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If the number 13 scares you, then you’re certainly not alone. Millions of people worldwide, 
including prolific horror writer Stephen King, have a fear of the number 13.

However, I viewed the number 13 as an incredibly lucky break for the New Eagle title I had been 
proud to be editor of since early 1980. After an extremely powerful launch and a successful and 
heady first couple of years of life, Eagle’s recent circulation figures had been, unfortunately, on 
a downward slope when I was suddenly informed the Scream! title was to merge with Eagle 
in April 1984. Max, the malevolent yet sentient computer from the Thirteenth Floor story, would 
be reprogrammed to appear in my publication and continue to punish and torture those he 
thought deserving of such treatment consigning them to their worst nightmares.

Scream!, this ‘Not Fit for the Nervous’ publication created by the in-house editorial trio of 
Barrie Tomlinson, Ian Rimmer and Simon Furman, had rightly been initially delighted with the 
pages of their ultra dark and scary publication. Yet, at that time, they were all too aware of 
the post-Action backlash against comics and subsequently the continuous controversy over 
its content for the younger reader. Yet, despite the often nervousness of senior management, 
strangely it had been industrial action at IPC Magazines which had brought its all too brief 
spell on the newsagent’s shelves to an end.

But buoyed by the initial reaction from Scream! readers, its talented writers, Alan Grant and 
John Wagner, were obviously aware that there was still so much scope and development to be 
had with the Thirteenth Floor story. So, aided and abetted by the incredible Spanish artist José 
Ortiz, I was delighted to give them free rein to their creativity. They did, however, make the 
decision to relocate Max from Maxwell Towers and so he was boxed up and eventually installed 
at Pringles Department Store... the elevator to the floor of nightmares in Maxwell Tower was 
now replaced with the Pringles’ escalator to the thirteenth floor. Eagle and Scream! readers 
lapped it up and Max was soon one of the most popular stories in the merged publication.

Also, I can only assume that Max eventually becoming Eagle and Scream!’s editor meant 
that, similar to his ‘minder’ Jerry Knight’s role in the Thirteenth Floor story, Max had somehow 
hypnotised me, possessed my mind and instructed me to let him take charge of the publication. 
Again, there proved to be tremendous affinity between the reader and Max and the title’s 
postbag was often bulging with letters addressed to the new editor.

I am delighted that Rebellion is proudly producing this latest compilation of Thirteenth Floor 
stories and sincerely hope and trust the present-day reader will find them as compelling as 
they were when first published.

DAVID HUNT (Eagle Editor 1982-1988)
July 2020
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P A G E S  1 4 0 - 1 4 2 :  s c r e a m !P A G E S  1 4 0 - 1 4 2 :  s c r e a m !   h O L I D A Y  s P E C I A L ,  1 9 8 5 .h O L I D A Y  s P E C I A L ,  1 9 8 5 .

P A G E S  1 4 3 - 1 4 7 :  E A G L EP A G E S  1 4 3 - 1 4 7 :  E A G L E   H O L I D A YH O L I D A Y   S P E C I A L ,  1 9 8 6 .S P E C I A L ,  1 9 8 6 .

Art by Phil Gascoine

Art by Rex Archer 
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EAGLE & TIGER #163
4th May 1985

Artist: Ian Kennedy



EAGLE & TIGER #176
3rd August 1985

Artist: José Ortiz



EAGLE & TIGER #195
14th Decemeber 1985

Artist: Robin Smith



EAGLE & TIGER #205
22nd February 1986

Artist: José Ortiz
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One of the most influential names in the British comics industry, 
JOHN WAGNER started his professional career in the 1960s, 
working for DC Thompson in Dundee. Sub-editing various titles 
including Romeo, Wagner went freelance in the early seventies, 
forming a writing partnership with Pat Mills. Soon after, Wagner 
then made the move down south, joining IPC’s staff, where he 
initially edited girls’ titles, Sandie and Princess Tina, before 

helping to develop Battle Picture Weekly.

Appointed as editor to the ailing boys’ comic Valiant, Wagner had 
an instant impact, co-creating and writing the hard-hitting cop 

strip One-Eyed Jack.

With over 300 2000 AD stories to his name – not to mention 
over 250 Daily Star Judge Dredd strips – ALAN GRANT’s prolific 
creative record speaks for itself. Outside the Galaxy’s Greatest 
Comic, Grant is well-known to Batman fans following a lengthy 
run on various incarnations of the title. More recently he has 
adapted Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic novels Kidnapped and 
Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde in Graphic Novel format with artist 

Cam Kennedy.

JOSÉ ORTIZ MOYA’s sixty plus year career began afer he won a 
contest which ran in the Spanish magazine Chicos. In the 1950s 
he worked on many digest strips for Editorial Maga, including 
Capitan Don Nadie, Pantera Negra and Jungla. Agency work saw 
him produce several strips for foreign publishers, particularly in 
Britain where he illustrated Caroline Barker, Barrister at Law for 
the Daily Express, Smokeman and UFO Agent for Eagle magazine 
and the Phantom Viking in Lion. In the seventies and eighties 
Ortiz worked on several British popular strips including The Tower 
King and House of Daemon for the new Eagle, Rogue Trooper and 
Judge Dredd for 2000 AD and The Thirteenth Floor for Scream!, 

which he co-created with John Wagner and Alan Grant.

Whilst doing all of this work on UK kid’s comics, in the US Ortiz was 
also working on and is arguably best known for illustrating several 
stories for Warren’s horror titles, including Eerie and Vampirella.
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