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To my dad, who set my moral
compass with his every word and deed.
I still get lost from time to time, but each step
in the right direction is because of him.

-Ben Fisher
For Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman,
true inspirations and friends;
For my family and all who support me in my endeavors;
And for all the tiny creatures | have loved.

-Emily S. Whitten
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and the calm to my storm.
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I HavE
BUSINESS TO
PISCUGS,
HAP.

WE'LL
PISCLSS 1T
LTEEPE. ANP I SWEAR BY
EWISETE ANDP ALL THE
EHAN TS -THAT-WERE,
THIS HARP BETTER BE
IMPORTANT.

Just
fhie ness. WE kezp
; Al CuR ENTRANCE
HIPDEN FOR A
RELEEN,
MELL.

> 4 IN FAIRMESS TO THE
CHT 50 SOME %) ! EUILTY PARTY-- HHOHEHER
CTHER CLUMSY K _ THAT MaY BE--YOLR
OAF TRIPPED THE i CONTRAPTICNS ARE RATHER
WIRE AN WOKE THE Vi /e PIMINUTIVE.
WHOLE BURROWT i
IN POINT OF FACT, 15
THE HERY REASON T'M
HERE. WE HAVE NEED OF
YOUR CETE'S.., &M@E
SERVICES.

f I HAD A SEFLNG
] YOU WERE GOING T
S4Y THAT.

HAMSTERJAQUATIC
MERCENARIES




SORRY TC
CALL A MEETING
AT THIS HOUR,
BUT I FISURER
EVERYONE WAS
ALREAL,

ANAKE,

THE FROCK WANTS
WHAT CUR CLIENTS
AALRAYE WANT: HELP. IT
SEEMS FLAT-TAILS BUILT

INCLUZ?ING THE

PUPS. THEY'RE GOING

T BE MSELESS
IN THE WATER
TOMORRCW,

A PAM ON MAR DUCKS

RIVER.

SOT HIS
HOME S FIVE

HUNPRELDR WHEELIES

TELL THAT
LUMBERMNSG
SFRACK TD
WATCH His
STEF; HAR,

AS MUCH A5 T LEVE
ANY CHANCE TO LIGHT
A FUSE, WE LOST OUR
ONLY TRAPSHITH ON

THE WASHBEARS
MISSION.

AW, THE BiS
FELLA CANT
HELF IT.

WHaT'R
HE WaNT
ANYWA--

L WANT THAT
HAT OFF YOUR
HEAR WHILE YOU'RE
SITTING BESIPE THE
A FIRIAREH

REM'S RIGHT.
TELL HW TS
HIRE THE
COVOTES,

FROM THE BANK,

r THIS PAM 15 FA5.
[ UNLESS TS PESTROVEDR:
MELL'S WHOLE CLAN WILL

BE FLOODPEDP OUT WITHIN
THE WEEK. 1

LIKE I s4IF;

THIS PAM |5 LVESLEAL.
IT'& REINFORCEDR WITH
RELICS FROM THE
AN TS - TR T-WERE .
IT'LL NEEF TO BE TAKEN
POWN FROM THE
MHELEE,

ANP QATES
WASN'T JLET
A TRAFPSMITH.

SHE Was..,

SPECHAL,

THAT™S MY
POINT, HAP,
CATES WAaS
INVALUABLE TO
THE TEAM.

THERE'S NO
WAY TO PLANT A SiF
FOOH NSIPE THE PAM
WITHOLIT HER.




YOURE RIGHT, THE
ENTRANCE WILL BE
PUZILE-LOCKED AND
THE PASSASES FILLED
WITH TRAPS. WHICH 15--
WS --CATES'S
SPECLALTY.

WYNTON, ADD A COMPLEY
MECHANISM APTITLEE |
TEST TO THE PUPS' REGIMEN, [
WE'LL NEEP TO FINP A =y
REPLACEMENT WHO CAN /]
GET US INSIPE,

WE'LL NEVER
REPLACE HER, HAP.
ESPECIALLY NOT WITH
A PP, BUT T'LL
BRING You THE BEST

THE CURRENT'S STRONG BETWEEN Q%’ .

Us AND THE PaM,; S0 WE'LL HAVE
TO LALNCH FROM THE MEFERHNE
BF2CE, WE HAVE A LONS HIKE
AHEAD OF US, AND T STILL HAVENT
TOLED YOU THE WoaRsr S4erT.

SOMECNE'S IT SEEMS
THEY PO NOW. 5O
WE'LL NEEF OUR

WE ARE THE LWEBEREDOT
Sl L ER THAN THE SIANTS'
OTHER CHILPREN. WITH THINNER
HIPES ANE SHORTER CLAWS. YET
WE HAVE SLRVIVER BY TRAFING
THE UNIQUE SKILLS WE S22 HAWE
FER FAVORS FROM OUR LARGER
FLIR BRETHREN.

LUF ASAINST A :
SALENE: T ) THE JOB SoWE.
GET T' WEAR \

THE FLAT-TAILS
RECRUITED AN
EASLE.

WEAR WHATEVER
YOU'D LIKE,
BUDDY; JUST GET

WE CANNCT AFFORE TO
FISRUFT THIS BALANCE OR
LOSE A SINGLE ALLY; SO WE
WILL ACCEPT THE MISSION,
FEATHERS OR NO. |5 THAT
LNPERSTOOST

YOU MEARS THE
MATRIARCH. THE
SANTS-THAT-WERE LEFT
THE WORLE IN OUR
PANS. LET'S PROVE WE
PESERVER IT.

EISMHISSED.







T WASN'T
MAC'S FALILT.

ANYONE ELSE
HAVE SOMETHING
adl T APDT
sy

\ HOW ABOUT
1 LITILE SEcRsrs
i Yo WANT TO
SHARE WITH THE
cLASS?

3

B

VOU, BECKT ANY |

WAAT WAS
THAT; LITTLE
ONET

IT WASN'T
HER FALILT, TORI
ANP AM] WERE
HAKTING FLN
OF HER, ANP
THEM--

RUEY, Do viou ¥ A FdITLE-
KNOW THE ONLY THEL, 50
THING I LIKE POULL BE
LESS THAN A TAKING MAC'S
BULLYT SPCT ON THE
LPESRS
EREW.

EVERYONE IN
THE HETER FOR
TEN LAPS, THEN
REPORT TO THE
CLASSROOM FOR
A SPECAL
PROTECT.
FECKT
You LEAR
THE PACING.
ANP RUBYF



SEVENTY-ONE
Moirs wnre L R TR
OPERATION P A
LALNEH, A ECH RIS, Ty
Ty
KOG APTITUDZ (=4
e T ﬁ,&.

-.._-_i ; {- __..- _‘r 'E':—_..T = _.-:l?
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5

THEY WON'T ZdAE
ME BACK., MISTER
ELTON S4vS I'm TOS
PISRUPTIVE. BUT T
WAS JUST FiXING

THINGS! /

THAT LATER. RIGHT
NOW, WE HavE A
HERY SPECIAL GUEST
TS HELP EXPLAIN
THOSE S2XES N
FRONT OF ¥ou.




IS [T FRLE You

CMNCE FOUGHT A

CATFiSH ALL BY
YOLRSELFT

TNSIPE EACH SOX
B AN ESESHELL
£ T N
ASSISNHENT /8 T2
HETRIEVE THE
FRAGHMENT:
LNTROKEN,
WITHOLT SETTING
GEE THE TRAS "

I FORSOT WE

HAD TWING 1N THIS 1

CLASS! HAS YOUR
FELiNE
MANIFESTER
YET, OR--

POESN'T LOook
LIKE You NEEP IT;
BECK. WE'RE ALL

EXPECTING Sns

THINGS FROM

WHAT YOLL

STREMGTH

TRANING

WOULE You
RECOMMENDT

W ARE EACH
HILOING 4 SCaLE
MOPEL OF A

BN scaver PuzzLE

R4 "

ELAT-TAL S ARE
GLYTE CLEVER, ANF
THER DAHS ARE WELL
PROTECTES ASANST

INTRLPERS. "

WO HAVE
THIRES CMys. "




I WaNT TS
IMPRESS UFON
ALL OF You THE
AHPORTANEE oF

I rTREs TS
FE [T, MISTER
WYNTOMN,




HEARE ABOUT
THE MISSION,
THOUSHT You

MISHT WANT TO

= B=iNG YOUR BEST

- SHIPMASTER

ALONG.

