
With a stunning super-strike against premier English club Tynecaster, 
Roy Race announced himself to the footballing world.

Melchester Rovers fans thought a saviour had arrived to lift them out of 
lowly League Two, and the agents came calling, sensing a new cash cow 

on the scene.

But a lot of things can go wrong on a football pitch. Injuries can happen 
to anyone - even Roy of the Rovers. Is Roy’s career over before it’s even 

begun? Will he ever play in front of the Mel Park faithful again? And can 
Rovers make it to the playoff finals without him?

The dramatic footballing adventure of Roy Race continues!
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ROY
RACE,
17.

ROY
RACE,
17.

iT's a
RoCKeT!

Ugh…

I’m o�.
And I love 
you t�, 
Rocky.

The Rovers sti�
lost though. To 
TYNECASTER!
And he's sti�

an idiot.
Don't

talk about
your brother 

that way, 
Roxa�e!

There HAS to be 
a way to delete 

this.

Don't you DARE, Rocky. 
That's your big brother 
Roy's goal! One of the 
best 3rd round FA Cup 

goals of a� time,
they said!

And Race 
h��its it… OH! OH MY 

WORD!

THAT…THAT iS 
UNBELiEVABLE!!



No,
it's fine. 

I’�…

That's
what I said, son.

Alan Talbot. Yeah, 
you got it. THAT 

Alan Talbot.

Rea�y?

Rea�y? 
That'd be 
SiCK!

May
I ask who 
you are?

Be safe, 
Roy.

Do my best 
mum. I’� be 

home after the 
game to help 

with dad.
You want 
a lift in?

…Walk 
it.

Rod Race.
THE Rod Race. 

Rod of the 
Rovers!

…I’m 
Roy.

That’s
an Aston 
Martin!

You like that, do you, son? 
Yeah, go on then. Have a
sit in it. Driver's seat. 

Heated.

Oh wow. I’ve only 
s�n photos of 

them online.

Take it
for a li�le
spin, if you 

like? You can 
drive.

He's only had a couple
of le�ons so no, he wi� 
not be driving a ma�ively 

powerful sports car, 
thank you.



And that's
why I’m here today. 
For your son. I’m 

go
a make him
a star.

His hard work
and dedication wi� 

make him a star,
Mr Talbot.

And
he's got a

contract already. 
With Melchester 
Rovers. Thank

you.

Son, I saw
what you did against 

Tynecaster in the FA Cup. 
That goal. And you almost 

won it in the last few 
minutes there. Playing 
against galacticos!

And that's where you 
should be. Jump in, I’� 

drive you to the ground. 
Save your legs for the 

game. WE can have a 
li�le chat.

Alan Talbot, my love. 
Agent extraordinaire. 
Representing only the 

VERY best f�tba�ers. 
Exce�ence. At a�

times.

Absolutely…

Absolutely.

A ro�ing
w�k-to-w�k contract.

in league two? I take it you 
did not have representation 

when you agr�d
to that?

Uh… 
No.

You want to be
in the top flight, 

yeah? Europe? Play 
for England?

A� that.
Yeah.



BYE, 
MUM!

Told you 
he was an 

idiot.

One of my
crew. I sorted his

Tynecaster transfer.
£29 mi�ion. He's now
on £190,000 a w�k.

ROY 
RACE! That's a 

shame.

I’� take
g�d care
of him, Mrs 

Race!

You know ali Campbe�? 
The Tynecaster midfielder? 

Just won his first
couple of England

caps?

Yeah,
he played 

against us in 
the cup.

�ion! 
�iON!

iT'S ME! 
ROY!

H�m…



I Wi� do
that for you, son.

Trust me. I’� be part
of your family.

…Roy…

They're 
se�ing the 

ground 
s�n you 

know.

Rea�y.

ali Campbe� was at ru�ish 
old Shenton United before 
that. On a pi�ance. Now? 

He's just bought his mum a 
house. His brother a 

sports car.

Oh wow. Mum
could give up her second 
job and we could get dad 
some proper care. Could 

you do that for me?

iF you can
prove what you did 
against Tynecaster 

wasn't a flash in 
the pan, Rod.

I’m going to be 
watching you, 

Roy.

K�p knocking them in 
and I’� make sure you're 

not slu�ing it down 
here with these losers 

much longer.

I’m not 
slu�in…

…What
did you say 
about the 
ground?

I don't 
think 
that…

You're not… 
I mean, we're 

not…



GET
iNSiDE iTS 
HA�OWED 
BOWELS!

NOW!

H�…
Before you buy

your own helicopter with 
built-in d�p fat fryer may

I remind you that we're sti� 
in the relegation zone?

But
he never 
did…Lying 

git.

He rea�y hates 
Tynecaster.

ROY 
RACE!

MEL
PARK. THE 

i�ORTAL MEL 
PARK.

