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For Kelly







ILLSBOROUSH'S A SAFE PLACE TO
RAISE YER KIDDVES, 50 LONG AS TUEY
KNOW TO STAY OUT O THE WOODS,
MASTY THINGS
LURKIN' ABOUT.

MOST
0" THE LITTLE
TYKES LEARN TO - SUE THINKS
KEEP AMay. E's &0T TUE
BUT ¥ £ BETTER O OL’
CMTJ{FEVOE'&GMH, BUTTERWORM.
ﬁI-I-E"EE;TD'IFFE.REHT

4 GIRL WITH "
COURSE
‘ER POWERS GOT ) ,
NOTHIN' TO FEAR FROM T“FJiE ;f; ALWAYS
Ty " BUG-A-BOO.
LIKE ME. : 00.
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oS






HEAR ME,
DARK AND DREADFUL ONES,
HORRENDOUS CHILDREN
'NEATH COLD STOME.

RELEASE THY
MOST ACCURSED 50N,
TO SERVE MY MEED AND
MIKE ALOWE .

I B0 THEE, RISE FROM SUNLESS LANDS,

ANAKEN, FIERD FROM DEPTHS UREROWK,
“_‘

e

TO REMCER FLESH
FROM BLOODY BOME,

TO FEAST 0N SORE
AT MY COMMALD,







UERE
IS YOoURS,
BELDA,




IT WAS NOW TWO WEEKS INTO THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR, ——
AND COURTNEY WAS BEGIMNING TO NOTICE THAT HER
NEW 'I'EA‘:HER Mlﬁﬁ- CRISP, H'A',‘; A DREADFUL WIME

THERE WAS WTHING WROKNS WITH THE HOMEWORK, OF
COURSE. THE COMPLEX COCKTAIL OF ENCHANTMENTS WAD
REGUIRED WEEKS OF RESCARCH, BUT NOW A BEWTCHED
BELINDA BLOOM HANDED [N TWO COPES OF HOMEWORK
EVERY DAY, ONE WITH COURTNEY'S NAME ON IT.

THE ENSORCELLED GIRL WEVER EVEN REALIEED SHE §

WAS DOING IT. AND COURTNEY WAS NOW FREE TO
DEVOTE HER FULL ATTENTION TO HER GROWING

OBSESSION, HER UNCLE'S LIBRARY OF WITCHCRAFT.

SHE HAD WD INTENTION OF ALLOWING
THIS MEDDLESOME WOMAN TO RUIN T'H'INE:S-

o couse |

IT WAS PERFECT.
BELINDA'S HOMEWORK THE IDEA
- 15 ALWAYS miﬁ_F{:‘R WU TO
EXEMPLARY. YOURSELF,
SETUALLY LEARKN
SOMETHING.

YOU THINK
BELINDA DID MY
HOMEWORK, FOR

ME? SUE DOESNT
EVEN LIKE ME.

. WU HAVE : e
: TO HAVE FRIENDS '-‘- J
TO CHEAT THAT R

WAY, 4




L. DON'T
KMOW WUAT YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT.

HOWEVER,
THERE ARE CERTAIN
TUINGS YOURE NOT
GOING TO LEARN FROM
EHM, AND YOU'LL NEED

OVER THE LAST YEAR, COURTNEY CRUMRIN HAD SETTLED
COMFORTABLY INTO HILLSBOROUSH. =SUE FOUND THAT,
GENERALLY, THE ENVIRONMENT WAS TO HER LIKING.

SHE'D MADE FEW FRIENDS AMONG THE
LOCAL CHILDREN, AND TUAT ALSO Was B8
TO HER LIKING, FOR THEY WERE NOT. [ -




WAS AT LAST
BEGINNING TO
FEEL LIKE HOME.

AND COURTNEY FELT
AN AWFUL TURILL

I THE FOREST
| f STIRRED SUDDENLY,
TICKLE HER SPINE.




WUATEVER IT WAS
SO0N PASSED BY,
BUT COURTNEY
HUDDLED 1IN THE
UNCERGROWTH
FOR AN HOUR
AND SHIVERED
UNCONTROLLABLY.

A RICH HELPING OF DREAD AND HORROR
HAD BEEN STUFFED DOWN HER THROAT.

HER INSIDES WERE STILL WRITHING FROM
THE EXPERIEMCE, AND SUE BARELY NOTICED
THE STRAKMGE MEMN ON TUE DOORSTER.




UMCLE
ALOYSIUS
RARELY HaD
VISITORS,

1 UNDERSTAND
YOUR RELUCTAMCE,
BUT FRAMKLY, MY DEAR
FELLOW, TUERE'S NO
OME ELSE WITH YOUR
EXPERTISE.

PG 1O A

e e T e T e W

HAS FAR MORE
COMFIDENCE

———

]
=25




HOPE YOUR
NEXT CHOICE
PROVES MORT

FRUITFUL.

PROFESS0R,
THEY'RE DEAD.

HECTOR
HERE 15 DOING
HIS BEST, BUT UE JUST
ISN'T EQUIPFED TO DEAL
WITH... YOU KROW...




