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THE COUNTRY |l b
CHANGES. e _
CITIES CHANGE. &%
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vo1
KNOW You,
SoNz

‘ ’ CLUBS RISE...

(L -8

BUT YOM -

WILL. I'M HERE
FOR THE ROVERS
YOUTH TEAM
TRIAL.




57 YOUVE GOT THE oLy e gy A,
SHIRT, SO T IMAGINE YOU == PLEASE/

SAW ME PLAY CENTRE YEAH, I PI7. . JOHNNY
HALE FOR MELCHESTER. ( yourRE JOHNNY HARY MAN'
SIX HUNPREY GAMES VEXTER VEXTER
T PLAYED, PREMIER - :

LEAGUE. THEN
LEAGUE ONE.

AP T PIPN'T
GET TO WHERE I AM
TOPAY LETTING JUST

ARHONE GET PAST You 6OT N

THROUGH ONE OF THE
HOLES IN THE FENCE, PIPN'T
YOUZ T KEEP TELLING
THEM Tﬁ FIX THEM
P..

GET HOME THESE LAVS HERE ARE
BEFORE I CALL  THE BEST PLAYERS IN
SECURITY ON  THE CITY, SOME ARE
YOU, EHZ ON OUR BOOKS.

< THEY WERE ALL

THIS IS MEL
PARK. WE MAY NOT
BE WHAT WE ONCE WERE

ANYONE IN HERE.

YOUW'RE
£@$%E%
RIGHT.




MY NAME'S VIC GUTHRIE. v OOF, HANG
I'M THE ROVERS' ANV THE ~ ABOUT, T THINK
WELSH NATIONAL TEAM'S BLONPIE'S
UNVER-17 CAPTAIN. WHAT GOING TO

== PO YOU WANT TO CRY.
Soooggs’. T BE WHEN Youl
. GROW UP?

(ly  vore T uaveN'T

REARRANGEY THAT
BEAUTIFUL NOSE
OF YOURS,
LIKE.

_
\k_»

KICK THE
‘ BALL BACK, £H?
) weveGoT ATRIALTO 8
PLAY HERE. YOU KNOW,
FOR PROPER GOOV
FOOTBALLERS.

ONES
WHO WERE
ACTUALLY PICKER
TO BE HERE.

"HANG ON, HE'S GOING
FOR GOAL...
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THAT'S GORPON STEWART
IN GOAL. SCOTLANP'S
UNVER-17 GOALIE.

"SAFEST
HANPS” WILL. SAVE
i\ T chFFeER. NoO
P  PROBLEM.

/ BLIMEY/

RACE HAS
SCOREPD!

! . e .. - =
DEEETes AN —
/ 5 S N | : =
A N
-ﬁ - 5 (] \ GORPON'S
Sl ! REALLY HURT/ ‘
. HE'S NOT
e T \ MOVING! i
=N V: 9 — e
: : \ 2 \ { 7 Y = *




I'M OK, BOSS.
I CAN PLAY

YOU LOOK A BIT
CONCUSSEY TO ME,
GORPON. GO ANY
HAVE A SIT POWN
FOR A BIT.

You've
KILLEP OUR
FIRST CHOICE
GOALIE YOt
FLASH GIT!

YOU'? BETTER RN
FOR YOUR LIFE, RACE. E
HARZ MAN' PEXTER

COACH THESE PAYS
BUT HIS TEMPER
; STILL GOES.

REP CARPS AS CAPS

ALMOST AS MANY
IN HIS ENGLANY

ANV HE LOOKS LIKE HE WANTS
TO KILL YOIL. YOU'VE BLOWN
THIS, MATE.

You JUST KILLER
MY FIRST CHOICE
GOALKEEPER.

I 7IPN'T. HE'S
OVER THERE.
HE'S AILIZIGHT.

VEAV AS A POVO.
SIX FEET UNVER.

FUNERAL. VERY

‘\ SAp/vo NoT
CONTRAVICT

ME.

SO...I'M ONE
PLAYER SHORT
FOR THIS TRIAL

MATCH.

vo
YOUl WANT
THE CHANCE
TO PLAY FOR
MELCHESTER
ROVERS,
LAvZ




y E‘y‘/ I'M A STRIKER,

GAFFER. T SCOREP A
HAT TRICK FOR GRIMROYP
IN THE SECONY HALF OF THE
MOOR CUP FINAL! T CAN
PLAY IN THE HOLE TOO. T
WON'T LET YOU POWN,
I SWEAR!

(A ] -
Sl BN

7

BUT..

M NOT
A GOALIE! TM
S RUBBISH I
GOAL!

YES, YES.

GOOV FOR YOIA.

YOU'RE PLAYING
IN GOAL.

M"r
\
™ .
=\ — =t \
~ 1/
e
it

NOW,
THIS GRACEFIAL, FAST,
ENORMOUSLY SKILFUL BOY
COMING TOWARPS YOU WITH
THE BALL IS PACO PIAZ. HE'S
FROM ZARAGOSA
IN SPAIN.

I SUGGEST
YOU STOP HIM
SCORING IF You

WANT TO STAY WITH
MELCHESTE|

14
ROVERS!

THEN THIS
TRIAL ISN'T
GOING TO GO
WELL FOR
YOU, IS IT
LA7?

SHORT OF. THANKS
TO YOU. POOR PEA7
GORPON. WHO Youl



[ You MISSER PERHAPS
ME, T THINK, NEXT TIME, MY g
A FRENZ.

SORRY, BOSS, IT
IS HARP FOR ME
BECAUSE T AM
600V, Noz

NO. NOT YET
YOU'RE NOT, LAV WAIT
UNTIL THE GROWN UPS START
KICKING LIAMPS OUT OF YO
ANP SNEAKILY LEAVING THEIR
KNEE IN YOUR BACK. THEN
WE'LL SEE HOW Goor
YOU ARE.