THE CHREMICLE
IS STATIONER AT
NEVERMING POCKS,
YOoU SURE YOU'RE
READY TO GET BACK
TO TS HELAMT

BEVENTY HALRs dnTie |
CPERATION LAtweH. |

THERE
YOU ARE, HAR,
BEEN LOCKING JUST CHECKING
ALL GVER FOR THE TRIF LIME. MELL
WAS ARAMANT THAT
HE PIPN'T SET IT
OFF,

<l

e

I WAS HOPIMNG
YOU'R VOLUNTEER.
SOT A FEELING
THIS ONE'S GOING
TO BE KOLSH.

ALL THIS
LOSS... T™W

i TIRED, VES.

YOU'RE REARFY FOR
A MISSION WITHOUT
DATEST

TEAM
COMMANDPERS

PONT GET TO
SLEEP: HAP,



OO THING IF YOU CAN'T \
" YOU'RE 60 LEARN TO SWIM,
f THEBKG SMALL. RIGHT; AT LEAST STOP
[ onEs ALways TATTLETALT PRAGGING THE
W make THE REST OF US
B, MOST MESS. POWN.

: : HOW ABOUT
& ; : % I DRAG YOUR
) W FASHE INTO MY
FIGHT?

WEREE"U.‘:T YEAH, JusT 7 SHLUPERVISHING
- TRl KAV S. WHAT \ YOUR CLEANUR.
Tl iVeE TO ARE MM POING
HER, MAaC. OUT HERE
! 3 = ANYWAYET

YEAH,
o WE'VE GOT
THE FINISH FETTER
UP THEM. THINGS TS

YO KMNOW,
TECHMICALLY
WE'RE STckines
THE PEBRIS FOR
\ CAMOUFLASE. NOT
CLEANNE--

I PIPN'T NEEP YOUR
HELP IN CLASSH, BY
THE WAY. I CAN
SHFEAK FOR
MIBHELF.

THE MATRIARCH'S
i Wty LOGKING FOR
SOMETIMES T'5 A BACLEE 5
BETTER WHEN M4/ KEEP g et
AREN'T THE ONE A
SAYING [T !



BUT IF
FEAL WANT
TS HANG OUT
SHOMETIME. ..

I SUESSH
THAT'E* BE
CRLAY,
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LOCKS LIKE [T
WASN'T MELL
WHO SET OFF
THE TRIP WIRE
AFTER ALL.

IT WASN'T LLICK,
MAC PULLED RUBY
OUT OF THE Way.

THE ONLY THING
PLEEBOS SHER
Do, [T Was

MENTING.




THIR T Y RO HOLRS LNTIL
CPERATION LALNCH.

Y  RUBY
TAKE THOSE
THNES OFF

OTHER THAN
SECK, T SWEAR
THIS BATCH 1S JUST
FLOATING M4iESALLS.
AND SARELY _
FLOATING AT THAT. 4

ANYONE
FINISH THEIR
PUEITLET

SAETERS WHEN
THE LOWE R4V THAT
PROWNER THE SidATS
FALLS ASAIN, ONLY
SWIMMERS WILL

MAC, WHAT IN %
THE MAME OF
CHRRK ARE YoU
EENE WITH
THAT BOXT

CAN'T S54Y I'M
SLURPR/SES. OATES
WaAS THE BEST, ANTF
EVEN S#4E TOOH FIVE

=\ PAYS TO SOLVE [T.
m FIVE WOULP BE A

| L4ALBx THE BARGERS
WILL BE LUNPERWATER N
Al £ THAT TIME,




THAT PUZZILE
ISN'T FAIR. MINE
BROKE ToO
EASY! WHAT |E You

4 SOLVE FOLRS

ANP SET INTO

..M. WITHOUT

L ME; TORIZ

WE CollLp
JUST TAKE FELARAS.
NOBOTY CAM TELL
LS APART ANYWAY.

EVEN [F YOU &2
PASS THAT PUMB
TEST...

cee MO WRAY
ARE ANY OF »E

PLUP-SQRUEAKS
8 SETTING INTO H.A.M,

; e 4 =
AT LEAST I PON'T r THAT YOLLL
¥OU TWE CAN  EVEN KNOW = s | NEVER GRADUATE
. WHY RUEY B'-""”f"E
KEEPS can't geT i
b e I‘eﬂ RIGHT YET!
| ]

R‘u MORS BECALSE THE
mac. Jl  MATRIARCH
KEERS HOLPING
WaEAT N
RUMORSHT |

YEAHT WELL,

THYSH TIME

I'LL FROVE ﬂ’ i ~,
I'M Goor I
ENGUEH!

LOCK, T KNOW EVERY
HAMSTER WANTS 7O BE
J  AHAM, BUT ONLY THE |
VERY BESTGETTO
JOIN, W

32



THENTY -ONE HOLRS LNTIL
CPERATION LAUNSH.

FIRST ONE
TS THE FLAS
GETS A WETHELON
SEFP. SECOND
PLACE SETS A
AWCXIN THE
AL,

YOU KNOW

ALL RiaHT,
You TWO, HURRY
COWN FROM
THERE.




MAY SHE SWIM
FOREVER WITH THE
GLANTS-THAT-WERE IN
THEIR GREAT WET

O WERE EACH TASKED

WITH SOLVING A PLETLE

IT 18 THHE T SHoW THE
RESLETS OF YEUR Wage. "

WE SATHER
TORAY BENEATH
LPEEFWATER POHE
IN HONGR OF OATES.
ALTHOUSH SHE IS
LOST TO THE BPEFPTHS,
HER MEMORY
LIWVES ON.

IS5 A PAY OF
CELESRATIONS
TORAY WE ADPD A

MEW MENMBER

THIS 15 THE
NOFLEST OF
PURSUITS, H.A.M.
& THE LIFEBLOOE JE
OF OUR COLONY. A8




TR ANE

ANl ARE
YOLR SHELLS
UNBROKENT

- ey
WE NEED i bl
ANE ¥, LIKE T TOLD B LTIONS ‘f:u‘_ﬂ'rlﬁ IT.SEEII?EAK_G
L- L NOT EXCLSES. b el
MISTER WYNTOMN,
MINE WASN'T
FLHLT RIGHT,

YOoL WILL i I AM YOUR
ADDRESS ME WITH HATRARCH.
THE RESFECT -
BEFITTING MY
TITLE, PUP!

FERHARS AEXT
TIME YOU WILL APPLY

PERFORMANCE
REFLECTS OM...
ALL OF US.




BECK, THIS
COLONY HAS HMEH
HOPES FOR Yo,
FIF Mol MASTER

THE PUZZLET

I STAYER
U™ ALL RIGHT,
ANT SOT pELy
CLOSE... BUT MY
HANDS ARE--

¥ IT WAS A VALLANT
{ EFFORT. BUT WHETHER
A BODY IS 1N TWe
PIECES OR FTHWENTY,
THE EFFECT 15 THE
SAME. LNEROKEN 15
THE OMLY RESULT
THAT MATTERS.

WHAT ARE

I PON'T
KNOW. WITHOUT
A TRAPSMITH: WE
PON'T HAWE MUICH
CHANCE,

MATRLARCHT
MISTER HAPT I
DONT THIMNK YOU

UNPERSTOOD,




MY SHELL 1SN'T
BROKEN. I GOT IT
OUT WHILE WE WERE
IN CLASS, IT'S THE
FUZFLE PART THAT

WAS ALL WRONS.

SEET I
WANTER TO
SPELL H.A M.
BUT IT TOSK ME
A WHILE TO GET
IT EXACTLY
RIEHT.

« CONSRATLLATIONS
WELL, IT LITTLE OME. WE'LL
LOCHS AS |F NEER T2 PHSCUSE YOUR
WE HAVE OUR COMMLINICATION SKILLS
TRAPSMITS LATER; BUT FOR NOW...
AETER ALL.

THE BAPGERS WILL

BUT
SHE CAN BARELY
S WIS

WYNTON'S
RIGHT. SHE may’

LOSE THEIR HOMES
WITHOUT OUR HELF.
ANP WE CAN'T HELP
WITHOUT A
TRAPSMITH.

BE SMART, BUT
HER O74ER
SKILLS...




e B ey . 1/ THE TRAP SHUT
EMTHER! _ i LIS E wHen T ReasHED
IN; AN T KNEW IF

I LET 80, THE

SHELL woulLP

OF ALL THE
HEERTINENT--

You PIPNT

SOLFE THE PUZILE,
MAC, N FACT, ¥OU
SOMEHOW MANASEDR TO
PO THE COMPLETE
CFFOSTE.

BUT YOUR
HEART WAS
BEATING N THE
RUSHT PLACE,

BYEL BORN Y AND MAYBE
52&?:&5#5:#? b THAT'S EXACTLY

WHAT WE
MNEEL.