WHEN TUEY'D SONE,
ALOYSIUS CAME TO
SPEAK WITH COURTNEY,
HE LOOKED OLD AND,
FOR TUE FIRST TIME
THAT COURTNEY
NOTICED, A BIT FRAIL,

oW
THEN, COURTREY,

COURTNEY,
I DONT WANT

BUT COURTNEY CRUMRIN, AS YOU
CAKN WELL IMAGINE, WAS TUE SORT
OF PERSON TUAT FELT SHE
MNEEDED TO KNOW EVERYTIHING,




MAKE ME
GET MY DAD'S
ELECTRIZ

VOICE DOWH,
FER

FOR SOME DAYS
AFTERWARD SHE
HADW'T ASKED. IT
SEEMED THERE WERE
SOME THINGS SUE
DIDN'T NEED TO
KMNOW AFTER ALL.

THE GOBLIN

SMILED ITS NASTY
LITTLE SMILE,




“WE GOBLINS BEEN AROUND A
LOMNE TIHE, SOME ARE BAD,
LIKE ME. S0OME ARE WORSE.

FOR HEAVEN'S
SAKE, CHARLES
YOU'RE UPSETTING

Elllll‘llli
r




ARENT
YOu A LITTLE
op-7

"BUT THIMG BOUT OL° TOMMY,
SOMETIMES YOU DOW'T MEED TO
0 MEAR THE MARL-PIT TO FIND

d YOUR \
4 FATHER HAS THME
8 HOUSE UNDER HIS
PROTECTION.




“AN IF E WANTS
YEH, "ELL "AVE

YEH. O THAT YEH

~BUT TUE FUNANEST TUIG [IL
BOUT ‘M, EVEN THOUGH E'S
A GREAT [JUGE BUGGER.~




“E'S A SLOPPY EATER, TOMMY
THIK E LIKES 'I5 MEALS T'
STRUGGLE AND SCREAM.”










N0 ONE'S EVER ESCAPED OL
RAWHEAD "W

BLOODY BONES.

“ROT OMNCE 'E'D MADE
IS5 MIND UP T° “AVE “EM




COURTHEY WATCHED TUE
WATERY LIGHT OF MORMING
SPILL INTO THE ROOM
SUE WADNT CLOSED WER
EYES ALL MIGHT.

|
LlLEN)

HER BRAIN HAD NOW
ACRUIRED & THICK
LINTY COAT. BUT AS
AWFUL A5 SHE FELT...

WHISTLING YOU
HEAR 15 THE FALL OF
YOUR GRADE POINT

. SHE COULD

H TELL TUAT
| UNCLE aLOvSIUS

FELT WORSE,

O, VEAL,
THAT Wi ALL
KOS o FUNMY,
HWASKIT T







WY DOW'T
THEY JUST LEAVE HIM
ALONEP 150'T WE TOO oLD
TO BE FIGHTING







———

WAS JUST...
WORRIED,

o,

4
\
——

FAIR TUAT THE
IMMOCENT SUFFER, IT'S
NOT FalR THAT CHILDREN

DIE AT THE HANDS OF
HOMNSTERS.

EVEM FAIR THAT OLD
MEN LIKE ME ARE FORCED
OUT OF THEIR COMFORTABLE
SITTING ROOMS AND INTO
THE COLD WNSHT, LIFE
N, |5 OFTEN EMTIRELY

| UkFaIR.




I JUsT
HOPE WE CAN FIND
THE BLOCDY THING

BEFORE IT HURTS [

ANYOME ELSE.

sy “.|| “‘

I 0ONT
THINK WE HAVE
TO WORRY ABOUT

S, THAT, WOODRUE.




BUT SHE COULDNT
SIT IW UER BED
ANOTHER MIGHT

KMOWING TUAT HER
UMNCLE WAS OUT

ALOWNE, FACING AN
UNSTOPPABLE

MOMSTER,

I IDN'T
JUST SEE
¥ou COMING
OUT THE BACK
POOR OF THAT

SUE HAD WO PLAN, AND COULD THINK OF
NGO SPELLS THAT WOULD BE OF ANY USE.

OF COURSE, SHE

HADNT THOUSUT

SHE'D BE FACING
IT ALONE HERSELF.

Do you
LIVE IN THAT
HOUSEP

O,
YE&AH, THAT
HOUSE. T WAS,
UM, ST
VISITING.




I'M
TUE OMNE
YOU KWaAT,
CREATURE

I HAVE
BEEN CURSED




ONE MORE
WILL MAKE NO

DIFFERENCE.




= .:_-... : ;
AND COURTMEY MEVER FEARED
FOR UNCLE ALOYSIUS ASall.

T RN



Chapter Juo






alab TO

HEAR IT.

-
=K

THIS
ISNT A 208,
ALOYSHUS,

THIS 5 A

KOS SUE NEEDS
ALL TUE HELP SUE
CAN GET.

I DARESAY
IF I DIDNT STEP I,
SHED END UP SKULKIG
ARDUND THAT OLD HOUSE
READING MOLDY BOOKS
AND FRIGHTEMNNSG TUE
LOCAL CHILDREN,

FLATTER ME.
CALPURMIA

SHALL WE
GRAB A CAPPUCCIUG
BEFORE CALLIMG IT
A WalT?