Alan Talbot? Aston 
Martins? You've only 

scored one flash goal 
on TV, Roy Race of the 

Rovers. Don't get 
ca�ied away. He just

turned up at
my house. Nothing 

to do with me, 
ga�er!

Talbot said 
something 
about the 

stadium being 
sold?

That sort wi� say 
anything if it makes them 
money, Race. My old agent 

once promised to buy
me a panda.

Uh…
Joh�y 
sounds 

genuinely 
upset.

He must love pandas. And 
he's not b�n the same 
since we lost against 

Tynecaster.

Thanks, 
Harvey.

Race lays
it o� to the 
overla�ing 
left-back
Duncan
McCay.

Oh, that's a 
nice, teasing 
cro� from 

McCay!

And the lads
are continuing their g�d 

form from the Tynecaster cup 
game into the league, it s­ms.

Strong,
forceful run by 
their midfielder, 

Holden,
here…

And we’re
underway against 
visiting WESTON 

Vi�A!

And
ViC GUTHRiE

is there to head it 
in! Melchester's

captain
strikes!

it's
Rovers

ONE, Weston 
Vi�a NiL.

Midway through the second 
half now and Weston are 
trying to strike back. 

Searching for the
equalizer.

And a big Mel Park 
welcome for Roy Race 
please! So nearly the 

hero of the bi�est FA 
Cup giant-ki�ing in 

recent memory.

And Roy’s b­n 
rewarded for his 

memorable rocket 
goal with a b�t 

deal with
GOLA!

We� done, 
Roy!



Thanks, 
Harvey.

Race lays
it o� to the 
overla�ing 
left-back
Duncan
McCay.

Oh, that's a 
nice, teasing 
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McCay!
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captain
strikes!

it's
Rovers

ONE, Weston 
Vi�a NiL.

Midway through the second 
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trying to strike back. 
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And a big Mel Park 
welcome for Roy Race 
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goal with a b�t 

deal with
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Roy!



But Lofty Peak, Melchester's 
exciting young centre-half, who 

got rave reviews for his 
performance against 
Tynecaster, gets a

long-le�ed
f�t in.

And
Weston could get 
caught here! They 
were on a -out 

a­ack!

Paco Diaz
flicks it forward 
with…Oh…That's an 

outrageous
touch!

Just the
goalie to beat… 

is it time for THE 
ROCKET?

And ROY 
RACE is in 
on goal!



…

And the
Mel Park faithful go 
mad! Su
enly they 
have something to 

shout about.

You’re
ge�ing a bit 

cocky, Race! But 
k
p scoring and
I can live with it.

You're not
STi� depre�ed 
after losing to 

Tynecaster, are you? 
You're the first team 
coach. You've got to 

inspire the boys!

Tynecaster.

Oop, hang 
about, we're 

in again!

YES! 
THERE 
iT iS!

LASHED iN
O� THE UNDERSiDE 

OF THE BAR!!

THAT’s
how you do 
it, Guthrie.

Proper 
striker 

play!

They're playing with some 
confidence now, Joh�y, lad. 

Thr
 points here! We'� 
nearly be out of the 
relegation places.

…Panda…

it was Tynecaster, 
Mouse. You know 

what that
means…

Tyne. 
Caster.

I wo�y about you 
sometimes, Joh�y. 
T� many headers 
back in the day.



Paco Diaz 
squares it
in from the 

right…

Roy Race 
DiNKS it over 
the k�per…

He's
going to 

ro� it into 
an empty 

net…

RACE! 
L�K 
OUT!

And Weston
have gone now. They 
know the game's up 

and heads have 
dro�ed.

They're
being humiliated 
by the kids of 
Melchester!

Ha…
Second one 

today…

That big psycho lump 
of a centre-half… 

Roy's not s�n
him.



Oh no.



Stay
down, lad. 

Let me 
l�k.

Shocking
cha�enge. 

Frustration got 
the be�er of 

him there.

T�k you to 
sch�l, didn't 

we? Have a l�k 
at the score, 

caveman.

Come
on, Vic. 
Leave it.

Told you
that's why he's 

captain. Got a bit 
of me�le, that 

lad.

And, yes, it's a 
red card for 

Naylor.

Ah…
it's…it's not 
broken is 

it?

Oi, you! 
Yeah, 
you!

Don't
you have 

daycare to 
get to, 
so�y?

Me� with
one of Melchester 

Rovers and you me� 
with A� OF US.

Got it?

Oh. Now there's a 
scu�le. And, oh, 
great, Guthrie's 
got a ye�ow 

card.

Don't
l�k so 
pleased…



I think
it's broken.

Hey,
you sti
 have 

Paco, my friends! 
Not a
 is rain!

I’
 get
them in the changing

r�m, Joh�y. You go with 
Roy to the hospital. We're 
going to have to k�p their 
spirits up! NOTHiNG else 

can upset them. You
hear me?

