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Dear Erik, 
	 Savage Dragon #258 surprised me, although at this point 
I’m used to being surprised by you. With the build-up from 
the last few issues, I was expecting this battle with Thor to be 
an epic one, maybe even lasting a couple of issues. But nope, 
five pages in and it’s over. You’ve pulled the rug out from 
under us before like this, but I still never see it coming. 
	 But the rest of the issue turned out to be exactly what I 
needed. For a long time now, I’ve been waiting for Malcolm 
and Maxine’s kids to develop their own personalities and 
stories. I know it takes time, as it does for real life children. 
But there’s only so far you can go with the triplets existing 
as basically one entity, as just “the triplets.” So a spotlight on 
Amy (and her weird-as-hell talking tiger) was a perfect first 
step towards her becoming her own character in this book. 
Savage Dragon has basically always been an ensemble book, 
even if the ensemble is always changing, and sometimes 
changing back when old characters return. But when Amy, 
Jackson, Tyrone and Maddy become true characters in the 
ensemble, this title will be richer and deeper than ever. 
	 On an art note, I’ve really been enjoying the colours and 
letters lately, and they definitely looked good here. The art 
was good, even if some of the faces were a little wonky. 
And I think I saw you mention on Twitter that you had a Bill 
Sienkiewicz homage coming up, but I had forgotten until I 
saw it. That era of New Mutants wasn’t the one I grew up 
with, and I’ve probably only read Demon Bear once, but that 
iconic image was still instantly recognizable. 
		  Taylor Porter 
		  Halifax, Nova Scotia

	 Excellent! I was hoping readers would catch the 
reference. I don’t swipe a tremendous amount but I do like 
to slip in an occasional reference to something like that or 
have something look or feel familiar. The Demon Dear 
page was one of those times. Hats off to Bill Sienkiewicz!
	 Few readers caught the cover swipe. Walter’s figure 
was based on John Lennon off of the cover to his album 
Rock ‘N’ Roll. When it comes to cool cats, fewer cats 
looked cooler than John Lennon! 

Hey Erik, 
	 Savage Dragon #258. It’s become hard and harder to fathom 
how far long this book has come. That’s no measly number. 
I’ve been reading this book since I was a kid, and now I’m a 
full fledged adult! That’s scary I tell ya! Either way, it’s truly 
astonishing to see how far this book has come along. 
	 The issue wrapped up the battle with Thor quickly enough 
and he is once again captured. Only this time it’s via the 
Canadian government. I do hope we get a Herakles Vs Thor 
battle soon as he was left in a state of serious damage when 
we last saw him. Anytime Thor shows up, the book becomes 
a scary place, as he’s completely unpredictable. He’s one of 
the books biggest menaces, that might spark a laugh one 

moment, but a true tremble a moment later. 
	 Walter and Amy’s “adventure” was fun despite it mostly 
consisting of them being lost, tired, and hungry. However, 
once they found their energy source from the good Colonel 
things seemed to improve quickly for the pair. The Bill 
Sienkiewicz Grizzly page was a killer and I forgot that he’s 
a hero for a second there. 
	 Questions! 
	 1. So, Mako II is supposed to be a mass murdering serial 
killer, but we haven’t seen him at work yet. Should we expect 
to see the new Mako chomping away soon enough? 
	 2. Any chance we might see the God Squad showing up 
soon? Now that Thor is captured it would be great to see 
them possibly tackle Thor. Anytime we get Thor in a fight 
scene, it’s a real treat. 
	 3. Dart is dead. Any chance of a gang war as it’s been a 
long time since the VC has been at odds with each other. 
	 4. At this point, what do you honestly prefer doing 
more of now? The big action scenes or the more intimate 
conversation between characters? You strive at both, but just 
wondering what your preference is and why. 
	 Either way, you’re getting there, Erik. 300 is within 
reach, and once you hit that magic number, you’ll be on to 
something nobody has ever done before. The big 400. I’ll be 
here as long as this book continues, because this is the comic 
that feels like it should matter. 
	 Sincerely, 
		  Benny Hasa 
		  San Jose, CA 

	 1: Yes, quite soon.
	 2: Not soon, no. This is where real time becomes an 
issue. Thor was defeated in #258 but we’re on #260, which 
theoretically takes place two months later, which is a long 
time for characters to just sit around waiting for God Squad 
to drop by. Presumably--we missed their appearance when 
they dropped by to usher Thor back to prison.
	 3: That’s on its way.
	 4: Drawing battles comes most easily to me. Characters 
in action to some degree is more fun to draw. But fights 
aren’t very fun to write. There aren’t a lot of words 
exchanged or many things for people to say to each other. 
So that’s a conflict of sorts. 