RACE! WHY 7o Yo \J| You SAw 1 v To =
LOOK LIKE YOU'VE STOP HIM SCORING
BEEN SLAPPEY TO STAY WITH
NG
IPPER? OVERS...
=

L

SHUT UP,
GUTHRIE.

COME
ON, RACE/'T
THOUGHT You

o

HEREZ

1 WANTEP TO STAY

I Ty at) e

PENALTY/

Goop LORp
RACE, Now YOU'VE
NEAR PECAPITATEP

MY STAR SPANISH
WINGER!

S IT NOT
ENOUGH FOR
You THAT YOU'VE
COMMITTEY MURPER
ON MY GOALIE
TOPAYZ



MELCHESTER
THAT'S ROVERS' BIGGEST FAN.
PANNY RACE'S I FIGURE THAT FAMILY COULP
BOY. PO WITH A BIT OF LUCK.
BESIVES...FREP MENTIONEP
HIM. SAIP HE HAP

ARE YoU
R POTENTIAL.

I'VE KNOWN
YOU LONG ENOUGH
TO KNOW THERE'S USUALLY
A REASON FOR Yot

EMOTIONALLY BIALLYING
A PROSPECT.

YOU PON'T
BOTHER WITH THE
ONES WHO PON'T

INTEREST

WELL, FREP KNOWS HIS STUFF. NOW, IF YOU'LL EXCUSE ME. I'VE
I HOPE HE'S GOOV. WE'RE GOING GOT ANOTHER PEPRESSING
TO NEEP THE YOUNGSTERS, BOARY MEETING TO GO
JOHNNY. SOON. SIT IN ON.

YOU'RE
STILL THE MANAGER,
RIGHTZ THEY CAN'T FIRE
YO AFTER FOUR

GAMES OF THE
SEASON!

YOU'RE
A LEGENY AT THIS
CLug! Youre
THE MIGHTY
MOUSE!

THAT WAS A LONG TIME AGO.
MELCHESTER ROVERS--THE ONE
WE PLAYEP FOR, JOHNNY--
WAS A LONG TIME
AGO.

ANP THE
PEOPLE RUNNING
FOOTBALL ONLY CARE
ABOUT ONE THING
THESE PAYS...
MONEY.

AN WE
HAVEN'T GOT
ANY OF IT.

7 wier wior  \UMB  GORVON STEWART'S

SUGGESTEP YouU ALIVE, OUR PHYSIO TELLS
PLAY IN GOAL, ME. GIVE HIM BACK
RACE? HIS GOALIE'S
SHIRT.

T'LL GIVE YOU THE
LAST TEN MINUTES UP
FRONT, RACE. SHOW
US WHAT You

REALLYZ

WHAT...
Yo pip..

THANKS.
T'LL NOT LET
YOU POWN,
GAFFER!




PROPER
FOOTBALLERS
WITH THEIR
LEGS TOO FAR
OPEN.

SERIOUSLY, SONZ ARE YOU
REALLY GOING TO ANSWER
YOUR PHONE, RACEZ NOW?Z

GOT TO CHECK YOUR
FACEACHE ACCOUNT
OR SOMETHINGZ

THIS MAY
GENUINELY BE THE
STUPIPEST THING e
T'VE EVER SEEN ON g8
A FOOTBALL
FIELY.

YOU've
6oT No
CHANCE.

PROPER
FOOTBALLERS,
YOW'RE PLAYING
AGAINST
NOow!

GET HIM,
GORPON/

SORRY...I'VE
GOT TO ANSWER
THIS. I'M REALLY

AN TSAN N\
GUTHRIE TRY A\
BACKHEEL IN WIS |

OWN AREA




IS He OKZ
HOW PI7 HE..2
YEAH. OK. I'M
COMING NOW, ,
MUM. '™ /

SORRY...MY :
7A7'S FALLEN I
ANZ MY MUM

CAN'T..

WON'T

M
BE LONG. NEEVED AT




A FEW 7AYS :
LATER...

IS HE IN TROUBLEZ

HE..HE'S NOT BEEN

BREAKING INTO MEL

PARK AGAIN, HAS
HEz

\| Tocome

I
PROBABLY
SHOULPN'T

HAVE SAIP
THAT.
<
WOy
YOU LIKE
INZ

HIYA, VANNY. WE *

SEE YOU'RE STILL
SUPPORTING THE

WITH PANNY A LOT,

HE'S
HE WAS SO PLAYING IN
7ISAPPOINTEP A MATCH AT

THE MOMENT,

THAT'S WHY YOUR

ACTUALLY.
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THE LAV THAT JUST
HIT THE FREE-KICK.
HE'S A BIT YOUNGER
THAN MOST OF
THEM. HE ANY
coov?

GRIMROYP UNPER-13s,
RIGHTZ YO WATCH
THESE BOYS A LOT,

FREPZ

Ipo. MY
GRANPSON'S THE
LEFT BACK. HE'S

RUBBISH.

GOT EYES HAVEN'T
YOU, PEXTERZ Yol
SAW WHAT HE
ST PIp? L2
- . AFTER THE
GAME, ALRIGHT
LAPZ
T v =
IP OUT IF B
1 TRIEP T
THAT..
S
i
©

V" scorep A SEconp
HALF HAT-TRICK IN THE
FINAL, THAT BOY, EVEN

THOUGH HE'S PLAYING ONE

AGE GROUP P, GREAT

SIGNING 1P THE

NEXT GOLVEN GENERATION | \"&-
FOR ROVERS, ARE YOU? ’,‘J A
BRINGING BACK THE T onss
GLORY PAYSZ }

INSTINCTS IN THE BOX
ANP A KILLER LEFT
FOOT.

YOW'? BETTER GET
ON WITH IT, JOHNNY
VEXTER, EHZ




UH...FREV?
THE MAN WHO
WAS JUST WITH

Youz

JOHNNY
VEXTER OF
THE ROVERS?
YES.