How
bad is 

it?
Don't

know yet, lad. 
We're going to 
get some X-rays 
done. Might be 

ligaments.

Hey, come on. We won, 
right? That's us out of 

the relegation zone. 
Ch�r up.

Yeah, but without
a striker. Goals are 
go�a be hard to 
come by. Tough to 

stay up with no 
goals.

They
won 3-0 and 
they l�k 

gu�ed. Out of
the cup to…THEM. 
Roy injured. What 

else could go 
wrong?

YOU
CAN'T GO 
iN THERE, 

SiR!
CAN'T

I, BY GOD? G�D 
LUCK STO�iNG 

ME, LAD!



I OWN 
Melchester 

Rovers!

And that's how I was
able to buy Melchester. 
The team I su�orted as

a boy, back when they
were actua�y g�d.
For ONE BRiTiSH 

POUND!

This is MY 
HOUSE!

Alright
boys, listen up

My name is BA
Y 
‘MEAT’ CLEAVER!
And I’m the f�l
who pays your 

bl�ming
wages!

Do you know
why they ca� me 

‘Meat’, lad?

Erm…

That's RiGHT! it's
because of how I made my 
mi�ions. Butcher's shops! 

Slaughterhouses! A� 
acro� the greater 
Melchester area…
AND BEYOND!



I OWN 
Melchester 

Rovers!

And that's how I was
able to buy Melchester. 
The team I su�orted as

a boy, back when they
were actua�y g�d.
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POUND!
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Alright
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My name is BA
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‘MEAT’ CLEAVER!
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because of how I made my 
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acro� the greater 
Melchester area…
AND BEYOND!

…

But the G�D TiMES! Oh, they 
were something! The trophies! 
European competition at Mel 

Park. Not the bunch of 
carthorses you get

in league two…

I am the 
manager, 
Ba�y!

And as
long as you 

k�p wi�ing… 
you wi 

be.

I’ve l�ked
into it and there's

land out in SCUDMORE 
that's cheap as oven chips. 

And the town's very
k�n to have its
own f�tba 

team…

Course, I had to take on a  the 
debts because the club had fa en 

into its cu�ent WRETCHED 
state by then… Uh… 

Ba�y.

Ba�y, 
PLEASE!

You're
inte�upting MY 

teamtalk. And the boys 
are concerned about 

their tea�ate.

Calm
down, Kevin. You'  

give yourself a 
stroke…

That you
are, Kevin. That 

you are.

I came in to congratulate 
you boys on the win today, 
and to o�er you a li�le 

encouragement for
the rest of the

season.

I’ve had a
VERY substantial o�er

for the Mel Park land from 
an international internet 

shop. They want to build one 
of their ma�ive warehouses 

here. Drone deliveries
and that.



…You
can't be 
serious.

So,
you'd best
be wi
ing 
some games 
then, hadn't 

you?

No 
pre�ure!

…No.
I don't.

Scudmore
Rovers! imagine

it, eh?

I was BORN 
serious, 
Kevin!

So, here's the deal,
lads. The only way it makes 
financial sense for me to 
k­p Mel Park is if we get 

promoted to Division
One!

it's not 
broken. I’m 
sure it's not 

broken.
You don't
know that, 

Joh
y.



No
break, I’m 
ha�y to 

say.

A ligament 
strain. Not a 

tear, so, again, 
you're lucky 

there.

Rest, a walking 
b�t and then 
physiotherapy.

"And here come 
Rovers on the 

a�ack…"

Neat
li�le pa� by 
the inventive 
Paco Diaz!

I KNEW
it wasn't 
broken!

That's
great news. 

But if it's not 
broken…

I’m afraid
you won't be 

playing for the 
Rovers for a 

while, Roy.

But…I’ve only just got into 
the first team and we n­d to 
get out of the relegation 

zone.

it's not 
fair…

Ten minutes to go
and Melchester have
b�n banging on the

d�r repeatedly, but
it's sti­ 0-0 against
fe­ow stru�lers

Estwich Town.



No! Oh,
that's a tame shot 
from Nolan. Never 

rea�y l
ked 
confident,

did he?

WAiT…
GO ON, 
ASiF!

He's
going to 
cro�…

And
Melchester's 

striker Patrick 
Nolan is through! 
Just the k�per 

to beat!
Could this 
break the 
deadlock?!

Nice one-two on the 
edge of the Estwich box 
by Melchester's local 
boy right back, Asif 

Mirza…

Why…
Didn't he…
Hit iT?

He's
trying.

He's trying. 
Give him a 
chance.



OH! HE'S 
Mi�ED

iT!

They're two 
points below us. 
We've got to beat 

them!

Oh, that's
a foul, surely? 
But the ref's 
not given it.

