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Erik,
I normally just read the Topcow stuff from Image, but I gave SD#175 a try and 
really enjoyed it. It was the perfect jumping on point and I got SD’s origin told in a 
nut shell. The Vanguard back-up was good too, liked Universo(Image’s version of 
Galactus). The whole book had a Saturday morning cartoon feel about it (except 
the humping scene...lol). Looking forward to reading the next issue and I have to 
get some trades, thanks for the list.
A new fan,
Adam Reynold,
Trinidad, WI

Cool deal! Thanks!

Hey Erik,
It’s been a while since I emailed you about my torrid history with Savage Dragon.
At the beginning of issue 177, I finally thought “this feels right,”
Dragon is in space with “his people,” Malcolm & Angel are fighting the good 
fight. After all the parallel universes and Savage Worlds, i finally feel like the 
book is settled. Which means you are probably going to flip it upside down again!
You’ve come along way since the first issues where Dragon was a gun-toting cop. 
I’m still along for the ride!
Take it easy,
Matthew James Harris
P.S. I was wrong about Dimension-X Angel’s face. I’m glad you brought her back 
a few issues ago!

Nothing stays normal around these parts for long. 

Erik,
You are the freaking man....as I often say on my FB comments to you... not about 
any particular issue... the series overall... 40 years of love you put into your 
creation... 20 years of continuity and no stopping... I really hope you live longer 
than Stan Lee which means Savage Dragon for at least another 40 years! By the 
way... 177 was great... a great ode to yesteryear’s kooky comic plots... but made
perfect sense in the scheme of all things!!! A few comments/questions....
1. Did Savage Barbaric Ricochet ever have a kid? And I’m guessing that pre-
Savage child Sharona died on that earth… Correct? 
2. Will Alex ever show up in the series again? I know she’s pushing 40 and should 
still be sexy as hell....who knows...may teach Malcolm some things...Considering 
Dragon never wises up... 
To me the best thing out of his relationship with Jennifer was Angel. Well, 
original Jen I liked. Congrats on sharing your gifts with us and commenting my 
art on Facebook. U da man!

Slim Jim Longfoot

1: They’ve had several. They just don’t have one named Sharona. Things 
didn’t exactly play out the same.

2: She may at some point. I’m not ruling it out.

Erik,
It’s hard to believe it’s been 20 years since the beginning of Image Comics. I 

very clearly remember picking up the first issue of the original “Savage Dragon” 
mini-series at my local Walmart when I was still in junior high school. My how 
the times have changed.

One of my favorite parts about the series from the beginning has been the 
letter column. So few comics still do it, but I have always found it fascinating. 
Really, back then reading it each month was very similar to reading Twitter today.

Often times I would skip right through the bulk of the letters and go straight to 
the questions being answered by you...so it’s only fitting, when writing in myself, 
that I throw a few Qs into the mix. So here goes...

1) Mighty Man is a character that I’ve really enjoyed over the years. From the 
retro “Big Bang” stories, to the more recent evolutions of the character and legacy. 
It seems like in a few years time Mighty Man will be coming full circle with a 
young boy wielding the power...do you have any plans to explore that? Maybe in 
back ups
like the current Vanguard feature? (What I’m saying here is that I want more 
Mighty Man!)

2) Is there any chance of ever seeing the animated series again? Maybe as a 
DVD or digital download?

 3) Have you ever thought of doing Twitter Q and As and posting them in the 
letters page? It’d be nice to have an archive of stuff like that
 4) Will Supreme be making his way into the book, or vice versa anytime soon? 
 It’s been great watching the series grow and change over the years. I’m really 
enjoying seeing Malcolm grow and evolve. 
 Savage Dragon has been one of my favorite books for 20 years... here’s to 20 
more! 
 Best,
  Michael Murphey

 1: Mighty Man is back in this very issue—but it’s little Betty Bradford 
behind the wheel at this point. Fun times.
 2: I’ve like that but in all honesty--nobody’s pounding down the door to 
make this a reality and I’m too busy drawing comics to go make the rounds 
and pitch this. 
 3: I’d have to be a lot more organized than I am to put something like that 
together.
 4: Not soon but there will be some crossover. 