UH...7I7 SOMETHING
HAPPENZ HE WANTEP
ME TO SPEAK TO

THERE : HIM.
HE GOES. NEVER ; I'M NoT
THE FASTEST AS SUPPOSEP TO
A CENTRE-HALF, THAT CHASE HIM OR
LAV, BUT HE CAN STILL SOMETHING,
6O SOME, FAIR AM 12

PLAY.

ASA
TEST.

PROBABLY
HAS SOMETHING
TO PO WITH
THIS.




MY OFFICE/
SATURPAY/
aAM! GOT
1T /4 \
WANT TO \
- SIGN You ;
6. FOR THE  Jtuss o \
ROVERS! Pk ‘

HE WANTS TO
SIGN ME...
N
FOR -~/
MELCHESTER =
ROVERS/ ‘ -
IVE
MAPE
I/
\ 5 I8 -'f




LONG WAY
TO GO, ROY
RACE.

VON'T
GET CARRIEV
AWAY. /

THE FALL
FROM GRACE OF
THE ONCE-GREAT
MELCHESTER
ROVERS
CONTINVES.

ONCE ONE
OF THE PREMIER
CLUBS IN ENGLISH FOOTBALL,
REGULARLY CHALLENGING FOR
TROPHIES, RECENT YEARS HAVE

SEEN FINANCIAL TROUBLES
AN RELEGATION AFTER
RELEGATION.

Now, AFTER
LOSING THE FIRST FOUR
GAMES OF THE NEW SEASON, ANP
WITH FANS PISTRAUGHT AT THE STATE
OF THE CLUE, IT APPEARS THINGS
ARE ABOUT TO GET EVEN WORSE
FOR THE ROVERS.

EIGHT MEMBERS
OF THE MELCHESTER FIRST
TEAM HAVE BEEN SOLY IN WHAT
CRITICS ARE PESCRIBING AS A
'CUT-PRICE FIRE SALE BY OWNER
BARRY 'THE MEAT' CLEAVER.

KEVIN MOUSE
WAS ONE OF THE BEST
STRIKERS THIS CLUB'S EVER SEEN
BUT THAT POESN'T MEAN HE'S A
GOOV MANAGER. ANP NOW
THISZ

HoW CAN
WE STAY UP AFTER
THISZ THEY'VE SOLY OFF
MOST OF OUR FIRST TEAM!
WE'VE 6OT NO MONEY,

FLY POWN THE LEAGUES
D LIKE THIS. BE OUT OF
kY BUSINESS IN NO
TIME!

THIS IS
THE ENP OF
MELCHESTER
ROVERS/




ANZ WHAT
MAKES THINGS WORSE

FOR ROVERS FANS IS THE
RISE IN FORTUNES OF LOCAL
RIVALS TYNECASTER, wHo

CURRENTLY SIT ATOP THE

PREMIER LEAGUE ON GOAL

PIFFERENCE.

THE LATEST
APPITIONZ £175
MILLION BRAZILLIAN
SUPERSTAR STRIKER
HUGO, AS REVEALEY
JUST PRIOR TO THE
TRANSFER WINPOW
CLOSING.

BOUGHT 8Y
SAUPI PRINCE BASSAM
SIRAT ANTOUN JUST TwWo
YEARS AGO, TYNECASTER
HAVE BROUGHT SOME OF
THE WORLP'S BEST PLAYERS
TO THE PREMIER
LEAGUE.

I VERY
PLEASED TO JOIN THE
TYNECASTER ANV COME
HERE BECAUSE WE WANT
WiN CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE!

OK THEN,
RACE...




WEEK-TO-WEEK
YOUTH CONTRACT. NO
GUARANTEES HERE BT WE'LL
BRING YOU ONBOARP. HAVE A SIGN THE
GOOV LOOK AT YOIA. A CONTRACT.

WE'LL TAKE )
GOOV CARE
OF HIM, MRS
RACE.

I PROMISE.

[ 1ve vone
IT, VAV,

WHAT WE
ALWAYS TALKEP
ABOUT.
T'VE SIGNEP

FOR THE
ROVERS.

YOUl
FATHER'S VERY
PROUP OF
YOU, ROY.




ME INTROPUCE
YOu TO A FEW OF
YOUR NEW TEAM-

_—

"GORPON STEWART, OUR
GOALIE, YOU'VE ALREAVY MET. THE
SAFEST HANPS IN SOCCER..."

TRY NOT
TO KILL ME IN
TRAINING,
EHZ

YOUW'RE THE
BOYS WHO ARE GOING
TO MAKE MELCHESTER

CONTENVERS AGAIN.

"VERNON ELLIOTT,
WINGER. ENGLANY UNVER-17
SQUAY MEMBER."

I CROSS
'EM, YOU PUT
'EM AWAY. THAT'S
THE PLAN,
RIGHTZ

"VIC GUTHRIE,
MIPFIELVER. WALES UNVER-17
CAPTAIN. OUR CAPTAIN."

You ARE
KIPPZING ME...
RACE?

How
VESPERATE
ARE WEZ




=

GUTHRIE! WE ARE ALL ON THE
SAME SIPE HERE! OR YOU WON'T
BE CAPTAIN MICH LONGER!

UNPERSTOOP2

INSPIRE PNV TO LEAD!
ANP, ALSO, TO NOT BE A

YOUr JoOB IS TO

GIT. GOT IT2

FRIENY. I HOPE THEY HAVE
NOT SIGNEV You TO PLAY
IN GOAL THOUGH,

No.

CONGRATULATIONS, MY N\ ———— WELCOME TO

MELCHESTER.

SOLP PRETTY MUCH

THE AGENTS OF THE
THREE REMAINING LAPS
KICKEP AP SUCH A FUSS
WE HAZ TO LET THEM
GO TOO.

A

TO FINANCIAL TROUBLES,
TO SELL THE ENTIRE

IF THERE'S A
MELCHESTER MUCH
LONGER. T MEAN...
THE BOARY JUST

THE ENTIRE FIRST
TEAM, RIGHT...