Mirza's
coming acro� to

make the cha�enge but 
he won't get there…

And
Nolan's in the 

mi�l…

How
are we not 

wi�ing 
this?

I’ve got a 
pre�y g�d 

idea…

The
Estwich

k­per h�fs
it forward.
Lofty Peak
underneath

it.



AND iT'S iN! 
ESTWiCH HAVE 

WON iT!

Yeah, 
you did.

We're a
team, alright? 

Melchester Rovers! 
We win as a team. We 

lose as a team.
Got it?

No 
wo�ies, 

Vernon. Me 
t�…

Hard luck, 
Patrick. it 

ha ens. You'­ 
get 'em next time, 
you wi­. I have 

s�n this.
YES!

I let
the team 

down.

Oi, Vernon! 
None of 

that!

Yeah, 
you're 
right…

So�y,
Patrick. That

was out of order 
of me. Just a
bit gu�ed

is a­.



He's going
to be a player, is

Patrick, but he's a bit young
for it right now. We�, you a� 

are, rea�y. But he's a year 
younger. Squad player.

Not a starter.

We n�d 
goals. 
Now.

"We n�d goals 
or we're in real 

trouble."

No,
Roy. We 
don't…

OK, 
mum.

…T� 
young.

What's that, 
ga�er?

…And we 
don't have 
the time, 

Roy.

I n�d to 
make a couple 

of phone 
ca�s.

To who?
We don't have 

any money, 
right?

"We don't have 
any money."

I’m o�
then, Roy, luv. Got 

to be at Mrs Jenkins' 
for 9.30. Help

her out.



…

…Why?

Wish you 
didn't have to 

work so 
hard.

I’�
s� you 
later.

…Heh.

You
OK l�king 
after your 

dad?

Yeah, 
course…

Are you 
OK?

You
l�k a

bit tired,
is a�.

You're a 
g�d lad, 

Roy.

L�k
at us 
both.

Can I bo�ow 
your wh�lchair 

for a bit?

Someone's at 
the d�r.



What are
you doing 

here?

What are 
you… ?

Anyway,
we n�d a coach.
And you're not

doing anything at
the moment, are
you? Apart from

your physio-
therapy.

For the
record, I think

it's a STUPiD idea, 
you coaching us. My 
brother's an idiot,

I told Ffion.

yeah…Ok 
then.

Uh…

…He�o.

…Ffion..

And me, Roy.
I’m here t�,

you know. Your 
sister. You 
remember.

He�o, 
Rocky.

Roy, you
know our 

f�tba� team. 
Sowerby.

…Yeah.

We�,
our coach has 

just had to leave. 
He's moving to 

Horby. Which is a 
si�y thing to do 
but there you 

are.

Me? Why 
me?

Because you are a 
profe�ional f�tba�er, 

Roy Race.

HELP coach. I’d be 
player-coach, Roy. But 

a g�d eye on the 
sideline would

help out.

I like to
think you'd like

to give back to the 
co�unity a bit. Now 
you're driving round 

in Aston Martins,
like.



�iON!
NiCE TOUCH! 
VERY NiCE 
TOUCH!

Vic?
Who's your 

sister?

What?
She can't be your 

sister. She's… 
Nice.

Fred? 
You come 

here?

Something
here you're 

going to want
to s�.

ROCKY! 
ROCKY! TRACK 
BACK! TRACK 

BACK!

Roy
Race…You say

my sister has a nice 
touch again and 

I’� ba�er
you…

�iON! �iON'S 
MY SiSTER! SHE'S 
WELSH, MUN! SHE 
HAS RED HAiR! 
LiKE ME! SMA� 

HiNTS!

This is the worst
thing to ha�en to the 
world since Wales got 

knocked out of
the Euros.

Melchester
boys. Stop your 

bickering.

I watch every f�tba� game 
in Melchester, young Roy 

Race. I’m retired and have no 
life. And my grandaughter's 

the left-back. She's
ru�ish.



Premiership 
one, t�.

My name's
Wi�iam, guys. You 
know that, right? 
Bi�, sometimes. My 

mum ca�s me
Bi�y.

L�ks
like you've 
got a new 
striker.

"Lord knows how 
Mighty Mouse has 
pu�ed that o
."

BLACKiE! 
SMiLE!

Hold the ba� 
up for us, eh? 

Blackie!



The manager's wife said I had
the blackest hair she's ever s	n 
and, you know how the lads are. 

They wouldn't let me
forget it.

But he's Premiership.
in the England Under-17 

squad. Why would he
come here?

Oof…

You're
t� far down 
the league to 
get automatic 
promotion, 

Mouse!

Blackie?

Why does everyone at 
islington ca� you 

Blackie, then?

Mouse! How much 
is this costing me? 

We're potle�, 
man! Nothing,

Ba�y. Fr	. I 
ca�ed in a few 

favours.

