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Hey Erik,
	 20	issues	ago	I	got	my	first	ever	letter	of	comment	printed	in	a	comic	book.	
Now,	with	SD	#181,	there	are	no	letters	at	all.	That	just	ain’t	right.	So,	I’m	gonna	
try	to	do	my	part	to	make	sure	that	there	are	no	more	blank	Fin	Addicts	pages.	SD	
#181	was	an	entertaining	‘wrap-up’	issue	of	the	past	events	of	the	big	invasion.	
Seeing	Dragon	clobber	six	shades	of	Sunday	outta	his	well	meaning	but	inept	and	
poorly	trained	kid	was	fun.	The	speech	about	religion	was	slightly	heavy	handed,	
but	nonetheless	apt	to	the	framework	of	the	story.	Hell,	sometimes	you	gotta	blow	
off	some	steam,	I	get	that.	This	whole	Emperor	Dragon/Dragon	in	Space/crazy	ass	
multi-issue	arc	was	great,	but	it’ll	be	good	to	see	Dragon	back	on	earth	where	he	
belongs.	All	in	all,	a	pretty	good	issue.
	 I	still	have	some	gaps	in	the	old	collection,	but	sooner	or	later	I’m	gonna	have	
the	whole	mother,	 and	 by	 god,	my	 plan	 is	 to	 sit	 down	 and	 read	 them	 all	 back	
to	 back,	 allowing	 breaks	 for	 sleep,	 food,	 work,	 and	 other	 unimportant	 things.	
Ironically	 enough,	 I’m	 sure	 I’ll	 skip	 the	 letters	 pages,	 since	 some	 of	 the	 early	
issues	had	upwards	of	10	(!)	pages	of	letters	sometimes,	and	those	take	forever	to	
wade	thru.
	 Comics	 aren’t	 nearly	 as	 enjoyable	 as	 they	 used	 to	 be,	with	 the	Big	 2	 doing	
seemingly	everything	in	their	power	to	piss	off	all	the	old	fans	in	order	to	attempt	
to	make	one	or	two	new	ones.	A	lot	of	my	favorite	titles	are	ending,	and	much	like	
10	 years	 ago,	 I’m	 probably	 gonna	 cut	 down	my	 reading/collecting	 to	minimal.	
However,	I	still	get	my	two	SD	books	whenever	they	come	out,	and	I	will	continue	
to	do	so	until	you	either	quit	making	them,	or	I	pop	my	clogs.	There	aren’t	many	
comics	 out	 there	 that	 can	 go	 180+	 issues	 and	 maintain	 any	 sort	 of	 quality	 or	
freshness,	but	somehow	you’ve	got	it	figured	out.	I’m	just	wondering	if	taking	on	
Supreme	is	keeping	SD	from	coming	out	in	a	more	timely	fashion.	Still,	great	stuff	
whenever	it	happens.	Take	it	easy,	and	see	you	next	time.
	 	 Jason	Garlock
	 	 Portland,	OR

Honestly, I can see why #179 received less love than some other issues. It 
was the middle of a three-part invasion story and as such it was building 
to something but not getting there. The following issue generated the usual 
number of letters.
	 My	run	on	Supreme	is	officially	over	at	this	point.	I	signed	on	to	get	things	
rolling and set the stage for the next guy…whoever that might be. It was a fun 
book to work on, for sure, but I’ve got a million other things I’d like to do and 
I can’t do it all if I don’t let some things go.