V50, YES, GORVON. WE HAVE
JUST BEEN FORCEP, PUE

MELCHESTER ROVERS
FIRST TEAM.




BUT THIS IS STILL
MELCHESTER LAPS.
WE WON LEAGUES, FA
CUPS. EUROPEAN
Cues. THIS WAS
THE HOME of
FOOTBALL

ANP YoU
LOT ARE GOING
TO BE THE ONES

TO MAKE THAT

HAPPEN.

THERE'S A
LOT OF TALENT IN
THIS ROOM, BOYS.
A LOT OF TALENT.
I'M NOT LYING TO

YOU ABOUT
THAT.

WORK HARP.
LISTEN TO WHAT ME
ANP JOHNNY TELL YOU
ON THE TRAINING PITCH.

HAVE FAITH THAT
WE'LL GET THERE
EVENTUALLY.

IT MIGHT
TAKE TIME, WE
MIGHT TAKE SOME
LUMPS, BUT WE'LL
GET THERE.

You LoT ARE
MELCHESTER'S FIRST

TEAM NOW. STARTING
WITH THE LEAGUE MATCH
AGAINST KINGSBAY ON
SATURPAY!

You WIN
NOTHING WITH
KIPS, SOMEONE

ONCE SAI7.

WE'RE
GOING TO
PROVE THEM
WRONG.




HALF TIME!

GO HAVE AN ORANGE SLICE AND A DRINK OF WATER!




THIS IS THE
PREAM.

WHAT Yo
GREW UP
PREAMING
OF

SHE TELLS You How
| PROUZ SHE 1S.

YOU SEE IN YOUR 7A7'S
EYES WHAT IT MEANS.

You HEAR THAT NOISE--THE ELECTRIC HuM
OF EXCITEMENT, OF OFINIONS, OF JOKES,
EVEN IF IT'S GALLOWS HUMOUR--FROM
STREETS AWAY. BUILZING. BUILZING.

FROM A VECAVE AGO.

T

IT'S THE SOUNY OF HOFPE.

WALK TOWARPS
THE LIGHT, SON. |

ONLY THE CHOSEN
FEW MAY FASS...




I SWEAR, TM —~7 oy o, THER
GONNA HAVE A THEVRE N WNGERS N
STROKE. POING ALRIGHT. AGAIN!
THEYRE PLAYING Goor | )

FOOTEALL. WE KNEW THE [
KI7S WoulLy NEEP TIME AL

TO GET USEP TO THIS
= LEVEL.




CARTWRIGHT
CROSSES THE

AND BAILEY
SMASHES IT IN! THAT'S THE
SECONY FOR THE BIG
TARGET MAN.

THE KIPS OF
MELCHESTER HAVE PUT IN
A BRAVE SHIFT HERE BUAT THEY
CAN'T COMPETE WITH THE PHYSICAL
NATURE OF KINGSBAY'S LONG
BALL GAME.

IT'S FOURNIL HERE, THE FANS HAVE LEAVE OFF,
HAZ ENOUGH. THEY'RE HEAPING FOR \ RACE. YOUVE
THE EXITS ANV THERE'S STILL PUT ME ON, '\ : ONLY HAV A HANPFIAL
FIFTEEN MINUTES TO 60, 4 GAFFER. I CAN e OF TRAINING SESSIONS.
PO SOMETHING - ¢ ANP BESIPES, HAVE YOU
HERE. f : SEEN THEIR CENTRE
£ HALVESZ THEY'RE
CAVEMEN.

THEY'LL EAT
YOU FOR BREAKFAST.
YOW'RE BETTER OFF

WATCHING THIS ONE
ANV LEARNING.

AP ZIAZ,
ONE OF THE FEW
BRIGHT SPOTS FOR

MELCHESTER TOPAY..
OH! HE'S SKIPPED
FAST ONE, FAST
wo...

OH/
THAT'S A BAV
TACKLE! THAT'S A
PEFINITE YELLOW
CARZ!




LOOKS LIKE YOU'VE

NO, HE CAN'T.
HE'S EXHAUSTEP,
ANP T WANT TO GET
SOME ICE ON HIS
ANKLE. GET A
SuB oN.

BECAUSE
ENIOY " Yo WiLL NEvER
RELISH IT. . FORGET IT AS

g LoNG rs vou
LIVE.

ANZ NOW, HERE
COMES ANOTHER
YOUNG MELCHESTER
HOPEFUL FOR HIS FIRST
PROFESSIONAL
APPEARANCE.

GOT YOUR WISH,
RACE. GET ON

THEN.
A

TRY NOT
TO LOOK SO
PLEASEY ABOUT A
TEAMMATE BEING
INTUREY, EHZ

BOSS.

OK, RACE. TRY ANV MOVE THEIR BIG
CENTRE HALVES AROUNY, EHZ THEY'RE
BIG THAGS BUT THEY'RE NOT
THE QUICKEST.

NUMBER 14
ROY RACE!

oS

IF YOU PON'T STANP
STILL THEY CAN'T
KICK YOU.

Vo YOUR
BEST. BUT MOST
OF ALL...




REALLYZ WAS
THERE NO ONE

oBviouSLY ¥
NOT.

ME REALLY,
GUTHRIE.

HEH. MORE
BABYSITTING,
THENZ

VERNON.
IF YOU GET WIPE
I'M GOING TO MAKE THE
NEAR POST RUN. WHIP
IT IN HARP AS YO
CAN, EHZ

YOU'LL
HAVE TO
CATCH ME,
FIRST.

I WILL.

ANV THEN
YOU'LL WAKE WP
IN A HOSPITAL
BED, LAV,

JUST A COUPLE
OF MINUTES LEFT NOW. HE'S ROUNP
AND VERNON ELLIOTT'S PACE " HIM AGAIN. THE
HAS CAUSEY PROBLEMS FOR BALL'S GONE TO
KINGSBAY'S RIGHT BACK v THE BYLINE.
THE WHOLE GAME. ;




ELLIOTT
PULLS IT BACK
FROM THE
BYLINE...

