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Welcome to my world of mystery and 
shadows where the unusual is usual…

where the unexpected is expected.

MOONCHILD
Like her grandmother before her, Rosemary 
Black has discovered that she has the power 
to move things with her mind. A crescent 
shape on her forehead marks Rosemary as 
the Moonchild. While her jealous mother 
forbids her to use her new found abilities, the 
actions of a school bully push Ms Black closer 
and closer towards temptation and revenge. 

THE FOUR FACES OF EVE
Eve Marshall develops amnesia after an 
accident. Unable to remember anything about 
her past and haunted by nightmares involving 
the tragic deaths of three other girls, Eve sets 
out to discover the chilling truth of who…or 

what she really is.
These eerie encounters are brought to you 
by Pat Mills,   John Armstrong, Malcolm 
Shaw,   Brian Delaney and, of course, your 

friend, Misty

GIRLS WILL BE GHOULS!
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It was the last few weeks before I left 2000 AD and I was 
looking forward to starting work on my next creation: Misty. 
I took the title from the film, Play Misty For Me and my 
plan was to use my 2000 AD approach on a girls’ comic: 
big visuals and longer, more sophisticated stories with the 
emphasis on the supernatural and horror. My role models 
were Carrie and Audrey Rose, suitably modified for a 
younger audience.  John Sanders and I had several meetings 
to discuss its content and we could both see how it could be 
a hit; potentially bigger than 2000 AD as girls comics sales 
were always higher than boys. (On launch: Tammy: 250,000 
copies per week; 2000 AD: 220,000 copies per week; Misty: 
170, 000 copies a week. Approximate figures.)

But given the success of 2000 AD, I felt if I was going to 
create another hit for IPC juveniles, I should really have a 
share of the profits. John Sanders said his board of directors 
would never agree but I wouldn’t budge either.  So I left and 
went back to freelancing. Later, I relented and agreed to 

be the consultant editor for Misty and 
guide it on its way, but without taking 
responsibility for it, like 2000 AD. I also 
agreed to write the lead story for Misty 
– Moonchild – inspired by Carrie; and 
later Hush, Hush, Sweet Rachel, inspired by 
Audrey Rose, a story about reincarnation.

Without my direct involvement, the stories were 
not as hard-hitting as I would have liked them 
to be and some punches were pulled. There were 
far too many short, self-contained stories, some 
a bit weak, not enough serials – which are vital to 
hook the reader – and more than a little “old school” 
thinking slowly starting to creep back in. Despite this, 
Misty was still very good, the art was fantastic – often 
better than 2000 AD – and it was very much  part of 
the Comic Revolution. Here’s how Will Brooker, author 
of Batman Unmasked and an expert on popular culture 
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recalls Misty: “Pacts with the devil, schoolgirl sacrifice, 
the ghosts of hanged girls, sinister cults, evil scientists 
experimenting on the innocent and terrifying parallel 
worlds where the Nazis won the Second World War.”

Malcolm [Shaw], who sadly died very young, was same 
generation as John Wagner, myself and Gerry Finley-
Day (creator of Tammy). Why was it mainly guys on girls 
comics, I hear you ask? Answer: because all the younger 
female magazine journalists looked down on girls comics 
and didn’t want to write or edit them, aspiring to teenage 
and women’s glossy magazines instead.

Malcolm was a brilliant writer of girls comics and also some 
early Judge Dredds. We started Jinty together, dreaming 
up a selection of stories, before Mavis Miller (previously 
editor of June) was appointed editor and turned it into a 
very successful comic with a strong science fiction edge. 
Malcolm really deserves a separate article on his important 

contribution to the Comic Revolution, but I only worked with 
him for a brief period, so my knowledge of his work is rather 
limited, I’m afraid. Another of his excellent Misty stories 
(Shaw also wrote the hugely popular Sentinels story) was 
Four Faces of Eve about a girl who looks absolutely normal 
but  ... Ah, but I mustn’t give the game away!  That was a 
truly awesome and scary serial. That was a truly awesome 
and scary serial with great art by Brian Delaney.

I’ve always regretted not creating Misty the way I created 
2000 AD. I’ve little doubt if I had, it would still be around 
today and it could have changed the British comics 
landscape for the better. Alas, Misty eventually died, but it’s 
still well-thought of to this day.  Many of us hope it could 
be reprinted with collected stories, just as 2000 AD stories 
have been successfully collected. And here they finally are!

Pat Mills
2012 & June 2016



Script: Pat Mills
Art: John Armstrong

Originally published in Misty issues 1-13
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Script: Malcolm Shaw
Art: Brian Delaney
Letters: Unknown

Originally published in Misty issues 20-31

THE FOUR FACES OF EVE



































































































Shirley Bellwood began working on comics in the 1950s, with her first work believed  
to be on C Arthur Pearson’s Glamour Library. She would go on to draw story pages for titles 
such as Mirabelle, Romeo, Roxy and Valentine.  Unusually, her name sometimes appeared 
on this early work, indicating the esteem in which she was held. From the 1970s onwards 
she drew for the new wave of girls comics such as Sally, Jinty and – of course – Misty. She 
created the character of Misty and drew her throughout the comic’s run.

Misty herself was based on Shirley as a young woman, and her cat Habibi based on her 
own pet cat. Shirley drew all of the covers featuring Misty and several full colour paintings 
(like the cover of this collection) that were used as pull-out posters or calendars. She also 
produced delicate line drawings of Misty that were used on the inside cover of each issue 
along with a greeting. Misty’s dramatic features, seductive stare and ethereal appearance 
set the tone for each issue and welcomed readers to her realm.