I'LL

KEEP HER SHAFE, T

MISHTER HaP. I
PROMISH.

UNFER THE GREAT
WIFE, WE ARE &LL
ESESHELLS, IT'S TALLIS'S
JOB AS AEGIS TO PROTECT
THE H.A.M. S0 WE CAN
CONCENTRATE ON OUR BUT RUBY'S
MISSION. SlET IS 50
ESSENTIAL TO THIS
MISSION THAT IT
NEERS SATRd
FPROTECTION. LIKE
WHEN YoU SHIELPER
HER FROM THE
WEASEL'S
ATTACK,

THEM THIS
MEETING IS
ACTOLENES,
WE LEAVE AT
BLNEEE,




GPERATION
LALNEHA,

STAY LOW
AN FAST.
YOU'LL BE
FIME.

WHATEVER YUl

TWS ARE TALKING
ABOUT, CUT 1T
CUT. [T'S MAKING

2t

I'LL TAKE POINT. EVERYDOME STAY
CLOSE ANP TRY TO KEEP UP. IT'S
TWE THOUSAND WHEELIES TO THE
NEVERHNEG POCKSE, ANP I PON'T
WANT T2 BE LINFER THE SREAT WIFE
ANY LONSER THAN NECESSARY.

SO HOW WE'RE
BRINGING T
PUPST WHAT
WERE YOuU
TAVARIN ST

IN CASE YOU HAVEN'T
NOTICER; WE'RE STROLLING
UNPER THE SREAT WIFE WITH
PACKEDR EXFLOS/IES ON OUR
BACKS., ANP THERE'S ONLY
ONE PROPER WAY TO FEEL

EVERY TIME T
WAKE LIF, THE
FIRST THING I
GEE |15 QATES'S

I WON'T LET
A MISSION
ENF THAT way
AGAIN.






DIFFERENT THAN
PEERIS PUTY.
SHAME SHTUFF
ALL ARSUNE:
JUSHT M A

1 EEVE WE"
BELIEVE WE'RE PIFFERENT

REALLY LEAVING
THE BURROW.

LAST TIME WE
B HAR PEBRIS PUTY:

GET A MOVE ON;
BOTH OF YOU. THIS
PLACE 15 Loy
WITH SCALES,

"/ OH, THERE
ARE THINGS WORSE
THAN SCIEES N
THESE WOOES,
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CHAPTER TWO




YOU May
FISPENSE
WITH THE
FORMALITIES,
BASIE.

&

LLCIANA™
I5 FIME.

BUT THERE'S A
PROBLEM WITH THE i3
EMEFFCES. :

YOLU'RE BLSY
COORDINATING THE
SEARCH FOR BECK, ANP
I WOULDPN'T NORMALLY \ | e
REGQUEST A PERSONAL i ‘“1? BUT vou REALLY
VISIT. . ; | sHouLE sEE THIS
. . FOR YOURSELFE.




I PON'T KNOW
IF WE ERREL IN OUR
CALCULATIONS OF SIMPLY
MISTUPGEP REGROWTH RATES.
BUT EITHER WaY, THE SITUATION
I5 GUICKLY BECOMING 1
CRITICAL.

KEEFING THE IT POWERS THE
EMEFFCEE ACTIVE . ENTIRE BURROW.
ISN'T P THENAL [ /s, 5 i I PONT HAVE TO

/ TELL You WHAT WILL
HAPPEN IF IT
FAILS.

THAT'S
EXACTLY WHY I
BROUGHT You POWN
HERE; MATRIA--
LUCLANA,

ANDP SINCE
IT'e BEEN A WHILE
SINCE YOUR LAST VISIT,
ON BEHALF OF ALL THE
EMEFFCEE OPERATORS,
LET ME BE THE FIRST
TS SAY..,







THE EMEFFCEE THRIVES,
PROVIPER WE FOLLOW THE

INSTRLUCTIONS LEFT T2 US BY THE
SIANTS-THAT-WERE. IN THECRY: IT
EENERATES ENOLIGH POWER TO KEEP |
OUR BURROW SEALEDR LINPERWATER
LNTIL THE LONG RAIN RETURNS.

OF
¥ GLOWSHROOMS.
T KNOW., WHAT T

THAT'S THE

HARVESTER ALL i
GLOWSHROOMS WITHIN -
TRAVELING [PISTANCE, P
AND OUR LUSASE NOW [ %
CUTPACES THEIR

OUR SUPPLY 15
PWINPLING RAPIPLY.
IF WE PON'T FINT A

WAY TO INCREASE COUR
HARVEST RANGE

SOON, THE HEART

WILL F4E.

WE REMAIN UNABLE TO
REPLICATE A SUSTAINABLE
GLOWSHRSOOM ENVIRONMENT.

ANP THE EMEFFCEE |& :
ALWAYS HLINGRY.

AN S
_:“- THEN FOCLIS ALL OTHERWISE, 1}
OF YOUR EFFORTS r m WE'LL BE LEFT -'_i{'

ON A SOLUTION,

WITH ONLY ONE







L7 e T






IT WAS UNWISE Y
TO PASS THROUGH

MY TERRITORY; \

LITTLE ONES.

YOoU SEVTE
FINISHER ¥




IENORE
THE NINE-LIFER.
SASTIAN LOVES TO
SCARE THE NEW
RECRUMS.

BUT HE'S ALL
SHARL AND NO

COULP WE
TROUBLE YoU FOR
AN ESCORT TS THE

HEVERMING

POCKST

[ cineH vous
SAPDLE







LET'S THE
FINDP A PLACE NINE-LIFER CAN
TS SETTLE GO "TIL SUNRISE,
SO0N. BUT THE REST OF
L5 NEED SLEER.

MISHTER
TALISH,; SHIRT
IF WE'RE
TAKING A

VOIT

I THINK RUBY
WOULE JUSHT ASH
SHOON SHTOP
HERE.




s

i

I kNOW
YOU WERE JUSHT
KIFPING, BUT MY
OB |5H TO KEEP

RUBY SHAFE.

EVEM FROM il
/S BLLLESH
LIKE YOu.

THAT'S APMIRABLE,
MAC, BUT THERE'S NO
NEEDP FOR INSLLTS.
BASTIAN WOULEP NEVER
HARM LS, OUR KINFS
HAVE BEEN ALLIES

PO you
EMOW THAT STORYT
MAYBE IT WILL HELP

You SLEER.

SINCE THE LONS RAIN.

60

YOUR EYES
HAVEN'T LEFT
YOUR FRIENP

SINCE WE
MET.

ARE
You STILL
NERVOLS
ABOUT My
LITTLE
JOMET

T



AT THE START: ALL CREATURES WERE
WILE FPLEEROS--FUR, FiN: FEATHER,
SCALES, ANP SOUIES ALIKE, BEFORE
THE LONG RAN WASHELS AWMy THE

.,l' q

EHANTE-THAT-WERE.,

| 2

i : _

i g 7 '-';

| '._," o i

< —
-
—
Y

ik

S WE WERE

FLESSED WITH LONS
LIVES, STRONS LUNSS
T HOLE QLR BREATH.. " [

ETER THE LONS
AN FELL: LR
NOELE FOUNFER,
CHERK, LEP LR
KNG T2 EREECOM. "

iy

B s

N -

BT THE GHANTS
FORESAW THER
CHN POSM. ANE
N THEIR WisEPOH
GAVE LS, THER
FVERES ONES,

NG THE

NTELLISENCE TO WSE

THE TOOLS T
SURVIVE. "
|
X
=
e
W)
N
F

THESE SIETS.~




EVERYONE

KNOWSH THEM.







Im .
SHCAREDR OF

TAAT,




ah . I
N _ >
\y
% _.?
i =t
1) 2y .-_;’2
;!;,!1. )f:\#
A A
A
Ve
T
('"F:\-—_‘“\ /-‘f -d‘_\- (
il o r\-.\a.‘!\.
”5555655«,5555 4 =
l""'_lu-

TOUCHIN'
SSTORY, 'CEFT ¥A
LEET OUT SS0OME
A THE JUICIER
PARTSS.

SSPEAKIN
A WHICH, WE'VE
BEEN HEARIN" A
TALE OF FUR
RSAMINT WHERE
THEY DON'T :
BELONE. AND T'&6 JUST
THAT SSTORY, FULEL A JUiCy
WELL... PARTSS.

==

-"Cg:



BASTIAN




I CAN
FEEL THE AIR
== FING
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’ EEN FUR'S
S5SSUPERIOR.