ROY RACE
HAS SCOREV
WITH HIS FIRST
TOUCH!




H/
ALL ABOUT
THE CROSS,
RACE!

ABSOLUTELY.

ANV ME
TELLING YOU
WHERE TO
PUT IT.

THERE'S HOPE FOR
ROVERS HERE. THEY
MIGHT NOT HAVE GOoT
THE RESULT, BAT THEIR
YOUNGSTERS HAVE
CAUSEV KINGSBAY REAL
PROBLEMS AT

ANZ THAT WAS
A REAL FINISHER'S
GOAL FROM THE
LOCAL LAPY

BY ME. KEEP
BEING LUCKY.

THAT'S
IT, BOYS.

ANP THAT'S
THE ENV HERE. IT'S
BEEN A VALIANT EFFORT
BUT MELCHESTER HAVE
NOW LOST THEIR FIRST
FIVE GAMES OF THE
SEASON.

IT SEEMS LIKE
RELEGATION IS AN
INEVITABILITY AT THIS
POINT. BUT POES THIS 4-1
PEFEAT PROVIVE SOME
HOPE FOR THE
FUTUREZ




WELL PONE, THE
LAPS. IT MAY NOT . — MELCHESTER

FEEL LIKE IT NOW WAY.
BUT YOU GAVE THEM

A GAME ANP A ) WE ARE

HALF, oNLY GOING To
‘ GET BETTER, BOYS.
TRUST ME.

YOUR PACE,
BOYS. YOUR MOVEMENT.
EXCELLENT. EXCELLENT. ANV
THAT'S HOW WE'RE GOING
TO PLAY.

THE BALL ON
THE FLOOR. PASS
ANP MOVE.

AP THAT'S
ITIT'S 2-0 To
BURNPEAN!

IT'S BEEN A
BRAVE PISPLAY BY THE
ROVERS BUT THEY'VE BEEN
CAUGHT OUT OoN Two
SET-PIECES.

i 1-0 TO CARTVEAN/

THE PEAPLOCK FINALLY
1 BROKEN HERE!
—_
5 Lo
6 »
: & :
&) ~ N
S —
=
IT'S THE SAME
- STORY FOR THE YOMGSTERS OF
ROVERS, SOME BEAUTIFUL FOOTBALL PLAYER,
e BUT NO CUTTING EVGE UP FRONT AP A
1 - LACK OF A PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT THE BACK.

SEVEN
GAMES OF THE
SEASON GONE
NOW, ANV NOT A
SINGLE POINT
70 SHoW
FORIT.

IT SEEMS
THAT NOTHING CAN SAVE
| MELCHESTER FROM FALLING
D EVEN FURTHER FROM GRACE.




ROY RACE. \
YOU THINK Yout

\—

SHOULY START P T
FRONT AN7 NOT BE
ON THE BENCH EVERY

GAME. T KNOW! OH,

T KNOW!

SOMETHING
UP, LAZZ

No.
WELL..YES!
I pol BUT IT'S
NOT THAT.

WE NEEP A
TALL PEFENPER.
WE CAN'T COPE WITH
THE OTHER TEAMS'
LONG BALL

GAME. THEY

KNOW IT. UNTIL
WE STOP IT THEY'LL
KEEP PUNTING
IT INTO OUR
AREA.

PO YOI THINK
I PON'T KNOW THATZ
T WAS A HALFWAY PECENT
CENTRE HALF MYSELF
YOU KNOW. WITH THE

ELBOWS. ANV THE
> HEAP.
ANP

IT MAY HAVE
ESCAPEY YOUR
NOTICE, ROY RACE
OF THE APVICE, BT
WE HAVE NO
MONEY/!

BUT You JUST
HAPPEN TO KNOW
WHERE WE CAN FINP
A TOP CLASS, FREE,
PHYSICAL CENTRE HALF
WITH THE ELBOWS ANV
THE HEAP, PO Youz




LOFTY PEAK. USEP TO THEY LET HIM GO. HE
BE ON TYNECASTER'S PLAYEP FOR GRIMROYP

BOOKS BUT THEY FOR A WHILE BUT HE
BROUGHT IN ALL THOSE PECIVEP HE WAS GOING

. OVERSEAS PLAYERS ANV TO BE A BASKETBALL
pREiT ey HE COULPA'T GET PLAYER INSTEAP,
KICKING A SNIFF.

IT2 i

IT'S
BASKETBALL,
GAFFER.

a
)

I po NoT
APPROVE.

Gooy
GOv, SON.
HOW OLP ARE
Youz

ALRIGHT,
ROY?Z

LOFTY.
THIS 1S JOHNNY
PEXTER. HE'S THE
COACH AT THE
ROVERS.

You HAVE
THE ELBOWS, SON.
ANV THE HEAV. ANV T
HEARP GOOP THINGS
ABOUT YOU POWN
THE YEARS.

WouLy
YOU LIKE A
TRIAL WITH THE
MELCHESTER
ROVERSZ

I ASKEP
How oLy Yout
WERE NOT HOW
MANY FEET TALL
YOU ARE.

NICKNAME.
MY SURNAME
IS PEAK,
THOUGH.

YOUR
NAME'S NOT
REALLY LOFTY,
1S1T2




AND THE E16G
CENTRE HALF MAKING HIS
PEBUT FOR MELCHESTER

TOPAY IS HAVING A

STORMER.

TRY AS THEY
MIGHT PANEFIELD CAN'T
FING A WAY PAST HIM. ANP
THE ROVERS ARE JUST TEN
MINUTES AWAY FROM THEIR
FIRST POINT OF THE
SEASON!

THE BALL
COMES OUT ANV THE
BREAK MIGHT BE ON
FOR MELCHESTER HERE.
VIC GUTHRIE HITS A LONG
BALL POWN THE LEFT
CHANNEL...