Hey Erik,
 This is the first letter I’ve ever submitted to any funny book publication, so feel 
free to read this in a voice shaky with nerves. Late congratulations on #175! This 
milestone is a testament to the magical work you’ve been doing all these years. 
I must admit I’m a late comer to Savage Dragon, having hopped on with #145, 
jumped off at #152, and then jumped back on with #169. I was fuming with anger 
when I found out about all the cool s*** I missed out on with the whole Emperor 
Dragon story line.
Definitely not one of my smarter moves.
Since then, I’ve been acquiring all the back issues of SD I can get my hands on. 
In the last few months, I’ve filled out the collection to where I’m only missing a 
handful of issues. I now have an unbroken run up to #108, so I’ve begun reading 
from the beginning while simultaneously devouring each new issue as it comes 
out. It’s really fun filling in the blanks of the story, and I’m so glad to see you 
writing new issues with the same creative vitality you started off with 20 years 
ago.
 True to form, #177 was an absolute blast. Reading Dragon’s adventures 
makes me feel like I’m reading a book in the Marvel Age. Being a relatively 
young upstart (25 isn’t old, is it?), I missed out on a lot of the rampant creativity 
that comics should be known for. What I love about Savage Dragon is that I can 
relive that era I was never able to be a part of, yet at the same time feel like 
I’m taking part in something new. Nothing recaptures that Silver Age feel like a 
giant radioactive Osama bin Laden rampaging the USA. That was an absolutely 
brilliant combination of current events used as the origins of Mutant bin Laden.
 One question I’ve been wondering about concerns your seeming disdain for a 
certain Josh Eichorn. I picked up on your public shaming of Mr. Eichorn after the 
first few issues I ever bought, and it’s been bothering me ever since. After diving 
into the back issues, I scoured the letters pages looking for clues, and all I dug up 
was one negative sounding question from Mr. Eichorn in SD #1. Then, starting in 
the credits of #5, he’s being proclaimed as “America’s Favorite Whistling Hobo.” 
So, Erik, what’s the deal? DId this guy lose a bet? Does he owe you money? Does 
he even exist?
 Until Jim Lee redesigns the cast of Savage Dragon with overly rendered new 
costumes, Image Is It!
 Sincerely,
Russ Otto
Plainfield, IL
P.S. Can’t wait to read your run on Supreme! Should be aces!

 For those not wanting to know the secret origin of Josh Eichorn--avert 
your eyes now.
 Josh Eichorn was hired shortly after the initial Savage Dragon miniseries 
to be a lackey or sorts. Josh would retype letters (this was pre-email) and run 
various errands that needed running. Josh asked to have a credit in the book 
and so I obliged. He’s been getting an absurd and insulting credits ever since. 
Josh hasn’t worked for me in years but we stay in touch and he still gets a kick 
out of seeing his name in print and reading his job description. He’s a good 
sport.
 That’s it for this issue, kids! Be here next month for more of the same--!
-Erik Larsen

So…I finally moved. It was a big stinkin’ ordeal. We’d been living in the same house for 
18 years and over that time we’ve accumulated a lot of stuff. Packing was a Herculean 
task. Moving was 27 hours over two days. Now we’re in and stuff is still in boxes as 
we’re slowly making the place into home. Finally, after 20 years--I’m back in San 
Francisco. I’m hoping that--this time--I’m here to stay. 
 If you love awesome comics (and who doesn’t?) you might consider picking up 
Supreme #63 today. It’s on the same newsstand you found this book and it’s written by 
Alan Moore, penciled by me and finished by Cory Hamscher. It’s a thing of beauty.
 It’s likely to be chaos around these parts for a while. Hopefully there won’t be any 
more huge publishing gaps in the mix. 
 In the meantime--here are your letters…

NEXT: LO THERE SHALL COME…AN ENDING!