AL

|':.
f
-
ke
[
)
P
f‘ YOUR SRIP
£ WILL WEAKEN 55500M
ENOLUIGH, YOU SSSHOLULDP
HAVE CHOSSEN LESSS
HELPLESSS FRIENPSSS,
ANP LESSS
THessTy.

0

L

I PON'T
KNOW ABOUT TASTY:
BUT ONE THING WE
PEFNTELY ARE

NEOToa.

wlS
HELPLESS.

)






NICE WORK, TEAM.
BUT WE'LL MEEP? A N
SPOT TO BEP POWN.

ALWAYS AE BACK, US
WITH EATER NUMBERS.

WHERE'RE
THE PUPSF

-




# ). .}._
|
A _
b Y
/_/ |
A -
s _ill. ..I'l."l
Il\ e | vy
£y . - ]
_'3{ =l b
X 1 - ! |
= ek
» ! ¥ .:r"ﬁ :
|1 I \
ST W )
i

WHATCHA
THINK ASSUT
BEIN' A H.AM.
S0 FART

THERE'S PLENTY
TS FEAR BENEATH
THE GREAT WILE,
RLBY; ICH 15
WHY WE--

ITHNK I

S VANT 1O S0 INTERRUPT WHAT
U I'M SURE WAS
N G TO BE A

FERY INSPIRING
SPEECH, HaP.

BUT I may
KNOW A FASTER
- Way TO RAISE
. o . THEIR SPIRITS.













 To: Coulter, C. - DOF
From: Reeves, 5. - DOJ
‘Subject: OMG have you secn this?

- Hey Chris,

I'm sare you're buried trying to coordinate the lab upgrade, but Dee sent this my way and 1 lnow how
much you love weird architecture, so 1 hiad 1o share. Some Victorian swindler pamed Whitaker Wright
wot rich selling junk mining bonds in the 1880s. He desperately wanted to fit in with the high-class
English socivty, 5o he tised his money Lo build & mansion on a 9,000 acre estate—and added a
hallroom beneath an artificial lake. Apparently, you could watch fish through the glass ceiling!
Whitaker died in prison, bt his un

{erwater infertority complex remains watertight to this day.
You've pot to see the pictures. They're wild

So forget the new patio — 1'm thinking your nexd home improvement project should be 8 mat-cave
under the swimming pool.

See vou at happy howir Thurs.
Stove

@ 100 Wanders: The Underwater Ballroom.pdi

sarThis message may contain information that is classified, privileged, confidential, or othe
exempt from disclosure under appl -

icable low. Do not disclose withoutg
Counsel, 1 you think you have received this emaili
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CHAPTER THREE










LINKEL FiIN PONL.
YOU FLOATER PRETTY
FAR POWNSTREAM
BEFORE I CoULD GET
You TO SHORE.

oH DEAR,
I DON'T KNOW
ANYONE BY THAT
NAME, I'M BUT I £9 KNOW A
AFRAIZ, PLACE YouU CAN REST
LNTIL YOUR WOLNPS
HEAL. ;

)

BUT You
CAN'T HAVE
MY BELT.
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FAND GONE
LASSON. I HEARE AN
EX-H.A.M, NAMEDP BURL
WENT T2 LIVE THERE
AFTER A FALLINS-OUT
WITH THE COLONY.

MAYBE
HELL
APPRECIATE
ME.

THANKS
FOR SAVING ME;
GUNTHER.




N " 1 THOUGHT
¥ T THOUGHT Y YOU'D GIVE
N vou sair you ME A HEAT
8l COULD KEEP

Y MavBE I JusT W
[ wanTER TO GET you |
A Away FROM THE

M ALL To myeELE
ECR A BIT.




you a WELL,
CKAYE I HEARD NAPTIME'S

SHOUTING. OVER.
TALLIS 1S
BACK FROM
SCOUTING. NS SIEN OF
L N SCALES, OR
FLAT-TAILS, FOR
L THAT MATTER.

THIS 18
REVERMINDG POCKST
THE ENTRANCE |5
50 SMaLL...

ON OUR OWN
FROM HERE.
MINE-LIFERS
DPON'T MLCH
LIKE THE
WET.




¥ UNTIL THE
ELANTS-THAT-
WERE RETURN, [
b, OLD FRIEND,

-
1 IVES MIGHT HAVE 4
] W [PIFFERENT RECOLLECTION; -
THE CHRONCLE. BUT I WOULDPNT BRING IT UR
BIZKIT FROM THE SOMETIMES THERE'S NOT
HNURSERY SaY6 [T | MUCH PIFFERENCE BETWESN
A\ BELONESED TC B ) MEMORIES ANDP Bar /

SHPEAKING
OF WESH... WHERE
PP HE ANP THE i
OTHERSH GOF S




HEY!
THANKS FOR
PROPPING

SHE TELLS
THAT JOKE
EVERY TiHE

IN!

WE USE THE
SLIPE.

e, | PON'T
- I\ 4| L SEE WHY THIS
AR PLACE CAN'T  [B) —
s | A GET A PROPER USRI
h s ELEVATOR. ettt b
1 ' i : v
. o .f.:-:._._:
7l
o A
|}
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TALLIS, BUPDPY, MAKE
HELF IVES FREP SURE TS WEAPONS ARE
THE SHRONCLE LOAPER. |[F THERE REALLY
FOR LAUMNCH. 45 A BALPIE UP THERE IN
THE GREAT WIPE: WE'RE
GONNA NEER ALL THE
COVER FIRE WE CaAM
GET.

BECAUSE
LECKTRICHK
MACHINES PON'T
WORK WITHOUT
THE BURROW'S BUT WE'VE GOT
HEART. MORE PRESSING
CONCERNS.

I WANT »OU/ TO REST,
RUBY. ONCE WE'RE INSIDE
THE DAM, WE'LL ALL BE
COUNTING ON THAT BRAIN
WHAT ABOUT OF YOURS TO KEEP LS
MHE: MISTER = k. ALIVE.
HAPT : '

you
CAN BE HER
FLLOW,

REM, T BUT WE'VE = (= S0 THE
KNOW YOU LiKE  NEVER SEEN s OMLY THING T
To cusTomize A PAM LIKE g CAN TELL You

YOUR FIREWORKS THIS. FOR SURE...
AHEAD OF j
TIME.
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W s ratHer W
PIFFICULT T2~
Ao THE [ :




RUBY AND MAC
GRAPUATED, ANP BECK
MaY NOT RETURM, 50 I
NEED YOU BOTH EXTRA

FOCUSEDR ON YOUR
TRAINING.

NOW WHAT
WaS 50 IMPORTANT
THAT IT COULDPN'T WAIT
UNTIL RECESST

HUMPH. TWINS
DON'T LSUALLY i
MANIFEST ABILITIES _ WHAT POES
LNTIL THEY'RE LINFRECEFENTED
OLPER, BUT IT'S NOT MEANT
UNPRECEPENTEDR
AT YOUR AGE.

THE SAME |/

CPREAM!

IT MEANS YOU'RE
BOTH ON SEA-PEE
SORTING PUTY FOR
PASSING NOTES IN

CLASS, .







CLUTTER¥® THESE
BELONGEP TO THE
EAANT S =TT
HERE!

I COLLECT
THEM FROM THE
RNWERBEL.

SOMETIMES
THEY GET

OH,
NESS, I'M
LLENS



COULE ¥You AT LEAST
STAY LUINTIL THEY COME
BACKT YOU'RE A

FAEHTER; T CAN TELL.

YOU COULDP SCARE
THEM ANAY.

SORAY:

BUT I'M ALREARY
FRETTY FAR OFF
COURSE, I'VE GOT
A LST OF GROUNE
TS COVER IF I'M

SOINE TS REACH
FPANDA GONE
LASOON.

HOW CAN
HE THINK
8 THAT ABOUT
HIMSELF...

i YOU'RE
G YOUR TIME
WITH THIS STUFF,
ANYWAY. WHEN THE
GLANTS 20 CONME
BACK, THEY'LL JUST
ISHNORE YOUR
HARE WORK,

THEY'LL 54y
YOU'RE A NOBOPY.
THAT THERE'S
NOTHING SPECIAL
ABOUT YO,

" WHEN HE
HAS SUCH A
NICE BELTZ



,“:"' ¥ EVER SHINSHE
| I WASH LITTLE, I
HEARD SHTORIES
ABOUT HOW SREAT

IT WASH TO BE A

THEY WERE
TOTHLLY
TRYE!



STAY FOCUSEDR,
MaAC. REMEMBER
THAT WE'RE THE

SOMETHING 'S
WRONS. WE STHEL
HAVEN'T SEEN A
FLAT-TAIL AN THE

LNPEREOOT GREAT WIPE |15

THE MINUTE EMPTY.