ROY RACE,

ON AS A SUBSTITUTE,
HITS A FIRST TIME BALL
INTO THE MIPPLE OF
THE PITCH...

vIAZ
IS THERE! PIAZ
PINKS IT OVER
THE PANEFIELP
KEEPER/




PIAZ HAS PONE (e

IT/ MELCHESTER ¢

LEAD! MELCHESTER
LEAD!

4

THE Yffféd’ﬂfrﬂ 2
MELCHESTER TYNECASTER/
WAY, MY |
FRIEND/ 5

WHO'S THE
BIGGEST TEAM
IN MELCHESTER

Now, EHZ




WE
WON, PAV.
OUR FIRST
GAME!

TO GO ANV SET UP THE

I CAME ON
WITH TWENTY MINUTES

WINNER. I THINK THE
BOSS IS GOING
TO START ME,
SOON.

ME IN THE
MIPPLE OF A FRONT
THREE. VERNON ON THE
LEFT, PACO ON THE
RIGHT. THAT'S
WHAT I'? PO
ANYWAY...

HE
ROVERS ARE
ON THE WAY
BACK, AP

I SWEAR.

THEY'VE
STARTEP!
COME ANV
WATCH!

BEGIN THE THIRY
ROYNY OF THE
N FACUF.

IT'S THE '
THIRY ROUNP e
PRAW, ROCKY. IT'LL [\l
TAKE AGES TO .
GET TO US.

IT'S GOOV OF
You To COME HOME
SO QUICK AFTER
TRAINING, LOVE, TO

HELP WITH YOUR
VAV, ANV YOUR
SISTER MISSES
YOU.

MAYBE WE CAN GET
SOMEONE IN TO TAKE THE
WEIGHT OFF Youl

NOW I'M IN THE
FIRST TEAM I'M
BRINGING IN A
BIT OF MONEY,
MUM.

NUMBER
FOUR.
TYNECASTER...

TYNECASTER
BEING THE REIGNING
FA CUP HOLPERS, OF
COURSE.

TYPICAL.
THEY ALWAYS
GET A HOME

WILL PLAY

NUMBER 57...

MELCHESTER
ROVERS.




"7AYS...”

WELCOME

7O THE TAYIR STAZIUM.

HOME TO TYNECASTER ANP

THE GLAMOUR TIE OF THIS,

2 THE 3RV ROUNP OF
THE FA CUF

TS
L
MELCHESTER,

QN
AS A CITY, HAS LONG
BEEN ONE OF THE HOMES

OF ENGLISH FOOTBALL ANV e
HERE, TWO OF THE GAME'S

|
BIGGEST RIVALS COME p
TOGETHER IN A SNAFSHOT
OF THE STATE OF THE
GAME IN 2018,

e
~ T

SIVE YOU HAVE
THE MILLIONAIRES OF
TYNECASTER. GLOBAL
SUPERSTARS ON RELEASE
CLAUSES NEARING £200
MILLION ANV WAGES &
OF £350,000

NOW MELCHESTER SIT AT
THE BOTTOM OF THE TABLE TWO
PIVISIONS BELOW TYNECASTER ANY

A YOUTH MOVEMENT THAT SURELY
WILL TAKE TIME TO FAY
PIVIVENDS.

MONEY |
TALKS IN MOZERN
FOOTBALL, ANV ONE
SIVE HERE TOPAY HAS
IT ANV THE OTHER
POES NOT.

3 TYNECASTER \
ANP MELCHESTER WERE
ALWAYS THE FIERCEST RIVALS (@RS
BUT IN PAST PECAVES THEY 3
WERE OPERATING ON A
LEVEL PLAYING
FIELY

THIS GAME
IS THE EFITOME
OF PAVIZ VS
GOLIATH.



I'VE WATCHEY BUT TOPAY'S GOING ¢
MELCHESTER'S LAST 70 BE TOO BlG AN
FEW GAMES AN EVENT FOR THEM,

THEY'VE GOT ALoT  [& AND WAY TOO
OF TALENT THERE,
AND THEY'RE WELL
COACHEY, YOU CAN

SEE THAT.

I THINK
HUGO WILL BE, YOU KNOW,
LICKING HIS LIPS TOZAY. IT COULP
BE A, WHAT IS THE WORPZ
SLAUGHTERHOUSE.

YOU ARE, FALSE A--LIKE WE
RACE, YES. PRACTICEP. WE'VE NOT
YOU'VE BEEN PONE IT THIS SEASON YET
PLAYING WELL. ANV IT'LL SURPRISE THEM.
YOU PESERVE KEEP PROPPING VEEP. THE

IT. TWO CENTRE HALVES
WON'T KNOW WHO
TO COVER.

STARTING.
MY FIRST

'™
STARTING.

ALRIGHT,
NO ONE PLAYEP MORE FIRST
TEAM GAMES FOR MELCHESTER MORE
OFTEN THAN JOHNNY PEXTER. NO ONE
BEAT TYNECASTER MORE OFTEN. SO
HE'S GOING TO GIVE YOu THE

TEAM TALK TOPAY.
LLY
e TOTAL

YOou ARE
MELCHESTER
ROVERS.

MELCHESTER
ROVERS. THE GREATEST
CLUB N THE HISTORY OF
THE ENGLISH GAME.
GIANTS HAVE WORN
THAT SHIRT, BOYS.
LEGENPS!

THEY ARE
TYNECASTER.
WHICH SOUNPS A
BIT LIKE TINY
CASTER.

THEY ARE  V .TINY.
== TINY A7 YOU ARE ~ CASTER.
NOT. THAT'S THE SMALL.
POINT T'M MINUTE.
MAKING. INSPIRING
WORPS,
80SS.

YES. You
WILL BEAT THEM.
You HAVE NO CHOICE
IN THE MATTER.
UNPERSTANPZ




WE ARE
MELCHESTER/
WE ARE THE
ROVERS!

T HAVE
NEVER HEARP
OF YOIA.