We�, I’m from
around here. Grew up 
a Melchester boy. The 
manager at islington 

wanted me to get 
some first team 

experience.

So, when
I got the chance

to come here for a 
season-long loan,
I jumped at the 

chance.

What's wrong, Ba�y? 
You l�k a bit 
disa�ointed.

Don't you want us to get
promoted so we can k	p Mel Park? 

You wouldn't just be thinking of
the money you could make,

would you?
Go on

a run and we
could sneak into the 

playo�s though. 
We've got the 

talent…



I saw you
on the TV against

Tynecaster! I thought we
could play together again up 
front! Just like the old days, 

before I moved away!

Ligaments.
Ankle. I’� be back 
s�n, don't wo�y. 
You set 'em up and 

I’� put them
away.

…Replacement?

Mouse! Give
GrAy the Number 
fourt�n shirt! 
That's an order!

He l�ks very 
a�ured for league 
two. Comes forward 

with the ba�…

You're back! 
Why didn't you 

text me?

it a�
ha�ened so

fast. I didn't even 
know until 
yesterday.

Hang
on. You're 

injured? What 
ha�ened?

Alright, Roy
Race? You met your 
replacement, then? 
Rovers' new star 

striker!

And here's
Melchester's debutant 

striker, Blackie Gray, on 
loan from high-flying 

islington Town.



Lovely
lob over the 
defence into 
the path of 

DiAZ!

PENALTY!

And it l�ks like 
there's no doubt 
who's going to 

take it. Gray with 
the run up.

And Rovers
are back level with 

twenty-five minutes to 
go here against 

promotion-chasing 
Gr�nton Rangers.

Gray was with the England team in 
the U17 European Championship 

recently and…Oh…

And, he's 
brought 

down, is it…? 
YES!

�F!
What a penalty 

that is. No 
sto�ing

that!



Exactly.
Nightmare

to play against, 
those ones.

He's
taken 
your 
place.

That's
bad of me, 
isn't it?

We're a� 
di�erent, 

Roy.

Oh, they've
let Gray in to 

slide it home! 2-1! 
2-1 to the Rovers! 

The lads have 
pinched it!

He's g�d 
isn't he, 
Blackie? He is. 

Te� me 
why.

Just does the li­le things 
we�. Always l�ks for 

space. Plays the easy ba� 
when it's there. Holds it

up to bring others
into play.

You l�k 
sad about 

it, Roy.
No, I’m not.

I want to s� him
do we�. I want
US to do we�.

it's just…

Yeah…

No. You're 
human, that's 
a�. Don't be 
so hard on 
yourself.

You're faster. More dynamic. Not 
as strong. He's got di�erent 

strengths to you, is a�.
That's true of everyone

you'� m�t.

Confusion
in the Gr�nton 

ranks…



Oh, I don't 
know about 

that.

Yeah! That's 
right.

Not done 
much since, 
have you?

Blackie
Gray! Can I 
get a selfie, 

eh?

Blackie! 
Blackie! Sign 

this!
About

time Rovers 
had a decent 

striker!

Oh, hey,
you're Roy 
Race, aren't 

you?

Uh… 
Yeah…

You scored that 
lucky goal against 

Tynecaster.

Lucky?

Blackie!
Ok…

I’ve had 
enough of 

this.



…

…

Who's 
this?

I remember,
Roy. What can

I do for you? Bit 
busy here. in a big 
m�ting with a La

Liga club.

Uh…Thing
is, Roy. I k�p an eye 
on things. That's my 
job, right? Finger
on the f tba­ 

pulse.

L�k,
best you don't

ca
 me again. if you 
play we
 enough, I’
 
ca
 YOU. Alright? 

Alright.

Burger,
large fries and 
fu­-fat cola,

luv. Chop
chop!

He
o, Alan 
Talbot, super 

agent!

Uh…He­o
Mr Talbot.

it's Roy. Roy Race… 
Of Melchester 

Rovers.

You came to my mum's 
house a month back. 

Picked me up. I scored 
that goal against 
Tynecaster in the

FA CUP.

We
…I’ve given it some thought 
and I’m ready. I’m ha�y to sign 
with you. I think you can do for 
me what you did for Campbe
 

and the others.

is there
a contract 

or…

And I’ve not s�n your 
name mentioned anywhere. 

And I only represent
top players, you 

understand?

I’ve b�n 
injur…

Yeah… 
OK.



We�, you've
b�n helping us 

train. I thought it 
was only fair to 

return the
favour.

…OK.

Just
n�d to get 

some strength 
back in it

now.

Ch�rs, 
sis.

Let's
s� what 
you can 

do.

Oi, you.

What do you 
want, Ffion? I’m 
not in the m�d 
to train your 

lot today.

S�n as you get that
b�t o� and stop 
f�ling so�y for 
yourself, give us

a ca�.

