...BUT 1 cAN
FROM THAT | { THINK OF A MORE
| tooken sare. | LIKELY EXPLANATION .

WE HAVE A Bur Now THE PRINCE OF E5CAPERS
SIMPLE WAY SUMMONED A POWERFUL NEW
WITH INFORMERS, WEAPON 7O HiS DEFENCE... HIS
STARK,,, AND A WEIRD MHYPNOTIC GAZE /

SURE ONE... -

Lockeo wsror e
CAGE WITH STARK
WS 4 HUNGER-
MADDENED LION...

‘.. N
| T

DEATH!

HIS EYES
BLAZE — AND

SANUE STARK CLIMBED O THE TRAPEZE IN

\ STARK SGUEEZED HIS STRANGELY-ELASTIC BODY
7ROU. THE ROOF OF THIE DESERTED 85 TOP.« .

IGH THE BARS OF THE CAGE...

DON'T STAND
THERE WITH

§1, PATRON...
OPEN MOUTHS, HE WILL NOT

YoU FOOLS... ESCAPE THE
ANMIVES OF
CARLOS.

UUHS NOW

1 SHALL NEED
1041;21 »’\:3'"“
QUICKLY.
POWERS... 70 BEFORE HE :
SURYIVE SOARS OUT OF IT16 A LONG

OUR REACH / THROW , PATRON.,

cee BUT CARLOS . THE KMIFE FLASHED THROUGH THE
NEVER MISSES.! ‘ ; AR, SEVERING THE ROPE WHICH &
- — . SUPPORTED THE TRAPEZE... o
. - } N, AN o

<

<
{ Continuep overiear... | L

5




UUH ... THE e STeUGELING 1Y VAN, JAMUS

NETTING HAS HAs DRARGED OUTE/OF o =
BROKEN y\Y THE 815 70P, AND.. . : %
it g NOW TO ARRANGE A LITTLE "RUSHING /z—:f’f
FATE THE VILLAING P

ACC/OENT.” NAIL HIM INTO
THE CRATE... AND B8RING

PLAN FOR ME /
UP THIE ELEPHANT.!

BUT YOUR
FATE IS SEALED,
MEDDLER/ S£/25
i N,

g

I MUST FIND A
WEAKNESS IN THE
CRATE - BUT
THERE IS SO

LITTLE ROOM
TO MOVE...”

Nevee HAD JaNys
STARK FACED SO
DEADLY 4 PERL ...

CURSE IT) —
THE POLICE HAVE \ =S
BEEN WATCHING Us/! | =gl

INsPECTOR FROME CHECKED, WHITE-
FACED, AS THE ELEPHANTS
ENORMOLS WEIGHT SMASHED

DOWN ON THE FLIMSY CRATE. .. THE CUNNING DEVIL I5 Nex7 somenr... |
OH,NO! WE WERE T00 IGHT.” THAT REPORT BUT JANUS STARK
LATE 10 SAVE FROM THE DIAMOND B NOT gEAD,
JANUS STARK, WAREHOUSE BROUGHT US | | |ySPECTOR FROME!
INSPECTOR / HERE, BUT WITH JANUS HE LIVES - 70 782

STARK DEAD I HAVE NO
REAL EVIDENCE TO PIN
EVEN A CHARGE OF
ROBBERY ON
SPENGLER...

THE TALE S

HAW! AND

YOU'LL HAVE A 2 ’ ——
HARD JOB PINNING = )
THAT ACC/DENTAL I-I DON'T
DEATH ON ME ./ 8ELIEVE T-/
WsiDE THE crecus- PR WE ; A5 SPENGLER AND HIS HENCHMEN WERE LED AWAY, INSPECTOR
OHNER'S EARAVAN. -« -~ 1 FROME MADE AMENDS TO THE MAN HE HALD WRONGLY ACCUSED...
= — ¥ NEXT TIME I COME TO THE STAGE DOOR,
MAESTRO, IT WON'T BE AS A POLICEMAN... YOU CAN
BUT A5 AN ARDENT ADMIGER OF THiE READ
N NCREDIBLE JANUS STARK..
N\@n ANOTHER
7 bl L S ~n/M TALEOFTHE
. | ‘ , o8 ) @ INCREDIBLE
8 JUST BEFORE s Tl
TGRS Mt ([l e | NEXT TIME:
| STACK OF EMBYY Boxss ' ¥ ! NEXT TIME:
| BEXONDanp HerE 16 7 \ER AR 1/
| EvioEncE Yoo NEED iNspEcToR L

o THIE HIDDEN FLUNDER
| OF SULES SPENGLER.” >




— — b

FROM THE 'T’R?E’ASUJ“RY

MORE THRILLING TALES

ALIENS FROM A FAR FLUNG |8
PLANET TAKE OVER BRITAIN |

WATCH OUT! THE SKIES ARE
RULED BY THE GREAT BEAST

BLACK MAKX!

Frank Pepper ¢ Eric Bradbury ¢ Alfonso Font

THE FELINE AVENGER WHO
PREYS ON CRIME

FROM LIME ST.!

Tom Tully » Mike Western ¢ Eric Bradbury

ALL THESE AND MANY MORE
ARE AVAILABLE NOW!

>== TREASURYOFBRITISHCOMICS.COM ~Zeg>S§
>~ ONLINE BOOK EMPORIUM i ||

_o‘J_/




TOM TULLY

—

Tom Tully is one the most prolific writers ever to grace British comics. His diverse portfolio of work was produced over forty

decades. Born in Glasgow, Tully entered the industry in the sixties when he began working for Fleetway. One of his earliest

strips, Heros the Spartan, ran in the original Eagle and was illustrated by the great Frank Bellamy. He also wrote Mytek the

Mighty (Valiant & Vulcan) and The Steel Claw (Valiant & Vulean) in the same decade. The seventies saw Tully work on a variety

of significant stories including Adam Eterno (Thunder), Johnny Red (Battle), Harlem Heroes (2000 AD), The Leopard from L/me
Street (Buster) and Roy of the Rovers (Tiger), the strip he worked on longer than any other writer.

FRANCISCO SOLANO LOPEZ

_J_I_l

Francisco Solano Lopez hailed from Argentina, but created many memorable and popular British comic book strips such as

Kelly's Eye (Knockout), Janus Stark (Smash!), Nipper (Score ‘n’ Roar), Pete’s Pocket Army (Buster) and Master of the Marsh

(Smash!). He contributed art to Adam Eterno (Thunder) and many Picture Library stories for Fleetway (including a Battler Britton

story for Thriller Picture Library). In Argentina he was known for Ernie Pike (with Hugo Pratt and José Mufioz), and most famously
The Eternaut (written by Héctor German Oesterheld). He died in 2011.
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