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From the story “Empress of the Known Universe”

By Gilbert Hernandez

m Fantagraphics Books
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AND DON'T
TELL ANYBODY WHERE
You GOT IT.

NO, LITTLE
ONE. I'M NOT YOUR
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YoU KIDS KEEP
THE HELL AWAY
FROM HERE
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DON'T WANT
THEM TO GET

WATCH WHAT
YoU SAY TO THESE

n
s S

1 W e
) “BEses




7 THAT'S FRESH
BLOOD BACK

YOUR DADDY,
EMPRESS?
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|

o’ NOW YU B0YS COME

HOME WITH ME. |'LL BE
YOUR DADDY, OK?

i

—t

’l
|

NO, LITTLE GIRL. q-—\“—‘
YOu'60 AWAY. YOUGO || “u!‘uml ] ”H
TO YOUR OWN DADDY. _ifi l it
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HEY,
EMPRE
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NEAH
THATS 1T,
EMPRESS/

MAYBE
THIS CLOCK,
OR WHAT?

AW, WE CAN'T
SELL ANY OF THIS
SHITTY JUNK
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DON'T
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EVEN THINK
ABOUT IT

\/

SHE'S BEEN RAPED
ENOUGH.
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| DON'T
EVEN LIKE
FISH, BUT
| WAS
HUNGRY,

CHURCH PEOPLE
NEVER HAVE GOOD
FOOD, JUST GOOD
HARCUTS.
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OK, OVER THERE.
THAT'S THE PLACE.

URP.
! !

e
7

|

nnllil,}”
Tl
THAT'S WHERE MY PARENTS !
DUMPED ME. THEY THOUGHT L'D o
DIE, | GUESS. : !

e
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Nl

| WAS OLD
ENOUGH TO KNOW,
AND | CRIED ALL

THE TIME, UNTIL" ¢,
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NOBODY KNOWS NOBODY " HEY, THEY'RE NAW,

WHERE EMPRESS KNOWS WHERE | | WRECKING THE T00 MUCH
COMES FROM. | COME FROM NEW FENCE LIKE WORK.
NEITHER. £ ALREADY/

\ WHO ME AND
. CARES, HUH Lﬁg‘gﬁﬁfg

EMPRE EASY LIFE

BETTER.
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WHAT D1D
/ TELL You?!
=~ DIDN'T
J TELL You
TO WATCH WHAT
You SAY TO
. THESE KIDS?!

= ZZ2Z7 come mons,
/ 7+ 2=~ \ CHILDREN.
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THEY COULD T
GET HURT PLAYING WE'VE PUT
B AROUND THIS UP THREE FENCES S
EQUIPMENT / AROUND IT ALREADY, BN
~—

< BUT THEY KEEP
™ TEARING THEM
\\
< T~ T
S

=

7C

Woa e =
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,.;":/
MAN WHO'S AWAYS E= == ';j’;?/
COMING AROUND. 1

l“h.

ezl

HEY You! WHAT WELL, YOU'D z I'M COMPELLED.
ARE YOU DOING BETTER GO BEFORE T0 RETURN HERE;
AROUND HERE NEARS TO REMEMBER...
ALL THE TIME? _

Z
2
-
-
S
e
/
~
3




?THIS CHILD HAS AS

I AM LINING PROOF
THAT YoD CAN GET ouT

SOMETHING OF
YOURSELF.

OF THIS PIT AND MAKE

MUCH CHDANCE AS

$
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1 WANT TO TAKE THIS
CHILD TO MY HOME AND
NURTURE HER, EDUCATE
AND SHOW HER A REAL

FUTURE .




WE'VE GOT TO
WATCH OUT FOR THE
CHILDREN HERE /

BECAUSE GoD 2
SURE THE HELL —|

NO, SHE'S
NOBODY'S /

ESPECIALLY
NOT HIs ¢

“
(o
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? THAT'S BECAUSE YOU !

SLEEP THROUGH ANY-
THING. EVEN
SCREAMS.

NONE
OF MY
BUSINESS.

THE S5CREAMING RUINS
IT 50METIMES, BUT MOST

OF THE TIME | JUST
HEAR SOFT MUSIC.

SOMETIMES
| HEAR MusIC
AT N(GHT.

EMPRESS
JUST STARES
WHEN THERE'S

SCREAMING
AT NIGHT.
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YEAH, IN THE
CITY THEY'RE
COMPLAINING ABOUT

THE SMELL THAT COMES
FROM HERE.

WELL, | HATE THE
SMELL THAT COMES
FROM THE CITY/

THERE'S PLENTY
OF SMELLY SHIT
GOING ON IN THE
CITY, SURE.

WORSE THAN
HERE, YOU
KNOwW IT!

EVEN SMELL
ANY THING

IF WE ESPECIALLY

C
RUN AWAY AME INITH

SCARED.

WE COULDN'T
STAY LONG.