Hi Erik, 
	 Issues 257 and 258 were fantastic. First off, I really 
enjoyed the return of Thor. He’s such a cool villain. Just 
brutal. Seeing him in an all-out brawl with Malcolm and 
North Force was great. You had a lot of cool page designs in 
there and it seems like you had fun with the panel borders, 
too, with single-line borders, double-lined colored borders, 
and scraggly frantic borders. Both issues had phenomenal 
opening splash pages. Awesome work all around. 
	 Amy and Walter’s adventure was super fun. The 
characters played off each other really well and you made 
their dialogue seem effortless. The art was really dynamic in 
their scenes and your cartooning on their facial expressions 
was really enjoyable. I’m sure it was a lot of work making 
pages that good, but you make it look so easy. 
	 And finally, any time you draw scenes in the snow, it’s 
pretty much my favorite thing. The snow blowing, the 

	 Welcome to Savage Dragon #260. 
	 Better late than never, eh? Not sure why this one gave me 
such grief but there we are. 
	 In case word hasn’t reached you yet--I’m writing and 
drawing a second ongoing title! ANT will be winging its way 
your direction any day now! 
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dead-looking trees, the black and white contrast, the winter 
clothes, the snowball fights, the snowy cityscape... So good 
it makes me turn into one of those chefs kissing his fingers 
saying, “Magnifique!” And so let’s all of us readers raise our 
fingers to our lips, use our best stereotypical chef voices, and 
say to Erik, “Magnifique!” 
		  Aaron Eppy 
		  Lancaster, MA

	 Thanks much. I wish it was as effortless as it looks. 
I’ve been doing this all of my life and if anything it’s 
gotten more difficult!

Erik, 
	 Amy and Walter’s adventure was a lot of fun! “Done in 
one”s are tough to come by these days so I love finding a 
good one. It caused me to have a couple questions so I’ll just 
jump right to it. 
	 1) Is Malcolm this muscular naturally? Meaning if he 
started lifting tons of weights (literally) would he get even 
bigger or is he pretty much just set the way he is? 
	 2) What does Malcolm’s shirt say? Sorry to make you spell 
out a joke if that is the case here but I couldn’t figure it out. 
	 3) What happens in issue #228 that Alex references? I 
don’t have a copy on-hand to check -- if their copy is the 
same as ours. 
	 4) In universe could Malcolm get hired for a KFC 
commercial and be the new temporary Colonel? Robocop 
was one in ours! 
	 5) Did you watch Robert Kirkman’s Invincible show on 
Amazon? A lot of us would really love to see Dragon on 
there in a future season! 
	 Thanks for your time, 
		  Dan

	 1: Yes, Malcolm is this muscular naturally. He cannot 
build more muscle through exercise, however. After you 
workout, your body repairs or replaces damaged muscle 
fibers through a cellular process where it fuses muscle 
fibers together to form new muscle protein strands 
or myofibrils. These repaired myofibrils increase in 
thickness and number to create muscle hypertrophy 
(growth). Since Malcolm has healing powers, there’s no 
increase in mass. His muscles simply return back to the 
way they were previously.
	 2: Objectivity. It’s in reference to a science channel on 
YouTube. 
	 3: Savage Dragon #228 contained a somewhat raunchy 
sex scene. 
	 4: It’s conceivable but unlikely.
	 5: I haven’t seen it. I don’t watch a lot of TV. I’ll watch 
whatever my wife is watching because I like to spend 
time with her but that’s almost never cartoons. I read the 
comic books and enjoyed those. 

Hey Erik, 
	 It’s the Sunday afternoon after 258’s release, so what 
better time to take a breather after dinner and write a letter? 
Overall, A Walk on the Wild Side, was a stellar issue. It’s 
always surprising to me when I open up a new issue to see 
what you do with an opening title/splash page. The super 
closeup of Malcolm in full electric Kirby Krackle mode is 
a great one. That dramatic lighting in the inking down the 
center of his face with the blues got me revved up for the 
rest of the issue! Then the always impressive page 2 and 3 
spread! BOOM! As much as I like your Thor, despicable 
as he is, it was satisfying to see Malcolm wrap up the fight 
rather handily. 

