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Erik, 
	 Back when Frank Miller’s Batman came out, people in their 
mid-to-late 50’s were considered “old.” That simply isn’t the 
case anymore, as exemplified by today’s aging rock stars who 
refuse to retire. Fundamentally, many comic book enthusiasts 
are aging men who refuse to put aside so-called childish things 
as St. Paul would have us do. I think Papa Dragon still had some 
good years left in him, and I’d much rather follow the exploits 
of a grizzled veteran, similar to Miller’s Marv, than a callow 
youth. Speaking of Marv, the passing of the torch was well 
“executed.” Dragon Sr. loses his powers after being fried on the 
electric chair, whereas it would seem, Lex Luthor back in ALL 
STAR SUPERMAN gains Supes’ powers. That being said, I 
like Malcolm, and seeing him accept the mantle of his father is 
definitely cool -- I always liked the idea/ideal of a new Phantom 
successor, and Dick Grayson being the next Batman just makes 
sense. Seeing Dragon Sr. in flashbacks is always welcome, but I 
hope we get to see him in the present in a mentorship role. 
	 I’ll be honest though -- I don’t like seeing “old” people 
being put out to pasture. Dragon should eventually get back his 
powers... maybe one day even get back his own book. 
	 The cover to SD #196 is a fitting tribute to ACTION COMICS 
#425 by the late, great Nick Cardy. I’d have to say the cover to 
SD #194 is my all-time favorite -- reminiscent of Jack Kirby’s FF 
#69. Long live modern comic book covers that are not obscured 
by intrusive UPC bar codes. By the by, my fave cover of all time 
would have to be FLASH #266... even though I’m sure many 
would probably say something like SILVER SURFER #4. 
	 I obviously noticed how Malcolm took out Torment... for 
good(?) Too bad. Visually, he was a strong character. Perhaps 
you might consider exploring Malcolm’s powers of electricity 
as a form of electroconvulsive therapy, whereby rehabilitating 
hardened criminals. I’m only being half facetious. 
	 While some folks might bemoan the fact that your book is 
often late, I don’t mind all that much considering your interior 
pencils are usually kicked up a notch. Thank God you’re not as 
slow as Frank Quitely, or heaven forbid -- Adam Hughes! I don’t 
go for an art style that’s too loose, which I translate as rushed, 
or the product of someone who can’t really draw. I’m amazed 
at how Bob Fingerman’s MINIMUM WAGE has evolved... or 
should I say progressed. A stylized, cartoony style can still 
be structured, and not an amorphous blob. Even though Jack 
Kirby couldn’t really draw Spider-Man’s costume properly, and 
his anatomy was a little wonky, his pencils were always tight, 
a’ight?! The fact that DC would have Murphy Anderson redraw 
Kirby’s Superman heads is as reprehensible as Glenn Close’s 
voice being dubbed over Andie MacDowell’s in GREYSTOKE: 
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN. 
	 Before I go, let me just say it was funny seeing you -- a huge 
jade jaw fan -- being featured in THE COMICS JOURNAL 

#222, alongside James Kochalka, a self-proclaimed milquetoast 
when it comes to the Rampaging Hulk. Speaking of that green 
goliath, I couldn’t help but notice your first Marvel work, THOR 
#385, was the start of a lengthy Ron Frenz run (damn that Joe 
Sinnott can ink) --with your AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #287, 
being at the tail end of a decent Frenz run. Interesting. 
	 It pains me to see SPAWN reaching 250 while you’re at a paltry 
(kidding) 200, but we both know to what degree McFarlane 
divested himself from the writing/art chores. I hope you live 
a long and healthy life Mr. Larsen, for obvious selfish reasons 
of course. God bless you and your family, and I wanna see the 
anticipation for issue #200 eventually become superseded by an 
even more epic #300. No pressure. 
	 Sincerely, 
		  Sotiris Gravas

	 I hope to get there. You keep reading ‘em and I’ll keep 
making ‘em.

Erik, 
	 Move over, Hulk -- there’s a new Jade Jaws in town -- as 
clearly evidenced by SD #197. It’s funny how actor Richard 
Kiel, aka the James Bond villain Jaws, almost went on to play 
the Green Goliath in the 70’s THE INCREDIBLE HULK TV 
series. Most comic book creators fear their beloved book will 
get lost in the shuffle amid cluttered comic book racks. No 
fear here with that cover -- although, I’m sure some fans soiled 
themselves. 
	 This issue definitely answers any questions I might have had 
as concerns Malcolm’s powers of electricity. You could have at 
least had Malcolm’s skin sparkling à la TWILIGHT, given his 
apparent vampiric condition. No? Okay. 
I just saw Savage Dragon, ahem, I mean Dino-Cop pop up over 
in THE MULTIVERSITY #1. It definitely reminds me of your 
awesome SUPERMAN/SAVAGE DRAGON one-shot from way 
back when. It would appear Supes took Dragon Sr.’s sartorial 
advice to heart, and no longer abides by the underwear on the 
outside routine. 
	 I’m still waiting for the Savage Dragon to get a blood 
transfusion from his son so that he can once again regain 
his powers -- Wolverine never had to put up with any of that 
rigmarole (dead, my ass). 
	 Huzzah! SD # 200 is almost here! I’m thrilled to see Dragon 
Sr. on the front cover, which incidentally, looks great. It’s 
really cool to see you got Herb Trimpe to contribute, seeing as 
you’re such a big fan of his. Your book hasn’t surpassed 300 
(yet), but unlike CEREBUS, you never had to resort to the use 
of a background artist. A 200-page super spectacular would 
have been extra cool, but no biggie. Congrats on your big 
achievement, dude. 
	 Adios, 
		  Sotiris Gravas

