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...BUT WE'RE
== OTUNDE N\l e —
KNOWS HE .
DOESN'T NEED
THEM.

"~

ANYONE
WANTING TO
BREAK INTO HIS
ESTATE WOULD
HAVE TO BE
INSANE.

THE ONLY




I'M A COP,
AND EVEN I'M NOT
ENTIRELY SURE THIS
IS BREAKING AND
ENTERING.

THERE'S
NO BREAKING
INVOLVED.

HOPEFULLY

IT GETS US IN
AND OUT BEFORE
ANYONE KNOWS
WE'RE HERE.

IT MIGHT
BE LOW LEVEL
STUFF, KEENE,
BUT THAT RUNE
MAG/C COMES
IN HANDY.

AMARYLLIS
DIDN'T HIRE ME
JUsST BECAUSE
I LOOK GOOD
IN THE SUIT,




THE HOUSE
DATES BACK TO
THE EARLY 19TH

HERE FOR AT

LEAST A DECADE, N
AS FAR AS WE'VE
BEEN ABLE TO
‘ ASCERTAIN.

HE'S BEEN A
POWER BROKER N
THE SUPERNATLIRAL

COMMUNITY FOR
LONGER THAN THAT.

DON'T
BOTHER...

€ ==

HAVE TO
RISK A
LIGHT TO
FIND WHAT

¥ SN'T THE OALY

ONE WITH A
\ COLLECTION.

NO, OTLINDE
HAS QUITE THE
IMPRESSIVE ARRAY
AS WELL. BUT
FOR ONE ITEM.



THEN
LET'S FIND IT
AND GET OUT

OF HERE.

...YOU'RE
THE BUTLER, T
SUPPOSE?

YOU'RE NOT &
SUPPOSED TO
BE HERE.

YEAH, SEE,
THE THING

2

\ TEHOVAH'S
\ WITNESSES?




THAT'S
GREAT, KEENE.
REALLY, I'M
THRILLED...

BUT I'M
A LITTLE BUsY
RIGHT THIS
SECOND.

(

,x \ 4 /
“v
7 . Vi
=N
\\ \ ‘ N
| e )~
T00. R
W GOING ALL .
B/BLIcAL
ON ME?
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INVADED MY
HOME.
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THIS DOES
NOT I:ALEEASE

THE
SLAUGHTER OF
MY SERVANT

PLEASES ME
EVEN LESS.

™ —

WHO ARE
YOU, THAT
You DARE

STEAL FROM

OTUNDE?!




I REALLY
HATE
A GlUYs...
...WHO
3 TALK ABOUT
THEMSELVES IN
» THE THIRD
PERSON...

NOWHERE

TO GO, LITTLE
Hie







YOU'RE IN
MY PLACE OF
POWER. 4

YOU CAME
HERE, SEEKING
YOUR OWN DEATH,
ALL BECAUSE THE
WITCH TOLD You
TO DO IT?

- NNFFE I
2 V BECALSE
/

SHE WANTS...

ROGUES LIKE
YOU...UNDER
CONTROL...

”"DO YOU HAVE
ANY 1DEA WHO
YOL'RE WORKING

e
Fail ’
0 '/

AT - e NI

;/ FOR IT. :@;/
> = ) =
= = Y

_—
i ARE YOU 50 NAIVE
r TO TRULY EE
, THAT?
B i'

PROBABLY

LA

BUT SHE'S
SENT ME A RARE
PRIZE N THE
WITCHBLADE.

=2




THE ONLY
THING YOU'VE
ACCOMPLISHED

1S GIVING ME
A WEAPON TO
USE AGAINST

THE WITCH.

AND
YOUR OWN
DEMISE, OF

THE
WITCHBLADE.




WHATEVER
YOU THINK
YOU'RE DOING,
STOP RIGHT

You SHOULD

4 UNDERSTAND
* WHO You

...KNOW
THE DEVIL
HERSELF.




I'M OKAY.
THANKS FOR
TAKING HIM OUT.
THIS WASN'T THE
PLAN, BUT...
WORKED OUT WELL
B ENOUGH, T GUESS.

