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Dear Erik, 
	 Well, you explained and apologized for issue 245’s delay, but it 
didn’t take too long to see why it gave you a tough time. Writing and 
drawing 13 pages of 12 panel grids was a cool experiment, but I’m 
sure you wouldn’t want to try it again. I think you pulled it off, though, 
and it really made those double page spreads pop. 
	 The Chained Man was a very interesting character. You revealed 
just enough of his story that the reader could piece it together. The 
details about his murder or how he came back aren’t really important. 
I almost want to see him come back, but it probably makes this story 
work better if he’s just a one-off. I do wonder if Malcolm faced any 
trouble over shooting Cassius Brown. I know he had to do it, but it 
kind of looks like murder, and self-defense doesn’t really apply. 
	 As rough as it is to see Malcolm and Maxine having issues in the 
bedroom, I’m glad that you’re showing the scars from all the trauma 
she’s gone through. If there was an easy answer to all of this, it would 
feel like a cop out. But I’m still getting a kick out of the pet names. It’s 
gone from cute to annoying to silly to pretty darn funny. And I think 
every Canadian will appreciate the Peach Basket reference, especially 
considering the game they were watching. 
		  Taylor Porter 
		  Halifax, Nova Scotia

	 It may not have been self-defense but Malcolm did save the life 
of Gabrielle Walker. It’s legal to use lethal force to defend yourself 
or others. So if a bad guy is pointing a gun at someone else, then 
you’d be justified in shooting them. It was justifiable homicide and 
a police officer was a witness to that. 

Hey Erik, 
	 Another great issue, and worth the wait. As you’re no doubt aware, 
us fin-addicts are rusted on, so however long between issues you need 
to take - isn’t going to have an impact on our sales. 
	 Maxine’s PTSD and how it manifests from scene to scene is 
an interesting element, and I hadn’t considered that her previous 
nymphomaniac tendencies might have affected Malcolm to perhaps 
increase his own drive - he always just seemed to be along for the ride, 
rather than being THAT into it. 
	 As big a deal that Todd is making about Spawn #301 being a record-
breaking issue, I think we all know that you’re the only one that’s 
really challenging Sim for the record (or has already surpassed given 
his collaboration with Gerhard for much of Cerebus’ run). 
	 On a related subject, is there any shakeup for Malcolm’s life on the 
way with the upcoming #250? 
	 Couple questions: 
	 Q1. Returning from the dead, lots of animated chains, wanting to 
see his girl one last time... any reference or subtext there? 
	 Q2. Have we seen this chain guy (alive) before in the book and 
maybe I missed it? 
	 Q3. The splash page and 12-panel grid format, was this a homage 
to another book that flowed this way, or just an experiment (I always 
love when you do stuff like this). 
	 Keep kicking ass and taking names, Erik. 
		  Darren Close 
		  Melbourne, AUS

	 I’d rather not say definitively what will or won’t happen in 
SAVAGE DRAGON #250.
	 Having a creator-owned book pass the #300 mark is kind of 
a big deal and Todd has every right to crow about that. It is an 
outstanding achievement. My hat’s off to him and SPAWN and the 
numerous creative teams that helped accomplish this, but it was 
not the same thing as what Dave Sim did on Cerebus. Yes, Dave 

had help, Gerhard drew background for most of those issues, but 
Cerebus was written by one man and drawn by one man (with one 
assistant, doing backgrounds). He didn’t get over the finish line 
with help from successive creators writing, pencilling and inking 
his book. Todd’s longest run on the book was writing, pencilling 
and inking seven consecutive issues. Dave did 300. That doesn’t 
mean that Todd didn’t get his book past the finish line--he did--but 
it’s not the same achievement. 
	 A1. None. And he didn’t return to see his girl--it was to avenge 
his own death.
	 A2. We have not. I mean, I could point to any number of random 
background characters and claim it was him--but it wasn’t him.
	 A3. It was not an homage to anything. Just trying something out. 

Hey Erik, 
	 Issue #245 really hit the spot. It’s felt like a year since the last issue 
hit, but truthfully I actually think the wait was worth it, despite the 
issue being a pretty self contained story. In all honestly, in the age 
where comics are written for trades, it’s kinda nice to have a self 
contained story. It takes us to a much earlier era in comics, where 
every issue didn’t have to end on a cliffhanger. 
	 What can I say, I really like this issue and the tale of the Chained 
Man. A story of a ghost out for vengeance is something we really 
haven’t seen in these pages and it honestly was a pretty entertaining 
read while also great to look at. The double paged spreads in the issue 
were some of your finest works. We didn’t get to know much about the 
Chained Man prior to his death and we don’t know what type of person 
he was and if he was chasing death. However, that didn’t take away the 
impact of the page where he returns to where he once came from. He 
was avenged, but he still lost his love at the end. It was a nice story and 
as I said before, it’s pretty nice to have a self contained story here and 
there. This one had a bit of an impact on me as it was a pretty powerful 
story, and one that doesn’t have us screaming for a sequel which is a 
sign of a very satisfying tale. 
	 Love seeing Angel as I feel she hasn’t been featured as much 
recently. She’s always been one of your strongest written characters, 
so hopefully she appears more frequently and starts kicking some ass. 
	 A few questions! 
	 1. I think enough time has passed since I’ve asked this. Any 
chance we will see more of Arachnid? Would love to see him go 
after Malcom for a rematch at some point. 
	 2. Loved seeing you draw San Francisco. Once Malcolm is allowed 
back in the US, any chance we might visit SF again? 
	 3. Wow. #250 is around the corner. Any idea what size the issue will 
be and what we can look forward to? 
	 4. Was the Chained Man a challenge to draw with all those chains? 
	 Either way, love the book and excited what you have in store for 
us soon. Looking at a few upcoming covers I see Dart is returning. 
Hopefully she brings some of the VC with her! Keep up the good 
work, and one more issue closer to #300! 
	 Sincerely, 
		  Benny Hasa 
		  San Jose, CA 