Outside of comics, Shirley was a highly respected portrait painter who took commissions 
from MPs, lords and celebrities. She provided illustrations for a large number of children’s 
books, as well as several books for the Folio Society. She trained at Leeds College of Art and 
held major exhibitions with the Royal Portrait Society. Shirley’s portraits contain a real sense 
of character and she was particularly skilled at painting children and animals, which she 
pursued further when she moved out of London in later life.

Shirley died on 1 February 2016 in hospital in Worcester, aged 84. She never appeared at 
any conventions and perhaps saw her comics work as a commercial necessity.  Yet she gave 
Misty to a generation – and beyond.

Julia Round

SHIRLEY BELLWOOD 
An unsung heroine  
of British comics





Misty party treat bonus



Misty craft bonus



PAT MILLS
Pat Mills’ writing and editorial 

career started in Dundee, 
working for D.C. Thomson on the 

teenage romance magazine Romeo. 
Later Pat went freelance and started a 

long relationship with IPC Magazines, initially 
writing for girls titles like Tammy, Pink and 

Sandy.  He was an assistant editor on Tammy, 
the publication which began the comics 

revolution. Then, with Malcolm Shaw, he did some 
preliminary work devising Jinty before moving 

over to rejuvenate boys comics. He created 
Battle (with John Wagner), Action and 2000 
AD, featuring Judge Dredd. Pat then devised 
Misty, in association with Wilf Prigmore, 
as the female equivalent of 2000 AD. He 
continued to write for Jinty and later Girl 

magazine. 

Amongst his most well known stories is 
the critically acclaimed series Charley’s 
War in Battle which has a strong girls 

comic influence. Other notable works 
include Marshal Law (for Marvel 

and DC Comics) Third World War in 
Crisis, the title series for Doctor Who 
Weekly and Dan Dare in 2000 AD 

and the New Eagle.

Currently Pat writes for the French 
market a best-selling Goth series 
Requiem Vampire Knight with 
art by Olivier Ledroit which is 
available in the UK through Pat’s 

new digital-comic publishing 
imprint Millsverse (http://

www.millsverse.com/) 
and on Comixology. 



MALCOLM SHAW
Malcolm Shaw began his career in journalism 

with D C Thomson, Dundee, in the mid 60s. He 
became chief sub editor on Red Star Weekly before he 

left in 1968 to work in London. For the next four years 
he worked at City Magazines on Men Only, Parade, Go 
Girl and Provincial Press Features as a features writer. 
He also wrote comedy sketches for an agency. He went 
for a job as editor of Romance and My Story and the 

interviewer asked him to spell “mantelpiece.”  
He spelt it correctly and was given the job.  

In 1972 he joined the Girls’ Adventure Group at 
IPC Magazines, subbing and writing on various 
comics and Mates, teenage romantic fiction. 
He became editor of the revamped Mirabelle 
in 1977 and stayed with the paper until 
it folded. In 1979 he became freelance 
working on Girl, Tammy, 2000 AD, Princess, 
Tina (Holland), Saint (Sweden), Jackie, 
Blue Jeans and Misty. He was probably 
best remembered as editor of Misty – 
a popular girls’ mystery comic which 
proved popular with all the family.  
Malcolm wrote many Misty stories.

In 1980 he moved to Barcelona for a 
year with his partner and two sons. Many 
of the artists who worked for the girls’ 
comics e.g. Blas Gallego, Jose Canovas, 
Santiago Hernandez, Rafael Busom, 
lived in Barcelona and they became 
firm friends. He returned to London in 

1981 and shortly before his death he 
was helping develop BEEB – a new 

children’s magazine based on BBC 
TV programmes – for Polystyle 

Publications.  

He died the day before 
his 38th birthday.

JOHN ARMSTRONG
John Armstrong worked extensively on girl’s 
comics throughout the seventies and 
eighties, including Misty, Bunty, Tammy 
and Girl’s Crystal. Having learnt his 
craft while serving in the  British army 
overseas, he returned to art school at 
Constantine College in Middlesbrough 
where he graduated in Intermediate 

Arts & Craft. 
 

Best  known for illustrating the 
gymnastics-based strip, Bella in 
Tammy, Armstrong also drew a comic 
based on the popular children’s school 
drama Grange Hill for Beeb magazine.

BRIAN DELANEY
Brian Delaney was a regular 

contributor to D. C. Thomson titles 
including (Buddy). Hart to Hart, 
Grange Hill (Fleetway) 80’s 
annuals, TV Tops and The 

Professionals.
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MOONCHILD
Like her grandmother before her, Rosemary 
Black has discovered that she has the power 
to move things with her mind. A crescent 
shape on her forehead marks Rosemary as 
the Moonchild. While her jealous mother 
forbids her to use her new found abilities, the 
actions of a school bully push Ms Black closer 
and closer towards temptation and revenge. 

THE FOUR FACES OF EVE
Eve Marshall develops amnesia after an 
accident. Unable to remember anything about 
her past and haunted by nightmares involving 
the tragic deaths of three other girls, Eve sets 
out to discover the chilling truth of who…or 

what she really is.
These eerie encounters are brought to you 
by Pat Mills,   John Armstrong, Malcolm 
Shaw,   Brian Delaney and, of course, your 
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