SITUATION
! BEING WHAT IT .
1S5, WE MIGHT AS
| WELL TAKE
EVERYTHING.

...BE
RIGHT WITH T\
@ : \
g
2 oy




NONE WE
DIDN'T PLAN
FOR. OTUNDE'S

WISHED. WHEN HE'S

EVENTUALLY FOUND,

IT WILL LOOK LIKE A
HOME BREAK-IN
GONE WRONG.

NEEDED THE
RIGHT PAWN
TO MAKE IT
HAPPEN.

THIS WITH |
EVERYTHING
ELSE YOU
BROUGHT
BACK.




AS You
SURMISED, SHE'S
QUITE FORMIDABLE.
AND THE

WITCHBLADE IS
MERC/ILESS.

I'M QUITE
CERTAIN SHE'LL
PROVE VERY
usEFgL FOR

1
AND SHE
SUSPECTS
NOTHING?




Bhe womar called Beroel{ @man;f [io when ohe appeared in fhe |
village of Laume eer%%{e%ieuré it 1Be ear of omrb 1618.

=l "'IH}Y'”:;"‘\:/’/{
B¢ was Long o[f [imb and vige of Bodw,
wil§ Bair £6e color of new-fallen snow. e

Rumor atfgb igtﬁ)enbo{eopu iigo%;;off; f

iopers of usBolsy acto int 16e dees forest.
%& wﬁg oaid oo fglf fiched wiff demons,
atid cerved e powers of Barkness.

efell
under ber sway. SBhose Hhaf
4 010 nof mef curions fates, or
simply disappeared.
[ e S O s




Bhoce who retmained
dotwsn Before Ger

in supplication and

subjugatio.
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Word eventually reached Waris, and 16e fi
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Pinary(Li exlended Ger domain info neiahboring
villages, placing fhem under Ber fhrall as well,

5 veqent dispatehied

-

e corfTict, bt

krights a00d and frue fo sfrike doms fhie evil iﬁ‘ﬁ Bad infested fBe [and.

R anyy brave Rtt‘i ) fiﬁetb AN
] t%e wifeh was farried [Ny ./

MANANNNINY

ke Rina's servants arrived it

%wm%e&%e%imm and g

N greaf Bafile enoned, as fhe wifch

- l%rougﬁf fo Bear Ber dark arts and
servants of perfidions nafure.

and Oriven fo ground.

v

Fef before er evil cofb be P ~
¢xﬁng,5ftfi¢l}eb, she sprouted ‘//j
wings of Oemontic fien, and -
eocaped info fhe air.
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SHE'S NOT
WHO OR WHAT
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2013 TALENT HUNT RUNNERS-UP STORY

SOME DAY ONE DAY
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ROSS CAMPBELL e Colorist
TROY PETERI ¢ Letterer
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EVER WANT SOMETHING \@‘
S0 BAD THAT EVERY 'g/,)
FIBER OF YOUR BEING | '

CALLS OUT FOR IT? "1‘
/]
U

/X

| M — L~
/‘(l/)m y ¢
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EVER WANT SOMETHING SO
MUCH THAT YOUR SOUL
SCREAMS IN AGONY EVERY
SECOND YOU'RE DENIED
YOUR DESTINY?

b .
me
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e - 4 N FOR
i "W 4 ANGELUS!
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IN MY SINGLE-MINDED PURSUIT OF A
GOAL, T MADE A MISTAKE. I DID
SOMETHING THAT PRECLUDES ME FROM

EVER HAVING THAT WHICH T DESIRE.

E_I HAVE ALL THE TIME IN

HE WORLD, AND STILL IT
ELUDES ME. SOME DAY...

WE
CANNOT EVEN
{ APPROACH THE
CREATURE. DOOM
-\ 1SUPONUS. T
HAVE FAILED
YOu.

THE BEAST
CONSUMES
TIME. TO DEFEAT

CANNOT BE
TRUSTED!

SHE WOULD
TURNON
YOU AT A

MOMENT'S
NOTICE!