Erik,
	 Wow,	no	letters	in	Savage	Dragon	#181?!?	What’s	the	comic	world	coming	too?	
I	remember	back	in	the	day	when	it	was	a	big	deal	to	get	a	letter	published,	like	
you	were	actually	a	part	of	your	 favorite	comic	adventure.	 I	 still	enjoy	 reading	
fan’s	letters	and	Erik’s	answers	and	I	still	get	a	thrill	when	I	see	one	of	my	letters	
published.	This	kind	of	lack	of	feedback	could	persuade	Erik	to	get	rid	of	a	letter’s	
page	all	together!	So	I	will	continue	to	write	fan	letters	while	I	still	have	the	chance	
and	encourage	all	my	fellow	readers	to	do	the	same.	
	 On	to	issue	181	itself...	Even	though	this	is	kind	of	an	aftermath	issue	that	sets	
up	a	lot	of	future	plot	lines,	a	lot	of	cool	stuff	is	happening.	It	starts	out	with	a	great	
little	fight	between	Dragon	and	his	son.	
	 Erik	draws	great	super	battles	and	this	was	no	exception.	Dragon	really	takes	it	
to	Krull.	One	question,	Dragon	talks	about	being	almost	50	now.	I	remember	in	the	
past	it’s	at	least	been	hinted	at	that	Dragon	doesn’t	age	as	fast	as	humans,	so,	does	
he	actually	feel	like	he	isn’t	at	his	peak?	He	looked	faster	and	stronger	than	his	
son,	as	well	as	being	an	overall	better	fighter.	Has	it	been	established	that	Dragon	
is	aging	significantly	or	is	it	still	a	mystery?	
	 And	 I	don’t	 think	Dragon’s	 speech	 to	his	“people”	 is	going	 to	be	enough	 to	
change	their	entire	civilization.	Sure,	he’s	found	a	new	home	for	them	and	leaving	
them	now	at	this	critical	juncture	will	force	them	to	reevaluate	their	whole	culture,	
but	it	just	seemed	a	little...abrupt.	Yeah,	yeah,	I	know,	limitations	of	the	medium,	
and	we	don’t	 have	 to	 see	 every	boring	detail.	But	 I	 don’t	 think	we’ve	 seen	 the	
last	 of	 the	 dragon	 race.	 Lorella	 and	Krull	 seem	 like	 they’re	 dedicated	 to	 their	
civilization,	but	 they’re	also	 incredibly	naive,	so	I	can	see	 them	getting	 into	all	
kinds	of	trouble	in	the	future.	
	 And	 speaking	 of	 Dragon	 leaving	 his	 people	 and	 returning	 to	 earth...yes,	 I	
would	love	to	see	it!	But	he	ain’t	there	yet!	I	have	no	idea	where	Darklord	is	going	
off	too	or	why	he	abandoned	Dragon	(heck,	I	forget	what	Darklord	was	doing	there	
to	begin	with!).	Even	if	Dragon	wants	to	get	back	to	Earth	doesn’t	mean	that’s	a	
part	of	Erik’s	plans.	And	if	Erik’s	plans	include	really	having	Malcolm	taking	over	
the	book,	then	I	would	expect	Dragon	won’t	be	showing	up	on	Earth	for	a	while	
(with	the	possibility	he	won’t	ever	make	it	back).	That’s	OK	too,	I’ve	learned	over	
the	years	to	never	try	to	second	guess	Erik.	It’s	obvious	Erik	is	nowhere	near	being	
completely	done	with	Dragon,	so	I’m	anxious	to	see	what	comes	next.	I	always	did	

love	Dragon’s	space	adventures,	hopefully	he’ll	run	into	Vanguard	again...
	 Hey	I	gotta	go	but	before	I	sign	off,	just	want	to	mention	the	fact	that	issue	200	
isn’t	far	off!	Did	you	ever	imagine	you’d	make	it	this	far	Erik?
	 Later
	 	 Don	Massi
	 	 25	Thompson	Ave.
	 	 Mt.	Ephraim,	NJ	08059

 Having Dragon age slower, to me, feels like a cheat. The book is set in real 
time, after all, and having the title character be the exception to that rule just 
doesn’t seem fair. 
 As far as Dragon’s departure went…yeah, it was a bit abrupt but he was 
very concerned with what was happening back home. So he made sure things 
were somewhat settled and took it from there. Will he regret his abrupt 
departure in the long run? Only time will tell. 