And I’� put
you through your 

paces. Be your 
personal trainer. 
SHOUT at you

a lot.

And there 
you go, 

Roy.

UGh…

Your
magic left 

f�t stinks 
of old pants, 

Roy.

Come on, 
then.



Do it 
often 
enough 
and it 
won't.

Two wins on
the bounce for 

the youngsters of 
Melchester!

Blimey…
What is… 

Wrong with 
your…N
n… 

Family?

Melchester
are pu�ing an 

exciting run together 
here! That's four 

straight wins.

Sti� hurts a
bit to change 

direction.

And Gray beats the 
k�per at the near 
post! That's 2-0 to 

the Rovers!

N
…

I can s� why
my brother shouts 
at you. Come on! 

Faster! DO
iT!

Mid-table now, Ba y. Teams above
us k�p dro�ing points. Get thirt�n 
points from our remaining five games 

and we might just sneak into
the playo�s.

But it's not as 
though you WANTED 

to se� Mel Park
is it? …Course 

not.

OUTRAGEOUS
from Diaz! The 

skilful Spaniard 
puts the icing on 

the cake here
in another

win.



HiT iT,
Roy Race!

Give me THE 
ROCKET!

One lucky
contact? One game. 

Where the TV cameras 
just ha�ened to

be there.

We're just
not the sort of 

people g�d 
things ha�en 

to?

Score
and you can

take me to the 
cinema next w­k. I 
save it and you help 

us train for the 
rest of the

season.

We�?

What
are you 
waiting 
for?

What
if it was a 
one-o�, 
Ffion?

My dad's i�ne�. 
My mum having to 
work two jobs. 

What if…

it's an injury. it 
ha�ens in f�tba�. 

Anything else is
you…inventing

a story.

So, invent a 
G�D story for 

yourself.

You're 
buying the 
popco…

Ow…



Nice try, Race. Me 
and the girls wi� 

s
 you every 
Monday night

for…

I’m
sti� not 
sure it's 
right…

help Rovers win their 
last thr
 games if you 

want to k
p your
pal around.

Yeah, my
phone's out of 

juice. What's 
this?

HA!

You 
ok?

I’m…

Alright, 
Fred?

Premiership scout coming
to the game tonight, Roy Race. 
L�king at Paco Diaz. Couple 

of Championship scouts
t�.

hi, mum, 
dad.

Joh�y 
Dexter 

phoned, love. 
Twice.

Du�o.
Delivery from 
earlier. Came 

for you.



Hang on. 
There's a 
note…

Best
striker in the 

world and he just 
sent me his shirt… 

His BRAZiL
shirt.

it's a 
shirt…

it's a 
Brazil 
shirt…

it's o� 
Hugo.

Joh�y's 
ringing 
again…

He must 
think you're 

ready.



We're sti�
tied at 1-1 with

six minutes to go
and a point won't

be enough.

Oh no…

We're not Roy.
We're going to bring
o� Amburo. Play two

up front. You and
Blackie.

No playo�s.
Fat Ba�y wi� se�

the ground and move 
us. We wi� become 

Scudmore Rovers! And 
then I would die! 

i�ediately.

And
Atherton heads

it away. Frustration 
mounts for 
Melchester

here.

Agony
for Rovers fans.
They've b�n on an 

unbelievable run but
a point here wi�

eliminate them from
the playo�

places.

Roy! Roy 
Race!

Blackie's
playing rea�y 
we�. You can't 

take him
o�.

What?
Why? Shut

up!

But… My 
ankle. What if 

it's not…

Physio
says you're g�d,

Roy. And frankly, son,
if we don't score here 

we're banjaxed!



Yeah…Let's 
hope.

Roy Race, 
plays the ba� 
into Gray, who 
holds the ba� 

up we�.

Oh, Race 
continues his run 
and Gray's found 

him!

He has to 
sh�t!

OH! He
didn't pu� the 
tri�er! Why 
didn't he…?

And
Race is
iN ON 
GOAL!

And coming on
for the Rovers… 
Number 14: Roy 

Race! Just
like old 

times on the 
sch	l yard, 

Roy.



2-1 to the 
Rovers! They've 

pu
ed it 
around!

Te�ific
movement and a great 
understanding. The two 

complement each 
other so we
. …bri�iant…

Yeah,
I saw, boys. 

I saw.

Trust
that left 
f�t of 
yours,

eh?

And
PACO DiAZ 
finishes!

And it's
early days but

you have to like the 
l�k of that Roy 
Race-Blackie Gray 

partnership up 
front!

And
there's the final 
whistle! Thr� 

points!

After the
start they had to the 
season, and the youth 
of this Melchester 
team, this run is an 

amazing feat!

You s� that, 
ga�er! Roy's 
movement. They 
couldn't deal 

with it.

Didn't hit it 
though, did you? 
And you could 

have.



