
Gilbert Hernandez’s graphic novel CHANCE IN 
HELL is a marked departure from his LOVE AND 
ROCKETS work. The book opens into a barren 
environment where a nameless city dumps 
both its refuse and its unwanted offspring. The 
small child Empress is one of the residents 
there, and the brutal events she witnesses 
will haunt her in years to come. As an adult, 
Empress appears to have transitioned into a 
comfortable life — complete with a handsome 
and successful husband — but, troubled by 
her past and obsessed with finding her father, 
she is unable to adjust to a life of bourgeois 
comfort. Gradually, Hernandez reveals that 
Empress’s new milieu is as deadly as the one 
she is unable to escape.

Although steeped in Hernadez’s trademark 
magic realism, CHANCE IN HELL is one of 
his more overtly political works, taking place 
in a world that mirrors our own politically 
volatile one. Outsiders are banished, only to 
tear down the fences that the power-that-be 
continually erect. The television blares news of 
tsunamis, global warming, and racist tirades, 
and innocents will not necessarily be saved. 
Exploring a darker dramatic vein than in his first 
graphic novel, SLOTH, Hernandez continues 
to mature as an artist in new and extraordinary 
ways, 25 years into his distinguished career.

Born in 1957, Gilbert Hernandez enjoyed a 
pleasant childhood in Oxnard, California with 
four brothers and one sister. The siblings were, 
in Gilbert’s words, “born into a world with 
comic books in the house” — Archie, Marvel, 
and DENNIS THE MENACE. A further strain 
of DNA was added later when an older brother 
smuggled R. Crumb’s ZAP into the house. 

Gilbert’s childhood enthusiasm for comics was 
equaled only by his teenage appetite for rock 
and roll (’50s, ’60s, ’70s, punk). Both he and 
his brother Jaime created eye-catching poster 
art for local bands like the Angry Samoans, 
Agent Orange, Black Flag and others through 
the early ’80s.

Initiated by older brother Mario and bankrolled 
by younger brother Ismael, Gilbert and Jaime 
created LOVE & ROCKETS #1 in 1981. It 
may have been a very small, black and white 
affair, but a quarter of a century later, the 
series is regarded as a modern classic and 
the Hernandez brothers continue to create 
some of the most startling, original, and 
intelligent comic art to be seen since the ’60s 
underground boom.

Gilbert’s 13-year saga PALOMAR, as serialized 
in the first volume of LOVE & ROCKETS from 
1983 to 1996, and collected into the graphic 
novel PALOMAR (1995) remains one of the 
defining bodies of work of its era.

In addition to his continuing work on LOVE 
AND ROCKETS, Gilbert is the author of the 
original graphic novel SLOTH and GRIP for DC 
Comics.

Gilbert lives in Las Vegas, NV, with his wife 
Carol and daughter Natalie.
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Chance In Hell

Cover painting by Rick Altergott

Gilbert Hernandez’s tales of love and woe 
blew the doors off the medium, exposing its 
true potential.
— PHILADELPHIA WEEKLY

Gilbert Hernandez, the justly acclaimed car-
toonist … made his name crafting bittersweet 
stories of life in the fictional [Central] American 
town of Palomar, stories that are often com-
pared to the works of such writers as Carson 
McCullers and Gabriel Garcia Marquez.
— OC WEEKLY

Gilbert’s a master of drawing body language, 
and he’s got spectacular psychological insight 
into his characters.
— SEATTLE WEEKLY

His B&W drawings are delightfully cartoonish 
(influenced by such artists as Milton Caniff 
and by Archie comics), but also crisply pre-
cise and anatomically impeccable.
— PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

Gilbert Hernandez’s direct, charming cartooning 
style is unaffected by pretensions and allows the 
inner lives of his characters to surface in all their 
troubled glory.
— LA WEEKLY

Gilbert Hernandez has created some of the 
most memorable characters in popular fiction.
— LOS ANGELES

There’s no denying that Gilbert Hernandez’s 
comics reflect one of the highest peaks the 
comics medium has yet achieved.
— THE ONION
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OTHER GILBERT HERNANDEZ GRAPHIC NOVELS 
FROM FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS:

Fantagraphics has been publishing Jaime and Gilbert Hernandez’s 
LOVE AND ROCKETS since 1982. The following graphic novels by 
Gilbert Hernandez are currently or imminently available. All, with the 
exception of FEAR OF COMICS, are set in the world of Palomar. 
PALOMAR: THE HEARTBREAK SOUP STORIES collects the two 
volumes of Palomar stories in a deluxe, oversized hardcover format.

HEARTBREAK SOUP (Palomar stories Volume 1)
HUMAN DIASTROPHISM (Palomar stories Volume 2)
BEYOND PALOMAR (December 2007)

PALOMAR: THE HEARTBREAK SOUP STORIES (Hardcover)

FEAR OF COMICS

LUBA IN AMERICA
LUBA: THE BOOK OF OFELIA
LUBA: THREE DAUGTHERS

Visit www.fantagraphics.com for a complete listing, samples, etc.
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