WE STOP PAYING
ATTENTION 15
THE MINUTE THE
T PAW
FPROPS.

MAYBE LUCK
5 ON OUR SIFE FOR
OMCE. |[F WE CAN SAVE
THE BROCK'S HOME
ANP GET BACK TO THE
COLONY WITHOUT
ANOTHER WHISKER
TWITCH; I WON'T

DPAM SIVES ME THE

CREEPERS, WHAT'RE
LL THOSE EXTRA
BITS EVEN £FOR7 4

MISTER IVES,
IS IT TRUE THIS
USEDR TO BE
BURL'S SHIPF




PON'T BELIEVE
EVERYTHING YU

NOW GO FIND Y
SOMECNE ELSE |-
TO ANNOY.




F24T; BUREY.
IT POESN'T JUST
" TLARA

A SHIPMASTER FOR B
A REASON. T'LL
2O SOMETHING,







Bl T JusT goT BR | BELIEVE I'M SAYIN'
B HORSE. HEASS ~7 ¥ THIS, BL-'T'!-'.ELI..
] NI €




b Y
WHAT IN g I'M TRYING TO WIRE
THE NAME OF = | b= UP A SUE So0oM AN
CHRRK |5 SOING - P i WE'RE JUMPING ARDLUND
&V UF HEREZ : :




' !
WELCOMIN' COM
y 3 ONE.
I JUST GROUNPED A GNE,
Sl €| BALDIE, BUT MELL TOLD ENELLAR.

\ LS THERE WAS ONLY S B U ByBs
N S OME UP HERE. . THE. TR K

= I‘ L = . AGAIN, .,

I'P LIKE
T' HAVE A WORD
ABSUT HiS MATH.

=

Ay Pl TR

m










THE BALPPIESH ARE %
LE&VING. THEY WERE

JUSHT PROTECTING
THE [2AM,

BUT WHY WERE :
THEY HELPING THE [iis
FLAT-TAILSHT i







LET ME &
MAC! I'M PULLING

I MADE 4
FPROMISH.

THE Pam's
GUARTEDP BY FEATHERS
AND FIN, 50 SHIHMWNE

BACK THERE ISN'T AN
OFTION.

YOU LOCK
LIKE YOU CouLrR
| USE SoME







ARE YOU GOING
TS TELL ME WHAT
Was S0 URGENT THAT
YoU HAD TO STaeH
INTE MY CHAMBERS

2

BEGINNING TO PSI-LINK.
THEY'RE SdR-SEERS -
SOMETHING THIS COLONY
HASN'T HAZ [N Many
YEARS.

I KNOW YOU'RE
UPSET; BUT WE'RE
POING ALL WE
CAN TO FINDP
HiA.

W .._‘:.“ =3
{‘a’ o= ::%
e ﬁ_ﬁ . W
1 AN
12 =l =
|J,]||nl:-
WE ALWAYS KNEW
TORI ANP ANl WOULLD BE
SPECSAL . TWING ARE A

FLESS/NGE FROM THE
GLANTS-THAT--

I WNWTENE TO
CET AVSWERS.

)

BECK. HURT
AND ALONE,
SOMEWHERE
UNPER THE
EREAT WIDE. J

PO NOT LET %
ANSER CAUSE ANGRY; T'M
YOU TO FORGET CONCERNES. DPREW
YOUR STATION, ANDP NOT
JUST ABOUT




ANY
IPEA WHY IT'S
SLURROUNPED
BY SKLELST

RESPONSIBILITY 15 15 TO ENSURE THE
TO PREPARE THE WELL-BEING OF THE
PUPS FOR WHEN THE oL ony. YOU KEEP TO

|\ LOME RAW FALLS i@ MATTERS, T'LL
i ASAM.










- | r '.I
Ron — Elenination of cimafe & Mlmnﬁﬁ_‘m: 5
Eomerying deridl in e poifical ExiCon e sbuﬂd_ %
e ex? Fre_i:.ara{m TP contres o #ﬂﬁ X

; thmPngEnIc ﬂf‘:?ﬁr?a prepate for wropcted Bvents.
py use for fhosk

imate Change sa dee, eredh has diecovered 30 ) C FNEERR

The current plobal warming trend is recognized with near unanimous scientific consensas by geologisis
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CHAPTER FOUR







I JussT
CCLLEST
THE FOSSS5|LS,
SSIFTIN' THROUGEH
EM 1S A HARL-
Sdck's
JOB.

THE SQEHONEY.
WE'RE NOT S'POSER
TO BRING THAT S5TUFF
ANYWHERE NEAR THE
MNESST.

" EVERYONE KNOWSS

GOPMONEY'S CURSSEDR.

IT'S5 WHAT KILLER THE
GIANTSS,




WELL, IT wass Wi Wil 1M ) I PON'T LIKE
PEFINITELY Bap il ; S ! UL LIARS, HE KEPT
LLCK FOR THE s ' JREY SAYIN' HISS FRIEND
sermr. vou [ \ WOULD COME
KNOCKED ‘M . : =N i1 SSAVE HIM.
ARCUND REAL = AN
Eoop.

ANT ONE THING
WE KNOW FOR
SSLURE ABOUT
THE HERMIT...

HE DOESN'T
HAVE ANY
FRIENDSS.
.-.?
L
[ 1

A




WELL; EITHER
Wy I'M GLAD
YOU'RE HERE
RS

¥ You CaN TELL
THEM YOURSELF.
OME DAY SOON,
ALL THE SWIMMERS
OF THE WCORLE
WILL BE GIVEN
KEYS TQ THE
b GLANTS' GREAT
: WET CITY

IVE NEVER HEARD
OF THAT PLACE. THE
ECALES SAY THE
GLANTS ARE HIPING IN
FOUR KNOCKS LNPER
GOPMEMEY

I rale THEM
YOU'D COME BACK,
I AWEW YOU'D TRY

TO PROTECT THE
RELICS.

THE STHER

HAMSTERS Sy
THEY LIVE AT THE
BOTTOM OF THE

PEEF WELL.

PON'T WORRY:
THOUSH, THEY
PIEN'T TAKE ANYTHNG
IMPORTANT. I KEEF
THE BEST ONES
HIPPEM.

I FON'T CARE
ABOUT ANY OF
THIS JUNK.

I sHOULR
HAVE BEEN
HERE TO
PROTECT
Yo,

ANE EVEN IF ¥OU
£ THINK IT'S ALL JUNK...
WHEN THE GIANTS RETURM...
WILL YOU TELL THEM ABOUT
THiE FLACET

I PON'T FEEL &0
GO, BECK, T KNOW
YOU'RE IN A HURRY, BUT
WOULE YOU MIND WAITING
HERE WITH MET







I'P? HEARE A
REFORT THAT SOMEONE
FROM OUR COLONY WAas

WANPERING ALONE
QUT HERE.







I'M URSULA, PON'T KNOW ANY BROCK.
OVERSEER OF THE HAMSTER THE AOFPPERS TOLP Us
AIRBORNE MERCENARIES. WE'RE | THE PaM Was FLOSFING
HERE TS TAKE POWN THEIR BURROWS.
THAT AM.

I'M HAP. AND?
YoU CAN SO HOME,
BECALISE THE BROCK
ALREAPY HIREP

WELL, NO
OFFENSE,; BUT I'VE
MEVER HEART OF THE
HAMSTER AIRBORME

MERCENARIES. NONE TAKEN,

SIMCE WE'VE NEVER
HEARE OF ¥} EITHER.
I THOUSHT WE WERE THE
COHLY HAMSTERS WHO
SURVIVER THE #M/ASHTY
TREMHORS.

THE MSHTY. &%’i‘iﬁ?
TREMORS THAT SHOOK ABOLTT THE
THE GIANTS-THAT-WERE GLANTS ALL

INTO THEIR FLOATIMG WASHED ANAY
IN THE LoWE

AN

WE'VE GOT A
FPROBLEM, OVERSEESR.
CUR SCOPES PON'T
SHOW ANY TOPSIPE
ENTRANCES.

FLAT-TAILS
KEEF THEIR HATCHES
LUNPERWATER. HAVE
- ANY OF You EVEN
’ FEEN INSIPE A
S Dam BEFORE?

