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Breaking up is hard to do. 

I’ve been writing Witchblade, with a slight break in the middle, since 2004. My 
daughter was a toddler when I wrote my first Witchblade script. Now she’s old 

enough to read even the mature-themed issues. Sara Pezzini has been “the other 
woman” in my life for more than a decade. But it’s over. 

With this issue, we reach the end of Witchblade, for a while at least. It’s bittersweet, 
of course, as there’s sadness in bringing down the curtain a final time. But there’s 
also satisfaction in keeping the series running for 185 issues, especially in an era 

when relaunches, reboots and revamps are commonplace. It’s been a hell of a run. 

When I was initially offered the writing duties on Witchblade, I had never read an 
issue of the series. I was familiar with it, but it wasn’t on my pull list. �roughout 
my career, I’ve found that those assignments, the ones with less familiarity and no 
pre-conceived notions, are often the ones that turn out the best. You can approach 
the material with fresh eyes, and more easily sort what works from what doesn’t. 

For me, that meant digging into Sara herself, trying to flesh out her character (no 
pun intended) and make readers care about her. And in the process, of course, 

make me care about her. 

I’ve probably written more stories about Sara than any other character in my 
career. We’ve been through a lot together. Sara lost a partner, lost the Witchblade, 
regained the Witchblade, got a good boyfriend, got pregnant by a bad boyfriend, 

had a baby, sacrificed the baby, moved away from New York, and moved back 
to New York. I’m sorry we’ve come to the end of the road, but I’m proud of the 

journey we’ve taken. I think I grew as a writer, and I hope Sara grew as a character. 

Comics are inherently a collaborative medium, a marriage of words and pictures 
making a greater whole. None of these 185 issues could have existed without 
a long list of writers, artists, letterers, editors, production people and more. I 

personally want to thank everyone at Top Cow past and present, all the artists 
I worked with, and of course all the readers. Lastly, any mention of Witchblade 
would not be complete without honoring the late Michael Turner, who helped 

bring Sara and the Witchblade into the world. 

�is chapter is done. I’m going to miss Sara. I hope you will too. 

      Ron Marz
      October, 2015
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It’s hard to believe it’s been over twenty years since Brian Haberlin pitched the idea of a female King Arthur to Brad Foxhoven and me 
over at Top Cow. Back in the mid 1990’s, the comic market was in a vicious downward spiral and everyone was grasping for even a mid-
level hit. When Witchblade landed in the comic shops it truly was as if Excalibur had been pulled from the stone. Because not only was 
Witchblade the hit Top Cow needed, but combined with the talents of David Wohl and the late Michael Turner stirred into the mix it 

became a sensation. And really, things were never the same after that. 

�e fan response to David Wohl, his writing partner Christina Z and the “Where the hell did this guy come from” talent that Michael 
Turner brought to the book was nothing short of astonishing. �e early days of Witchblade from concept, to production, to marketing, 

was a literal clinic in how to produce and promote a successful comic book. Heck, it even gave birth to another Top Cow hit, �e 
Darkness! Everyone involved was at the top of their game and it was exhilarating to watch and be a part of. Creative lunches with David 

and Mike were always short because all of us wanted to get back to actually doing the physical work on Witchblade. It was rarified air and 
I’ll never forget the experience. 

Michael Turner was taken from his family and from all of us fans far too soon. When I look back at those early days, hanging out with 
Mike and tossing ideas back and forth with him, it will always bring a smile to my face, even if it’s sometimes bittersweet. All of us at Top 

Cow would marvel at the sheer talent this man possessed and to this day I believe he was one of the best creators our business had ever 
seen. I often find myself wondering how much he would have contributed to our industry had he not passed at such an early age. It is in 

no exaggeration to say that Top Cow would not have become what it is without Mike and the work he did on Witchblade.

In closing, I’d like to thank all of the talented writers, artists, editors, marketers, and especially the fans that made Sara Pezzini and 
Witchblade such a success and pleasure over the years. I’m humbled and honored to have had a small part in her beginnings.

Again, thank you all.

        -Marc Silvestri

Marc Silvestri & Brian Haberlin — Co-Creators of Witchblade

Hubris… Witchblade was born of it.
In 1995 Shi and Lady Death were the heavy hitters in comics. We thought we could do better. (Both Brian and Billy have since become 

my friends and I have huge respect for them both…but at the time, they were the competition…so think about it that way.) David 
Wohl and I headed down to the Santa Monica Pier with notebooks in hand to see what we could come up with. We both loved Michael 
Moorcock’s Eternal Champion series: Elric of Melnibone, Dorian Hawkmoon, Corum, etc. So we started with the power. An obvious 

accessible focus, as it were. One with a dark past, and sentient nature. I always thought it’d be interesting if Green Lantern’s ring rebelled 
one day and took control…sort of saying, “Frankly, I’m sick of being used.” �at was the threat, here. Would the Witchblade stay in line? 

Would it be the good little “power ring” and do what the hero wants? Well, not exactly.

�en it was on to the bearer of the Witchblade. She had to have a job and a real life, complete with friends, car keys, etc. Did you know 
she was originally Sara Lopez? Most folks don’t. Anyway, that name didn’t stick and we moved on to Sara Pezzini. Always thought we 
could do some interesting visual things with Pez dispensers and how she would be  given them as gifts all the time, but always hated 
them. Anyway, first we played with her being a firefighter. But if we really wanted to have her job help drive stories with action and 
mystery, then a cop was the way to go. We gave her a unique set of problems, unique set of friends, and unique villains… Really fun 

villains, cuz if you don’t have a good villain, the hero is kinda pointless.

�en it was time to talk to Marc. He liked it, though we had to tell him the Witchblade title enough times to have him think he came up 
with it…  ;)

Now…to find an artist… We knew Marc would do the Cyblade/Shi crossover, so first appearance was covered. But what about the series? 
Well, that was easy. I’d just finished the Ballistic miniseries with this young talented kid, Mike Turner. Mike was obviously a star on the 
rise…and with a grin that was incredibly infectious. So Marc, David, Mike and I did more pow-wowing and fleshing out and…well… 

hubris won out.

I’m very proud of all of the Witchblade books and I know we’ll be seeing many more in the future as she was built from the very 
beginning to be the eternal champion. And whoever wields �e Witchblade in the future I’m sure will fill the shoes quite admirably.

All the best to the bearers of the blade! 

        -Brian Haberlin
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To find out what happens next, pick up Switch #1—in stores now!
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