NOT
WITH THAT
SMELL.




PRETTY CHEAP
EQUIPMENT IF You
HAVE TO FIX IT
ALL THE TIME.

EQUIPMENT.

=/ NO MORE LEFT

YOU SHOULD

PUT UP ANOTHER
STRONGER FENCE
AROUND IT TO
PROTECT THE

ailliin,

BE SAYING | HAD
ANYTHING TO DO
WITH TEARING
DOWN THOSE
OTHER
FENCES.

KiDs FROM
SOMEPLACE
ELSE WHO

THAT'S GooD. DON'T EVEN
SAY SHIT ABOUT ME OR EMPRESS
OR SOLDIER WILL HEAR
ABOUT IT, BITCH.
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NOT AS BALD
AS YOUR BALLS!

NN

N0\

. — ——

3

\ AR

R e s\ ST

-

hel
=
uy
z
pon g
[+"4
v
>
o
=

WORRY ABOUT

N\y

NOBODY CAN 5AY
NO TO U$ BECAUSE
SOLDIERS OUR

FRIEND

ALMOST BALD/

I

Jyreetl \ , \\ f)
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HEY, THE CHURCH
PEOPLE CUT YOUR HAIR
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HEAR THAT,
EMPRESS?

MUSIC AGAIN/
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ANGEL. LETS
GO AND SEE

I

WHERE THAT MUsIC
15 COMING
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WE'LL GET HIM,
EMPRESS.

WE'LL_FIND
SOLDIER AND
HE'LL GET
THAT GUY.
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EMPRESS/

SOME-
BODY'S TAKEN
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[ 5OLDIER !
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MOU PROMISED
YOU WOULDN'T-!
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-
You CAN s
BELIEVE YOUR = it A '\\\
A g o), ,70%
AL
ALL CLEAN / N/ ) ( N
] ’

TOP GRADE
SWEET LOVE
A AT BARGAIN

YOU WANT RUSSIAN 7
OR ASIAN? OR LATINA?
OR MAYBE ALL THREEZ /

ALL THREE
AT ONCES
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THERES
NOTHING LIKE
RUNNING YOUR
OWN BUSINESS,

EMPRESS !

f/

LOOKS
LIKE TOO
MUCH WORK

HEY HEY, THAT'S
NO WAY TO TREAT
MY HEARTS OF
GOLD, MISTER!

SEE YOU
ARDUND,
EMPRESS/
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' DID \/OLT" HA\‘ﬁEK‘/ TAILKC?I'LCJ)LRNY
TO TALK TO ENE
PERSON ON THE BODY | WANT

?
STREET? YoU'RE

NOT THE
BOsS OF
ME.

T T T
(ARRRRARERRARIAS LR RRERA]

OF COURSE 'S JusT DONT | I You WANT TO Go TO EW.
Yo CAN WHEN | GET | WORRY. PUBLIC SCHOOL, DON'T NOT
TALK TO SHOP HOME FROM - YOU? TO BE WITH THE REALLY.

KEEPERS AND THE OFFICE | OTHER KIDS, HUH? THEY
THE GROCER, AND YOU'RE NEVER HANE TO BE
| EMPRESS. NOT TALK TO IN SCHOOL

CoPs OR

PRIESTS. SN

W

Y,
o
7
///

i
r|

\

7.
X 7
2 W




/THE AUTHORITIES WILL
TAKE YOU AWAY IF THEY
FIND OUT I'M RAISING

YOU HERE ALONE!

THEY'LL
PUT YOU IN
SOME PLACE

I'M THE BEST EPUCATOR AND
CARETAKER YOU COULD EVER HMNE!
YOU'RE S0 FAR AHEAD OF ANY
OF YOUR PEERS IN YOUR
EDUCATION / R

AT AN
/(/M‘?llﬂ\\\\\\\\\ N\
[

?{!\ N———

['VE NEVER HIT YOU
OR-OR TOUCHED YOU IN
ANY INAPPROPRIATE
WAY, EMPRESS.

OTHERS OUT
THERE MIGHT
NOT BE SO

RESPECTFUL.

OK,0K!

DON'T TALK TO
COPS'OR PRlE’STS,/
OK! I'VE

HEARD IT
A MILLION
TIMES!

ALLRIGHT, TR
TIME FOR YOUR MK,

LESSONS.




THERE’S NOTHING NO
STUPID BOOK CAN TEACH ME
ABOUT LIFE, EMPRESS/

IN FIVE MINUTES,

OK, IF YOU'RE
NOT OUT OF THERE
YOUR WIFE’S

M ¢
ALREADY
TAUGHT/ A A
T .

™

MY LIFE COULD
TEACH THOSE STUPID
BOOK WRITERS A THING
OR TWO, EH?