Hi, Erik, 
	 It’s	me,	John	Pannozzi	from	the	Image	boards.	
	 I	must	say	that	when	I	saw	that	empty	letters	page	in	SD	#181,	I	was	immediately	
inspired	to	write	in.	Now	I	don’t	have	much	to	say	about	#181	itself,	except	that	I	
thought	it	was	okay	and	I	look	forward	to	more	issues	as	always,	so	I	have	some	
SD-related	questions	that	I	hope	you	can	answer:
	 1.	 Not	 directly	 Dragon-related,	 but	 I’ve	 read	 that	Mario	Gully	 recently	 the	
rights	 to	 his	 character	 Ant	 due	 to	 his	 current	 immense	 personal	 and	 financial	
troubles,	but	oddly	enough	I	can’t	find	out	who	he	sold	it.	In	the	time	between	your	
first	reading	of	 this	 letter	and	when	it	goes	 to	print,	could	you	please	try	 to	dig	
around	a	little	bit	and	try	to	find	out	who	Ant’s	new	owner	is?
	 2.	When	it	comes	to	characters	who	appear	 in	back-ups	and	spin-offs	of	SD	
who	 aren’t	 created	 by	 you	 (examples	 include	 X-32	 from	 SD	 #122;	 Mr.,	 Mrs.	
and	 Silvia	 Evans	 from	 SD	 #136;	 Shuttup	 from	 the	 Twisted	 Funny	 in	 SD#168;	
Marcia	Brady	and	No-Name	from	Deadly	Duo	Vol.	2	#3;	Calinda	Ardor,	Julius	
Schwartenaggar	and	Rob	Brady	from	Deadly	Duo	Vol.	2	#4;	Baron	Potentate	and	
G.U.A.R.D.	from	SuperPatriot:	America’s	Fighting	Force;	and	Earle	Sutton	from	
SuperPatriot:	War	on	Terror),	who	owns	 them,	 their	 respective	creators	or	you?	
I	 know	 that	Gary	Carlson	owns	Deathwatch	 and	Lurch,	Gary	 and	Andy	Smith	
own	 Imagineer,	Amok	 is	 owned	 by	Gary	 and	 Scot	 Eaton,	 Fusion	 is	 owned	 by	
John	Clearly	and	you,	Hydro	is	owned	by	Dave	Johnson,	Tom	and	Mary	Bierbaum	
and	Ben	Herrera	own	Gauntlet,	Tom	and	Mary	Bierbaum	and	Adam	Hughes	own	
Guillotine	and	Jason	Pearson	owns	all	the	characters	introduced	in	the	Blood	and	
Guts	miniseries,	 but	 can	we	 assume	 the	 same	 goes	 for	 characters	who	 owners	
aren’t	defined	in	the	legal	indicia?
	 3)	 Any	 chance	 of	 releasing	 the	 A	 Force	 to	 Be	 Reckoned	With,	 the	 Fallen,	
Possessed,	Revenge	and	Gang	War	on	Comixology,	graphicly,	etc?	I’d	like	to	have	
all	the	extra	story	pages	available	digitally.
	 4)	Aside	from	a	Herakles	comic	that	you	and	Cory	Hamscher	did,	are	there	any	
other	unpublished	Dragon/Highbrow-related	out	there?
	 5)	 Why	 don’t	 you	 reprint	 and	 possibly	 colorize	 the	 Mighty	 Man	 story	
“Ominous	Reprieve”	from	Big	Bang	Comics	#7	as	a	backup	in	a	future	issue	of	
SD,	maybe	after	the	Vanguard	serial	ends	in	#183?	It’s	the	only	Mighty	Man	story	
from	Big	Bang	that	has	never	been	reprinted	in	SD.
	 6)	I’ve	noticed	that	there	are	two	short	scenes	(	each	less	than	a	page	long)	from	
WildC.A.T.s	#14	 that	 aren’t	 included	 in	 the	Possessed	 trade:	 one	where	 Jeremy	
“Maul”	meets	his	old	girlfriend	Margo	Silva	at	 the	hospital,	and	another	where	
he	 encounters	 Ann	 Stevens	 on	 the	 beach.	 It’d	 be	 cool	 if	 you	 included	 both	 of	
these	as	extras	in	whatever	SD	Ultimate	Collection	includes	that	story	(maybe	the	
second?).
	 7)	Who	exactly	owns	the	copyright	to	Image	United?	Image	as	a	company,	or	
Image	meaning	all	you	guys	who	worked	on	it?
	 Keep	the	good	work,	looking	forward	to	future	issues	of	SD	and	Supreme	(not	
to	mention	the	rest	of	Image	United	and	 the	glory	 that	will	be	 the	SD	Ultimate	
Collections),	your	fan	for	life,
	 	 John	Pannozzi