THAT'S MICE.
BUT UNLESS HE CAN HOLDP

HiS BREATH LONG ENOUGSH TO
SOLYE THE LOCKS: THAT
WON'T PO MUCH S000,
PO YOU HAVE A
TRAFPSMITHT

CUR TARSETS ARE UsSUALLY
MORE... ELEVATER. BUT WE'LL

FISURE IT SUT ONCE WE SET POWN.
DON'T NEED MLICH ROOM. NEIL CAN
LANE? His WHIRLY-BIREP ON AN




MAYBE NOT. BUT WE /2
HAVE TRANSPORTATION. ANE
LAST I CHECKELR; YOUR BOAT
WAS UNPERWATER, S0 STEF
ASIPE ANP LET THE
PROFESSIONALS HANDPLE

PON'T HAVE ANY
APEA WHAT THEY'RE
GETTING INTSH!

THEY AREN'T
THE ENEMY.

-
BESIDES, SHE'S WHIRRY \/__/ AND T WONT
RS T ABOUT THE THINGYS WON'T ESTHER, WITHOUT
MAKE A BIT &' MY RIFLE.
PIFFERENCE 3]

AGAINST THOSE
BALDPIES,

I'VE STILL SOT
HY SUNS.

E00P THING
WE BROUGHT
TERRY: THEN.

YOU THINK
YER BETTER
THAN MET

ARE YOU JUST

/) SAYIN' THAT TO
= SHOW OFF, BUT
YOU'P ACTUALLY
LIKE My HELPZ




BUPDPY AND?
TERRY ARE |
RIGHT, WE COULE
HELFP EACH
CTHER.

MAYBE. BUT EVEN IF WE

GET PAST THE FEATHERS: HOW

PO WE BREAK THE RPAMT WE'R

FPLAMNVES TO PULL IT APART

WITH OUR WHIRLY-BIRPS, BUT
IT's Too Bis.

ALL RISHT,
THEM. I'LL PREFP
MY TEAM.
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MATRIARCHT
IT'S TIME.

I KNOW.
THAT'S WHY

IN THE Al
REPOHT THIS 1S e i
HARDLY APLACE T B i WE CAN NAME
FINP CRITICAL i PUPS WITHOUT
SALVASE. 5 THE Al OF
e SEA-DEES,

OF COURSE WE
CAN. EYERYTHING
SENTIMENTAL WILL
BE ABANDPONEDR
WHEN WE
EVACLIATE.

I'M JUET N
REFLECTING
ON THE
PIFFICULTY OF
THOSE
PECISIONS.

CHOOSING
WHAT WE
HOLE ON




i BT TTHEY \ i H i =
LU AR L A T
A1 ! | ) SPEAKING
=T O] i oF SENTIMENT,
—oil .| T'LL MAKE THE
ANNSUNCEMENT
FROM THE

LR

; ARE You
SURET THE LICKTRICK
MASIC-NETS ARE

LOCSENING--IT ISN'T

SAFE.

IT May B2
¥ A LONG TIME
BEFCORE ANY OF
US 15 SAFE
, ASAIN, BASIE.

WE WON'T NEEP?
MASKS THIS TIME.
I MEAN, WE NEVER
NEED* THEM IN THE ROBIC
CHAMBER. BUT THE Z¥YMEY
LEVELS HAYE SOTTEN S50
LOW IN THE HARVEST
CHAMBER THAT WE PONT
HEEL THEM IN TAERE
EITHER.

T — .
[ e I '- N
THE EMEFFCEE A \Z .-’r j i‘\ AW
CONTINUES TO FalL WISl I o iy = 15
RAPIDLY. AND WE ) §Ar e Tt f\ )
HAVEN'T FOLND ANY e I e |
g, !

SOLUTIONS 1N - ! e
THE ARCHIVES. _4fiks s | 1t :"J,-. \'JI
5 I: - h‘f‘a - i .’t’d}jll ,\ &

LR R ' NV

-



I ALWAYS
FEARED THIS DAY MIGHT
COME, THE SIANTS LEFT

UsS SUCH MERSLIRAL
INSTRUCTIONS.

ANE LIKE A
FLAT-TAIL'S PUZZLE,
EACH ONE 15 AS
MHYETEROLS AS T IS
ASTELNENG., THERE'S
S0 MUSH WE STILL
PON'T LUNPERSTAND.

ATTENTION: FELLOW
COLOMISTS. THIS 1S
YOLIR MATRARCN. T
HAVE A MATTER OF
UTMOST IMPORTANCE
TS SHARE WITH You.

’ WHY PIP THEY N
BEGUEATH US STRONG

LUNGES ANE BUOYANT
FUR: YET CONTINUE TO
HIlPE THEIR WET CITY
FROM THE LIVING UNTIL
THEIR RETURNZ

ANP EVEN Mﬂ#ﬁ
FPERFLEXING ARE
THE FERHE AN
NS TIONS OF THER
RETURN, HANSING ON
THIS VERY WALL., FOR WE
HAVE COME ALL THEY
ASK, YET PESPITE OUR 4
BEST EFFORTS...

WE REMAIN
ALOVE,

I BFEAK TO YoU
TOPAY FROWM THE
SLEROW 'S KEART. A
PLACE WHERE,; PERHAPS
MORE THAN ANY OTHER;
THE MASIC HANPELR POWN
BY THE SIANTS-THAT-WERE
iS5 EVIPPENCEL N ALL
ITS SLARY.




TORAY:
THAT MAasic HAS
SALES,

THE RISING WATERS

ARCUNE YOUR PAWS

WILL SOON BECOME
A FLOQD,

BUT BEFORE
THAT QCCLRS,
THERE IS MLICH

WORK TO BE

PONE.

; LUSE THAT
WILL BESIN IN TIME TS SATHER
TWENTY-FOUR YOLIR NECESSITIES
AND BIP? FAREWELL
T THE ONLY HOME

HOURS.

WE HAVE EVER
KMOWMN.

BUT PO LINTIL THEN;
FESF4/R. THE KNOW THAT THE
HAVE SURVIVER FAR SREATER  GIANTS-THAT-WERE
CHALLENGES AND WE SHALL ARE WATCHING US

ifdﬁ'ff#&f&' T2 PERSEVERE.

FROM THEIR GREAT | "
1 ET'S MAKE
._._'_,_/ WET CITY WITH ALL | "'.I':EM .fn:’.-?c‘."#.ﬁ?.
3 LR FALLEN .
BRETHREN.




THERE'S A LO
o z PROCESS, ALL T
_;“é:ﬁﬁ *g:f B AT s WE THOUGHT MiE WERE THE
PESTROY THE WE DO, YOU REALLY ONLY PEKE”E""”T" oF
DAMT THINK MR TEAM CHRRK.
CAN SET Us
THERE?




CHRRAT THE FIRST OF OH, FOR \ FORGET IT. I
CUR KING: WHO RELEASEDR THE LOWE OF-- | [ HorE Suopy
THE OTHER FUR WHEN THE PIPN'T YOUR _ AND TERRY

LONG RAIN FELLF MATRIARCH = ——  ARE HAVING A
| G PROPUCTIVE
CONVERSATION,

YOU MEAN HSAKY:
THE FIRST OF OUR
KINP: WHO RELEASED
THE GIANTS' E¥FE-PLE
SELLM INTS THE WILDP
WHEN THE MiSHTY
\ TREMORS TORE APART
THE LANPF

e = : SOMETIMES T
SOMETIMES T [ 7aLK T' MINE IN A
PRETTY I KEEP T UNDER THE SOFT WHISPER,

WANNA |\, BECTING WHILE T

I PUNNS, I

¢ JUST... YOU EVER
WE SHOULD KEEF GET THE FEELIN'

OUR VOICES f i
\  YOU'RE BEIN
POWN. il N HATCHED?

WHISPERS,; MAYE

I'M JUST THINKIN
A SOMETHIN' THE
SCALES SAIP WHEN
THEY AMBUSHER US.
LIKE THEY &WMEW WE
WERE SONNA BE
THERE.




I PON'T MUCH & 1
CARE FOR BEIN' [

SPIER ON. ME NETHER, 8 RHYME WITH

ANDP [F ANYONE'S

WE SHOULD Pass
ALONS A

THIS COULE

BE THE BEEINMIN' il BUT ONLY
OF A BEAUTIFUL TALKIN' T2 : '‘CUZ I FEEL LIKE
FRIEMNDSHIP. THE &LN. I'VE KNOWHN yer'
ity MY WHOLE
LIFE.




BUCKLE UP,
ROCKIES, WE'RE
GONNA BE MOVING
EAST AN LOW TO
ANVCIDP THOSE
BALPIES.

KROOKIET
IT'S BEEN MORE I'LL TELL
THAN TWE POZEN YL WHEN
MISSIONS SINCE T IT'& TME TS
LIT MY FIRST BUCKLE LF.

