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PREVIOUSLY IN SPAWN

Last issue set The Guinness World Record for the “Longest-Running Creator-Owned 
Super Hero Comic”. Todd McFarlane begins his expansion of the Spawn Universe.
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A QUICK TRIVIA QUESTION...

 Who has worked on the most pages of the SPAWN comic since its inception in 1992?

The answer:  Tom Orzechowski. 

And no one is even close to him (including me).

The reason for this history lesson is simple… Tom has lettered every single issue of SPAWN since 
the beginning (minus one—issue #44, lettered by Lois Buhalis). And because of his Herculean 
efforts, always being there for me and SPAWN these past 27, Tom is setting a record of his own.

You’re probably aware that SPAWN just set a Guinness World’s Record for the “longest-running 
creator-owned comic of all-time.” Of which we are all quite proud of. But this issue (#302) will be 
the 301st issue lettered by the same person on the same comic book title.

Just think about that for a moment. Tom has done a minimum of 20 pages an issue (with a handful 
of extra-sized issues thrown in for good 
measure…like 300 and 301!) over the 
course of 27 years and 301 books. That’s 
over 6,000 pages of SPAWN. Six thousand! 
It is a staggering feat to say the very least.

Being a letterer on any comic book has 
always been an undervalued creative job. 
Letterers are usually at the end of a book’s 
deadline process and they are tasked, far 
too many times, in having to deliver quality 
work while making up the lost time the rest 
of us in the process used up. And they do it. 
Every time! This thankless career, done by 
so many individuals, is vital to ensuring the 
final pages look as good as they can. I was 
aware of “bad” lettering on a comic even 
when I was a young collector. So, doing a 
great job does make a difference.

As for Tom, I became aware of his work 
when he lettered the most magnificent 
comic book in my collection: The Uncanny 
X-Men. Claremont. Byrne. Austin. 
Orzechowski. These were the four names 
that were seared into my brain (along with 
some wonderful colorists too!). I thought 
Tom’s work on that book was the best 
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lettering I had ever seen. So, years later, when I was given 
my first professional art job working on a back-up story in 
Steve Englehart’s Coyote #11, I was anxious to see my first 
work in print. And lo and behold, the day I saw that book 
back in 1985, the letterer was Tom Orzechowski! Wow! I 
thought I had hit the motherload right out of the gate.

Years later, when a few of us began to talk about forming 
a new small comic company, that soon would become 
Image Comics, I thought the best part of doing your own 
independent comic is that I would get to hand-pick the 
creators I wanted to work on the new SPAWN comic. Tom 
was my very first phone call. And he quickly said yes. He 
also banged out the now famous SPAWN logo you see 
atop most every issue of the book. That was back in early 
1992. And it has been my great pleasure to have had his 
expertise in comics (which now spans over 47 years for 
him) flow onto the pages of this book. So… Thank you, Tom. 
For everything. I know I have push you on deadlines myself 
more times than I can count (including this issue), yet you 
never complained or waivered. You are a consummate 
professional. And more importantly a kind-hearted 
gentlemen. This book wouldn’t be what it is without your 
steady hand over all of the dozens of artists, and thousands 
of issues!

Todd McFarlane and Tom Orzechowski  NYCC 2019
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Todd McFarlane has opened his personal vault ONCE AGAIN and is collecting issues 8-15 of SPAWN in their original artboard form.

OVERSIZED VAULT EDITION II
Spaw

n298_2nd print.indd   24-25
7/12/2019   12:40:07 PM

AVAILABLE NOW!



RODNEY BARNES LUIS  NCTJASON SHAWN ALEXANDER

S I N S  O F  T H E  F A T H E R  -  P A R T  I

1

KILLADELPHIA is TM & © 2019 Rodney Barnes & Jason Shawn Alexander. Image Comics® and its logos are registered 
trademarks of Image Comics, Inc. All rights reserved.

SNEAK PREVIEW!

IN STORES NOVEMBER 2019
DIAMOND CODE: SEP190042

ONLY FROM
IMAGECOMICS.COM



Say that 
again...

Wasn’t home more than twenty 
minutes before the truth decided 
to rear its ugly head. 

Not 
yet. 

I say we get 
the fuck out 

of here. 

JimMy, there are dead 
people in there! I know 
betTer than anybody 
that they shouldn’t 

be banging on 
doOrs! 

 Jose and I talked long into the night. 
Avoiding the only plausible conclusion 
because... it was implausible.



But… 
we both 
heard it.

Yeah. 

Are 
you out 
of your 
mind?

I’m 
going 

in.

What 
do we do 

now? 

Like, 
this is 
crazy!

TelL me 
something 

I don’t 
know. 

How am I 
supPosed 
to know?

What 
hapPened?



Show 
yourself!

Fuck. 

Harvest GreEn Homes, 
A.K.A. HelL HalL. 

in the seventies, this was the answer to low-income 
housing. in the late eighties through the next decade, 
crack cocaine drove it into the abysS. Today, it’s a 
cold reminder of what could have beEn.

The key to 
solving this 
nightmare 
is in there. 

And I’m taking 
him down. 

Tevin
Thompkins! 

Set up. 

KILLADELPHIA 
IN STORES NOVEMBER 2019
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