 1: I’ll get back to you on that one. Typically, these are the sorts of things 
where folks like to make a formal announcement. The new owner may not 
take kindly to a guy spilling the beans in their letters column.
 2: I always assume it’s the creator and I’ll ask if I want to use the 
characters. In some cases the folks working on the books have let it be known 
that they want me to have the characters but I would never assume that was 
the case. If any of the creators involved wanted to use the characters I’d have 
no problem with that and generally speaking, I keep a hands off approach to 
them. 
 3: Good idea. I’ll bring it up.
	 4:	Not	much.	A	couple	issues	of	Vanguard	were	started	and	never	finished.	
 5: That’s a possibility. At some point I’d like to color the entire Dragon arc 
from Big Bang and release it. 
 6: It’s possible. It’s kind of messy though since bits and pieces of selected 
pages were included in Savage Dragon #13.
 7: All the guys working on it.

Dear	Savage	Larsen,
	 So	AllGod	wasn’t	all	that	huh?
	 So	Dragon	brings	democracy	 to	his	people	but	he	couldn’t	get	 them	 to	give	
up	those	damn	urine	receptacles.	And	speaking	of	that--You	know	Krull	wasn’t	

 I’d like to welcome aboard Gavin Higginbotham as the brand spankin’ 
new editor on this mirthful mag. Gav has been unofficial continuity cop for 
some time and I thought it was time to make that official. He’s not the editor 
in the traditional sense that he can hire and fire folks but he’s along for the 
ride in regard to making sure this unwieldy mess of mine isn’t quite such an 
unwieldy mess. 
 Savage Dragon #181 received an extraordinary amount of mail. The reason 
being that it had a blank letters page and that compelled many readers to 
finally break their silence and write in. We’ll be playing catch up next month 
once we have more space to play with. In the meantime…here’s more of your 
letters to Savage Dragon #181…



wearing	one	during	the	blood	match.	So	when	Dragon	“spanked”	him	did	he	just	
wet	himself	all	over	the	arena?
	 Y’know,	it	would	be	interesting	to	see	what	crop	springs	forth	from	the	seed	
that	Dragon	has	planted	upon	Kalyptus.	Then	later	it	all	goes	bad	and	then	later	
you	 could	 have	 “The	Wrath	Of	Krull”	 or	 “The	Wrath	Of	Lorella.”	Later	 to	 be	
followed	by	“The	Search	For	Vanguard”	or	“The	Search	For	Powerhouse.”
	 Angel	and	Malcolm	sittin’	in	a	tree	K-I-S-S-I-N-G...
	 Silly	Dragon	doesn’t	he	know	not	to	trust	somebody	named	Damien	Darklord?
	 Until	next	time...
	 Same	Dragon	comic...same	Dragon	comic	book	store!
	 	 Douglas	Nelson,
	 	 Sulphur,	LA
	 P.S.	 Sorry	 about	 not	 writing	 but	 it’s	 been	 a	 really	 awful	 year.	 Just	 keep	
producing	the	only	comic	I	can	depend	on	and	I’ll	keep	reading.

Done and done.