Th
: i ."u "y
- Wy
9 BV ! .
A
i L
o
g

: M’”* 60,, ;




PILOT NEIL

REPORTING.

WHIRLY-BIRE
SEREN/TY 15 EN
ROUTE. OVERSEER,

THAT. URSULA
REPORTING FROM
WHIRLY-BIRE?

WHY'[?
WE LEAVE IVES
BEHINGT

WE'RE
OVERCROWPEDR AS :
IT I&. BUT MORE THAN THE
THAT, HE NEEPEP CHEONICLE

A SHIE TS

p SOME TME ALONE. 8 WASN'T JUST

YT HEs 4
SRIPGE T2
THE PdsT "




HELPING THE
FLAT-TAILST

'."ui YBE THEY PO

THEN HOW
Apout we |
WECONVECT

THE SAME STUFF AS
THE Pam.










NEVER FEAR,
YOUR TEAM |5
SAFE THANKS TO
THE MdHMHSTER
ANRTFORNE
MERCENARIES.

ALTHOUEH. ..
NMNNEH... YOU'RE
SURPRISINGLY HEAYY.
WHAT ARE YOUR
BONES MAPE OFT
LEART

TALLIS, GUARE ' .
THE WHIRLY-BIRP. T'S i.‘"‘
CUR ONLY RIFE OFF
THIS M ONCE WE
LIEHT THE FUSE.

REM, RUBY;

ANE M,
TAKE A PEEP
BREATH AN
FOLLOW ME.

SN, RUBY. WE -

NEEDR TO HURRY — Tl BE YOUR A
BEFCRE THE | SHWIMMIESH. JUSHT |
FIN NOTICES N HOLE CN TO ME.

BUT MY T
COME ! Sy SWIMMIES. .. )ﬁ;e_i

\\j %
— N\l A
=







OFFENSE; MISTER
HAP; BUT I'M NOT
HAVING VERY

MUCH F--




AND? WE MEE[
LieRr =]

OF... WHATEVER ALL

TAS 15,

YTE A LoT

WORSE OUT

THERE."
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NONE OF THESE
ARTIFACTS WOULP HELP
PIWERT WATER. THEY'RE

SCANNERS... IT'S LIKE
THEY'RE LOGANS FOR
SOMETHING.

STAY
FOCUSEDR, RUBY.
THE REASONS
PON'T MATTER.

WE'RE TAKING THIS
WHELE THING

ANP PO Youl
REMEMBER WHAT
HAPFENER LAST TIME
I WENT EASY ON A
TRAPSMITHT

WHAT
HAFPFENER TO
CATES WASN'T

YOUR RALLT,

DON'T TAKE IT
PERSOMALLY. HAP /
HAS BEEN TEAM BUT NOT
COMMANIER FOR HAR,
A LONG TIME,

WE CARTIES
EVERY ONE OF
THEH ON His
SHOALIPERS.

WE'VE 4LL SEEN FRIENPS
LEAVE THIS WORLDP T JOIN
CHRRK IN THE WET CITY. AND

MOST OF LS KEEF THOSE

WE'VE LOST PEEF IN OUR

HEARTS.

G0 EASY
OM THE LITTLE
OHE. SHE LINLOCKEDR
THAT HATCH IN
RECORD TIME.

NOW KEEFP Y
MOVING.




I'VE NEVER
SEEM ANYTHING ME NEITHER.
LIKE THiS. BUT IT's A
GREAT SPOT
TS SET A BiG

BOOM.

FIRST OF ALL,
WERE THE OMLY
HoA.M. ANDP I TOLP
I THINK I CAN VoL TO EDCAe,
CONMECT TO THAT THIS ISNT--
FLINNY HEARSEAR |
THE OTHER
H.A:M. WEARS.

WHATEVER
YOU'RE POING IN



9 rCo /T :
V) FasTER! 5




2 THIS; RUBY. .
JUST THINK OF IT AS 3 3
ANOTHER PUZZLE. ;
BN BUT THINK &Rkl

BECALSE, .,




I FaAE |
THIS ENP
EOES...

WE LOST MORE
GEAR THAM I THOUGHT
WHEN THE CHROAELE
SANK. I PP THE BEST
I COULDP WITH WHAT WE
SAVED, BUT THE FU&E

15 TOO SHORT.

e ZETIT--LOF

CAN ANYONE HEAR

NOT

YET. I'VE

GOT BAD
NEWS.

THERE WON'T BE
ENCLUEH TIME TS LIGHT IT
AN GET OUT BEFORE
THE BOME EXPLOPES.

MO, IT'S NOT
JUST ABOUT
THE AM/SSi0N
NOW. WE HAVE
TO SAVE THE
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M
SORRY, HAR,
WE SdiLEe. )

SUT THAT SOMETHING IN
HERE |5 CONTROLLING THE
BALDPIE. IF WE BREAK THE
BaM, WE BREAK THE LINK

ANP NOBORY HAS




WHAT %
ARE YOU
\ saviNGZ

I'M SAYING
SOME CHOICES

| ARE 4am@e; LITTLE

FOLIRE THE
ONE WHO HAS TO
TELL THE MATRIARCH
WE SANK THE
CHRONICLE.

THE THINGSH i
I'LL REMEMBER

ONE. AND SOME
ARE FERY

ANE I'M

SAYING T MISS |

SATES VERY
MLICH

ABOUT You... 4B

THEY'LL BE

REALLY o000

OMESH.

¥ DPON'T LOoK
S0 &40, REM.
I'M GETTING THE
BETTER ENP? OF
THIS PEAL.

HURRY; PUPS.
WE NEED TO GET
OFF THIS DAM,

MISHTER HAPT I
KNOW YOU sHAIP
SHOME MEMORIESH
ARE LKE BaP




) EVERVONE
Y ceT 10 THE 2
wHIRLY-BIRD! @

START MOVINY
MNEIL--WE SOT
A BALPIE

e L

TS M2 LISE.
THIS THING CAN'T
MATCH A FEATHER'S
SFEEDR,

DON'T BE MAD,
MISTER NEIL, BUT T
- D THAT YOUR
RGLE WASN'T
. PLUS, THE
WIRES WERE MESSY.
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I SAVE URSULA ANDP
) TALLIS.




ITs
QUITE SIMPLE;
REALLY:

AT HAPPENS
MNEXT Wil B
REMEMBERED
AS A MERSE
S4ORIEICE, "

BT I PREFER
T CALL /T--"

o wETRNE W
- STYLE."







TS A LT
TS TRANSPORT:
MATRIARCH. MAYBE
WE SHOULP COLLECT
ON SOME FAVORS
OWELR BY OUR
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ABSOLUTELY
N7, THE [ay WiLL
COME WHEN WE NEED
EVERY £OWE OF THOSE
FAVORS. FOR NOW;
WE'LL JUST HaVE
Toe-

I COULP
ASK YL THE
SAME THING.

ANEP T
NTENE TC.
JUST AS S00H AS
YoU TURN OFF
THAT BLASTER
CONTRAPTION.

I'VE BEEN
MATRIARCH SINCE youl
WERE A PUP, TALLIS,

T KNOW WHAT [T
MEANS WHEN A H.A.M.
POESN'T RETURN.

I WANT A FULL
REPORT IN THE

BRIEFING ROOM.
RIEHT NOW.

I TRUST
NGO ONE MINPS
GETTING 4 BIT

WET.




IT WOULE
APPEAR THE PUFFS STRANGE,
SUCCEERPER, MELL. I SEEM TO RECALL
A PISTINCT Ll OF
CONFIPENCE WHEN
THE WATER WAS AT

I “E‘:;ﬁ: OUR POORSTER

SLISHTEST
TREPIPATICN;
: LIEF.

EVERYONE
FORSOT LAST
YOU'RE JUsT YEAR!

WELL, IT'&
RECEDING NOW, &0

JusiLaTion s N RN | OSoceo

ORPER. : EXCLISE TO GATHER
THE NEIGHBORHOOD
ON YOUR BIRTHRAY.

O WHAT SAME
FI: THE PUFrs | THING THEY WANT FROM

WANT EOR THER | SFERY CLIENT--"A FAVOR
st TO BE NAMED LATER."

I PON'T KNOW WHEN
THEIR MATRIARCH WILL
COLLECT, BUT HSITEVER
SHE'S S4YING UP FOR...
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AS FOR OUR NEW

FRIENDS; PLEASE
TAKE WHATEVER YoU
NEER FOR YOUR
JOURNEY HOME.