And hey, don’t forget to keep reading this 
book for more big-time funnybook fun!
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  the     word

“For me, its the Baltimore convention. The best 
comics conventions always have a good combination 
of guests, location and low presence of other media. 
Baltimore has the whole package. I sat there with 
Richard Starkings in 2009-2010 and I could feel such 
a genuine feeling of love for comics from everyone 
there. Other very comics friendly cons similar to this 
that I’ve thoroughly enjoyed include Emerald City Con 
and Heroes Con!”
Andre Szymanowicz 
HELL YEAH

“Emerald City in Seattle. The con is special for 
one simple reason: the fans. As comic books are 
increasingly used to inject vitality into movies and 
video games, sometimes conventions can feel like 
comics are off to the wings, but Emerald City puts 
comic books center stage. The show is electrified 
with a love of comic books, and fans should make at 
least one pilgrimage to Emerald City.”
Gerry Duggan
THE INFINITE HORIZON

“TCAF, the Toronto Comic Arts Festival in my 
hometown is a wonderful show that keeps 
growing every year without losing its intimate 
creator-centric focus. Independant comic creators, 
webcomics and comic art are on display and for 
sale in Canada’s largest library during TCAF along 
with great panels and book premieres all weekend 
long. The fact that it’s free to attend is just icing 
on the cake.” 
Jim Zub
SKULLKICKERS

“Emerald City Comic Con. Jim Demonakos has created 
a popular show centered around creators in a great 
city with plenty of coffee shops, crepe restaurants 
and rain! It’s an Englishman’s paradise. (Well, it’s 
MY paradise!)”
Richard Starkings
ELEPHANTMEN

“My favorite convention is Heroes Con because of the 
sheer number of artists that are there. It’s also very 
laid back and family friendly. Almost like a comic 
summer camp weekend.”
Phil Noto
THE INFINITE HORIZON

THE THIRD DEGREE 

JONATHAN HICKMAN

“WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE COMIC BOOK CONVENTION?”

  the     word

Jonathan Hickman is the award-winning 
talent behind such works as The Nightly 
News, Pax Romana, Transhuman and The Red 
Wing. His upcoming books, The Manhattan 
Projects and Secret, along with his mainstream 
titles, Fantastic Four and the Ultimates, have 
cemented him as one of the unique voices in 
the industry.

What are you working on right now?
Today I’m writing Secret. The first issue of which 
happens to be out this month. 

What’s the best part of your job?
Making things up. Playing pretend… generally 
being paid to functionally act like a kid. 

What’s the worst part of your job?
Deadlines, right? It’s got to be that -- running 
out of time, it’s the worst. 

How did you first discover comics?
Probably the same way the majority of fans my 
age did. Spinner racks in drug stores and 7-11s. 
 
If you weren’t working in comics, what would 
you be doing?
In the short term, Art directing probably. In 
the long term, probably killing myself from art 
directing.
 
What’s the strangest thing a fan has ever said 
to you?
Oh, I have no idea. I don’t take a lot of that 
seriously. Sure, I believe people are being 
sincere, but I’m so hard on myself I can’t 
swallow most of it. I’m just glad when I smile, 
they smile and don’t throw shit at me.

What’s your favorite part of the comics-
creating process?
Breaking the initial story. Figuring out where 
the story is going.

Who is the biggest influence on your work?
Writing? Frank Herbert. In comics, Grant 
Morrison or Warren Ellis probably. Art? No idea, 
that changes monthly, always has.

What is the single work of which you’re most 
proud?
Wrong person to ask. I kind of love and hate 
each thing both equally and differently. 

Own up to one of your guilty pleasures.
Oh, I think I wear it like a badge. Soccer.

What was the last comic book you bought?
I think it was Fatale #2, actually. I haven’t 
been to the store in a bit because I’ve been 
traveling.

If you could be someone else for a day, who 
would it be?
Lionel Messi.  Forget the day, just for one 
game.

Pick three things you couldn’t live without.
My wife and kids.

What’s the strangest thing you have in your 
house?
My wife and kids.

What is one of your favorite places?
I love the mountains.

What music are you listening to these days?
Usually just alt-rock.  I am looking forward to 
Jack White’s new album.  Remastered Smiths is 
pretty amazing.
 
What is your favorite film of all time?
Probably, Lynch’s Dune.