	 Pretty funny Malcolm has Paul reading back issues to get 
caught up on life in this reality. 228 was indeed a good one, 
glad to see Paul thought so too. For most of the issue we 
were treated to Amy and Walter hijinks and adventure. With 
each page I was cringing in anticipation thinking something 
bad was going to happen to them, especially Amy. I guess it 
was instinctual for me having a five year old son. I’m always 
nervous thinking of his welfare, and seeing Amy essentially 
running away from home with an anthropomorphic tiger 
was giving me anxiety with each turn of the page. I was 
totally onboard with how Maxine was feeling. Once we got 
to the pool house and Walter spotted the KFC, I started to 
get a sense of relief. The anticipation of comfort food and 
eleven herbs and spices! Mmm-mmm-MMM! 
	 Very clever homage/swipe page too! It’s based on a pretty 
popular deep cut, and I was proud of myself figuring out 
right away that it was of a Bill Sienkiewicz page. I’m usually 
not that clever when it comes to being able to spot those sorts 
of things. Well done! With Amy pushing the boundaries like 
this it’s going to be interesting to see if the other Dragon 
kids follow her lead. Hope to one day see them all as a team 
being the leads while Malcolm takes the backseat. That’s 
probably years away, I’m in no rush for you to get there. I’m 
always content with each new issue and just enjoying the 
ever evolving ride! 
	 Hey, you’re vaccinated! I’m vaccinated! Can’t wait to see 
you at a larger Con again someday! 	 Best, 
		  Nick Justus 
		  (Nothin’ Happenin’) Cumberland, VA
		
	 It’s been a rather grueling year and I’m looking 
forward to life getting back to semi-normal, conventions 
included. So, very much me too. 
	 Thanks for checking in.

Hey Erik, 
	 I finished “A Walk on the Wild Side” and thoroughly 
enjoyed this latest adventure centered mostly around Amy 
Dragon and the mysterious tiger, Walter. 
	 First the opening, I loved seeing Malcolm pound Thor and 
dispatch the god relatively quickly. 
	 The Amy and Walter adventure was the highlight though 
and seeing Amy growing up and starting to dare to venture 
outside the boundaries that her parents set up for her opens 
up so many plot possibilities. That tiger seems like he will 
be trouble. It was such a simple adventure but that is why 
the story was so much fun. Yourself and others have said 
this but these adventures do give me a nostalgia for reading 
Bill Watterson’s “Calvin and Hobbes” as a boy. Issue #258 
brought back some good memories of other good comics. 
Enjoyed the back up feature of the first time Amy and Walter 
met as well. 
	 Finally, I really do want to thank Josh “hard as nails” 
Eichhörn for all of his contributions to this fine comic book! 
	 Till next time, 
		  Dave Lester 
		  Seattle, WA
		
	 As do we all. We all owe a huge debt of gratitude to 
Josh Eichhörn, that goes without saying. 

Hello Erik, 
	 I really enjoyed issue 258. Nice to see Thor get his ass 
kicked. He is a piece of crap. It would be great not see him 
again, at least for a while. 
	 I’m curious to see what’s up with Walter The Tiger. He 
seems friendly enough. I hope he doesn’t have a sinister 
angle behind his actions. 



	 I’m happy to see you include Malcolm and Amy’s kids 
as much as you do in the comic. It helps me to identify with 
the lead characters more. Having kids is a full time job, and 
constant worry is a huge part of it. 
	 I like seeing less violence this issue. It felt like a breather 
from all the craziness lately. 
	 I love that you have Paul and Alex in the book. Their 
inclusion acts as an anchor to the old days of Savage Dragon 
and is very nostalgic for me. One question, will we see 
Powerhouse in the future? I miss that dude. 
	 Thanks for another great read! It’s very much appreciated. 
Until next time.  
	 Sincerely, 
		  Ricky D. Snyder 
		  Greenwood, Indiana

	 Powerhouse will be back. I do try to keep popular 
characters in rotation. He last appeared in #250, which 
wasn’t all that long ago. 
	 The problem with a cast of thousands is that there’s 
never enough space to include everybody. I do what I can.