THE MAN EXPECTS ME
T0 STAY HOME ALL DAY AND

ONLY GO OuT WITH HiM,

IR TR ENTR TR AT

=

HE'S A BOOK EDITOR. ) -
HE EDITS BOOKS ABOUT J~

NOW THATS A
JOB, EMPRESS/

SOMETHING
THAT REQUIRES ) :
GREAT :
SENSITWITY! L ‘
,( ‘

<{/m
.

/BUT HE DOESN'T
MAKE VERY MUCH
MONEY. NOT LIKE
YOU. HE'S NOTHING
LIKE You.

THERE'S
MORE
IMPORTANT
THINGS THAN

THE ELITIST |5 THAT
THE COMMON MAN DOES
 FINE WiTHoUT

THE LAUGH ON

\\\\\\

HIM.

OK, EMPRESS.

TIME FOR YOUR
LESSONS.

= B
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I'VE BEEN EDITING
POETRY COLLECTIONS
FOR TEN YEARS.

<]
CAN | HAVE

AN ICE (REAM
CONE?

" NOTHING FROM YOUR
LIFE N THAT PIT WILL
EVER RETURN TO HURT
YOU, EMPRESS.

ALL THOSE
BEAUTIFUL
VERSES ARE IN
MY BLOOD.

THAT COP HARASSING
THOSE TRAMPS?

NOT A POETRY

SOME CARRY
THE PIT IN THEM
FOR THE REST OF
THEIR LIVES.




P - 7, T
IF | HAVE TO ‘ ) GET A JoB
READ ONE MORE K . THAT PAYS
LACEY, FRITTERY s ' : _
WELL-WRITTEN
NERSE, VLU

T
%

NO...NO, I'M You'LL NEVER
IN TOO DEEP, END UP LIKE ME,
EMPRESS. EMPRESS.

IN MY
BLOGD.
AND TOO MANY

PEOPLE DEPEND
ON ME; PEOPLE
THE PUBLISHER
SUPPORTS.

OO

(T

/ (///»}': (R
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YOU GAVE THAT COP

HE WAS GOING TO ¥ | DIDN'T KNOW < DON'T,
A FREE BLOWJOB?! ARREST ME..

WHAT TO DO/ PLEASE ..

'e

\

‘ E‘ i é) 4"5",},:1 2
E o A |
: re L ~ %
2 ) 1 [unrateruL \__
TRASH
7 M}S/TDTOD\I:URT ( )
{i]
|| Wi g
N
3,2\ 3 :
= =\
1

AH-AH , SHE'S )3
TRYING TO GET




Wik~

F Hooo

. h(%‘é‘é%”‘ Y e 71T DOESNT
: j THAT SHOW -

MAKE BRUISES

| NEVER USE THE

(RON PIPE ON MY
HEARTS OF GOLD,

THOLGH. Kt

’ LET ME SHOW You
WHAT | DO USE THE
IRON PIPE FOR,
EMPRESS. g

G
85
N

.Y Tt A

“( WAVE TO GET HOME

OK, BUT THEN [ A

TO THE MAN.




THE RUBBER HOSE 1S
IN ORDER, EMPRESS.

GOLD T0 5TAY

.{llllll]

FOR KEEPING MY BUSINESS

| NEED MY HEARTS OF
PRETTY, Y'KNOW.

Ik ”'ilfllﬂlnl“n‘ll

”.- Jee

yan —

LOOKING
y

Il

THE JRON PIPE
S FOR FINISHNG
BUSINESS.

SEE HOW
HE 1§ WITH
HIS GIRLS?

NS EAT ‘RON, (7

T

TERRITORY !

e S,

15 15 MY

HE WON'T COME AFTER
ME OR MY HEARTS, 8

UNLESS HE
DOESN'T CARE
ABOUT WHAT WILL

HAPPEN TO HIS

FAMILY.

50




e N THE GLASS 15 | A———
e HALE EMPTY!

ik z _‘\.{e&“\\\

‘. ' = Q

{ .7
\{ ) ;/C/ ((//(
J\' //[«mlnuu(l!ﬂn“.nm\

u THE GLASS 15
HALF FULL !

TAKE A\
CHANCE
ON LOVE! /. .~

”earfs of GalJ_J
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50 MUCH
WORK BACKED
UP AT THE
OFFICE.

ON ME, | EXPECT
TO DEPEND
ON YOUu.

WELL, IF YOU )
EXPECT TO DEPEND

/]

L

YOU'RE
NOT A
PRISONER
HERE.

{ COME HOME AND
\ I'LL BE GONE /

YES... | IMAGINE

THAT DAY WILL COME

BEFORE I'M READY
FOR IT.

| JUST HOPE
You'LL BE READY,
EMPRESS.

IF | QUIT MY JOB
TOMORROW, I'D $IMPLY
BE REPLACED, AND NOBODY

WOULD Mis5 ME IN
THE LEAST.

W one oay yourl




HE'S GOING
TO KILL YOU IN YOUR
SLEEP, EMPRESS.