TOTALLY
USELESS WUEN
IT COMES TO
ANYTUING
PRACTICAL




M5, CRISP WAS WOT EXASGERATING
ABOUT COURTNEY'S FEELINGS
TOWARD HER. IF ANYTHING, SHE
UNDERSTATED THE MATTER.

ol
BEHING 1N HER STUDIES OVER
THE LAST SEVERAL MONTUS,
SHE BEGAN A STRICT REGIMEN
TO CATCH HER STUDENT UP,




I SOME WaYS, SCHOOLWORK WASK'T
MUCH DIFFERENT THAW TUE STUDY OF

PRACTICAL VALUE, ESPECIALLY WHEN |
APPLIED TO HER CLASSMATES.

WNOT TUAT SHE MADE A WaBIT OF IT, BUT
HILLSBOROUGH COULD BE GQUITE DULL OW A
SUNCAY AFTERNOON, AND COURTNEY HaD
TO GET HER ENTERTAIMMENT SOMEWHERE.




GUICK WASK'T TUE FIRST TALHIMG CAT THAT COURTNEY
HAD COME ACROSS, SUE WAS BEGINMING TO SUSPECT




I SEE. AND
YOU REALLY THIE
il SUES PRIGHT EMOUSH
B, TO LEARM SOMETHIMNG B
USEFUL”

BE., MORTAL, EVEN
YOUR SREAT UNCLE
Has MEVER BEEW
PRIVY TO OUR
GATHERIMGS.




YO MUST
EAT OF TUE PLANT
THAT GROWS I THE
SHaDOW OF THIS
TREE.

BUT BEFORE
WE COME TO THE

MUST DO, MISS
CRUMRIL.

IT WAS Al ODD REGUEST,
BUT COURTHEY Was BY
WOW FILLED WITH CURIOSITY
FOR WHAT Lay AHEAD,




SN0 S0 THE THREE OF THEM
DEFPARTED FROM TUE CLEARING
SN0 PLUMGED INTO THE
DARKMESS OF TUE WOOD.

vEAl, I
THINK I CAU SEE
A BT BETTER.

CREATURES
MALATE,




.T-r ITN‘IN""-J

-
ol
--TI_-r

b
LTV

e,

_Hh M Nﬂﬂ
£ o %‘L".




I THOUSHT
YU SAID IT WAS &
MEETING OR A COURCIL
R SOMETHIMG.

COURTMEY FELT THE HACKLES
O THE BACK OF HER MECK RISE.
THE MISUT WAS ALIVE WITH THE

FIERCE QAZE OF HUNTERS.

2, cUILD.

[ VOU'VE SUED & BIT
OF UMNECESSAaRyY
WELSIT.




YOURE RISKING

COURTMEY WaD WEVER SEEM
SUCH A CAT. HE wWas HUGE

AN SCARRED A5 THOUGH
FROM A THOUSAND BATTLES.

HE LOOKED A5 IF HE
COULD GIVE A FAIR
FISHT TO A TIMBERWOLE

MIDANGHT S
CHILDREN DO NOT

SLADLY QATUER IN
THIS FASHION, UNLESS
SOMETLHNG OF GREAT
E

WIEW L.ﬂ.u.' LY
BE HaD FROM T_ﬁﬁ_

SOME OF HIS SCARS, COURTUEY SAW,
WERE FRESU, MOST ABLY TUE OME
ACROSS HIS LEFT THE REMANMIS
EYE WAS STILL BR AND KEEM, AMD
GAZED PIERCINGLY AT TUE ASSEMBLY.




A5 OME, TUE GATUERED
IMALS LOWERED TUED K
IN RESPECTFUL SADMESS.

HE MLUST UNTIL
YESTERDAY,
I HELD TUaAT
& LEADER DISTIRNCTION.
MUST LEAD BY
EXAMPLE,

f EED
TWO GO0D EYES,
AND T SHALL QALY
EVER SEE ASAI

OUT OF QULE.

( vou st seLect )
\_A NEW LEADER.




SUDDENLY THE LABYRINTLHNE BRAMCUES

WERE ALIVE WITH THE WLISPERINGS OF
CATS. TUE SOUND CHILLED COURTMEY

TO THE BOKES. OWE WORD SEEMED TO
ECHO THROUGH THE ASSEMBLY.

IT"S GOWG
TO BE A CLOSE THING.

BOO 15 WELL REGARDED,
BUT

MITTENS 15
DEADLY,

DEADLIER
THAW I, THOWSEU
I'M FAST AS
MY KAME.

MITTENS, GRAY A%
MO

OOMUIGHT, WHICH
SEEMED TO PASS
THEOLUEH HIM
LEAVIMG M ALMOST
INVISIBLE, BUT FOR
LS WHITE PanS.