Erik,  
	 HOLY KIRBY KRACKLE! That opening scene--WOW! 
Malcolm made Thor look like a chump! Thor’s no slouch 
either, as we’ve seen him hand Dragon Senior multiple ass 
kickings in the past. I’m pretty sure that after witnessing that 
take down, the Canadian is rethinking his views on Malcolm.   
	 You gave us our fix of fisticuffs right in the beginning, 
and then eased us into a light hearted buddy adventure. Amy 
and Walter’s adventure was a nice change of pace. I love 
that you have been populating Malcolm’s supporting cast 
with fun and quirky characters like Greta Gearbox, Captain 
Tootsie, and Walter, I’m hoping we learn more about Walter’s 
backstory and the other animal men created at Genetech. 
Who knows, maybe Jimbo Da Mighty Lobster was an early 
prototype! The Savage Dragon family cast has given you 
great possibilities to tell different types of stories with the 
different family members; whether it’s young Malcolm, 
navigating his way through the superhero life; Maxine, as 
a normal human dealing with everything; the Dragon kids, 
growing up with powers, or Grandpa Dragon, adjusting to 
a new life. It seems that there are more possibilities to keep 
the book fresh and exciting than ever before. It’s a great time 
to be a fan!  
	 I can’t wait until the next issue, in what appears to be the 
next era of this comic-- Malcolm as a member of a super-
team! The Dragon/S.O.S. era was one of my favorites and 
so I’m really looking forward to what you do with Malcolm 
in a similar situation with North Force.  I loved how Dragon 
didn’t play with others and I’m hoping Malcolm has a little 
bit of his dad’s stubbornness/antagonistic behavior.   
	 Just a few questions before I close this one out:  
	 1. The Vanguard: Ethereal Warriors back up looked 
terrific when reprinted in color. Is there any chance that the 
Vanguard: Strange Visitors mini-series can get the same 
treatment? 
	 2. What happened to Greta Gearbox? She seems to be 
MIA when it comes to the family scenes as of late. 
	 3. Dragon rarely used his super leaping ability, yet 
Malcolm does it on the regular. Why was/is that?  
	 Thanks for putting out my favorite funny mag!  
		  Craig Olsen 
		  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

	 1: Likely not. Vanguard: Etherial Warriors was 
originally crafted as chapters and this backup restored 
it to its intended form (for the most part). Vanguard: 

Strange Visitors wasn’t broken into chapters and it 
doesn’t split up as easily.
	 2: There’s a story there but the artist drawing it is 
taking his sweet time drawing it. 
	 3: I’m not sure what you’re referring to as I can recall 
plenty of times when Dragon used it. That, or Dragon 
always had too much crap in his pockets.

Erik   
	 I had a blast reading issue 258!  Malcolm has really 
matured over the years and became quite the badass hero.  
I’ve truly enjoyed following his adventures as well as 
everyone else in the Dragonverse.  I’m looking forward to 
see what’s coming up next.
	 That being said, I would like to also say I am definitely 
interested in your relaunch of Ant.  The cover art released 
for issues #12 and #1 look beautiful.  I like Ant and always 
enjoyed her appearances in Savage Dragon.  I’m just worried 
that this means that we won’t see as many issues of Dragon 
this year.  I’m such a huge fan of the book and I like it when 
it is released monthly.  Do you expect delays with Dragon 
to happen more frequently now that Ant will be an ongoing 
project for you?
		  Ben Wade 
		  Orlando, FL

	 We’ll both have to wait and see how this all plays 
out. The honest truth is that it’s not always predictable. 
Certain issues can take extraordinarily long to come 
together for any number of reasons. I had a great head 
of steam going a while back and was pulling ahead on my 
deadlines--and the Funnies issue came along and chewed 
up all of the ground I’d gained. It seems emulating 
numerous cartoonists’ writing and drawing styles took a 
lot more time than just doing a normal issue of the book. 
Similarly, the North Force issue ended up taking longer 
than usual due to all of backstory and other nonsense 
I needed to get sorted out. If things are going along at 
a brisk clip and I’m hitting on all cylinders, I can go 
pretty quickly. If I’m struggling--it can take forever and, 
sadly, I have no way of knowing which way it’s going to 
go beforehand. Savage Dragon is, and will continue to 
be, my first priority but ANT is a character I’ve been 
making plans for and thinking about for years and I feel 
compelled to tell her story as well. 
	 Here’s hoping it all goes as planned. 
	 Wish me luck! 

		  -Erik Larsen











The legendary SPIDER-MAN writer/artist 
takes on a whole new wall-crawler.

An all-new series, an all-new origin story 
from ERIK LARSEN and IMAGE COMICS.
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THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO COMIC 
BOOK LETTERING is ™ & © 2021 Nate 
Piekos. Image Comics® and its logos 
are registered trademarks of Image 
Comics, Inc. All rights reserved.
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