2P HE ACTS NICE EVERY DAY, gy ¥ ONE NIGHT HE
EVERY DAY, EVERY DAY AND B BUTTFUCKS YoU IN
THEN ONE NIGHT.? - = TH: MOUTH.

= ==
—
—

HE DOESN'T NEED
ME FOR THAT.

¥ MAN, IF [ HAD
A SUGAR DADDY KILL YoU
LIKE YOURS... IN YOUR
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ONLY THESE ) ™~-_—

THERES

52

THE
-/ OTHER ONE

= ( THE OTH
ONE
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W <ray THe Fuck -
AWAY FROM HERE |-
OR I'lL CALL THE
POLICE, YOU
FUCKING
PERVERT ¢

~( OOH, | AM GIVING HIM THE IRON
BAR TREATMENT, O-OH YES/

A¥7 1 THoueHT
(AL THAT Was




I'VE BEEN RE-READING THE
SAME PARAGRAPH OVER AND
OVER FOR TEN MINUTES.

CAN'T
CONCENTRATE.

I'M
UNABLE TO
READ FOR
PLEASURE
ANY
MORE.

| THINK | JUST ¥ | WON'T BE TOO
NEED SOME AIR. SN LONG, EMPRESS.
: 2
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THINGS ARE . ol Y
GETTING TIGHTER A;léf PPL?I!'%}E(, g | B ,;{' w}ﬁ% %NEZRM
FOR ALL THE E Raar A Local

G

AREA PIMPS. LOT OF PRESSURE
Z ON THE GIRLS.

AND

AM | THE ONLY
BUSINESS?

| MAN IN MY BUSINESS
WITH A BRAIN?
BODY

ANY
WHO CALLS HIMSELE
A PIMP J5 DOOMED
TO FAILURE,

03

N\
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REMEMBER,
| LONE TO SEE A
NEW CLIENT LEAVE
HERE WANTING TO  §
RETURN.

Z |

7 I\
/Z;//: ,////’”//“A \ ’“\\\\““\‘\\ \\\
A ~~ N\




AS THE BlUSY
COMMON MAN

THE ELITIST IS5 FREE
TO CHALLENGE THE COMPLACENT
MIND, TO QUESTION R(G1ID
TRADITION, TO RAGE
THROUGH THE DARK,
INTO THE LIGHT.

////,/,,;I.":

AND THOUGH OUR
NUMBERS MAY BE SMALL,
WE PREVAIL.

UNTIL THE
LAST STAR
FLICKERS
ouT.




EMPRESS, THERE
MIGHT COME A DAY
WHEN 1'LL HAVE TO
GO AWAY FOR A
SHORT TIME.

NEED You
TO MANAGE
MY HEARTS
THEN.

I

I

THEY WON'T
I'M A GIRLY

LISTEN TO ME!

I'VE TALKED

TO THEM ABOUT
IT AND THEY'LL
LISTEN.

THEY KNOW

MY RUBBER HOSE
WILL SPEAK FOR You
AS WELL AS IT
DOES FOR
ME.

| WOULDN'T MIND
SEEING THAT RUBBER HOSE
UP His Ass, EMPRESS.

iy
L <

=
] -

HIS WHORES WILL
KILL HIM IN WIS SLEEP
ONE DAY AND WILL
| HAVE A GOOD
LAUGH.

OH, YOU'RE
JUST TOTALLY
JEALOVS.




Ny S
4

MOST OF THE
GREAT CHEFS IN

THE WORLD ARE
MEN. g

HIGHNESS.

HES THE
SMARTEST PERSON
| EVER MET
ARISE
TO THE NEW
DAY, YOUR

K
'
AN\

| BREAKFAST.

IS
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[T NOW BECOME NEAR

IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO TELL
GOOD POETRY FROM BAD
ANY MORE.

AARERERER]

TTTTTTT
)
T

TIT T T I I I T Iy T T T T 7T
T

T T T T T T

TTTT T T T 7T T TrTT

STTTTITTI IO

TTTT YTy

HOW LONG
CAN | CONTINUE
TO BLUFF MY
WAY THROUGH

| DONT KNOW IF I'VE
THE TALENT TO WRITE MY
OWN, BUT [ THINK
| SHOULD TRY.

YT

THE GLASS 15
ALREADY HALF FULL,
AFTER ALL.




/" THE_MEETING OF
THE PIMPS 15 IN A

MAYBE I'LL N
SHOW LR, MAYBE
| WON'T.

- IT WOULD BE IN
> YOUR_ BEST INTEREST
TO ATTEND.

//earf; of Gold

2/~ LDOKS LIKE I'lL
{( BE PART OF A UNION,

JUST LOOKING
TO GET IN ON
HEARTS.

M raw.

MY SUCCESS,

I"‘"‘""‘!,Mnﬂu.