What	Up	Erik,
	 First	 off...	 Sorry	 for	 not	writing	 in	 for	 a	while	 (no	 excuse	 really)	 I	 need	 to	
make	 more	 time	 for	 it	 obviously	 (as	 do	 some	 other	 folks	 apparently).	 One	 of	
my	Professors	used	 to	 always	 say	 to	us	 that	 “we	always	make	 time	 for	what	 is	
important	 to	us”...	He	was	not	always	awesome	 to	work	with	but	he	WAS	right	
on	 that	 score	 at	 least.	 That	 one	 phrase	 struck	me	 as	 quite	 profound	 and	 it	 has	
stuck	with	me	for	almost	ten	years	now...	As	such	you	have	my	word	that	I’ll	stop	
slacking	on	the	letters	(it	is	a	staple	for	this	book	after	all).	It	is	the	least	I	could	do.
	 And	speaking	of	profound...	You	made	some	pretty	big	statements	yourself	this	
time	around	(both	during	and	AFTER	the	smack	down	between	Father	and	Son	
of	course...	which	was	Awesome	and	Hilarious,	FTW)	although	you	veiled	them	
quite	well.	This	book	always	shows	its	best	colors	during	the	Election	Years,	in	my	
opinion,	and	this	year	may	just	be	the	most	important	in	our	Nation’s	history,	to	be	
sure.	Oh	the	times,	they	are	a	CHAAAANGIIIN!
	 I	know	you	are	fairly	politically	active	on	top	of	all	you	have	going	on	and	that	
you	are	a	big	supporter	of	our	Commander	In	Chief	(good	for	you).	I	LOVE	how	
you	draw	parallels	in	your	work	to	current	events,	complete	with	a	message	and	all	
(“people	can	change	and	change	can	be	good”).	The	whole	GOD	IS	DEAD	thing	
left	me	taken	aback	I	have	to	admit	(I	had	actually	forgotten	about	that	in	the	last	
few	months)	so	I	am	interested	to	see	where	that	will	go	in	the	days	to	come...	The	
page	placement/timing	there	struck	me	as	odd,	but	maybe	I’m	looking	too	much	
into	it	(RIP	AllGod).	When	do	we	see	Herakles	and	Co.?	I’m	sure	they	are	pissed	
(WHERE	THE	F*#$	IS	POWERHOUSE?!?!?)	as	Earth	has	some	splainin’	to	do...	
Have	we	really	“killed	God”	in	your	opinion,	Erik	(you	are	an	Atheist,	right)?	If	
so,	HOW	so	(for	the	sake	of	argument,	humor	me).	I	am	no	Religious	Man	myself	
(agnostic,	FTW)	so	I’m	interested	in	your	thoughts	here?	I’m	quite	intrigued	to	see	
how	my	fellow	Finheads	react	to	this...
	 Nice	use	of	Gray	tones	during	the	Earth	Aftermath	scenes...	Poor	Malcolm	and	
Angel.	Young	Love	is	so	hard	(i.e.	AWFUL),	is	it	not?	Dragon	is	50,	huh?	Didn’t	
see	that	coming...	And	on	top	of	ALL	of	those	goodies	we	get	some	much	needed	
Overlord	time	next	issue	(after	an	all	too	brief	cameo	this	time	around).	I	wonder	
if	my	prediction	is	right...	but	don’t	worry.	I	won’t	drop	any	spoilers	here.	Spoilers	
suck.
	 All	in	all	this	issue	was	well	worth	the	wait	in	my	opinion	so	don’t	beat	yourself	
up	over	it.	The	Blank	letters	page	(BLINDING	white	as	it	is)	aside	this	is	one	of	the	
best	issues	to	date	in	the	entire	run.	Nice	job.
	 See	ya	on	the	Flipside...	Oh,	and	the	backups	were	good	too	(yes...Powerhouse	
gets	a	mention,	FTW).	When	does	Supreme	show	up?	Sorry	to	hear	you	are	done	
with	that,	BTW...	It	is	super	good.
	 	 Cam	Stylez
	 P.	S.	Savage	Dragon	XBOX	LIVE	Arcade	Game	one	day,	maybe???	Streets	of	
Rage	style???	Think	about	it	:)	The	World	deserves	it...

That sort of thing is not my call. If they ring me up I’ll take the call.
While I am an atheist I don’t really write the book as an atheist. I think it’s 

a lot more interesting to be more inclusive than not. I came up with an idea of 
religion that works in the context of the book and I’m sticking with that. 