	 1. We’ll eventually see Arachnid. It would strain credibility to 
have him show up in Toronto though. 
	 2. Yeah. If and when that happens, I’d like to see Malcolm visit 
a few American cities. He’s not done a lot of traveling.
	 3. I expect it’ll be another 100-page issue and it’s likely to be 
the last 100-page issue until #300. I can’t keep doing these things 
every 25 issues. 
	 4. He was a complete and utter pain in the ass. I have to stop 
doing things like that.

Dear Erik, 
	 Fifteen years since my last letter and well over a decade since my 
last issue, I think I shocked everyone at my local comic book store 
yesterday when I bought SAVAGE DRAGON #245. I pretty much 
expect news crews to gather in my back yard any second now. 
	 One of the main reasons for coming back to this book was the 
realization that I’ve always loved your artwork and I missed having 
it in my monthly stack of comics. This issue definitely scratched that 

I just got back from Lucca, Italy, where I attended one of the 
coolest comic book conventions ever! These guys really know 
how to put on a show. I had a delightful time. That and New York 
Comic Con were a terrific finale to my 2019 convention season.  
	 It’s been a fun-filled few months for me, but that’s translated 
into another slightly delayed issue for you. Let’s get right into the 
mail, shall we...?
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itch with the experimental switching between a twelve-panel grid and 
the full-blown spreads. The small panels leave little room for details, 
but the spreads more than make up for that. And it’s a neat way of 
packing a lot of storytelling in twenty pages. 
	 Having been out of the loop for so long, I needed that storytelling 
too. Of all the things that have changed over the years, Malcom’s 
growing family came as the biggest surprise. We’re looking at a third 
generation of Dragons here and that certainly puts into perspective 
how long this book has been going. Also, the real-time aspect allows 
you to tell stories you’d never have been able to tell otherwise. 
	 So yes, SAVAGE DRAGON is back on my list. I promise it won’t 
take another fifteen years before you hear from me again! 
		  Olav Beemer 
		  Zeist, The Netherlands

	 Okay, cool--but the big question remains--what’d I do to drive 
you away in the first place? 

Dear Erik, 
	 Another letter to Savage Dragon. This is becoming a regular thing 
with me. So first I’m going to gush about #245. It’s still the first book 
I read when I get home on Wednesdays, and that is always the best 
choice. After reading #245 I realized I should NEVER flip through the 
book at the comic store. That might ruin all the surprises inside! 
	 It’s always fun to see you experiment with page layouts. The 12 
panel per page worked well, and the THREE double page spreads were 
great! The first one I was expecting. It seems to be a regular thing now, 
and I love it. The second one was even more amazing, and the third 
was so totally unexpected I had to say WOW out loud, even though I 
was the only person in the room! 
	 As for the story, it was a done-in-one! Which, as we all know, is 
now the exception instead of the rule. I recommended your book to 
several people, letting them know this issue would give them a good 
idea of what they have been missing all these years! There were three 
sex scenes, always a fun treat, basketball fu (as Joe Bob Briggs would 
say), baby Dragon fu, (we don’t need to see Maxine killed a third 
time!), and moral quandary fu. 
	 I say that because the person Malcolm was trying to save was 
a murderer who, in my opinion, didn’t deserve his protection. You 
can preach all you want about due process and the justice system (of 
Canada in this case), but you more or less established his scumbag 
credentials, and I was rooting for his demise so The Chained Man 
could find peace. What we were never told was 1. whether or not Jackie 
Walker was also a criminal scumbag killed by his partners in crime, 
or 2, the specific circumstances of his murder (not really necessary for 
the story actually), and 3. why Cassius, (one of the three who killed 
Jackie), showed up at the funeral. Talk about chutzpah. 
	 The fact that Malcolm shot Cassius was brilliant. The scumbag is 
dead, Malcolm is the hero, and Jackie goes on to this eternal rest...
somewhere. I’m assuming his return as an avenging ghost indicates 
he was an innocent victim. When do dead scumbags ever return for 
revenge? The Chained Man looked great. It’s a shame we will never 
see him again. But I can say that about a lot of SD characters through 
the years. 
	 Jackie having one sad, final, fade away moment with Gabrielle was 
also a touching moment. And ending the book with another humorous 
sex moment is always a fun way to bow out. 
	 Now I have two, non-comic questions for you. On Saturday, July 27, 
I was walking along Union Street in San Francisco in front of the old 
Metro Movie Theatre. I thought I passed by you talking and laughing 
with a tall guy with brown hair, sunglasses, and a blue t-shirt. He was 
slightly ahead of you, looking back, and you were laughing at something 
he said. At least I thought it was you. I wasn’t sure because I haven’t 
seen you since The Rose City Comic Con in 2016. So #1. Was that you 
or someone who looked like you? And #2. If it was you, and I had said 
something like, “Erik Larsen? Is that you?” would you have stopped to 
chat? Or do you find those celebrity-on-the-street moments intrusive? 
We all know movie stars find them annoying after a while because 
they just want to live their lives without constant interruption. Since 
you were talking and laughing (if that was you), I hesitated because I 
thought it would have been rude to interrupt your conversation. 
	 Anyway, I’m eagerly anticipation #250 like everyone else. #245 
was originally solicited for...January, I think, but I don’t care. Every 
issue is a godsend and you are a national treasure. Take your time with 
#250, and I hope it has multiple covers. Maybe even another XXX ??? 
I’ll buy them all! 
		  Daniel McMasters 
		  Sacramento, CA