THEY MIGHT HAVE
A METAL DETECTOR
SET UP THERE,..
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WHEN | WAS
YOUNGER, YES.
MY TEACHER SAID
IT WAS POOR, $0
| NEVER WROTE

ANOTHER.

DID YOU REALLY )
LIKE THAT POEM,
EMPRESS?

SURE, BUT
IT’S NOT JusT
A POEM.

OH, WHAT
DID YOUR oLD

||||1illfl|:||||
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IT SN'T

S0 GREAT RUNNING
YOUR OWN BUSINESS,
EMPRESS.

ALWAYS

ALWAYS
S0ME STUPID
THING TO TAKE
CARE OF.

* AT LEAST

THE OLD RUBBER

HOSE CAN CLEAR
UP THINGS A
LOT QUICKER
THAN ANY
WORDS.

\

NN
NS

——
N | Om— N
—

DON'T WORRY.
I'tL KEEP AN
EYE ON YOUR
HERRTS UNTIL
YOU RETURN.

PERSON | CAN REA

YOU'RE THE ONLY
TRUSY, EMPRESS.

N o

Ly | WON'T

| PROMISE

BE

TOO LONG.

I'M GINING YOU |
THREE THE NIGHT

GREAT/
WE'LL BE DONE
WITH QUR CLIENT
IN A LITTLE




~
" OH, JUST HURRY N

[ HE'S STILL HERE? ; HE TAKES LONGER 12 meem Y o
WELL, JUST MAKE |/ THAN OTHERS BECAUSE | [} 7 MIMUP. | HAVE TO GET
SURE HES YOWR HE PAYS A LOT EXTRA. f |
LAST CLIENT FOR >\ .

HOME BEFORE THE
THE DAY, RUK? 4

. , : > ot MAN DOES.
Al Bl
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TAKE CARE
YOURSELF, EMPRESS
WE'LL PRAY FOR

YOU. 4
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BECAUSE THE
MAN SAID THE
POLICE COULD TAK
ME AWAY
] DON'T EVEN
KNOW WHAT
HAPPENED.

R, THEY1L

NEVER KNOW IT

SO WHEN THE POLICE NS
LOOK FOR FINGERPRINTS

AND THE
POLICE HANE
PRINTS?

NEVER TAKEN
YOUR FINGER-
N THE IRON BA

0

ANYTHING.

GO TO THE

ADDRESS | GAVE
YoU, EMPRESS.

16



) [ / \

K

m‘mwl m{m llllllllnllm‘tmnm[rmllll]l! mlﬂllm% l ILH fg
’} Il
e
| ”l
il
-
ki

i
0
i
:
n
=

a5

|
|
|
|
;

ol
i
i
(1!
[{”
l !
|
H

%'H:Hl Hhansmninn

I

|

i ﬂ
flll /
M 1|
m il
| i
I I

FUTURE

SITE
OF
THE SAKOVA

i
il
|
ﬂ
|
‘)

17

WITasbareganceci

f
£

g

llum il %

Il

fif

(LT

I

Al

ESTATES

i Liﬁ@% T
?lll MR ‘ HHHH[“H!

—










LR
__*_, ___._a_ i1 _ ; *,NH _E | _ﬂp_;_w‘_:.____:ﬁ__:__, K
i ‘_ ::_ i _5 A Ty
| A
_:_ it il ki il Ay __.ﬂ______ﬁ__ Bl
| ____1 _ l
_T_ _: __
| _~ o
___ ! : it
: | "
| ._. :_ ___
__; 3__:__
| :, __}_ Y
:__ _ 1_: :___:_:: F___‘____
Mk ¥ e _
_:: , FP_;”_;_A______H_HN ; ! | __
.. : _ :__
i _»_5“_.:::_ Wl S
i A
Ll i
::_ \ _:_
__
,_,: :
I\l




T CTC)

' =018
i } =0
)
{ [T E—2
i Yo ="}
i [ — )
.__; & =
Y ! = .w_
[ | =1
i — .
' N Co ..Hl&.
i | =)
[ j =

\

2
——Mmm”%%




THE COURTS

EMPRESS 15
A LITTLE RARELY EVER HAND
SKEPTICAL. OUT THE RIGHT

SENTENCES.

WHEN | GET WE'RE GOING T0

DO GET THAT HIM CONVICTED, GET HIM STRAPPED TO
BABYlK{LELDER YOU MEAN/ THAT ELECTRIC CHAIR,
v ]
CONVIC | AM 50 I PROMISE !
CHOMPING AT
THE BIT/

HOW'D SHE Y./ HE WAS THE
GET HMTO | BIGGEST CATCH
THIS $IDE OF




| AM A SURNINOR OF
THE ELECTRIC CHAIR,
YOUNG WOMAN.

CRIME,AND WHEN THEY PULLED
THE SWITCH, GOD INTERVENED

I WAS INNOCENT OF ANY

AND THE POWER FAILED,

| AWOKE (N
THE HOSPITAL A
FREE MAN.

