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In The Underfoot: The Mighty Deep, H.A.M. has 
been hired to save their badger allies from dangerous 
flooding, but first they’ll need new recruits. Only the 
best of the best can join the ranks of H.A.M., and the colony’s most 
ambitious young hamster pups compete for their chance at glory and prestige.  
Those who succeed, however, soon discover that life outside the burrow is not the grand 
adventure they imagined, but instead find a land of deadly threats and conflicting  
stories about their origins.

Combining heroic battles, dark mysteries, and heartfelt friendships, The Underfoot: The 
Mighty Deep is the beginning of an epic sci-fi trilogy chronicling the animal kingdoms left 
to rise and fall in the absence of humankind. When the hamsters learn the truth about 

their past, will they find the strength to overcome 
the forces aligning against them, or will their tiny 

horde be wiped from the earth?

It has been untold years since the Giants-That-Were disappeared, leaving behind 
the animals forever changed by their strange science.  Now, granted the gifts 
of intelligence and self-awareness, the valiant Hamster Aquatic Mercenaries 
struggle to keep their horde alive in a dangerous new world.





To my dad, who set my moral  
compass with his every word and deed.  

I still get lost from time to time, but each step  
in the right direction is because of him. 

–Ben Fisher

For Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman, 
true inspirations and friends; 

For my family and all who support me in my endeavors;
And for all the tiny creatures I have loved.

–Emily S. Whitten

To Adrian--my partner, my pillar,  
and the calm to my storm.

–Michelle Nguyen 
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BEN FISHER is an attorney and author whose work spans a 
broad spectrum of genres and subject matter, but always with 
an underlying thread of humanity (and a bit of his trademark 
dry wit). 

His father, a recipient of the NAACP Humanitarian Award, 
helped ensure that a thread of optimism was woven into even 
Ben's darkest tales, while his mother first set him on the story-
teller path by giving him the Dungeons & Dragons "red box" while he was still in  
grade school.  

He writes and performs “geek-centric” music under the name Tesla Deathray Survivors 
Anonymous, and his first album, This Is Canon, was released in 2017. 

EMILY S. WHITTEN is an attorney, fiction writer, pop culture 
journalist and host, and media personality who also occasionally 
runs genre conventions. She has published columns and 
webcomics with the likes of ComicMix, MTV Splash Page,  
Reelz.com, and Movers & Shakers Unlimited, and has had 
recurring appearances on the Fantastic Forum radio and TV 
shows and the podcast Made of Fail.  

Emily co-founded The North American Discworld Convention, and continues to assist in 
its management. She resides in the greater D.C. area, and in her copious spare time, she 
enjoys crafting and looking after her tiny hamster. 

MICHELLE NGUYEN is an Eisner and Ignatz-winning 
illustrator and comic artist based in Portland, Oregon. She 
studied fine arts at the University of Puget Sound and 
Portland State University. She has previously contributed to 
The Misadventures of Grumpy Cat and Pokey and the  
Elements: Fire anthology.

THOM ZAHLER is a comic book creator and letterer. He 
created the Line Webtoon hit series Warning Label as well as 
the Harvey-nominated Love and Capes, Long Distance, and the 
time-traveling wine comic Time and Vine. He also writes and 
draws for IDW’s successful My Little Pony series. He has lettered 
for numerous companies, including Warner Brothers, Claypool 
Comics, Antarctic Press, and more.
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