COURTNEY TRIED
AGAIN TO PICK
HiM OUT OF TUE
DARKMESS,




NoT
5TRM1E leIF'LEn.‘-N«.IT

TUE HUNT BEGINS
TOMNSUT. VOU, WHD WOULD
BE LEADER, MUST KNOW TUAT
TO RULE A SIASLE CAT, MUCH
LESS ALL CATS, I5 AN
[MFOSSHBLE TASK,




YOU BT
THAT CREATURE OMCE
CALLED 1N THE ANCIENT
WORLD "ELLYLLOAL"

RETURN
WITH THIS PRIZE
SO TOMORROW
THE PRIDES WILL
BE IN YOUR
CHARSE,

W=l SR,
1 w.ﬁﬁm]‘t(_;l_ﬁT SORT
Y ) _
£ WOT EAGER
| FoR THE MawT, )
W I SEE. S

-
g

‘)

WITH BOO, T SMELL
WM Ol YOU. A FIUE
AMMAL




I'M SADDENED,
FOR ALL WILL SUFFER
UNDER WIS RULE.

I'VE SEEN
MALY SHILLED
HUNTERS [k MY
MISHTS UPOW TLIS
EARTH. BOO 15
OME OF THE

e BEST.
up TO ME, I'D HE WOULD
MAHE LU A5 MY MAKE A GREAT
SUCCESSOR, LEADER,

BUT YOU THIRK
LEADERSLW MITTENSLL
MUST BE EARVED, BEAT Himr
IT'S THE OULY Way
TO PRESERVE THE
RESPECT OF
OUR KID,

BETTER
MOVE FAST, |
Of YOU'LL

SEE MOTHING,
AND YOUR

JOURMEY

WILL BE

I AN,

SUDDENLY COURTNEY FOUND
HERSELF PLUMMETING TO THE
EARTH. 1N A PANIC SHE TWISTED
ROUND TO SEE THE GROUND
COMING UP TOWARD HER,




WITU UER CAT EYES, SUE S4W TUE FOREST

AMEW. EACH RAY OF THE MOON ILLUMINATED

THE TREES WITH A FROSTY BRILLIAKCE. OF
THE OTHER CATS TUERE WAS MO SIGH.

YET SOMETHING PROPELLED
HER FORWARD; A COMPELLING
SENSE WHICH LED TO BOO. HiS PREY MUST
HAVE BEEN CLOSE,
BUT SHE COULDAT
AS YET SEE IT,

WHEN SHE
FOUMD HIM, HER
MEWLY ACGUIRED
INSTINCTS HELD
HER SILENT. UE
WS PREPARING

TO SPRING.




THEN, LIKE 4 TRICK OF THE “,IE %ﬁ‘fﬂ%’ﬂﬁﬁf
LIGHT, MITTEMS' SHAPE LIGUT 1 THUE UNDERGSROWTH...
APPEARED AMOMNG THE BUSHES,

WIS BODY WAS CLEARLY
TEMSE A5 A BOWSTRING.

«BLIND TO ALL ELSE,

WHAT TUE
DEVIL ARE ¥OU
PLAYING AT?




== N,

ELTED \

INTO THE INGUT,

YES, BUT
NOH UE'LL MORE
EASILY SMELL

SHOULDNT
YOU BE TRYING TO
CATEH THE THING

YOURSELET 4

JUST A5 SUE

oW,
HEARD STRAKNGE
NOISES

TMES
ONCE -d.-nJJI-J

FORTH, +'o-u|-:'|:~ VISIBLE FOR
MORE THAN A SECOND, HAD
BEEM SILENT UP TILL KOW.

o]
THEOUGH Tl.iE 'ITcEP'j

THERE,
DO WO SEE
TUE TRACK™




COURTREY TRIED TO SUPPRESS
S5 WERE OM ED3E.

THE HUGE MEN CRASH OFF
TUROUSH TUE BUSHES LIKE
ELEPHANTS. COURTHEY KMEW
THUAT SUE'D LEAD THEM REGUT
TO THEIR GUARRY, AND DIDWT
FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT. HER
INGLISITIVENESS UNGUENCHED,
SHE RESOLVED TO FOLLOW

! THE FOREST
IS5 FULL OF CATS
TOMIGHT, BUT THAT'S
THE FIRST OME
IVE HEARD,

SOMETHING
STARTLED IT,







MEET IT

FLUNG
INTO THE




WaAS SWEET AlD
MUSKY 1N HER
MOSTRILS, AND
BEFORE LOWS
SUE FOUND IT...

COURTNEY KNEW
SHE HaD LESS THaM
A SECOND TO ACT.
SUE TURMED A0
DASHED AT THE
HUNTER, LEAFING
T THE ATTACK.







I nr—

KNOW
WHAT ¥YOU WERE
HUNTIRG.

s
| PAST YOUR




I'll-lrEi.'l COURTMEY RETURNED

THE T THE CATS
HaD GATHERED Acall. BOO
Lay a."- = ORi- ] Ul

THE

CLAW THAT

DOES NOT SLAY ME
:!TR'EJ‘AE

YET HE'S MOT A5 WISE
AS SOME MMONG US.
UE FORGOT, OR NEVER
LEARMED, TUAT THE
ELVEN FIRE LURES:



A HUNTER
MUST BE WISE
I THE Wavs OF

HIS PREY.

CERTAINLY
TUE FASTEST. J

I HER PAWS, STILL STRUSSLING,
WAS A I0US CREATURE, SUCH
COURT




"NOW I'M SOMA GET IT,” SHE
THOUGHT, [MAGINING THE
HUKDRED DANGEROUS TUINGS
SHE DID THAT MIGHT.