7

1l
Il ,(/(/{7‘ .'
l

\

1
l’/{l’.(f ‘l’ X
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il
i
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1

|
DOLLAR FOR EVERY
GUY WITH THAT

LOT OF AFTER-

NX—7

COVERING UP
A SMELL.

\\\\) LIKE HES

(
\\:;_ f%{\l"\\)
\ \\l\ d,
Vi 4 <

/
CHH
s
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HUSBAND 15 RICH? THIS-THIS

PLACE.

—

- —
J 7 K
EMPRESS, WHY Do YOU | LIKE BuT You ITS THE BEST
STILL WORK HERE IF YOUR WORKING | |GREW UPIN PLACE I'VE EVER

| WOULDN'T
STILL BE AROUND
HERE.

1'D STAY
HOME AND

THEN
| WOULDN'T
GET TO HAVE
FUN WITH
YOU GUYS.

gt



( EMPRESS.

> DID YOUR
HU$BAND GET
\THF_ CASE?

YES,
SISTER.

HE'S GOING

FOR THE
DEATH
PENALTY.

BABYKILLER'S
FLESH FRY.

" I'D LOVE TO I'VE HEARD
BE THERE, JUST THAT IN THE
T0 SMELL THAT PAST WOMEN

HAVE BURST INTO
FLAMES ON THE
ELECTRIC

SURE, THE EXTRA LAYER
OF FAT ON THE AVERAGE

WOMAN'S BODY. TOO BAD

THE BABY-
KILLER™S A
SKINNY MALE
RUNT.

THAT EMPRESS THE
IS A HARD ONE GIRLS MAKE
TO READ. FUN OF
HER.




MOM, THERE'S

But It

LOOKS //ﬂ N NOTHING WE
7 (\\\ N

(D’ 7 NN CAN REMLLY

HORRID ////,”[ N 00!

7

\
//////// \\}\\\\\\\\\\

A
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(e S

//,
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8

L)
AT EVE LY

@SSR INNETE RN TN
o Lk

LDOK, YOU

CAN BARELY

SEE IT FROM
HERE /

A [ and wiTh AL Your sAwY FoR
TINISTING THE LAW, YOU CAN'T SR
FIGURE A WAY AROUND THIS
ONE THING?

®Y  THE FENCE POTENTIALLY
&Y SAVES LINES, MOM/ THERE'S
NO WAY AROUND 1T/

N v RN a
R ‘\\\\‘\&\\\\\(\,
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RNGREE
| DANGER

I} QuicksaND

ey SR
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HES JUST LIKE
HI$ FATHER. ALL BRAINS
AND NO SENSE.

come Hete ME K
IN THE KITCHEN.

A —— ASS
PR

g7



NOTHING.
NOTHING...

7/ / /// ;// 7 7
7 /;7////////////////




THE DEFENSE TEAM 1 |-
15" GRASPING AT STRAWS )1:[1:
Now, EMPRESS. /{7t
-."ESE;;‘-';' -

1]
(
I
\
[
E{
(
l(\
{
1(
|

GET CAUGHT.
MILLIONS

HIM.

EVEN IF YOU DO GET HiM CONVICTED
HES ONLY ONE BABYKILLER. THERE’S
THOUSANDS OUT THERE THAT'LL NEVER

BEFORE HIM AND
MILLIONS AFTER

\<

A

T ':'m[
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BETTER?

OR WAS
| STILL TOO
ROUGH?

" WHY ARE YOU YOU ACTUALLY DID YOU'RE NO, EMPRESS,
TALKING LIKE SHOW EMOTION FOR DRUNK . I'M JUST RIGHT.
THAT? A SECOND THERE, | JUST HAPPEN
THATS ALL. 1 To BE ABLE TO

T ?

I'M JusT Y[ 'T f; FEEL, OK?
A LTTLE LWL
SHOCKED. A-L[-[I[:

v,

N
AN NN

N
{
N
N

' 7
? ?
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7 %
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OH.
HI.
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0
MOVIE LOOKS
INTERESTING.

iy A

HES GOING
TO JAIL FOR A
LONG TIME.




ANYTHING
GOOD ON
TV

~e, /i(’&\\ \
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\ /772

WARMING
gu?

RACIST.

1:RAD /O;HE SMELL

N pesh
T5UNAM/ REMAINS
P
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BEFORE THE POWER FAILED, //////////// ///// X THERE |
THE ELECTRIC CHAIR SPARKED ///// H I ISN'T A
FOR PERHAPS A SECOND, GIVING // ' DAY THAT

ME A TASTE OF IT5 STING // // ///) ,) PASSES WHEN

~ I DON'T
< / / THINK ABOUT
THAT
: EXPERIENCE

C—C—

:ll__

BUT NOW IT SERVES TO AND MosT
REMIND ME TO LIVE ANEW, /MPORTANTLY
7O DISMISS THE NEGATIVES

OF ONES PAST
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ITS NOT HARD

OUT OF THREE
THOUSAND.

