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GIlbert Hernandez's "Palomar" stories appeared in Love and Rockets side by side with 
Jaime's tales of the Locas. They've now been collected into two books: Heartbreak Soup 
and Human Diastrophism.



Jaime Hernandez’s “Locas” stories appeared in Love and Rockets side by side with Gilbert’s 
tales of Palomar. They're now collected into three books: Maggie the Mechanic, The Girl from 
H.O.P.P.E.R.S, and Perla La Loca.



Born in 1957, Gilbert Hernandez enjoyed a pleasant child-
hood in Oxnard, California with four brothers and one 
sister. The siblings were, in Gilbert’s words, “born into a 
world with comic books in the house” — Archie, Marvel, 
and Dennis the Menace. A further strain of DNA was 
added later when an older brother smuggled R. Crumb’s 
Zap into the house. 

Gilbert’s childhood enthusiasm for comics was equaled only 
by his teenaged appetite for rock and roll ('50s, '60s, '70s, 
punk). Both he and his brother Jaime created eye-catching 
poster art for local bands like the Angry Samoans, Agent 
Orange, Black Flag and others through the early ’80s.

Initiated by older brother Mario and bankrolled by younger 
brother Ismael, Gilbert and Jaime created Love & Rockets #1 
in 1981. It may have been a very small, black and white affair, 
but almost a quarter of a century later, the series is regarded 
as a modern classic and the Hernandez brothers continue 
to create some of the most startling, original, and intelligent 
comic art to be seen since the ’60s underground boom.

Ironically, the greatest mainstream exposure for Gilbert 
came when a British musical group appropriated the  
comic's name without permission in the 1980s. Years later, 
the name was symbolically reclaimed by Gilbert when he 
gave it to a fictional and exceptionally obnoxious garage 
band in the storyline “Love & Rockets X.” Gilbert’s 13-year 
saga Palomar, as serialized in the first volume of Love & 
Rockets from 1983 to 1996, remains one of the defining 
bodies of work of its era.

In addition to his continuing work on Love and Rockets, 
Gilbert is the author of the original graphic novels Sloth and 
Grip for DC Comics, Girl Crazy for Dark Horse Comics, and 
the illustrator of Peter Bagge’s Yeah! for DC Comics.

Gilbert lives in Las Vegas, NV, with his wife and daughter.

GILBERT HERNANDEZ
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