Who is your best friend?
Oh that’s my wife, again.

What is the worst advice you’ve ever 
received?
I’m pretty good at making my own decisions 
regarding both my personal life and career, 
so I don’t really take a lot of advice in general. 
The worst thing was probably a business thing 
that happened 15 years ago -- never get into 
bed with someone you don’t really know.

When was the last time you were truly 
frightened?
When one of my kids got sick. That’s a pretty 
scary, helpless feeling.

Name someone you really admire and explain 
why.
I assume you mean in comics, so, Professional/
Business related? Bendis. Hands down. I don’t 
think there’s anyone in the medium that 
handles the volume of responsibility and work 
that guy does. It’s stunning. Staggering. Talent-
wise? Skottie Young’s a beast. A professional 
cartoonist in the purist sense. 

What would you like to see happen in comics 
in the next 12 months?
I think it would be cool to see Image get to 
double their percentage of the market. That 
would be pretty stunning.

What the world needs now is…
More love, less hate. 

Image Comics® and its logos are registered trademarks of Image Comics, Inc.
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 ‘68 Scars #1  The Activity #5  Alpha Girl #3  Bloodstrike #27  Blue Estate #11  Bulletproof Coffin Disinterred #4 (of 6) 

 Chew TP Vol 5: Major League Chew  Darkness #102  Fatale #4  Glory #25  Green Wake TP 
        Vol 2: Lost Children

 Hack Slash #15

 Hack Slash Omnibus TP Vol 4  Hell Yeah #2  Infinite Horizon TP  Invincible #91  Manhattan Projects #2  Mysterious Ways TP

 Nancy in Hell on Earth #3 (of 4)  Near Death #7  No Place Like Home #3  Peter Panzerfaust #3  Pigs #7  Prophet #24

 Rebel Blood #2 (of 4)  Reed Gunther #10  Saga #2  Severed HC  Skullkickers #13  Skullkickers 
        Treasure Trove HC Vol 1

 Spawn #218  The Strange Talent of 
        Luther Strode #6 (of 6)

 Thief of Thieves #3  Vescell #7  The Walking Dead #96  Witchblade #155

Welcome to AMERICA’S 
GOT POWERS! It’s the 
biggest TV show on Earth, 
where the chance to win 
fame, fortune and get laid 
are dangled in front of 
a generation of super-
powered teens. All they 
have to do is WIN. Who is 
the fastest, the strongest 
or the greatest? Who 
survives? Young Tommy 
Watt’s dreams of being 
the greatest hero of 
them all might just be 
shattered when the 
greatest show on the 
planet begins to reveal 
it’s dark heart.

EXPERIENCE CREATIVITY

AMERICA’S GOT POWERS #1 (of 6)

DANGER CLUB #1

SECRET #1

SUPREME #63

What if the union of a 
generation’s brightest 
minds was not a signal 
for optimism but a 
warning? The atomic 
bomb proved its capacity 
for immense devastation, 
but what if its creation 
was just a cover for a 
series of more unusual 
programs? A new series 
by Jonathan Hickman 
and Nick Pitarra takes 
a look at one of the most 
critical periods of the 
20th century through a 
lens both darkened and 
strange.

“TEETH, WITH WHICH 
TO EAT”
A man gets shot in 
London, a law firm 
gets broken into 
in Washington, an 
accountant gives 
away the password 
to his computer, and 
something put to sleep 
20 years ago awakens. 
What is the unsavory 
relationship all these 
things share, and how 
could it bring down 
two of the largest 
governments in the 
history of the world?

“REVELATIONS” 
The legendary Supreme 
returns! ALAN MOORE’s 
final SUPREME tale is 
the ultimate jumping on 
point for new readers!  
The triumphant return 
of Image Comics’ most 
powerful hero! As Supreme 
romances Diana Dane he 
takes her on a tour of 
the Citadel Supreme and 
tells all of his innermost 
secrets just as Supreme’s 
most hated nemesis, 
Darius Dax, makes a most 
unfortunate discovery: the 
key to defeat his abhorred 
adversary! 
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