BUT
THERE'S SOMEOVE
LERE WHO'D LIKE TO
THAKK YOU PROPERLY
FOR YOUR BRAVERY
LAST MeEHT.

COURTNEY,
THIS IS5
SRARTOW.

HELL
BE STAYVING
AS MY SUEST
FOR A WHILE

- .l'.l-f_l'j’_fl‘.‘l




Chapter Three
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MADAM HADKED,

BUT TUEMW, &5
HEARD, =4

DUST COATED
EVERYTHIRG







SHE HAD )
SUCH PROMISE,
& GREAT FAMILY, &

=
Whwo b
S

% -
LTS

T i

BECALISE

I UAVE TUE
CREATURE
URNCER MY

VOU ASK ME




THE TWO WARLOCKS WERE
INTERRLUPTED BY THE
SOUNDS OF COMMOTION
FROM THE FRONT YaRD

J I TRUTH, MO WITCH o2
WARLOCK WAl EVEN SEEW
MADAM LARKEN I YEARS,

ANG MOST UaDb WEVER
SEEN HER UP CLOSE

B ',' IT.“ - N
ol =

all

i
:II—I —  —




), <A

fl
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e
/ :\]\* ﬂ Y >

?,

G TTII..U." MV

.-

WERE GOIMNG

TO SEE THAT
MOWUSTER DEAD,
WO M '-'L

BEI'-"EP
CELIVER TUAT
BEAST OVER







HECTOR,
bID YOU LET
THESE PEOPLE

ISIDE?

HER O WIT ETY
DROPPING BY TUE SECOMD.

vOUMS LADY, RO
THAT WA= A VERY |
FOOLISH THING [
.-'I
(HLEE
o
|

I HaD MATTERS
WELL 1N HalD, YOu
COULD WAVE BEEN

TUEYRE STILL  J
PEOPLE.







m}-r HESTATE
TO GET OUT,

)

WOU TO IWAVOLVE
YOURSELF IN THES
MATTER.




WHAT [
VoL BROW
SARRL

THEY 54l 'E WERE
OUCE A MORTAL clILD
TAEN BY TUE KIMOLY OUES

BETTER WAVE &
LOOK AT HER

WOBO0Y
GETS N THERE
UKLESS TUEY

LET "EM

ME I!-I THE HOODS
3




IF '
G0lMG TO BE
PART OF TUIS, YA

AL READ
IT I FROMNT OF
CLASS, JUST LIE
EVERYOUE ELSE.

TS ST “

THUAT YOURE ALWAYS
Sdvilid I NEED TO LEARN

ABCUT PRACTICAL 4




ELADLEY WALL WAS OME OF THOSE BiG BLAMK
BUILDINGS WITH WO OBVIOUS Sicl OR LABEL,
ANC ORE NEVER SEES AMYOLE ENTER OR
LEAVE, IT Was THE S0RT OF BUILDING THAT
OHNE SIMPLY IGHORES, BECAUSE IT"5 BEEN
THERE FMNCE BEFORE ANYOWE Al REMEMBER

By o

~ 1N

COURTHEY HAD PASSED THE PLACE EVERY

SUST TEIRS
f MY STUDENT Ol A

TOUR, WE WOMI'T
ANYOME. SLIE WANTS TO
SEE THE HALL OF
WOWDERS.




URCLE
=| ST THE QLY
WICKED INFLUEROE
N You

SUST TRYING
TO KEER WER FEET
Of TUE SROUID.

TO BE
SORE, QUITE &
CUALLENGE WITL TLE
PROFESSOR AROUND. T
[ARE SaY.

THE HALL OF WORDERS FaR
EXCEEDED TS TITLE, COURTMEY

HaD SEEK MAKY AMAZING THIRGS,
BUT HOTHING S0 M

MARVELCUS &5
THE ARTIFACTS DISPLAYED WEREIN

SUE WANDERED WIDE-EVED (I
THROUGH TUE EXUIBITS.. [N

— |




UNTIL SUE CoME
UPCH Al URPLEASSNTLY
FAMILLAE FACE.

—
|

YO SMELT FAMILLAE,
THOUGH YOUVE PUT
O SOME WESUT
SMCE WE LAST

METHODS. ITS
BEST TO KEEF A4
EYE Ol

Y YEAU RiGUT,
A DESTROVED BY
COMMTTEE.

SUE COULDN'T SAY
WUY, COURTREY
HMEW SUE WAS
BEING WATCHED,




TS BOT
MSE TO TURK
YOUR: BACK Ol

THE WORLD.




:
:
;
;
3
:
:

THOUGHT COURTUEY, “SMALL WORDER UMCLE
BLOYSIIS DOESNT GET TOO INWOLVED IN IT.°

ki




BRUSUING WP
WARLOCKS
WAVE MEVER TRUSTED
TUE MEUT THIRMGSS.