CHOICE. éO.
NOW. BEFORE
THERE 1S NO

[

\

"z _;
U TeAnceLS
& REQUIRES YOUR
N L ASSISTANCE, N 4
) /- SABINE. )

&

A
AN

€
IT'6 AMAZING THE “FRIENDS” YOU S

MAKE THE MOMENT YOU'VE GOT
SOMETHING THEY WANT.

\}
\ i
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I DID EVERYTHING RIGHT.
AND WHEN THE TIME |
CAME FOR ANGELUS TO
CHOOSE A NEW HOST,
T WAS DENIED MY
RIGHTFUL PLACE.

MATTER. LIKE :
EVERYTHING I'D
WORKED FOR MEANT
NOTHING. LIKE I
MEANT NOTHING.

THE ANGELUS
SHOULD BE MINE.
SHE HAS THE
AUDACITY TO SEND
YOU HERE? TO ASK
FOR MY HELP?

CAN'T
YOU SEE WHAT'S
HAPPENING?!

YOU DON'T
HELP US, IT'S
THE END OF

W\ EVERYTHING.

INCLUDING
YOUu.




THE WHEEL OF SHADOWS 4
PROTECTS US, AS BEST IT CAN,
AS WE CHARGE THE BEAST
THAT WOULD DEVOUR US.

) -1

IT WAS A
> | BADPLAN.

FOR STRATEGY.
T'M NOT A
\ SCHOLAR, TM A
, WARRIOR. A
WEAPON, IT'S

\ \/‘ ’ WHO T AM.

T HAVE NO GIFT |

‘,
HOME. T CAN'T R R THE L
TIME ANYWHERE FELT THAT WAY. [THE CRlEE FRACT“R'NG]

ITS GRIP ON ME...
LOOSENING. T CAN'T
REMEMBER THE LAST TIME
I FELT THIS MUCH JOY.

N TSN AT Tives T
[ PR DIFFICLILT TO EVEN

Pl “REMEMBER WHO
{ | TusepTosE

\ 4
.

50 MUCH HAS
CHANGED...I DON'T
EVEN RECOEGNIZE
MYSELF ANYMORE. |
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FREEDOM. THE THOUGHT Y
1S SO OVERWHELMING.
MY HEART POUNDS IN MY
CHEST. OR WOULD, IFT
HAD ONE.

(LN

NOT SURE IF
I EVERDID.

\\

THE WHEEL TOOK
EVERYTHING
FROM ME.

HAVING HAD AN ETERNITY TO |

)

IF YOU DON'T SEIZE THE
OPPORTUNITIES YOU'RE
HANDED, YOU DON'T
DESERVE TO SUCCEED.

PLAN, HAVING PAID FOR IT IN (i) ‘ \‘

BLOOD, THE ANGELUS WILL
Fl BE

HIS 18 \ Vi
A\ My TIME. 7

()




FUNNY THING ABOUT
TIME. YOU'VE GOT ALL
OF IT IN THE WORLD.
UNTIL YOU DON'T.

WHEN YOU REALIZE THAT
THE ONLY CHANCE YOU
HAVE 1S TO GIVE UP ON
YOUR DREAM... JUST SO

YOU M/GHT HAVE A

CHANCE TO GET IT BACK...

SOME DAY...




T'M A WARRIOR,
A WEAPON. /75 :
WHO I AM. g 'y

NOTHING
WILL STAND
IN MY WAY.




AND S0 ENDS MY
CHANCE OF BECOMING

THE ANGELUS. TIME 1S RESTORED,

AND THE WHEEL AND
I ARE INSEPARABLE
ONCE MORE.

T
/[ BUT NOW I KNOW
§ THE TRUTH. =

R

>
i i
55 b L il i
(i BN 28

THE BEAST
A7 weacenepTIME |-
ENOLIGHTHATT |,
COLILD HAVE =
! SEPARATED FROM [ #
| THE WHEEL. e

AN ALY
B THAT MEANS THERE'S
STILL A WAY... TO BE
FREE OF THE WHEEL
AND BECOME THE
ANGELUS.
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