AN PESPITE CUR I..JE'G-ES
I AM GRATEFUL FOR ALL YOUR
EFFORTS TOWARDS COMPLETING

THE MISSION. WITH S25C04L

THANKS TO OUR TRAPSMITH.

I'M AFRAIR A BROFERS
CELEBRATION WILL HAVE TO
WAIT LUNTIL A REPLACEMENT

BURROW |5 SECLRED AND OLIR
SUPPLIES ARE LINPACKED.

ABOUT THAT, T THINK
MAYEBE YOU CAN UNPACK
THOSE CONTAINERS.

LEAYE THE WHIRLY-BIRE?
WITH M2, AFTER THiS
ONE'S MOPIFICATIONS, IT
SHOULP |NCREASE YOLUR
RANSE FOR GATHERING
SLOWSHROOMS
TEN-FOLE.

50 THERE'S NO
NEEDP TO ABANDPON
THIS FACILITY.




WELL; IF YOUR TEAM'S
PIPNT WANT MAC TS BE A H.AM. BUT SHE o WAL AT HOME,; THEN I'M
SAVEDR MY LIFE. LIKE;, A WHOLE SiVew oF / s BONT WITH You.
TWES, I PON'T WANT TS BE A TRAPSMITH E
UNLESS SHE'S THERE, TOO.

ARE YOU JusT
SAYIN" THAT TO LOOK
TOUEH, BUT YoU'R
ACTUALLY LIKE ME

AT NEVERMINDG DOCKSH,
HAFP CALLEDR ME A PILLOW. I -
WASH ANGRY THEN; BUT NOW IF RUBY'SH YOUR
I REALIZSHE HE WAaSH TRAPSHMITH, THEN
REALLY CALLING ME AN ; T#f HER PILLOW.
AEGISH, LIKE TALLISH, '_ ALWAYSH,

SHOULEP WE THERE'S 50 I LIKE T&
HOLEP PANST SOMETHING ELSE. RE-INTROFLCE THE |
HAP HAR STRONS
FEELINGS ABOUT THE
NAME OF HIS TEAM,

ANE AFTER WHAT
HE ...

WE WANT
TO SHOW OLUR
RESPECT.

I MEAN; IF
YOU THINK HE
WOULD HavE
LIKER THAT.

i

S0 BE IT. AND TIME WHOEVER WAS BEHING
I THHK HE '} 15 ONCE MORE OF THE DAM'S CREATION
WOLLL HAVE THE ESSENCE. INTENPED SOMETHING FAR
RS- THAT WORSE THAN SLOCENG.
VERY MUCH. SOMETHING THAT I FEAR
: MAY SO0N THREATEN
us ALL.

I THUS PROFPOSE
AN ALLIANCE BETWEEN
HedM. ANP HAF 50
THAT WE May AP EACH
OTHER WHEN PANGER
ARISES. BUT FOR
NOW--




ANP LD, IT 155 FONE, MY FLOCK!
TAKE THISS MOMENT TO REFLECT UPON

SLICCESSST
THE RPaM 155 SLNVES,
THE FEATHERSS
ESFCAFELS: ANP

THE SQLWTY OF CUR SUCCESSS BEFORE
WE RETURN TO THE ISSLANE.

THE sHOO-FLY GOT...
EHOOES.

o YE o8 FLIESS ARE
LITTLE FAITH, FESAT FOR THE SSWATTER. THE ANE LS,
TURR. FEATHERSS SETEEAT 70 THER RETHCES
NESSTSS HIGH ABOVE THE FRAY, FOR IT 155
FORSET THEM BOTH. LAIR 485
EORE YO
- BEFORE YoU.
SSERVER TS PURPOSSE:
TS FINEG THE MOSST
PRECIOUSS FOSSSIL OF
THE GLANTSS-THAT-
WERE,; AND WASSH AWay
THE EARTH LUNPER WHICH
IT Wass BURIER.

BEACLLE! THE
NESSSTRUMNENT OF

LR SSSAL KATION!"




I'VE NEVER SEEN
A SATHERING LIKE
THIS, WEATEVERS
GONE ON; IT'S GOTTA
BE 47 IF SCALES
ARE INVOLVEDR.

THEY SaIl
SOMETHING ABOUT
AN ISLANDP. THAT'S

EONNA BE A

PROBLEM.

SPST!E
QUIET BACK
THERE!

KNOW I'M NEW
TS THE TEAM, BUT
IF HETER 15 A
PROBLEM FOR THE

MAIIN=RINEEDE.

gl

I MAY HAVE A
SLEEESTION.
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Why hamsters?

Emily: 've had pet rodents throughout life, I got my first hamster back in 2012 and she was a delight. Hamsters
are adorable, soft, and dainty. They are quick, smart, and agile. They can be tamed, with patience, and even
taught to do tricks. In spending time with my hamsters, each of them bonded with me and became my special

little friend. And, of course, they are pretty easy to care for,

I've always loved tales of small ereatures working together against the odds to suceeed—as in Walership Down,
or Mrs, Frishy and the Rats of NIMH. Like the characters in those stories, my pets have all had their own
unigue personalities, My first hamster, Ysabell Sto Hamsterlet (Lzzy!), was a sweet, inguisitive little lady. I start-
ed imagining the adventures she had when 1 was not home; and this turned into ey sharing her thoughts on
Twitter. One day, another little hamster replied to her, and a storvtelling partnership was born ..



What was it like working with a co-writer on The Underfoot?

Ben: | was nervons at first about eollaborating with another writer. Would we argue incessantly over plot
details? Would there be enough time to mansplain hamster sleeping habits?

But our process quickly became a refreshingly organic exchange of ideas offered, considered, aceepted, and
(often) discarded without ego or attachment. Our goal, always, is to tell the best story we ean, for as broad an
audience as possible.

It also helped tremendously that Lion Forge downloaded our collective consciousness into a glowing box of
buttons and coils, from which seripts are printed and delivered to Michelle. They say this is now standard
industry practice, and that we're free to re-enter our host bodies after volume three.

If anyone’s reading this, please feed my eat.



What research did you do while creating the art for this story?

Michelle: Don't worry, Ben—I'1l feed Fizzgig for you! As for the art, both before and after starting to draw The
Underfoot | watched a whofe lot of hamster videos online. [ also took a few trips to local pet stores to watch
them in action (and by action, | mean mostly sleeping). It finally clicked in my brain that hamsters kind of look
like stick figures trapped in really poofy onsies cinched at the hands and feet. This helped me with their move-
ment quite a bit,

As for other research, being an illustrator {especially in comics) means you have 1o be able to draw anything and
everything. This requires the ability to cobhle together references, and use them to turn vour illustration into
something believable and outstanding. For example: it takes multiple rounds of research and finding relevant
images when creating a scene where a large fresh-water fish jumps over a hamster-driven boal made of an um-
brella, children's toys, and a water bottle—because, let's be true, that hasa't happened in real-life. . . vet.



CREATORS

BEN FISHER is an attorney and author whose work spans a
broad spectrum of genres and subject matter, but always with
an underlying thread of humanity (and a bit of his trademark
dry wit).

His father, a recipient of the NAACP Humanitarian Award,
helped ensure that a thread of optimism was woven into even
Ben's darkest tales, while his mother first set him on the story-
teller path by giving him the Dungeons & Dragons "red box" while he was still in
grade school.

He writes and performs “geek-centric” music under the name Tesla Deathray Survivors
Anonymous, and his first album, This Is Canon, was released in 2017.

= EMILY S. WHITTEN is an attorney, fiction writer, pop culture
ﬁ journalist and host, and media personality who also occasionally
~g runs genre conventions. She has published columns and
webcomics with the likes of ComicMix, MTV Splash Page,
Reelz.com, and Movers & Shakers Unlimited, and has had
recurring appearances on the Fantastic Forum radio and TV

shows and the podcast Made of Fail.

Emily co-founded The North American Discworld Convention, and continues to assist in
its management. She resides in the greater D.C. area, and in her copious spare time, she
enjoys crafting and looking after her tiny hamster.

MICHELLE NGUYEN is an Eisner and Ignatz-winning
illustrator and comic artist based in Portland, Oregon. She
studied fine arts at the University of Puget Sound and
Portland State University. She has previously contributed to
The Misadventures of Grumpy Cat and Pokey and the
Elements: Fire anthology.

THOM ZAHLER is a comic book creator and letterer. He
created the Line Webtoon hit series Warning Label as well as
the Harvey-nominated Love and Capes, Long Distance, and the
time-traveling wine comic Time and Vine. He also writes and
draws for IDW’s successful My Little Pony series. He has lettered
for numerous companies, including Warner Brothers, Claypool
Comics, Antarctic Press, and more.
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