ALRIGHT,
LAPS! THIS
IS IT! LET'S

6o/

=
LISTEN TO
I THAT NOISE. IT'S ONE

OF THE BIGGEST PERBY
MATCHES IN FOOTBALL ANP
THERE'S 0,000 RAUCOUS
FANS FILLING THIS STAZIUM

TOPAY TO PROVE
s

T's
THE 3RV ROUNP
OF THE FA CUF. IT'S
TYNECASTER VS
MELCHESTER
ROVERS.

You ARE
THE STRIKER FOR
MELCHESTER?Z

MY NAME IS
HUGO. I AM SORRY, I PO Y
NOT WISH TO SEEM RUVE. BT
I HAP TO ASK, YOU SEE...

CAN THE
YOUNG LOCAL LAPS
OF MELCHESTER PULL
OFF THE MOTHER of
ALL GIANT-KILLING
EXPLOITSZ




WE'RE
HERE, PAV.

ALRIGHT
THEN, MY
FRIEND. S
LET US
SHOW THE
WORLY WHAT

WE'RE A
FEW MINATES IN
HERE BUT STILL,
THE PHYSICALITY ANP
INTENSITY OF THE
TYNECASTER PLAYERS
1S CAUSING
PROBLEMS FOR
MELCHESTER. STRONG
TACKLE THERE BY
P'ORAZIO, WHO PLAYS
THE BALL FORWARY

HUGO
NOW. THE
MELCHESTER
PEFENVERS ARE




LOFTY

i Y
Sy ‘J 5 )
PEAK THAMPS IT
) AWAY, ANYWHERE witt B
= 157 PO IT SEEMS FOR
LA 5 MELCHESTER IN THESE

EARLY, PANICKED
STAGES.

ar o;/, s*awzﬂuéfofﬁg "
IT OF SKILL RE FRO|
NICELY, HELZ PIAZ, THE YOG SPANIARY,
UP BY GUTHRIE, HE'S COMPLETELY FOOLEP
ac,%fl‘f;ﬁ{j@ HENPERSON, THE ENGLISH
TN He 7 INTERNATIONAL.
RIGHT.

GORVON
STEWART, THE YOUNG
MELCHESTER SCOTTISH

A FINGERTIP TO THE
BALL THERE.

BATISTA,
THE PORTUGEUSE
! PEFENVER COMES
¥ ACROSS TO SOVEE

WAS THAT A
RABONAZ IT WAS!
PIAZ TURNING ON

THE SKILL.

BUT IT'S GOING
INFIELE, AWAY FROM
THE TYNECASTER
GOAL...




THAT..THAT IS
UNBELIEVABLE!

AN RACE
HITS IT..







THE COUNTRY
CHANGES. :&

EXCEPT
THIS.

CITIES EVOLVE.
FOOTBALL CLUBS RISE.
ANZ SOME FALL.

EVERYTHING
CHANGES.

JOHNNY! CONCENTRATE! TELL
THE FULLBACKS TO STAY BACK THE
NEXT FIVE MINUTES. GUTHRIE TOO.
CONSOLIPATE! PON'T GET
CAUGHT!

TELL
THEM..TELL THE
FULLBACKS TO
STAY HOME...

ROY RACE'S
ROCKET/

|
HAYE

RrOY
OF THE
ROVERSY




TYNECASTER
NOW, LOOKING TO HIT
BACK STRAIGHT AWAY. IT'S
CAMPBELL, THE ENGLANY
MIPFIELVER, RUNNING AT
THE MELCHESTER
PEFENCE.

STEWART'S
COMING BUT HE'S
NOT GOING TO
GET THERE...

IT CONLPVE GONE
ANYWHERE BUT LOFTY PEAK,
THE EX-TYNECASTER YOUTH
PLAYER, SOMEHOW MANAGES
TO TURN IT AROUNP THE
POST. s A
CORNER.

g

THAT'LL ' YEAd..
TEACH THEM TO MARK 'EM U,
GET RIV OF YOU, _ ROY! GOAL
£H, LOFTYZ (4 SIvE!

ANOTHER SURELY
AMAZING SAVE BY MELCHESTER CAN'T
: STEWART. HOLP OUT FOR THE
FULL NINETY MINUTES
LIKE THISZ




YOU HAVE TO BE IMPRESSEY
BY THE COMMITMENT OF THESE
MELCHESTER BOYS. THEY ARE
PUTTING EVERYTHING THEY HAVE
INTO TRYING TO KEEP
THIS LEAR

IT'S A MONUMENTAL
EFFORT BUT THEY'RE
BEGINNING TO LOOK A

LITTLE TIREV AS WE

APPROACH HALF
TIME.

NO WAY/
I GOT THE
BALL/

JUST A
MINUATE TO HALF-TIME.

GIVEN THE PRESSHRE
THEY'VE BEEN UNVER,
YOU FEEL MELCHESTER
HAVE To Keer
THIS OUT.




ANZ WHAT A @
CRUEL BLOW,
JUST BEFORE

HALF-TIME.

COME oN
OYS. HEAPS

HEY, ROY
RACE.

I KNow
WHO You ARE
NOW.

GOOP GOAL.
BRAZILIAN
GOAL, NoZ

ANP AS THE
SECONV HALF CONTINVES
IT IS ATTACK AFTER ATTACK
FOR TYNECASTER. SURELY
MELCHESTER CAN'T
HoLw ouT!

ABSOLUTELY, MATE.
ABSOLUTELY...

THERE'S JUST
FIVE MINUTES LEFT
RY TO Ol
wHAT FOR THE REFLAY
A GAME THIS YOUNG A
GOALKEEPER IS AT MEL PARK.
HAVING/




LONG BALL
THUMPEY CLEAR BY
MELCHESTER AGAIN.
ELLIOTT GOES
UP FOR THE
HEAVER.
THE BALL'S
BEATEN THE
PEFENVER.