Erik,
	 Savage	Dragon	#181	was	great—a	nice	change	of	pace	from	the	recent	multi-
issue	epics.	It’s	time	for	a	numbered	list	of	issue	highlights!
	 1)	The	cover:	I	like	the	limited	palette	and	the	interplay	between	the	yellow,	
green,	grays,	and	browns.	Classy!	I	also	like	how	in	the	Savage	Dragon	universe,	
there’s	a	chunk	of	floating	rock	every	five	feet	in	space.	The	less	saturated	green	
for	 Dragon’s	 skin	 makes	 me	 wonder:	 do	 you	 have	 a	 list	 of	 the	 exact	 CMYK	
formulas	for	Dragon	in	different	lighting	conditions,	or	just	his	“real”	base	color	
which	can	be	adjusted,	to	taste,	to	fit	the	situation?
	 2)	Regarding	 the	colors	again,	 the	fight	between	Dragon	and	Krull	 looks	so	
good!	Who	made	the	decision	to	make	this	scene	almost	completely	green,	yellow,	
and	white?	It	works!	The	action’s	clear,	everything’s	easy	to	follow,	and	Krull	with	
his	head	stuck	in	the	wall	is	great.	The	panel	where	he’s	hanging	there	limp	brings	
to	mind	Winnie	the	Pooh	stuck	in	the	rabbit	hole.	Humiliating!
	 3)	Pages	12	and	13	(I	 think):	Good	choice	putting	 these	scenes	next	 to	each	
other.	The	two	previous	pages	are	so	vivid	that	the	relative	muted	grayness	of	these	
pages	really	sells	the	gloom	of	the	environments.
	 4)	Page	17,	panel	3:	Of	all	of	the	small	faces	in	this	issue,	Krull’s	in	this	panel	
is	my	favorite.
	 5)	Page	21:	One	of	the	saddest	pages	in	Savage	Dragon	history!	
	 6)	Overall,	I	think	you	nailed	the	structure	on	this	issue.	It’s	a	strong	example	
of	your	recent	style	of	telling	multiple	stories	per	issue	via	very	short	scenes.
	 7)	 I’ll	 say	 (write)	 it	 again:	 I	was	 really	 impressed	with	 the	 coloring	 on	 this	
issue.	In	fact,	it’s	been	better	than	usual	(I	think)	for	a	little	while	now.	I	almost	
wrote	a	letter	a	few	issues	back	just	to	say	that	the	coloring	in	the	winter	scenes	in	
the	“Invasion”	arc	was	refreshing.	I	guess	I	should	have!	Anyway,	good	stuff.
	 	 Nicholas	Burgess

 1: There’s a general palette for Savage Dragon and his skin color in normal 
conditions	and	the	rest	is	“seasoned	to	taste.”	It’s	adjusted	to	fit.
 2: Nikos and I talk things through often but it was established early on that 
backgrounds on Dragon’s ship had a limited palette and this scene played off 
that. 
 3: Neat!
 4: Ha! Thanks!
 5: Ah…the letters page…
 6: Thanks again.
 7: Nikos and Mike…take a bow. 

Erik, 
	 Hey,	so	I’ve	been	reading	since	the	first	issue	and	I’d	been	meaning	to	write	
since	 #150,	 but	 your	 blank	 letters	 page	 has	 spurred	 me	 to	 action.	 #181	 was	 a	
welcome	 arrival	 at	my	 store,	 after	 the	 too-quick	#180	 and	 the	 subsequent	 two-
month	wait.	 I	was	very	glad	 to	 see	 the	challenge	Dragon	brought	 to	his	people	
regarding	their	social	structure	and	I’m	curious	to	see	how	it	will	work	out.	One	
would	hope	that	the	Krylans	will	consider	his	words	and	work	on	building	a	less	
“lemming-like”	society.	I’m	under	the	impression	that	Dragon	may	be	returning	
to	Kalyptus	periodically	as	his	second	home,	much	like	the	Hulk	would	go	back	to	
K’ai	to	visit	Jarella	in	the	classics.	Of	course,	that	may	just	be	because	I’m	drawing	
too	much	into	the	similarities	between	Lorella	and	Jarella’s	names.	
	 I’m	really	not	too	crazy	about	the	idea	of	Angel	and	Malcolm	being	attracted	
to	each	other,	but	I’m	glad	it’s	being	handled	well.	We’ll	just	have	to	see	how	this	
works	out,	 but	 I	 guess	 if	 they	do	get	 together	 --	well,	Ghost	Rider	married	his	
stepsister	figure,	sort	of.	So	there	is	a	precedent	in	comics.
	 I	dunno	how	many	have	guessed	this	and	sent	you	notes	already,	but	I’ve	been	
thinking	 the	new	Overlord	 is	Simon	Kane,	or	 some	piece	of	him,	 since	#150.	 I	
know	he	got	his	head	blown	off,	but	maybe	he	did	one	of	those	“thought	transfer”	
things	and	 jumped	 into	another	body?	He’s	 the	only	guy	I	know	of	who’d	have	
enough	time	to	sit	through	the	2001	Spider-Man	movies	sitting	in	his	bunker,	he	
has	a	similar	stuttering/halting	speech	pattern,	and	he	seems	to	be	able	to	persuade	
freaks	pretty	easily	when	he	holds	up	that	right	hand.	His	concerns	about	weeding	
out	the	bad	guys	and	freak	rights	have	also	led	me	in	this	direction.	My	guess	is	
that	 he	 either	 jumped	 into	 a	body	he	 can’t	 fully	 control	 or	 can’t	 control	what’s	
left	of	his	body,	thus	necessitating	usage	of	the	Overlord	armor.	Perhaps	he’s	in	
a	radiation-wracked	resurrected	body	like	the	one	in	#65.	Hopefully	we’ll	see	in	
#182!
	 Thanks	 for	 still	making	 this	 book.	 It’s	 a	 great	 read	 and	 you’re	my	 favorite	
creator	 in	 comics.	 The	 internet	 seems	 to	 be	 under	 the	 impression	 that	 you’re	
some	kind	of	dream-killing	maniac,	but	 I	 remember	meeting	you	 in	San	Diego	
in	2001	and	showing	you	some	of	my	worst	drawings	--	your	response	was	very	
constructive	and	helped	me	and	my	motivation	a	lot.	You	simply	said	“Don’t	make	
the	heads	too	round	--	use	more	of	a	cylinder	shape.”	I	always	thought	you	were	a	
swell	guy	and	I’ll	keep	reading	these	books	as	long	as	you’re	making	them.	And	
I’ll	try	not	to	make	people’s	heads	too	round.
	 Your	fan,	
	 	 D.	F.	Lee
	 P.s.	Am	I	imagining	things	or	does	it	say	“****	this”	in	the	rubble	at	the	bottom	
of	the	cover?	That	space	rubble	gots	a	potty	mouth.