TO LOSE A CHANNEL

THERE'S
INTHE T

NOTHING
V GUIDE THAT

MIGHT HELF.

WE'VE

CALLED THE TV
STATION, BUT
NOTHING.

IT WA BETWEEN

THE COOKING
CHANNEL AND
CAR RACING.

RN

. D)
= ==
\\\ ==
\ ; .
=
=
gy

—_—

——
fe—

N
S

" MAYBE IT WAS FROM |
A LOST SIGNAL, WHERE?
A MOMENTARY MY TALENTS LIE
GLITCH .. ANOTHER IN THE ARTS. | HAVE LITTLE
DIMENSION? INSIGHT TO THE COMBINED

S,

’y

WAYS OF ELECTRONICS
AND THE MYSTICAL.
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POINTLESS

7NN
/ul\\\\\\
N T0 KEEP
/I“\\\ r LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING

| ONLY
IMAGINED. 4

NN




=/ 50 WHAT DO\ -~
YOU WANT ME
- N,

" OH, NOW YOU'RE No, M| FHEHT /T wmAveBE you'l BE N\=. __ -
CRYING. IEH| ( FEELING BETTER BY ) ~=-

THE TIME | GET
BACK, HUH? =




YOU CAN'T TAKE THAT
SORT OF BEHANIOR 50
PERSONAL, HONEY.

SHE'S
A DEEPLY

TROUBLED

SHE MAY OR MAY -
NOT EVER OUTGROW IT
AND I HATE TO SEE
You Sl);FER OVER
IT.

[ ‘\1

—

| NEVER
DID SEE THE
TwWO OF You
MAKING 1T T0

MR
R nor even 1o
Y THE BoTTOM OF
THE QUICK SAND,
MOM?
7 A \'\\E\‘\'\:\ \ ‘\:.
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IT JUsT
DOESN'T SEEM

[ KILLER GETTING

THE BABY

~
THE BABY-
KILLER'S A
WIMP. HE'D
NEVER COME
ANYWHERE
NEAR HERE.

" I'M SCARED HE

MIGHT COME HERE
10 GET REVENGE
ON MY BOY,

THAT'S TRUE.
HE ONLY PREYS
UPON SMALL

) HOPE THEY FIND
HIM BEFORE HE GETS

SURE f KILLERS
LIKE HIM ARE
TOO WEAK T0
BOTHER WITH
ADULTS. _/

ANOTHER KID.




THE FENCE
AROUND THE QUICK
SAND PIT |5 GONE/

PLEASE,
50MEBODY
HELP/

CAN YOU MOVE
YOUR LEGS AT

~

4

IF | TRY TO
MOVE, | $INK
FASTER!

WE'LL GET YOU
QUT OF THERE,
NO PROBLEM.

OK, THEN,
STAND AT
STILL AS
POSSIBLE.

103




=/ DEAR \--——_/" WE HAVE TO BE Y ---
GOD - SURE THE KNOT -
DOESN'T SLIP
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YOU WON'T BE
HELD RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE MISSING
FENCE.

| WISH
| COULD SAY
THAT MADE ME
FEEL BETTER.

THIS WASN'T YOUR - 4 HE WAS PULLED OVER FOR
FAULT, AND NEITHER SPEEDING TWO COUNTIES AWAY,

WAS THE BABYKILLER T BUT THE COP LET HIM GO
GETTING OuT,

WITH ONLY A WARNING,  THE CoP
DIDN'T KNOW
IT WAS HIM.

\LARARARRARA



ARE ALL COPS
INCOMPETENT
RETARDS?

COULON'T

KEEP HIM cop W}AAT
IN JAILL. DIDN'T JOKE /
RECOGNIZE

Hl

N \WMI[“ l“h'“"

AT LEAST THEY -
STOPPED CALLING THE NOW MAVBE iy PATHETIC.
HOUSE FIVE TIMES A DAY, THEY'LL ACTUALL
ABOUT THE QUICKSAND LODK £oR THE
BULLSHIT. /. ?

/08



DID THEY FIND NO, BUT THEY / IF THE BABYKILLER HEARS
THE BODIES IN THE HAULED OUT A ABOUT THE QUICKSAND PIT, HE'LL
QUICKSAND YET? FIFTY-SEVEN HAE NO TROUBLE GETTING RID

OF BODIES NOW.

BUT FOR HIM, PART
OF THE FUN IS WHEN
THE BODY 15 FOUND.

/09



THEY'LL NEVER FIND ANY
BODIES IN THAT QUICKSAND
PIT. NEVER HAVE AND

ITS BEEN ESTIMATED THAT
FORTY-SEVEN PEOPLE HAVE BEEN
PULLED DOWN INTO THE PIT SINCE

IT WAS DISCOVERED SIXTY-

TWO YEARS AGO.