OH! So CLOSE,
MELCHESTER/

f CAMPBELL
NOW, WITH ANOTHER
STRONG, PACEY RN
THROUGH THE HEART

OF THE ROVERS
MIFIELE

MELCHESTER
ARE OUT oN
THEIR FEET.




TYNECASTER
HAVE wWoN IT/
IN THE LAST
MINUTE?

THE LAST KICK
OF THE GAME,
VIRTUALLY!

AND THAT'S
1T/ IT'S OVER! THERE'LL
' BE NO GIANT KILLING
HEY. THE HERE TORRY.
STRIKER FOR

MELCHESTER
ROVERS.

I WouLy
LIKE TO OWN THE
SHIRT OF THE MAN
WHO SCOREV THAT

UH..NO
OFFENCE, BUT
SO Wouly

I

I WiLL
SEE YOU
AGAIN, ROY
RACE.

I'M GOING
TO GET THIS
FRAMEP FOR
MY PAP.

THANK YO,
THOUGH.




ROY/TELL US
\ ABoUT THE
ROCKET!
)

OF THE
ROVERS!

7 i T
Jﬂﬂ“‘é’ﬂuﬂc‘/ :

ooTeML







Keep track of eV.
Don't forget to U

FICTION

BOOK 1 BOOK 2 BOOK 3
Author: Tom Palmer Author: Tom Palmer Author: Tom Palmer
Out: October 2018 Out: February 2019 Out: May 2019
ISBN: 978-1-78108-698-8 ISBN: 978-1-78108-707-7 ISBN: 978-1-78108-722-0
Roy Race is the most Life gets tricky for Roy as Crunch time for Rovers: the end
talented striker in Melchester he adjusts to life in the of the season is here, the club is
- but is he good enough spotlight. Fortune and glory in deep trouble, and it's down
to catch the eye of the await, but can Roy juggle to Roy to bring a bit of hope
Melchester Rovers scouts? football, fame and family? back to the Melchester faithful.

READ? [ | READ? [ | READ? [ |



GRAPHIC NOVELS

KICK-OFF

AF MS
0B WI LLIA
FE;EN WILLSHER

BOOK 1

KICK-OFF

Writer: Rob Williams

Artist: Ben Willsher

Out: November 2018
ISBN: 978-1-78108-652-0

Roy Race is 16, talented, and
desperate to make it as a
footballer. But is he good

enough for Melchester
Rovers? Now's the time to
prove if he's got what it takes
to become Roy of the Rovers.

READ? i

BOOK 2

FOUL PLAY

Writer: Rob Williams
Artist: Ben Willsher
Out: March 2019
ISBN: 978-1-78108-669-8

Roy picks up an injury that
puts him on the sidelines,
and suddenly there's
competition for his place as
a brand new - and brilliant
- striker is brought in by the
management...

READ? i

OF
THE

GOING UP

. MS
SOB WILLIA
FE;EN WILLSHER

BOOK 3

GOING UP

Writer: Rob Williams
Artist: Ben Willsher
Out: June 2019
ISBN: 978-1-78108-673-5

Roy and the team have
battled through a tough
season, but have they got
enough left to get promoted?
Or will they fall at the final
hurdle and see the club sold
by its greedy owner?

READ? i




PLAYER
|NTERVIEW

Introduce yourself

Hi, 'm Roy Race. I'm the new Melchester
Rovers striker!

Do you have a nickname?

At Melchester? Occasionally people call me
Racey... same as at my old club Grimroyd.

Who was your favourite team growing up?

I'm playing for them! My family have
supported the Rovers since, like, forever! My
Dad is Melchester’s biggest fan and knows
literally everything about the club and its
incredible history.

Who is the best player that you have
played with?

So far, | couldn’t pick one out of the Rovers
side — they're all great. After trialling in goal
for a bit though, | have a lot more respect for
what Gordon Stewart has to do!

Who is the best player that you have
played against?

Hugo is pretty spectacular. | felt for our
defense whenever he was in possession
of the ball during our cup game against
Tynecaster. He really is a different class.

Do you have a pre-match routine?

Before home games, | like to have breakfast
with my Mum, Dad and sister Rocky, whilst
wearing my favourite Melchester Rovers top.
What'’s your advice to young players?
Wow! Well, I'm kind of still a young player
myself, so | don’t know really. | guess | would

say never give up and keep on practising.

What'’s your favourite social media
network and why?

Instagram is cool... I've seen some great
football clips on Snapchat as well.




PLAYER
|NTERVIEW

Introduce yourself

Lofty Peak. Defender.

Do you have a nickname?

Yeah, Lofty.

So what is your real first name?

It's not Lofty!

Who was your favourite team growing up?
I'm a local, so Melchester Rovers. I'm also a
big B-ball fan as well, so | should shout out to

my boys the Melchester Swish.

Who is the best player that you have
played with?

My boy, Roy Race. Have you seen him shoot
with that left foot? Devastating man! We call
it Racey's Rocket on the training ground...

Who is the best player that you have
played against?

Ha! Hugo, no doubt. That guy made me tired
man, he's quality.

Do you have a pre-match routine?

Nah, not really. | listen to some music... get in
the zone a bit, y'’know?

What'’s your advice to young players?
What, am | old now?!? | would say just keep
playing. And remember to do some proper
stretching exercises before starting a game.

It's important to keep limber!

What'’s your favourite social media
network and why?

Twitter — keep it short and sweet man!









Times are tough for Melchester Rovers. Languishing at the bottom of
League Two, the once-proud powerhouse of British football is out of
money and out of luck.

Sixteen-year-old Roy Race always dreamt of playing up front for Rovers.
Oozing with natural talent and possessing a powerful left foot, Roy may
just be the answer to all of Melchester’s prayers.

Can Roy break into the Rovers first team and bring back the glory days
of old? Or will the pressure of problems on and off the pitch prove too

much for the young prospect?

The epic footballing saga begins here!

ISBN 978-1-78108-652-0

LU e
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