Got a couple of
VERY big clubs VERY 
interested in you, my 

italian friend…

Your
phone, Alan Talbot,

sha� be returned to you 
forthwith the moment you 

extricate your self from My 
TU�EL! Which you do not 
have permi�ion to be iN!

TRESPA�
ON MY TU�E
iNG 
AREA AGAiN AND
I Wi
 HAVE YOU 

EATEN BY
PANDAS!!

He's an 
idiot.

WE ARE
BROTHERS! WE
ARE BL�D!

Paco! 
Paco Diaz!

Alan Talbot, 
super-agent! Yeah, 
you got it. THAT 

Alan Talbot!

He's SPANiSH, 
Talbot! And he's
our star winger. 

Melchester's!

My
phone…

Oi!

Yeah, that's
right, run! We're 
the Rovers and

we're not se�ing 
ANYONE

yet!

BECAUSE WE'RE 
GO�A GET TO THE 
PLAYO�S AND GET 

PROMOTED!

So�y, 
Paco. But 
that guy…

HA! You
have b�n trained

by Joh�y Dexter t� 
long! You are turning 
into a crazy centre 

half, Roy! YES, MY
FRiEND! MELCHESTER 

FOR EVER! TWO MORE 
WiNS AND PLAYO�S!



SOON.SOON.

Yeah, last fift�n here 
won't be about touch and 
guile, Roy Race. Plus your 

ankle in that bog…OH 
HE�'S T�TH!

it's going
in! Stewart's

half saved it with 
his backside

but…

it's the penultimate game
of the season here. Rovers 
away to Rotherton, and it is 

absolutely blowing
a gale. Sti� 0-0

with twenty minutes
to go, zero f�tba� 

played, and Rovers HAVE 
to win to stand a

chance of the
playo�s.

Oh! Lofty 
Peak has 
sli�ed!

The
Rotherton

striker is through 
on the Melchester 

goal!

Gordon 
Stewart comes 

out and…

Where's
the ba� gone? 

Where's the 
ba� gone?

Bo�!
Stick me 

on! We n�d 
a goal!

So�y, Roy. 
Not the game 
for you, this 

one.



Thanks, 
wind.

Melchester
are ru�ing out

of time here. They 
n
d to find a way 
through but it's 

blowing a 
hu�icane.

Stewart
H�FS it 
downfield! 

Eight minutes 
left!

That's 
going 
out.

Ah, 
no…

it didn't
cro� the line!
What a let o�
for Rovers.

Blimey…



GORDON 
STEWART HAS 

SCORED!

Spirit of 
the game, 

eh?

Ge�of me
ye mad ginger 

Welshman.

HUGE
kick but it's 

going to bounce 
through to

the…
…Wait a 
minute…

WAiT A 
MiNUTE!

UNBELiEVABLE!

SAFEST HANDS iN 
SO
E			R!!

Haway,
lads, no. Can't 

celebrate
that.

Goalk�per's
union, ye know? P�r 
bloke up there f�ls 

te�ible right
now.

"Spirit of the 
game…" WE'RE GOiNG

UP, BOYS! I CAN F�LS 
iT iN MY WATERS, iSN'T 
iT! THR� MORE POiNTS 
AND WE'RE PLAYO�S, 

BAYB�E!



…

…

Just win on 
Saturday.

Yeah, 
g
d 

luck, big 
bruv. …Thanks, 

Rocky.

…You.

Thr� more 
points…

Win on
Saturday and

we're in the playo�s. 
M
refield can't 
catch us on goal 

di�erence.

Just win, 
Roy.

You're 
bri iant.

So go be 
bri iant.

I know 
you'  be 
watching, 

dad. Roy…

…Of…

Rovers…



Unle� you've 
got any flash 
cars to drive 

you in?
This is 
fine.

it's a brave
choice by manager

Mighty Mouse to go with 
two strikers up front 
from the start for the 
first time this season.

Brave choice? What's
he on about? We n�d to 

win, right? Thr� points or 
the season ends and Ba�y 

Cleaver se�s our
souls.

Oh God.
I f�l a bit 

sick…

Ffion…
I’�

walk in with 
you.

No.

S'right.

Win.

Roy Race returns to the 
starting lineup today for 

the first time since his 
unfortunate ankle

injury.



Early
stages here. 
Blackie Gray 
knocks the
ba� on…

RACE
HiTS iT 
FiRST
TiME!

And it's like
a return to the 

glory days here. The 
bi�est crowd of the 
season have piled into 

Mel Park for this 
season finale.

Melchester
win and they get 
the final league 

two playo� 
place.

Draw
or lose and 
the season is 

over!
And we're 
underway.

Holverton
Wa�iors have already 
got one of the two 

automatic promotion 
places, so we know 
they're a quality 

outfit.

This is a tough 
cha�enge for 
Melchester.