	 Thanks. As far as the whole blood transfusion thing goes-
-that would only be a temporary fix. Dragon is essentially 
human now so blood from his son would eventually cause 
him to burst into a bloody pulp.

Hey Erik,
	 So apparently I underestimated you, sir. I’m glad that issue 
197 wasn’t just another mutated dragon person story. You have 
my apologies. Yeah, mutated Malcolm played a part in this story 
but he was still himself to at least some degree. The cover was 
an interesting one and I liked the way the green looked against 
the orange background. Wasn’t the most dynamic cover you’ve 
done, but it definitely catches the eye. You don’t see a lot of 
bright colors on comics covers anymore. 
	 I’m glad that Maxine continues to play a large role in the 
comic. I know you were saying in the letters column that we 
don’t see everything that happens in these characters lives, 

	 Okay, this is an idea I’ve kicked around for a while. Ever 
since I drew #7, actually (the all-splash issue). Could I? Would I 
dare attempt an all double-page spread issue? This issue is more 
than 20-years in the making. Waiting for just that perfect spot.
	 Of course, anybody could do an all-spread issue but what 
I wanted was a story where every spread should take up two 
pages--where every image demanded two pages--where every 
spread would take up two pages in any ordinary comic book. 
They had to be “worthy” of two pages and that’s a big part of 
why it took so long to find a spot for it. I wanted something with 
the right scale and scope to really make every spread worth 
those two page. Did I succeed? Did I fail? That’s up for you to 
decide. I did my part the rest is up to you.
	 For those reading this digitally on their phone--I’m sorry. 
Sometimes bigger really is better. To get the full effect you really 
do need to look at this issue in a format that’s larger than a deck 
of cards. This may be one of those times when it really does suck 
to be you.
	 On the plus side--it not likely to happen again. 



but I really hope we get to see the moment she stands up to her 
parents. I think it would really be a great, character defining 
moment. Let’s see that backbone! 
	 Nice to see Zelda get a happy ending. Those are all to rare 
these days. I liked that Malcolm took a stand against the police 
to do what was right. The kid definitely has the heart of a hero. 
Dart’s attack was pretty friggin’ vicious and, while she didn’t 
win this one, she kind of did in costing Malcolm his electrical 
abilities. Any real reason for that? I always liked that he has 
some different powers from his old man. Just feels kind of 
arbitrary is all. 
	 Hoping we see Angel in issue 200. Its been to long. I get 
wanting to really establish Malcolm, but don’t forget the 
amazing supporting cast you’ve built up. I get you only have so 
many pages a month though, so I’m willing to let it slide. Hey 
wait, where the hell is She-Dragon anyway? 
	 And OF COURSE the Deadly Duo help...kinda...I mean...
well...they mean well! More Deadly Duo! I’m dying here, man, 
how long will you make me beg? The world is in rough shape 
and I feel only the amazing Deadly Duo can change things on a 
global level. Its okay though, I know issue 200 will be a massive 
showcase of their abilities! ...right? See you next month, Erik! 
Have a good one!
		  Don Smith
		  Deadly Duo Supporter For Life
		  Vancouver, BC

	 I hope you caught our last issue and witnessed Maxine’s 
spectacular meltdown. 
	 I did like Malcolm’s electrical powers but I felt I was 
leaning on it too much. It seemed to be a bonus power that he 
could pull out of his ass to fry anybody that got out of hand. 
It had become a crutch.
	 As a surprise Angel showed up an issue early and brought 
along the SOS! I hope you dug it!
	 As for the Deadly Duo…they will be back. I promise.

Dear Erik, 
	 I was glad to see in issue 197 that you mentioned your trip 
to Europe (and especially to Paris) in the opening section to the 
letter pages and I am delighted to be considered as a “Savage 
Dragon enthusiast”! 
The Little Prince interpretation of Mr. Glum you drew me is 
now on the wall with a red childish frame next to the stuffed Mr. 
Glum. It looks terrific, thanks again. 
	 Regarding issue 197: 
	 Great to eventually look in a printed book at the first pages 
you showed us in Paris before they were even digitized. 
	 Seeing Dart cutting Malcolm’s arms on this splash page made 
my fan heart wriggle. What a blast! Yes, I know they grew back 
in the very same issue but it was cool anyway. 
	 You’re reintroducing regular freaks who are neither heroes 
nor villains is nice to read. My feeling is that it takes up where 
the plot with Ricochet and Barbaric left when they joined the 
police. We never really were to see what their “normal” life was 
in the undergrounds of Chicago. These freaks are potential new 
friends for Malcolm. I look forward to knowing more about 
them. 
	 It was really nice actually meeting you and chatting about 
comic-books in Paris. Please, consider me even more as a life-
time reader of any Dragon related material. 
		  Guillaume “Nortock Diab” Dubreuil 
		  Paris, France 

	 PS : Did you see that the first appearance of this guy who 
teamed-up twice with the Dragon sold for over 3 million bucks? 
Any idea if it is related?