; I'M AFRAID
17 TUE PREJUDICE Has
STUCK TURCUSHOUT TUE

WITCHERAFT
CAME INTO BEIG PARTIALLY
TO SOUNTER THE CREATURES
OF TUE UNCERWORLD,

N OLDEN
TIMES TUEY WERE CLAD 5
BLAMED FOR E'-Eﬂ"._-"!'rlm TUEM AS SCAPEQOATS FOR
= TO

ALL THE WORLD'S
SORROWS,

DIDNT C 44T THAT “WELL SEE ABDUT THAT,”

CURSE, RIGHT™ : THOUSHT COURTMEY.

UNFORTUNATELY,
THE ClLY PERSON WHO
MIGHT KNOW CAMlOT
TELL US.




BRILG M Foa?
COULDWT FING A
BABYSITTER'

SUOULDNT
BE TOO WARD:.
I HAVE ol

IRFSIDE. Al

(=
THERE A HUGE,
SLAVERING MASTIEE
THAT PROTECTS

THE @Roules 7 A8




IVE BEEN
HEEPING AN EYE O0

TOBERQMORY

PASS




D, NOT HER

N TUERE'S SOMEONE

; | ELSE I MEED TO TALK

SAKE, MISS.
YEVE &GOT TE
BE SOKTAf




\ 7

:h‘.‘:i%'y

¥

\.
| ‘#I##H;.

m‘%‘i‘l’uﬁ- : "
















Chapter Four
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WHAT
UNPER EAETH
15 SO

COMSI =
MAEING A RUK FOR IT. B
BUT THE APPROAOUING
CREATLRES POWERFUL
SMEWS AND SUARP
CLAWS TESTWIED TO THE
FUTILITY OF THE IDEA

T




HOMESTLY,

WY PEAR, B0

EHLDPISH THREATS

ARE FEMNEATH
oL

AT OBLASKE N
*"lkﬂnFL?. APOMMA 1 S|
= SALAMAMDE
BILE.

METHINE.
HULAY AFFATRS
ARE ALL ONE

[ TVvE
(wearp,
\ EHILD,




IT DOESNT TAKE
A GENUS TO GUESS THAT
THAT




“HE, WaEN \
WE LEFT THE |\
JTI-'EEH/‘ELI',

11
7T L LET
=2oF VAN BETUEM TS
THE WORLP
ABDVE,




“PERLAPS®, TUOUSUT COURTNEY, “IT
WAS TRUE THAT HUMALS WERE MORE
CAPABLE OF LOVE AND AFFECTION.”
THIGS THAT COURTUEY LIAD KUOWN
LITTLE OF UNTIL RECENTLY.

BUT TUEY WERE CERTANMLY MORE COPABLE

OF CRUELTY A0 VIOL .
FAR AS SUE'D SEEN. EVEN TUE WORST
WEUT THIKG SHED EVER MET Was DRVEW
TO KILL BY SOME LILWAK MOWSTER

)

i
0




SHARROW'S
SILENCE BETTER
THAK SlY WORDS,

“TUERE WaS SOMETLING
ABOUT BEING CARED
FOR SUE THOUSUT,
SOMETHIMNG MAGIEAL.

!

—— T
RERTRTTH S -(i

¥,
B awrmin

&

C,._r'fgf'-"-’nf LTI

Jest becouse it hoppened 10 You
s =

doesnt moke it interesting

WIS SWEETMESS
SHINES LIKE A LIGHT...

UM... HE SA¥5...
'I"I-II"_ILIP ST THKGS




CHMLY, &5 COURTWEY READ A0 TUE
HOTMESS OF EMBARSASSMENT
‘r} FLUSHED HER FACE, SUE THOUSHT

& DULL SENSE OF TOTAL HOUMILLATION
RESTED FIRMLY O HER CHEST, MAKING
BREATHIRG DIFFICULT, BUT SHE PLUNGED 0.

BOLLING THUMDER SUOOK THE BOOM,
AND TUE CUAIRS BEGSW TO VIBRATE. R

S

COURTHEY BaRELY MOTWCED,

HER OME TUOUGHT TO GET

THROUGH HER STURID POEM
SN0 BE DOME WITH IT,

|




IMPORTANT TUINGS TO
WORRY ABOUT THAN VOUR
FIFTY-DOLLAR -A-DAY
ALLOWANCE.,




g

THROUGH LIPS CLAY COLD
DIVULGE THY SECRETS
YET LNTOLD,

TUEY BURLED
IT 4NC THREW THE
ASUES WTO THE

MARL-PTT,

| Sy




LOOK TO SEE W0
HAD THE MOST TO
GAIN FROM MY
MISCHIEF,

¥ou
JUST SaD
YOURE UNDER
& RLEMNCTRG

W 1 CaNNOT
TELL. PVE

\ BEEN B

OUND
|
L

THAT SORT ur\
SPELL 15 TRICKY,
THERE'S ALWAYS |

A LOOPHOLE. .
———

TUE COVEN OF MYSTICS LELD
COUNCIL, BOT ALL MEMBERS OF
THE COVEN WERE EXPECTED TO

APPEAR, BUT MOST DID TUAT DAy,

WS, COISP TOLD COURTMEY TUAT TUEY
MEELED REASS, CE THAT THE COUMCIL
WAS STILL W AUTHORITY, AMD TUAT ALOYSIUS
CRUMBIL WAS STILL AMSWERABLE TO THEM




I Tl WOT. FOR WE DO
WOT INTERFERE I TUE AFFARS
OF TUE LARGER WORLD, OR
SEEN MASTERY OVER
LESSER PEOPLES

I SUSSEST
THAT IT 15
RVORTEDGE.