	 It’s possible that it was me and that the tall guy with brown 
hair was my son, Joe. If my lovely bride was anywhere in the 

vicinity, it’s even more likely that it was me. I’ve been recognized 
a few times in the wild and it’s never been too terrible for 
anybody involved. 
	 I’m still mulling over what to do for SAVAGE DRAGON 
#250, but another XXX cover is unlikely. That was a one-time-
only stunt.  

Hi, 
	 Amazing Spider-Man 334 was the first issue I ever got at the 
newsstand when I was about 12years old. I loved it. The story and art 
were instantly my favorite.And I kept up with your run. My comic 
collection isn’t organized by titles. It is organized by artists. My ERIK 
LARSEN collection is by far the biggest. I even went back and got 
issues of Sentinel of Justice and DNAgents, as well as your DC stuff 
and other marvel stuff. It was so cool to watch you grow as an artist. 
	 So I was there for all the ‘90s comics and then I followed you to 
Image. However, I stopped collecting Savage Dragon around issue 
160s. Honestly, I couldn’t always make it to the comic store and then 
I would miss issues here and there.And after buying some random 
issues I had no idea what was going on. Finding back issues in the 
comic store isn’t easy. So I just stopped. 
	 But a few years later I discovered Comixology, and with it, the 
Archives Edition.I recently bought them all (even the issues I had) and 
started from the beginning. It took me a couple of months. I made it up 
to issue 225 so I am not that far behind. It is honestly incredible! It’s a 
grand universe you created here all by yourself. The stories are great. 
These characters truly evolve over time. I really can’t say enough 
good things about your comic. Truly, you are an incredible artist and a 
wonderful storyteller even though you have clearly changed your style 
over the years. Seeing the art in black and white was great and made 
me appreciate your style even more. 
	 Every once in a while I would go on YouTube while in my office and 
search to see you at conventions drawing something or interviews. But 
I noticed there were a lot of haters. And I really can’t figure out why. 
	 Some said that you had kids doing inappropriate things in there 
but when I came across those issues it was clear they were of age 
(at least with each other) and certainly older than when most people 
start having sex. While I thought some scenes were over indulgent 
with the boobs and sex scenes (I’m no prude, but I just don’t think 
showing explicit scenes helped the story along), I still thought 
“whatever”. Others felt that you were too political. That seems to 
be a BIG theme nowadays. Comics are TOO political. I am trying to 
think of a time when they weren’t political. Whether it was Captain 
America fighting Nazis before the United States was officially in 
WWII, comic book characters fighting “commies”, books called “ 
the ‘NAM”, Stan Lee writing an issue about drugs and suicide in 
Amazing Spider-Man… (honestly, there are too many to list)… 
comics have always been political.
	 It’s your book and if something in it bothered me it was only a 
minor distraction from all of the other wonderful things either in the 
issue or across the series as a whole, in my opinion. 
	 So I’m glad I went back and rediscovered your work. I’m with 
Savage Dragon until the end. And still, any time I’m in the comic store 
if I see a non Savage Dragon issue of yours, like the recent Marvel 
1000 and the Spider-Man cover (by the way, seriously, any artwork 
there for sale?), I will pick it up and add it to my collection. Now if I 
can just find those boxes!! 
	 Thanks again for all that you do. 
		  Milt Silva

	 It’s a divisive time. Several people have taken it upon themselves 
to pick sides and anybody perceived as being on the other side is 
an immediate target. A few online trolls with seemingly unlimited 
time on their hands have decided I’m public enemy #1 and have 
taken to peppering message boards and comments sections with 
their stupidity.
	 I’ve taken to doing what everybody else does--I don’t read the 
comments. 
	 As far as selling art goes--I may just auction off the new Spider-
Man stuff. I’ve gotten a lot of inquiries about it. 
		  -Erik Larsen

NEXT: Dart

Hey, don’t stop reading now--there’s plenty of additional 
funnybook fun to be had in the pages that follow--!
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