	 I would think Superman’s team up with Savage Dragon is 
what pushed that book over the top!
	 Paris was fantastic. Love that city. I could spend a lifetime 
there. I had a blast and I could not have asked for a more 
enthusiastic and gracious host. It was far and away the best 
store signing I’ve ever had. Thanks for being a part of it.

Hi Erik, 
	 Seeing online preview pages of an upcoming issue sometimes 

puts a damper on my fun when I get to read the actual issue. 
Well, I’ve got this to say about those unlettered, black and white 
pages from #197 you showed me and Edmond Tourriol in the 
lobby of your hotel in Paris: they didn’t hamper my enjoyment 
of the issue in the slightest! Maybe it’s a lesson to be learned: 
unfinished pages as a hook for readers who don’t want anything 
spoiled. 
	 Now seriously, this might be one of the most enjoyable issues 
in a while. For the first time, I get the feeling that Malcolm 
really is in charge: he didn’t kill anybody involuntarily and even 
looked like he had a solid grip of the situation when he planned 
to use the Freak Out guns to cure the Danger Zone people. His 
later dismemberment and lack of personal blood supplies are a 
nice reminder that he’s still a kid who doesn’t know better, but 
he’s getting there. 
	 Generally speaking, what I enjoyed a lot about this issue is 
how it feels self-contained. It’s not, really: it’s the ending to an 
arc, but so much stuff happens that could have been dragged on 
for several issues that it really feels event-packed and you truly 
deliver something worth the reader’s money. Malcolm puts an 
end to the Freak Out situation, is turned into a monster, loses 
his powers, gets them back minus the lightning… which I’m a 
bit sad to see go, but I can see why it made him too powerful 
to build interesting, dangerous situations around him in the 
future. The second-bit characters even get a nice, bare-bones but 
efficient love story (that last panel with the freaked-out Zelda 
and Parker is priceless). We get bits and pieces of Maxine, the 
Precinct, and Dart shines on that gorgeous hand-cutting full 
page (the red blood splatter on a separate layer is a nice touch!). 
This approach also differentiates Malcolm’s trials to that of his 
father. I was a bit circumspect when I first saw the preview for 
that issue’s cover, because Mutated Malcolm reminded me a 
bit of Virus Dragon and I felt it was a bit soon for that kind of 
transformation to occur. But the final treatment is so different I 
need not have worried, me of little faith! 
	 It’s a nice surprise to see Vanguard back in a new serial. 
I know you mentioned it in Paris, but didn’t realize it would 
happen so soon. I was wondering what would be the reaction 
of his fellow Kalyptans to the massacre of their home planet, 
but they’re nowhere to be seen. Actually, I thought they weren’t 
even aware of the Krylans’ attempt to repopulate Kalyptus, 
but it seems the gang was aiming to settle among Dragon-
people now, weren’t they? Gary and Frank got me curious as 
to how they’re going to handle this old sci-fi trope of the last 
survivors of a planet trying to gather what’s left of their race 
(possibly lost in outer space) and restart their civilization. Some 
animated series I watched as a kid (such as *Thundercats* and 
*UFO Robo Grendizer*) have explored that concept to various 
degrees, never to my satisfaction as a viewer, and I wonder how 
Carlson and Fosco will pull it off. I know what your approach 
is: the less Krylans, the better! But I guess they’ll offer us an 
alternative with Vanguard-lookalikes. 
	 Sorry this letter is not longer, but as always, I’m up to my 
neck in translations. You’ll be glad to know I’m spreading the 
good word with more Image-published goodness, namely Seeley 
and Norton’s fourth French-language *Revival* hardcover, 
including the crossover with *Chew*. I’ll take the opportunity 
to write in a public forum what I already told you after our 
meeting in Paris: thanks for being the easygoing, accessible, and 
all-around swell guy that you are. And, as always, thanks for the 
pulse-pounding comics, *Monsieur* Larsen! 
		  Jérôme Wicky

	 P.S. : Can’t wait to get my hands on *Giant-Size Kung Fu 
Bible Stories*. I hope my comic book shop doesn’t fail me!!

	 You and me both and thanks again for spending some 
time and wandering around Paris.
				    -Erik Larsen

NEXT: Issue #200. Isn’t that reason enough to show up?

Keep reading, friend! An all-new Vanguard serial by Gary 
Carlson and Frank Fosco and more Funnies are forthcoming!
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