IT 15 KROWLEDGE
TUAT BINDS US; SUARED
WISDOM FROM AGES PAST, Moo 5 ol
AND DEW WISDOW TUAT WE
SUOULD ALL SEEX
TO EMBRACE.




THE CURSE TUAT
H&S AFFLICTED OME OF
OUR NUMBER 15 U0 CREATION
OF AUY SIMPLE CREATURE OF

SOME OF US
THE LIE PASSED
COWK TUE GENERATIONS

|15 UD LESS UNTRUE THAM AlY
OTHER S08T, TUOUSH IT MaY BE
HWARDER TO FSCOVER, BUT IT |5

OUR VERY PURPOSE TO DNSPEL

LIES, AND FIND THE TRUTH.

IT 15
COMPLEX AMD SUPTLE,
DESIGMED FOR TUE PURPOSE
OF COMCEALING TUE TRUTH
BMND PERPETUATING

ARE NOT CREATURES
OF DECEIT, THAT 5 TUE
REALM OF MEN,

TUE DARRNESS
THAT WE SEEK TO KEEP
AT BAY DOES NOT COME
IT |5 OUR DARKNESS,
FROM WITHIN OlR
oWl HEARTS.

THE SLAYING
SCAPEE0AT

NOT STOP IT. THAT
PATH WILL ORiLY
FEED THE LIES.

oF A WILL




57 1 T 1ve
FIGLERED T OUT,

&=

THE REST OF TUE UKL
ACCEPTS HIS MEW APPOINTMENT.
IF NOT, HE LOSES THE MASORTY

AND STOOKPROOK WiILL BE

VOTED COUBCIL. HEAD.

I'D LIKE TO
BESN BY EXPRESSING
MY UTHOST RESPECT FOR
THE ESTEEMED PRO .

TUAT TUESE MA
WAVE CALSED LM S0

SUDDEMLY, ALL BECAME
SHCKENMGLY CLEAR.




THE SESSICH WEMT O0
FoR SEVERAL MORE HOURS

AND UECTOR'S GENTLE, TROUBLED
EXPRESSION SEEMED SUDDEMLY
MASKLIKE, [S3U5G TUE
TWISTED SCHEMES BEMEATU

APPOINTMENT.

P ALY SIS PRESENTED WIS DETAILED KROWLEDGE
OIS MU TUIRES, PO3

OF
OUT THE LobkG COMPSII0N-
SHIP BETWEEL MADAM HARKEN AND SR(ARROW, Wilicl
HED SEEN FIRSTHAND. LIE POINTED OUT HOW
VAGUE THE EVIDEMCE WaAS FOR TUE CREATURE"S

8| SUILT, HOW TUIN AND UNLIKELY ITS MOTIVATIONS.

THE COURCIL
HiS ASREED CIUAMMOESLY
THAT FOR THE SAFETY

OUR COMMUWTY, YOU

MUST RELIMGUISE vOUR
PRISOMER TO LS.




THEYRE
SOlG TO KILL
HiMY BE DIDWT DO
ANYTLIRG!

MADSN HARKEL ARAY, AND TO PUNESY
HERMA FOQ CHOOSING o INGHT
TING OVER TUE COVEN




TARING TUE ROAD,

IT WAS A FIFTEEN-
MIMUTE WALK TO
CRUMBIN LIOUSE

COURTNEY MSDE IT

THERE N FIVE.
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!."I k I" I
i iy
















TUE FIRST TUING MADAM

COURTMEY LOOKED INTO
HER EYVES AND SN A
DEFEATED WOMAN.

COURTUEY WAS BESIMNIKG TO
FIND S, CRESP SOMEWUAT
LESS AGGEAVATIRNG LATELY,
B0 TALKING TO HER WAS
O0OLY COMFORTIRKG.




I MUST S4%,
THIS 15 ALL BATHER
L)

TERIOUS,
TS PLACE?

FOUR MOTE
SAD TO MEET HERE
lﬁﬂ"ﬁmﬁm

T ROMAMNCE, BECTOR

‘ 54, IT"5 1N POOR
TASTE.
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£ 1o

|: TUHE SAME
THING vou

%, DD

_——'_'_'_‘-H.,“

. — I SUMMOMED %
— l A WONSTER TO DO |
\_ MY DIRTY WORK. ./
"-.._‘_‘__-_-_._._,.r"

MGE‘G%UW
UfTLE
HECTOR.

o

-
" WITH
ALL THE OTHER
CHILPREN WHO
TELL LIES AND
SPEAK PROFANE
CURSES.
















AFTER “IS

NSAPPEARANCE,
THEY FOUND
SOME MIGHTY
IWCRIMINATIN'

STUFF IN

LOOKS LIKE
PROFESS0R CRUMEIV
WASKT AS IRRATICMAL
A5 YOU "
EH, WOODRUE?