NEVER WILL.

4 Smeas'\()e %EENEPEOPﬁESwCH:';i 5 "/~ LIKE MINE. LIKE THE
URVIVED, BUT EACH RRI A [/ $MELL | CARRY AND
WITH Hrf"\ A DISTINCT ODOR FOR - SMASK {u((‘rpl\.‘ A 5A;>|\éc(£41}JST

THE REST OF HIS LIFE.

COLOGNE OF MY OWN
DESIGN.

A UNIQUE
SMELL THAT HE
COULD NEVER

REMOVE.

15 THERE
SOMETHING YOU
MUST MASK?

//0
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HELLO?

ANYBODY

YOUR SERVICE
HAS BEEN
DISCONNECTED.




”[“ JINT !

HE PUT YOUR
HUSBAND AND HIS
MOTHER N THERE.

HE'LL COME
BACK FOR LS

TOOK THE

],urz'[{‘ i i I:IFW“\%W“" \h,_ l
L 1 R i
1 .{| | \l\“lil “ ||
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7~ THE 57 N\ =" HER BODY |
CHILD WAS L 2| A WAS FOUND
ABDUCTED €. W 23 /N THE SAME
FROM SAFE | - = MANNER AS
HAVEN FOR HIS PREVIOUS
GIRLS TWO \: mm" prinst VICTIMS
DAYS AGO ‘.l‘

LUK, LN

/14



OUT OF SERNICE

I

|

i ul]f

T
i

‘ ““ I |
(TR
l‘f‘]' (it
f ;‘L\;h 'f m

n
i

7/ /Y ==
7]
’

) ==

B
4




Lo

n
—

¢

/////4//////////://,///! /:,




74
4 i —
7 2 )
\\ 7, —~
4 A
7 |
714/ 4 ,
% /, ‘
/
% Z .
2/ 74 ¢ \\\ "
7.4 7Y 44" 17 /, ]
\\ \\ y , 2/, 4 y y. \\\\\ _
\\\\\\ 777 L /4 \ /, ., !
4 gL 4 / 7, /
4 \\ / / y \\ J 7 Y/ (
/bty

17




Jh

'ln‘l
=

\
I
()

OIS
,%/,

LT
P1004 [ (W13™Y

. '_"::1“’

e

f7idnad

2l




///

1\]”““”“ [ “UH
‘ ﬁ

V754



YOU GETTING

Y '
\:5 | CAN'T TELL A GOOD NIGHT'S

YOU HOW IMPRESSED

. SLEEP IS A VERY
N [ AM WITH YOUR
'Y\ PROGRESS. BIG STEP.
e
= = = = = — = -
WA N
> | THANK EMPRESS YEAR, NOW | CAN
NN I R INSISTING | e FINALLY GET A GOOD
NN Y | YOU ABOUT HELPING ME NIGHT’S SLEEP OF

WITH MY TROUBLED
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OTHER GILBERT HERNANDEZ GRAPHIC NOVELS
FROM FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS:

Fantagraphics has been publishing Jaime and Gilbert Hernandez’s
LOVE AND ROCKETS since 1982. The following graphic novels by
Gilbert Hernandez are currently or imminently available. All, with the
exception of FEAR OF COMICS, are set in the world of Palomar.
PALOMAR: THE HEARTBREAK SOUP STORIES collects the two
volumes of Palomar stories in a deluxe, oversized hardcover format.

HEARTBREAK SOUP (Palomar stories Volume 1)
HUMAN DIASTROPHISM (Palomar stories Volume 2)
BEYOND PALOMAR (December 2007)

PALOMAR: THE HEARTBREAK SOUP STORIES (Hardcover)
FEAR OF COMICS
LUBA IN AMERICA

LUBA: THE BOOK OF OFELIA
LUBA: THREE DAUGTHERS

Visit www.fantagraphics.com for a complete listing, samples, etc.
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Gilbert Hernandez, the justly acclaimed car-
toonist ... made his name crafting bittersweet
stories of life in the fictional [Central] American
town of Palomar, stories that are often com-
pared to the works of such writers as Carson
McCullers and Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

Gilbert’s a master of drawing body language,
and he’s got spectacular psychological insight
into his characters.

His B&W drawings are delightfully cartoonish
(influenced by such artists as Milton Caniff
and by Archie comics), but also crisply pre-
cise and anatomically impeccable.

Gilbert Hernandez’s direct, charming cartooning
style is unaffected by pretensions and allows the
inner lives of his characters to surface in all their
troubled glory.

Gilbert Hernandez has created some of the
most memorable characters in popular fiction.

There’s no denying that Gilbert Hernandez’s
comics reflect one of the highest peaks the
comics medium has yet achieved.

Gilbert Hernandez’s tales of love and woe
blew the doors off the medium, exposing its
true potential.

FB Fantagraphics Books
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