 It’s your imagination.

Erik,
	 The	blank	letters	page	in	issue	181	has	spurred	me	to	write	my	first	letter	to	a	
comic	ever.	I’ve	been	reading	Savage	Dragon	since	it	began	(back	when	I	was	12	
years	old)	and	I’ve	never	missed	an	issue	of	SD	or	its	related	series.	I	love	that	you	
have	a	letters	page	in	your	book	and	seeing	a	blank	one	was	a	bit	shocking.	I’m	not	
sure	why	I	haven’t	written	earlier,	but	seeing	that	blank	page	was	a	call	to	action.
	 One	of	the	things	I	love	about	your	comics	is	that	the	only	predictable	thing	
about	them	is	that	you	will	do	something	unexpected	with	the	story.	This	is	why	I	
really	like	issue	181.	The	end	of	180	left	me	expecting	a	no-holds-barred	Dragon	
vs.	son	battle	that	would	leave	Dragon	broken	and	feeling	his	age.	But	of	course,	
you	didn’t	go	that	way.	It	was	amusing	how	easily	Dragon	batted	around	his	kid.	
And	the	coloring	choices	for	the	battle	were	really	cool.	What	a	great	scene.	I	also	
really	 liked	 the	“meanwhile,	back	on	earth”	moments	 throughout	 the	book	 (the	
news	coverage	of	AllGod’s	death,	Malcolm	and	Angel).
	 One	 surprise	 with	 181	 was	 the	 cover.	 I	 thought	 it	 was	 kind	 of	 weak.	 The	
placement	of	Dragon,	the	logo,	and	the	space	rocks	is	ok,	but	there’s	just	something	
about	it	that	doesn’t	work.	Maybe	it’s	that	Dragon	is	a	bit	washed	out	and	blends	in	
with	the	rocks.	I	can’t	place	it	exactly.	Most	of	your	covers	are	just	plain	awesome	
(some	of	my	favorites	are	64,	75,	76,	87,	90,	112,	122,	142,	147,	166	and	the	Talk	
with	God	tpb)	so	one	miss	in	20	years	is	not	something	that	will	keep	me	away.
	 All	in	all,	181	was	a	great	issue.	I’m	looking	forward	to	more.	Erik,	thank	you	
for	20	years	of	fun	and	exciting	Savage	Dragon	comics	and	here’s	to	many	more.
	 	 Aaron	Eppy
	 	 Butler,	PA
 
 I colored the cover To issue #181 myself so if somebody has to take the 
blame…make it Josh Eichorn.  He’s got nothing better to do.
 Thanks for writing…and be here next month for more big-time funnybook 
fun. We’re just getting warmed up!
  -Erik Larsen

NEXT: SAVAGE DRAGON ON TRIAL: THE VERDICT.

And hey, don’t forget to keep reading this book 
for the final chapter of our ever-lovin’ Vanguard serial! 
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