'COURSE THEY STILL HaD
TO FILL THEM VACANT
SEATS ON THE COUNCIL.

N0 OME EVER
FOUND WHAT BECOME OF
OL" MaRSHAL HECTOR.

POOR OL

WOODRUE
DT COME
OUT LOOKIN'

TOO G000,

METHER.

THEY TRIED ASKIN' OL'
PROFESSOR CRUMRIN,
FOR SOME SILLY REASOWN




BUT EVENTUALLY THEY MADE
A MORE PRACTICAL CHOICE.

TR
R

COURSE, N0 ONE
EVER SUSPECTED
LITTLE MISS CRUMRIN
O FOUL PLAY

I'LL GIVE
YOUR OFFER DUE
CONSIDERATION.
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A pin-up drwaing of Courtney Crumrin drawn in 2009.




Original Cover for Courtney Crumrin and the Coven of Mystics.







Cover for Issue 1 of Courtney Crumrin and the Coven of Mystics.




Cover for Issue 2 of Courtney Crumrin and the Coven of Mystics.







Cover for Issue 4 of Courtney Crumrin and the Coven of Mystics.



—<+ TED NAIFEH % *—

Ted Naifeh first appeared in the independent comics scene in 1999 as the
artist for Gloomcookie, the goth romance comic he co-created with Serena
Valentino for SLG Publishing. After a successful run, Ted decided to strike
out on his own, writing and drawing Courtney Crumrin and the Night
Things, a spooky children’s fantasy series about a grumpy little girl and her
adventures with her Warlock uncle.

Nominated for an Eisner Award for best limited series, Courtney Crumrin’s
success paved the way for Polly and the Pirates, another children’s book,
this time about a prim and proper girl kidnapped by pirates convinced she
was the daughter of their long-lost queen.

Over the next few years, Ted wrote four volumes of Courtney Crumrin,
plus a spin off book about her uncle. He also co-created How Loathsome
with Tristan Crane, and illustrated two volumes of the videogame tie-in
comic Death Junior with screenwriter Gary Whitta. More recently, he
illustrated The Good Neighbors, a three volume graphic novel series written
by New York Times best-selling author Holly Black, published by Scholastic.

In 2011, Ted wrote the sequel to Polly and the Pirates, and illustrated
several Batman short stories for DC Comics. He is currently writing and
illustrating the ongoing Courtney Crumrin series, which will celebrate its
10th year in 2012.

Ted lives in San Francisco, because he likes dreary weather.
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A W2 - " AVAILABLE NOW

- COuRTNEY CRUMRIN, VOLUME 1: I
THE NIGHT THINGS
136 pages » 6"x9" Hardcover « Color

-
ISBN 978-1-934964-77-4 A‘ [ h

COMING SOON

COuRTNEY CRUMRIN, VOLUME 3: COUuRTNEY CRUMRIN, VOLUME 4:
THE TWILIGHT KINGDOM MonsTrOUS HOLIDAY
136 pages ® 6"x9" Hardcover ® Color 136 pages ® 6"x9” Hardcover ¢ Color
ISBN 978-1-934964-86-6 ISBN 978-1-934964.92-7

iy
—
COuRrRTNEY CRUMRIN TALES

136 pages ® 6"x9" Hardcover ® Color
ISBN 978-1-62010-019-6

Look for the continuing adventures of Courtney Crumrin in

single issues at your local comic shop, in 2012!

A1s0 BY TED NAIFEH

PorrLy AND THE PIRATES, VOLUME 1 PorrLy AND THE PIRATES, VOLUME 2
By Ted Naifeh By Ted Naifeh & Robbi Rodriguez
176 pages ® Digest ® Black & White 176 pages ® Digest ® Black & White
ISBN 978-1-932664-46-1 ISBN 978-1-934964-73-6
=N
RO

For more information on these and other fine Oni Press comic books and graphic
novels, visit www.onipress.com. To find a comic specialty store in your area,
call 1-888-COMICBOOK or visit www.comicshops.us.
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‘Courtney Crumrin genuinely delivers the sense of dread and magic
that one looks for in classical tales. Smart, heartfelt and completely
addictive...” —QGuillermo del Toro (Pan’s Labyrinth, Hellboy)

Courtne
Crumrin
The Cofen of Mystics

The New York Times best-selling series returns! Courtney Crumin’s
latest adventure pits her against the town’s most powerful warlocks
and witches—the Coven of Mystics! After an initial confrontation
with the world’s most terrible hobgoblin goes badly, the Coven decides
it needs a scapegoat. The mystical council turns its ire on Skarrow, a
creature of the dark in service to the town’s most beautiful and reclu-
sive witch. Knowing that disturbances of this kind are never so easy
to explain, Uncle Aloysius dismisses the Coven’s accusations, starting
a curious Courtney down a twisted path to discover the true master-
mind behind all the horror. But does Courtney stand a chance against
a being as powerful and manipulative as the one waiting for her at the
end of her journey?

GRAPHIC NOVEL / FANTASY $24.99 US

DI II ISBN 978-1-934964-80-4
PRESS 52499
www.onipress-com ||I|H|||||||H|
9 1781934964804
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