OH, SO 
CLOSE, 

ROVERS!

He hit 
it.

Bri�iant close 
control.

Oh,
Mi�ar's in 

here…

Aw, 
no…

HiTS THE 
POST!

They're
a very tidy 

pa�ing team are 
Holverton.

BRi�iANT 
GOAL!

Ugh, 
idiot! No, it's 

alright. it's 
g�d.



Yeah…

Exce�ent 
cha�enge by 

Rovers' captain, 
Vic Guthrie.

Paco
Diaz picks it

up. L�ks for 
ru�ers ahead

of him…

He's spo­ed
the goalie o� his 

line…He chips it…From 
thirty-five YARDS!

HE'S HiT
THE BAR! HE'S 
HiT THE BAR!

OH NO!

Right 
then…

Ok.

We 
score 
two.



1-1!

Have
Melchester got

it in them to score 
another goal, to 
capture that last 
precious playo


spot?

"And it wasn't Hugo's shirt, or proving 
an idiot agent wrong or fast cars

or any of that stu
…

"And Ffion's words…

"How we a� invent 
stories for 
ourselves…"

RACE iS 
THERE!

There's
not much time 

left here!

"A� I could think about 
in that moment was two 

things.

"Dad…The l�k in his eyes… 
The e
ort it t�k for 

him to say that…



So, invent a G�D 
story for yourself.
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Introduce Yourself

Hello. I’m Asif Mirza - right back for 
Melchester Rovers.

Do you have a nickname?

The lads just call me As. 

Who was your favourite club growing up?

I’m a Melchester player so I really shouldn’t 
say anything right? Okay, alright...I supported 
Deans Park. You’re going to get me into 
trouble with the Gaffer! 

Who is the best player that you have 
played with?

Wow, you’re a trouble-maker! Only joking. I 
like playing with all the lads, but I feel that on 
the pitch I’ve really started to connect with 
Lofty. He makes us strong and stable.

Who is the best player that you have 
played against?

I give any forward or winger coming at me 
the same respect. If they get past me then 
the fault lies with me. So all of them and 
at the same time none of them. You look 
confused! Ha!

Do you have a pre-match routine?

I say a quiet prayer. Listen to some music. It 
all helps get me into the zone.

What’s your advice to young players?

Never underestimate the opposition. And 
also, make sure you do your research on 
them before a game. Most strikers are 
creatures of habit - to know how they play 
allows you to stop them from playing. 

What’s your favourite social media 
network and why?

Snapchat. My brother puts pictures up of 
me doing my thing on the pitch. Luckily 
they disappear before it all becomes too 
embarrassing!

PLAYER
INTERVIEW



Introduce Yourself

Ah’m Gordon Stewart - otherwise known as 
the safest hands in Scotland!

Do you have a nickname?

Back home when I was playing for fun, it was 
Nessie, as in the big Scottish monster. The 
Melchester boys were calling me Big Man for 
a while, but then Lofty turned up!

Who was your favourite club growing up?

Princes Park- the pride of Scotland! Our 
bossman played there once and is an 
absolute legend at the club.

Who is the best player that you have 
played with?

At Melchester? I don’t know. I can easily tell 
you who is the busiest player at the club 
though...me!

Who is the best player that you have 
played against?

Hands down, its that Hugo. I was dreading 
coming up against him in our cup tie with 
Tynecaster. I’ve seen him destroy some of the 
best keepers in the world. Thankfully, I came 
out of that game relatively unscathed. No, we 
didn’t win, but we didn’t get humiliated either.

Do you have a pre-match routine?

No liquids or food an hour before the game. 
I flick through an old Scotland international 
game on my phone just before we leave the 
dressing room - that usually gets me fired up! 

What’s your advice to young players?

To aspiring goalkeepers I’d say find your 
voice, use it to organise your defence. 
Defenders are like sheep that need herding 
and part of your job is to play farmer!

What’s your favourite social media 
network and why?

I can’t stop watching videos of goalkeeping 
blunders on YouTube.

PLAYER
INTERVIEW







With a stunning super-strike against premier English club Tynecaster, 
Roy Race announced himself to the footballing world.

Melchester Rovers fans thought a saviour had arrived to lift them out of 
lowly League Two, and the agents came calling, sensing a new cash cow 

on the scene.

But a lot of things can go wrong on a football pitch. Injuries can happen 
to anyone - even Roy of the Rovers. Is Roy’s career over before it’s even 

begun? Will he ever play in front of the Mel Park faithful again? And can 
Rovers make it to the playoff finals without him?

The dramatic footballing adventure of Roy Race continues!

UK £9.99www.royoftheroversoff icial.com

ROB WILLIAMS

BEN WILLSHER

FOUL
PLAY

"EPIC!"
Match of the Day

magazine

THE END OF THE DREAM?
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